Northwest Washington Woodturners
A Local Chapter of the American Association of Woodturners

Monthly Newsletter for March 2009
Northwest Washington
Woodturners....
meets every third Thursday of the
month except April when the meeting is held the fourth Thursday.
There is no meeting in December.
We meet at Hillcrest Park Lodge in
Mt.Vernon WA. Exit I-5 at Kincaid
street, exit 226. Turn east up Kincaid to So. 13th, turn right on 13th.
Hillcrest Park is approx. six blocks
south on 13th. The lodge is located
in the Northwest corner of the parking lot beyond the tennis courts.
Meetings are open to anyone interested in wood turning. All skill levels
from beginners to advanced turners
are welcome.
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March Meeting
March meeting of NWW
March 19, 2009, Hillcrest Park Lodge A fine meal was prepared by
Shirley Butters and enjoyed by a large contingent of our members.
The menu consisted of lasagna, green salad, pasta salad, steamed
vegetables, faccia bread, coffee, juice, spice cake, and peach upside down cake. All the help in the kitchen is very much appreciated.
Bob Doop opened the meeting with the introduction of our demonstrator for the evening. He also announced an opening in the class
scheduled for Friday. Dale Larson is a Bowl Turner from Portland
and a board member of the American Association of Woodturners.
The Logo contest is extended another month, so be sure to submit
your entry at the April meeting. It was suggested that we look in our
cupboards and bring back any books or videos that we might have
at home. Bob listed the upcoming demonstrators. Molly Winton will
be here in April to show us her decoration specialty, Art Leistman
will be here in May, and Marco Berrera in June. July 25th will be
the annual picnic.
Rick reported on the upcoming educational opportunities.
March 28th --bowl coring at Jullian Lee’s shop, a follow up will happen if there is a need.

President
Bob Doop 360-293-4522
bob.doop@fidalgo.net

April 25 -- Pen turning at Gerrit’s, taught by Jan Garlington

Vice President
Mark Straight 360-653-4890
m_straight@comcast.net

May 16 -- Sawdust Saturday at Gerrit’s, spindle turning for the
beginner.

Secretary
Laura Matthews 360-757-7730
lmatthews@wavecable.com

July 18 will be top turning at Hillcrest Park. Turners will be needed.

John Gruenewald 360-299-4564
Vjgruen@fidalgo.net
Treasurer
Greg Anderson 360-691-1744
ganderson59802@yahoo.com
Member at Large
Dave Blair
dlblair@clearwire.net
Jerry Holmes
loggerJerry@hotmail.com

The meeting was turned over to
Dale Larson, who gave us a quick
run down on the history and the
benefits of being a member to the
Association of American Woodturners, and also his history of
turning. Dale has been turning

Newsletter
Ron Wehde
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March Meeting cont.
for 35 years and was recently elected to the board, and his goal is to hit all the clubs on the West
Coast, to get acquainted. There are over 13,000 members around the world, with 310 chapters. The
Association publishes a very fine journal four times a year and plan to up production to six issues.
They promote Education and give educational grants in three categories, individual, chapter, and
school. They provide liability insurance for club sponsored events, and have recently been able to
offer group health insurance for members. (Check it out on the Web.) www.woodturners.org or
www.aawforum.org.
Dale works mostly with Madrone and described the process he
goes through. As soon as he gets a tree he cuts it and preturns
the bowl blanks. Madrone is a wood with a lot of internal stress,
and Dale’s method of handling the problem is to boil the blanks
for three hours and then let them rest for a few weeks, keeping
an eye on them for cracking and for molding. When they are dry
on the outside, he considers them stable, and stacks them away
for curing for up to eight months.
When a blank is ready for turning, Dale flattens the bottom with
a disc sander and attaches it to a faceplate with no.12 screws. It
is not necessary to turn at high speeds. A good formula is RPM
times diameter should not exceed 6 to 9 hundred. Good cutting
action is achieved by
presenting the tool at a
45 degree angle and letting the bevel do the cutting. He
uses walnut oil to facilitate the cutting action, applying it liberally before the final shear scraping and again before
scraping with a cabinet scraper held at a 45 degree angle,
reverse and scrape again. Oil and sand. using 100 grit, 120,
180, 220, and 320.
The method of turning is to turn the outside and finish it before removing any wood on
the inside. Any beads or other
decoration should be completed while the piece is still
round. Dale uses a small spear pointed scrapers to start his beads,
and a vee shaped tool to round over the beads.
The rim is finished and then the first third of the inside is completed,
including sanding and finishing with walnut oil. Then finish the next
third and finally the bottom of the bowl. The foot can be easily finished
with reverse turning.
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March Meeting cont.

Dale uses some custom built tool rests and face plates, built by Howard Borer,
www.howardborer.com , that work very well for him. Wood raffle followed. Thanks to Jerry and all
for bringing wood.
Respectfully submitted,
Your Secretaries
Gruenwald and Matthews.

Next Meeting April 30th
Molly Winton will be demonstrating small vessels at the April Meeting . Her
website is www.turningmaven.com

The meeting in April will be the last Thursday of the
month due to Tulip Festival activities and use of the
lodge by another group.
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Announcements

LOGO Contest!
The contest has been extended another month so get busy and have a logo designed and ready to
turn in at the April meeting!

July Meeting / Picnic
The Hillcrest Park building is scheduled to receive a new roof in July, so instead of searching out a
new meeting place for that month we will be having our annual picnic on Saturday, the 25th of July.
We will hold it jointly with the woodworkers again at the home of Val and Laura Matthews, who are
quite centrally located and not far off the freeway, with lots of parking.
Bob will again barbecue hamburgers and dogs. Bring your favorite salad or dessert. The woodturners will have some of the mini lathes there for a mentoring session, if any would like to give it a try, open to family and spouses, also. There will
be a top spinning contest. Prizes? Maybe. Planning is just in the beginning stage,
so will provide more details later, including directions.

From the editor
Hope you enjoy this months newsletter. If you have any corrections, additions or comments please
let me know at rmwehde@comcast.net. I’m always looking for ways to improve the newsletter.
Thanks,
Ron Wehde
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Sawdust Saturday
MORE SAWDUST SATURDAYS COMING SOON!
Our Sawdust Saturdays have been well received. All of the sessions have been at full capacity, but
we will make every effort to accommodate everyone with additional sessions at a later date if
needed.
APRIL 25th
PEN TURNING at Gerrit's shop, 9am to 3pm. Jan Garlington will lead a day of pen & pencil turning
exploring both the basics and alternative techniques. Class is limited to 8 participants. Please bring a
mandrel and bushings if you have them. Kit and wood will be provided. If you have some different
materials that you want to try bring them along.
MAY 16th
LET'S START TURNING at Gerrit’s shop, 9am to 4pm. This will be a day planned for those who
have never turned before, or have very little experience. We will focus on the basics: Safety, Basic
Tools and Cutting Technique. After some introductory information we will spend a great deal of time
making shavings and a basic project or two before we finish. All turning will be spindle turning only
as way of honing our basic skills. Class limited to 8 people, but will be repeated at a later date if
more than 8 sign up.
JUNE 13th
TOP TURNING. Get ready to participate in our annual Top Turning for kids. This will be a great
chance to learn top turning as well as help prep top blanks, etc. for our forthcoming events in Mount
Vernon (July) and Bellingham (Aug.).
Sign up sheets and further details will be available at the next meeting(s). We will not hold any Sawdust Saturdays in July and August because of all the other club events on the schedule during those
months.
If you have questions please contact Rick Anderson. We need your ideas for additional Sawdust
Saturdays……we want these sessions to meet the needs of our membership!
Rick Anderson
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Sawdust Saturday
Bowl Coring
Last Saturday’s session provided a hands on opportunity to try out three of the more common bowl
coring systems available: the McNaugton Center Saver, One Way’s Easy Core, and the Woodcut
Bowl Saver. Each has its unique advantages and disadvantages as I hope will be evident.
Julian opened the session with a thorough review and
explanation of the McNaughton tool. It was quite evident from his presentation that this system has the
steepest learning curve. It is the least user friendly, to
use a well worn out phrase. None the less, of the
three it offers the greatest flexibility with respect to the
shape of the cores produced from the rough blank.
Julian started with what would have been a set of
natural edge nested bowls from a quite large blank.
The lack of forgiveness with this tool is demonstrated
by the result of a nasty catch about midway in the cut:
The tenon on the blank
was actually torn loose! But admittedly this was an extremely difficult
piece to core. Mounting another piece that had been turned true on the
face proved to be much less of a problem.
The essential technique of using McNaughton’s tool is to discipline
yourself to push the cutter into the blank and resist the temptation to
swing it in an arc. As Jerry Holmes pointed out, once the cut is initiated,
the cutting blade will follow the arc naturally. The cutter does a good job
at ejecting shavings but once deep in the kerf it’s sometimes necessary
to withdraw the tip and reinitiate the cut. This is a higher pucker factor
with this tool than either of the other two.
I mentioned that the McNaughton system offered greater
flexibility in the shape of bowl cores. This is a bit misleading in that all the systems, including McNaughton’s are
limited with respect to the radius of the cutter in use. As
you can see in several of the photos, all systems use a
cutting tip mounted on a curved blade. This curved blade
determines the radius of the cut you will make. The advantage of the McNaughton system, to this writer, appears to be that the position of the tool gate, the device
that sits in the lathe banjo, can control the depth of cut
slightly more than the others.
This tool takes a good deal of practice to get the “feel” for feeding the cutter into the blank. It takes a
great deal of concentration to maintain the position of the cutting blade in the tool gate to avoid
catches. But if you’re willing to put in the time to learn how to use it properly, I think you’ll be happy
with the flexibility it offers.
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Sawdust Saturday
Bob Doop next demonstrated the One Way system.
This setup is considerably more money out of the tool
budget but you will be coring bowl blanks a lot quicker
with it than the McNaughton system.
Some simple math will help prevent the user from creating what are affectionately called donuts. These are
the result of sending the cutter blade through the bottom of the blank. Trust me – it’s not at all difficult to do?
The One Way cutter blade travels in a true arc about
the post in which the handle is mounted. So it’s relatively easy to calculate where the cutting tip will end up
within the blank by the position of that post. Unlike the
other two systems, the One Way Easy Core requires its own sort of banjo that has two tool posts, one
as a mount for the cutting blade the other as a mount for the support wing that follows the cutter into
the blank.
It’s quite easy to set up the Easy Core tool unless you’re
extremely math challenged. And once everything’s
launch ready it’s quite painless to use. Mistakes in setup
can, and do as we experienced, produce a donut but the
tool appeared to be essentially “catchless”.
The downside to One Way’s offering is perhaps cost.
The full set of cutters and support wings is considerably
more than the McNaugton Center Saver but, one doesn’t really need to buy all the available cutters and supports. So if you’d like to build your tool inventory over
time and aren’t interested in a challenging learning
curve, the Easy Core system might be right for you.
Bill Cowan showed how to set up and use the Woodcut
Bowl Saver. This tool has perhaps the least flexibility of
the three, plus it’s limited to lathes with a 12” swing. However, and this is a big however, Bill was the only presenter
to core out blanks without any mishaps! It has a patented
feature where the cutter holder is also mounted in the tail
stock Morse taper for additional support. There are only
two radii available for the cutter knives but for a 12” swing
lathe this is probably plenty.
So – what is the advantage of a $300+ tool over just
scooping out shavings from the inside (and outside) of a
large bowl blank?
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Sawdust Saturday
Well, the obvious first answer might be conserving the wood as opposed to turning it into shavings.
True but consider that wood is plentiful around here. Unless you have a really really highly figured
piece of wood and you want to maximize its yield, there’s no doubt you’ll be able to obtain more
large blanks for big work and plenty more wood for the smaller stuff.
Since I personally haven’t had any experience using my coring tool (a McNaughton system) I can’t
speak to the question of speed. However Julian mentioned that he can hog out the wood in a large
block almost as fast with a gouge as he can core out the center of that blank using his McNaughton
tool. Here I guess the only advantage would be in reducing the amount of shavings one has to deal
with at the end of the day.
Bob pointed out, however, if you’re a production bowl turner and need or want to maximize the yield
from your available stock of material, coring does have an advantage.
Dennis Shinn
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Turning Tips
Adding Decoration to a Bowl
by Fred Holder
I don’t turn a lot of bowls each year, perhaps 12 to 15 at
the most and often they are small bowls that are never finished because they were used to test a tool or show a student how to turn a bowl. I seldom apply any decoration to a
bowl, but occasionally I do get an urge to try something
different. This story is about such an occasion.
Nearly two years ago, I had rough turned and cored a nice
10 inch maple bowl. I decided to finish it and do some form
of decoration on it. The decision was to put a circle of 24
dots of a contrasting wood on the top of the rim of the
bowl. So, when I final turned the bowl, I left the top of the
rim wider than I normally would.
Using a Rim chuck to turn the foot of my
rough turned bowl.
This was shortly after I acquired one of Richard Benham’s
Rim Chucks so I tried using the Rim Chuck to turn the foot of
this rough turned bowl to fit my Nova Chuck with large jaws. The bowl was a bit warped on top and somewhat
out of round; however, it fit nicely into the Rim Chuck so I could turn the foot to fit my chuck, see the photo
above right.
I never trust any of the reverse chucking devices completely and normally give additional support with my cup
shaped live center as shown in the photo.
With the foot turned to fit into the chuck, I mounted the bowl in
the chuck and final turned the outside and the inside. Incidentally, I used the cup shaped live center to support the bowl in the
Nova Chuck also . This allows more aggressive turning without
concern of losing the bowl from the chuck.
I used some reddish colored wood that we had in inventory. I
don’t know its name because it came from a scrapped out crate.
So I just call it Crate Wood. This board was 3/4” thick. I used a
plug cutter to cut enough plugs to fill 24 holes around the rim of
the bowl.
This cup shaped live center doesn’t
mar the bowls surface when used as
support for the chuck.

9

Turning Tips
I then used a Forstener Drill in the Oneway Drill Wizard to drill the24
equally spaced holes, the maximum indexing positions on my Nova
DVR 3000. Actually, I
glued in a plug each time I
drilled a hole. The glue
used was Tite-Bond 2,
which is the glue that I use
almost exclusively. I’ve
never had a glue joint fail
with this glue, which is a
This cup shaped live center doesn’t mar good reason to continue its
the bowls surface when used as support use. Once the glue was dry,
for the chuck.
I turned away the tops of
Drilling the 24 equally spaced holes
the
plugs,
with the Oneway Drill Wizard and my
f i n i s h 3/8” drive drill motor that had to be
sanded, and purchased to fit the collar of the Drill
applied fin- Wizard.
ish to the
inside and outside of the bowl.

A view of the top of the
bowl while still mounted
on the lathe.

The bowl was now ready to reverse and turn the foot. I
would have normally reversed the bowl onto my vacuum plate made by Vicmarc that I’ve had for a number
A view of the bowl from of years. However, the Rim Chuck was easier to set up
and worked very well. Again, for safety sake, I used
the side after sanding
and finishing.
tailstock support something that I do with any reverse
turning method, whether it is a jam chuck, a vacuum
chuck, a Longworth Chuck, or the
Rim Chuck.
If you haven’t tried decorating one
of your bowls, perhaps it is time
that you gave it a try. This was a
very simple method, but only one
of many ways to enhance the appearance of a fairly plain piece of
wood. Give it a try.

Turning the foot of the bowl.
The tailstock was removed
for final turning away of the
little tenon in the center and
for final sanding.
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The finished bowl which was featured
on the cover of the May 2007 issue. I
was pleased with the bowl and so was
the person who purchased it.

Turning Accessories
TURNING UP CLOSE
Do you ever wish you could zoom in on small items you are turning? Or when doing detail work on a turned
piece? Now you can. MagEyes are here! They are comfortable, light weight and very effective.
We are stocking two styles. The Hobbyist which is open in back (the style
that Bonnie Klein touted when she was here last winter).
The 360 which wraps completely around
your head w/ Velcro adjustment. Both
styles come with two high grade optical
quality lenses that provide 1.6X or 2.0X
magnification.

Two stronger power lenses ( 2.25X & 2.75X) are also available and we will be stocking a limited number of
those. The stronger the power the closer the focal length. The 1.6X has a focal length of 12-14” and is great
for general turning use. The other lenses are more applicable for detail work. It’s easy to change from one
lens to another.
The MagEyes are very lightweight and comfortable and flip up out of the way in a second. One of the best features is that it is easy to look over them and under them for normal vision without having to move them out of

NEW DVDS IN OUR LIBRARY
We have recently added several new DVDs to our club library. Several will be of particular benefit to our beginning turners while others will be a resource for both beginning and experienced turners. In most cases we
ordered 2 copies in order to make these DVDs available to more turners.
Richard Raffan
TURNING WOOD (2 copies)
The ideal companion to Raffan’s book of the same name. One of the most complete guides to basic turning.
Bonnie Klein
BASIC TECHNIQUES (2 copies)
A great guide to basic techniques and their application to some fun projects.
Alan Lacer
WOODTURNING-GETTING STARTED (2 copies)
This book talks about all the equipment and tools involved in basic turning. A highly recommended view
before starting turning.
Gary Rance
WOODTURNING TECHNIQUES (1 copy)
Very well done guide to the basics of woodturning from the perspective of a professional British turner trained
In the classical tradition.
Mike Mahoney
BOWL TURNING BASICS (2 copies)
Everything you need to know (after mastering basic techniques) to turn beautiful bowls.
AAW’s
FUNDAMENTALS OF SHARPENING (2 copies)
Features Bonnie Klein, Alan Lacer, John Jordan & Bill Johnston teaching their favorite sharpening techniques.
John Jordan
AESTHETICS & PROPERTIES OF WOOD (2 copies)
A 2 DVD set covering properties of wood, preparing wood for the lathe, wood orientation on the lathe and
much more. This DVD will be of help to turners at all levels.
Curt Theobold
INTRODUCTION TO SEGMENTED TURNING
The title says it all, presented by one of the foremost segmented turners.
Be sure to check these out at our next meeting!

Rick Anderson
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Members Gallery

Art Learmonth
Burr Oak - Watco finish

12” Maple Bowl - Oil finish

Fred Holder

Fred Holder

2 1/2” x 6” Red Burch Goblet
Kerf Wax finish

1 1/2” x 3” Vase - Kerf Wax

Fred Holder
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Members Gallery

Unknown Turner from Brazil
(from Jan Garlington)

Gene Skallerud
Alder bowl

Gene Skallerud
Alder bowl - Daily’s finish

Gene Skallerud
Maple and Madrone

Jerry Holmes

Jerry Holmes
Cherry 11 1/2” x 2” Wax finish

Alder 15 1/2” x 7” Wax finish
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Members Gallery

Jerry Holmes

Jerry Holmes

Chestnut 5” x 8” Wax finish

Jim Short

Maple burl - Lacquer finish

Elm burl 2” x 3”

Luke Gould
Cherry - Shellac finish
Luke Gould
John Novak
Spalted Maple - Shellac finish

Monkey Puzzle - Buff and Wax
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Members Gallery

Mildred Holder

Mildred Holder

Lemon Wood 2 1/2” x 2 3/4”
Walnut Oil finish

Elm 5” x 4” - Wax finish

Mildred Holder
Mildred Holder

Red Burch 4 1/2 x 3”
Kerf Wax finish

Madrone 3 1/2 x 2 1/2
Walnut Oil finish

Richard Mabie

Rick Anderson

Holly 4” x 4”

Maple 3” x 8”
Shellac, Wipe-on Poly,
Wax finish
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Classified
This space is set aside for members to advertise free of charge to sell or purchase tools, wood. etc. Please
submit your ad to Ron Wehde (rmwehde@comcast.net) by the last Thursday of the month or submit it to him
at the meeting for inclusion in the next months newsletter.

MORE WOODTURNING
The magazine for turners. Published 10 times a year by Fred
Holder.
One yr: $35.00;
Two yrs: $70.00;
Three yrs $105.00.
Electronic version $25/yr. delivered
from More Woodturning online at:
www.morewoodturning.net
Lots of great information for your
browsing pleasure.
More Woodturning
PO Box 2168
Snohomish WA 98291-2168
Phone: 360-668-0976
email: fred@morewoodturning.net

Club Discounts Available:
Show your Club Membership card
and get 10% off at Rockler’s and
Crosscut
Hardwoods

Jet 1236 for sale
I have a Jet 1236 for sale for
$500.00 This has been my lathe for
the past few years and has very low
hours on it. The lathe comes with
the factory stand.
Antonio Parra
425-737-2271
parra4mor@msn.com

Targo Woods
1104 C Street Bldg. B
Bellingham, WA
Just three blocks south of the old
site. www.targowoods.com [or]

www.hardwoodstoget.com
Local Bellingham wood source
for your projects. Hard woods,
Burls, Veneers. Wood to replace a
leg on a chair, make a whole dinDunlap 9" x 32" (bench top) ing room set or turn a bowl, you
lathe that I have for sale. It has will find it at Targo.
a 1/2 hp motor, live and dead Oby says: NWWoodturner Club
centers, three face plates, and members will get 10% off on their
a four jaw wood chuck. The Purchases.
1725 RPM motor is coupled
Save on gas buy local.
via (4) step pullies (V-belt) in
the head and on the motor. It
is also capable of out board
turning, and the tail stock is
Useful Website Links
adjustable for off center turn- Note:
ing. This lathe is in perfect (like Web links have been provided on
new) condition, and needs a our website rather than included in
new home now that I have or- the newsletter.
dered a bigger one that will
Please visit:
cause this one be moved out www.northwestwashingtonwoodturners.org
of my small shop. I am asking
$250 for the package as described above. I would be will!!Raffle Wood!!
ing to bring it to the next club
Our wood raffle is an important
meeting or it can be seen here
source of income for the club.
at my home in Anacortes. Please bring any surplus you can
Once discovered I’m sure it scrounge up but try to limit it to
won’t last long though. Also, I something you would enjoy turning
have a 1HP 3450 like new mo- yourself.
tor (110-220 v) that I would
take $50 for. It has a standard
mounting base. If a general Emailing is in order that would
be great.
Dave Balyeat
360-420-4942
A good source of myrtle, maple burl
and other figured turning burls
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Classified
Hi,
My name is Richard Dennis. Woodturner. I have been turning Manzanita Burls for many years. For those
of you who are not familiar with this elegant wood. Northern CA is one of the few places where manzanita forms burls at the base, making it a very distinctive and rare hardwood. It is highly figured, displaying
a wide spectrum of colors: crimson red, browns, golds.
Last year a forest fire ripped through our forest and in the process of fighting it, a lot of manzanita was
uprooted. Through a special effort between myself and the Forest Service to make these rare burls available to woodturners and craftsmen, we would like to give you the opportunity to purchase some. The
proceeds going toward reforestation efforts.
We have choice turning burls, round or pear shaped, tall for candlesticks, short, fat, all shapes and sizes.
If you have a special request, let me know, if I don't have it I'll probably run into it in the woods. I am always running across spectacular pieces of wood that I just know someone would be able to transform
into a piece of art.
If you would like to see pictures and a pricelist let me know via e-mail or call me at 530-949-5202
If you are interested in buying in larger quantity we have a wholesale price list. We also have special
prices for less than perfect turning burls, which some turners prefer to get a more characteristic, sculpted
look. We also have many unusual pieces for bases and displays. We accept credit cards through pay
pal, or personal checks. We have a special rate through UPS, but often ship common carrier whichever
is cheapest. Your order will arrive within a week.
Thank you, Rick Dennis
rickdennis7@yahoo.com
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