Northwest Washington Woodturners
A Local Chapter of the American Association of Woodturners

Monthly Newsletter for May 2010
Northwest Washington
Woodturners....
meets every third Thursday of the
month except April when the meeting
is held the fourth Thursday. There is
no meeting in December.
We meet at Hillcrest Park Lodge in
Mt.Vernon WA. Exit I-5 at Kincaid
street, exit 226. Turn east up Kincaid
to So. 13th, turn right on 13th. Hillcrest Park is approx. six blocks south
on 13th. The lodge is located in the
Northwest corner of the parking lot
beyond the tennis courts. Meetings
are open to anyone interested in
wood turning. All skill levels from beginners to advanced turners are welcome.
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May General Meeting
The May meeting of the Northwest Washington Woodturners
was held at the usual place, with another fine dinner prepared
by Shirley Butters. A brief business meeting commenced with
introduction of guests, and a few announcements.
Hal Swansonsʼ wife Carol was present with a list of tools for
sale from Halʼs shop. She can be reached at 425-338-0718.
We were reminded of the benefits to becoming a member of
AAW. You can check it out for yourself at
www.woodturner.org. Julian reported briefly on the camping
weekend in May. Those attending had a great time visiting,
eating, and turning all weekend. Drop ins are welcome to
these events. The next one will be September18-19.
Dave Blair requested people to sign up for top turning in the
park at Hillcrest in Mt Vernon, on the 17th of July, for top turning at Donovan Park, in Bellingham on August 7, demonstrating at Hills to Mills, at Deming on Jul 9-11, and demonstrating
at Anacortes Arts and Crafts, in Anacortes on Aug. 6-8. The
sawdust Saturday scheduled for June 26th will be to teach
new members how to turn tops.
A motion was made and passed to accept the revised by-laws,
as circulated in email to the membership.
Laura Matthews
Associate Secretary
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May Demonstrator
Mike Jackofsky, our demonstrator for the evening
proved to be very entertaining and put on an excellent demo. Mike is an expert turner of hollow forms.
He usually works with maple burl and starts out with
a square piece of burl wood. He drills a hole through
the bark end the size of his two prong drive center for
safety sake. This hole will eventually be the top and
the hole through which he hollows the form. Mounting the work piece between centers allows him to
change the orientation if he so chooses. He begins
by turning from the bottom using his big bowl gouge,
which he grinds at 40 degrees, but acknowledges
that there is no universal correct grind for any tool. It
is an individual thing. He has developed his own set
of tools for hollowing that work very well and are
more forgiving than some others on the market. His
tools can be found in the Woodturners Catalogue.
Mike spent a good deal of time making sure that the tenon he
put on the piece would fit well and emphasized the importance of having a flat surface to register the jaws of the
chuck. He used a small parting tool to make a slight undercut
in the corner of the tenon to insure that there is no impediment to seating properly. He turns the form to near shape
while between centers and defines the bottom. After mounting in a chuck, be sure to true the piece before any thing else.
Make a few cuts in the opening with a small gouge, to make a
good place for starting a drill. Drill a hole to near the finished
depth. Proceed
by
removing
material with the small cutter. His cutter tip can be moved
in an arc to access many regions of the vessel. The cutter
is made of carbide and will stay sharp through many projects. When dull it can be rotated in its holder, and can be
honed. He uses a straight and a bent tool to reach all parts
of the vessel. His 1/2 in. tools work on a project up to 8
inches in diameter and the 5/8 tool works for larger diameter work, up to 16 inches. To make finish cuts on the inside of a vessel Mike changes to a scraper that is more
friendly. His tools are all held in square stock and at a
negative angle which makes them easy to use.
Most of Mikes projects are not dry when they come off the lathe. He finishes them when dry with a palm
sander. He also suggested that old mousse pads make great sanding backers.
If you are ordering one-way tools, you can get a 10% discount if you mention Mike J.
Laura Matthews
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A Letter from the President
If you all have not heard by now via the grapevine, I have stepped down from my position as President of the club. This was done for a variety of reasons, but feel that the decision is in my best interest, and for the long term health of the club.
I love all of you guys, and will continue to provide any help I can with your personal creativity or with group projects, so feel free to give me a call if you want to spend some time
with me in my shop. Nothing will change as far as the use of my shop for club activities,
and I will continue to be a sounding board for club activities if wanted.
This was a personal decision and is not related to any specific event. I hope that there
will be no divisiveness due to my departure. George Way and I will be working closely together to insure a smooth transition.
Gerrit
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May Campout at Deming
Attendance was down for
the first of our outdoor turning sessions early this May
but there was plenty of enthusiasm none the less. My
biggest disappointment was

that I was so involved with making shavings that I failed to take
more photos to share. Bill Cowan
put a piece of really spalted and
punky wood on his mini lathe and
I thought to myself, yeah sure,
where does he hope to go with that! I
should have known better than to doubt
his choice of wood since he’s got a few
tricks to manage what is otherwise a
nightmare for finishing. If anyone in the
club needs to know how to handle tearout
in punky wood I suggest you talk to Bill.
The Saturday potluck provided anotherworld class feast. There was no lack of
victuals to satisfy the appetites generated
by a full day of turning.

One of the important benefits of these
outings is having the opportunity to
just practice turning techniques and
tool use. I had the good fortune to be
set up and turning next to John Gruenwald. We were both doing skew
chisel practice. John always provides
a lot of support and certainly encourages others to
push their abilities to their
limits. Check the club website calendar for the next
Deming campout if you’d
like to participate. This will
be the Deming Hills to Mills
woodworking show. Lots of
chainsaw carvers, other
crafts people and a place
to display and sell your work. Contact Dave
Blair if you’d like to participate.
If camping isn’t your bag then just come up
for the day on any of the club camp outings.
Especially for the Saturday night pot luck
dinners. Spend the evening around the fire.
Dennis Shinn
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Mentoring News
MENTORING NEWS
Our Basic Mentoring program is now available for beginning turners…..or for those wanting to brush up on basic turning skills. Based around the AAW Teaching Woodturning Basics teaching guide, the program focuses on learning spindle turning basics as a way to
master tool control which can then be applied to most other modes of turning. Our basic
turning mentors are George Way, Lucinda Van Valkenburg, Bob Doop, Fred Holder, Dave
Blair, Melanie Mankamyer, Jim Short and Rick Anderson. Contact a mentor near you if
you would like to be mentored in basic skills.
In addition to the basic mentoring program, we have developed a list of volunteer mentors
with expertise in specialty subjects (such as hollowing, texturing, bowl turning, etc.) as
well as more advanced turning skills. An email has been sent out with a list of our specialty mentors and their area of expertise. Printed copies of this list are also available at
the information table at our monthly meetings. This is a great opportunity to advance your
skills. Also, if you have skill and experience in a specialized area of woodturning, we encourage you to sign up and share your skills with your fellow members.
If you have any questions regarding mentoring or need assistance in being connected
with an appropriate mentor please feel welcome to call or email me.
Rick Anderson
360-319-7600
rick@gardenarches.com
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Upcoming Events
Woodturners of Olympia, WA
2010 Symposium with Alan Lacer
3rd Annual Creativity in Woodturning
Saturday July 24, 2010
Work Shops : July 25th & 26th & 27th
Work Shop Location & Program to be determined.

Alan Lacer
Alan Lacer has been involved in the turning field for over thirty years as a turner, teacher, writer,
exhibition coordinator, demonstrator and past president of the American Association of Woodturners. His work has appeared in a number of regional and national exhibitions. Alan has been a
regular instructor and demonstrator of the craft - having worked in all 50 states as well as 4 foreign countries. His writings have covered technical aspects of woodturning, many specific projects, stories related to both contemporary and historical woodturning and the long turning traditions of Japan and Germany. He has also produced three videos on his own, with two of them
winning a total of four national awards. In 1999 the American Association of Woodturners awarded him their Lifetime Honorary Member Award
for his contributions to the field.
(see www.northwestwashingtonwoodturners.org calendar of other clubs for more info)

Christian Burchard Demo And Class
Christian Burchard will be at the Vancouver Woodturners Guild to do a demonstration and class on February 28 and March 1.
Christian's all day demo will be on Sunday, February 28 starting at 9:00 a.m.
He is going to turn his signature spheres and basket forms. The hands on
class will be on Saturday, March 1 at Island Woodcraft. The class will allow
the students to try their hands at the same forms.

Mark Sfirri
Mark Sfirri will be at the Vancouver Woodturners Guild May 29th. Mark is
known for his multiple axes turning. (More information to come later)
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Calendar
Revised 05/30/10
18th
March
19th
23rd
27th
10th & 11th
April
15th
17th
24th
27th
15th
& 16th
May
20th
21st & 22nd
25th
29th
17th
June
17th-20th
22nd
26th
9th-11th
July
15th
17th
24th
24th
27th
6th-8th
August
7th
21st
24th
28th
September 10th-12th
16th
17th
18th
18th-19th
25th
28th
21st
October
23rd
26th
November 5th-7th
18th
23rd

Event
General Membership Meeting
Class
Board Meeting
Sawdust Saturday
Sedro Woolley Woodfest
General Membership Meeting
Play Day
Sawdust Saturday
Board Meeting
Camping Weekend
General Membership Meeting
Class with Mike Jakofsky
Board Meeting
Marc Sfirri Demo
General Membership Meeting
AAW Conference
Board Meeting
Sawdust Saturday
Hills to Mills
General Membership Meeting
Top Turning
Sawdust Saturday
Creativity in Woodturning
Board Meeting
Anacortes Arts Festival
Top Turning
Picnic
Board Meeting
Sawdust Saturday
West Coast Roundup
General Membership Meeting
Class
Class
Camping Weekend
Sawdust Saturday
Board Meeting
General Membership Meeting
Sawdust Saturday
Board Meeting
Art's Alive in La Conner
General Membership Meeting
Board Meeting
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Program
Molly Winton
Molly Winton

Subject
Turning & Pyrography
Turning & Pyrography
Natural Edge Bowls
www.sedro-woolley.com

Fred Holder
Lidded Boxes

Mike Jakofsky

Hollow Forms
Hollow Forms
Vancouver

Jack McDaniel
Connecticut Convention Center

Deming
Eric Lofstrorm
Hillcrest Park

Top Turning Class
Woodworking & Craft Show

Tool Sharpening & Machine Maint.
www.woodturnersofolympia.org
Turning Demo
Bloedel Donovan Park

Hollow Forms
Vancouver Woodturners Symposium
Don Derry
Don Derry
Don Derry

Airbrushing
Shapes and Forms

Turning Pens
Steve Hatcher
Non icicle Christmas ornament

Christmas Potluck !

Turning Accessories
TURNING UP CLOSE
Do you ever wish you could zoom in on small items you are turning? Or when doing detail work on a turned
piece? Now you can. MagEyes are here! They are comfortable, light weight and very effective.
We are stocking two styles. The Hobbyist which is open in back (the
style that Bonnie Klein touted when she was here last winter).
The 360 which wraps completely
around your head w/ Velcro adjustment.
Both styles come with two high grade
optical quality lenses that provide 1.6X
or 2.0X magnification.

Two stronger power lenses ( 2.25X
& 2.75X) are also available and we will
be stocking a limited number of those. The stronger the power the closer the focal length. The 1.6X has a focal length of 12-14” and is great for general turning use. The other lenses are more applicable for detail work.
It’s easy to change from one lens to another.
The MagEyes are very lightweight and comfortable and flip up out of the way in a second. One of the best features is that it is easy to look over them and under them for normal vision without having to move them out of
the way. Check them out at www.mageyes.com

NEW DVDS IN OUR LIBRARY
We have recently added several new DVDs to our club library. Several will be of particular benefit to our beginning turners while others will be a resource for both beginning and experienced turners. In most cases we
ordered 2 copies in order to make these DVDs available to more turners.
Richard Raffan
TURNING WOOD (2 copies)
The ideal companion to Raffan’s book of the same name. One of the most complete guides to basic turning.
Bonnie Klein
BASIC TECHNIQUES (2 copies)
A great guide to basic techniques and their application to some fun projects.
Alan Lacer
WOODTURNING-GETTING STARTED (2 copies)
This book talks about all the equipment and tools involved in basic turning. A highly recommended view
before starting turning.
Gary Rance
WOODTURNING TECHNIQUES (1 copy)
Very well done guide to the basics of woodturning from the perspective of a professional British turner trained
In the classical tradition.
Mike Mahoney
BOWL TURNING BASICS (2 copies)
Everything you need to know (after mastering basic techniques) to turn beautiful bowls.
AAW’s
FUNDAMENTALS OF SHARPENING (2 copies)
Features Bonnie Klein, Alan Lacer, John Jordan & Bill Johnston teaching their favorite sharpening techniques.
John Jordan
AESTHETICS & PROPERTIES OF WOOD (2 copies)
A 2 DVD set covering properties of wood, preparing wood for the lathe, wood orientation on the lathe and
much more. This DVD will be of help to turners at all levels.
Curt Theobold
INTRODUCTION TO SEGMENTED TURNING
The title says it all, presented by one of the foremost segmented turners.
Be sure to check these out at our next meeting!

Rick Anderson
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Member’s Gallery

T J Anderson

T J Anderson

T J Anderson

8” X 5” Pear

8” X 10” Maple

8” X 10” Madrone

Walnut Oil finish

Danish Oil finish

Walnut Oil finish

Greg Camrud

Jean Brock
10” Maple
Beeswax finish

John Davidson

3” X 8” Locust

Aluminum

Walnut Oil and Carnuba Wax finish

No finish

John Davidson

Bob Elkins

Bob Elkins

5 1/2” X 5 1/2” Maple & Lymba

4 1/2” X 4 3/4” Maple

3” X 4 1/2” Mesquite

Ploy finish

Danish oil / Howard Feed’n wax finish

Danish oil / Howard Feed’n wax finish

Bob Elkins

Ken Fogg

Ken Fogg

4 3/4” X 5” Maple

Birch

English Walnut

Danish oil / Howard Feed’n wax finish

Red dye and Lacquer finish

Lacquer finish
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Member’s Gallery

James Fox

James Fox
2” X 2 1/4” Maple

James Fox
2” X 2” Holly & Bubinga

Wax finish

Wax finish

James Fox

Mildred Holder
1” X 5 1/2”
EEE finish

Adonia Lee

Mildred Holder
1 1/4” X 1 1/2” Tauga Nut
No finish

Adonia Lee

Adonia Lee

2” X 2” Maple, Turquoise & Copper

Maple, Turquoise & Copper

Walnut Oil finish

Walnut Oil finish

Adonia Lee

Michael Longpockets

10” X 7” Redwood Burl

Ebony & ?

Walnut Oil & Beeswax finish

Oil Poly finish
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Michael Longpockets
Mahogany & Walnut
Oil Poly finish

Member’s Gallery

Richard Mabie

Michael Longpockets

2” X 6” Holly

2 1/2” X 5” Holly

Wipe-on Poly finish

Wipe-on Poly finish

Richard Mabie
1 1/4” X 3” Plum
Wipe-on Poly finish

Richard Mabie

Richard Mabie

Richard Mabie

1 1/2” X 6” Golden Chain

1 1/2” X 10” Birch

Wipe-on Poly finish

Wipe-on Poly finish

Richard Mabie

Richard Mabie

Melanie Mankamyer

5” X 5” Walnut

1 1/2” X 3” Raffle wood

Exotix Pen Blank

Wipe-on Poly finish

Wipe-on Poly finish

Bees Wax finish

Chic Murray

Jay Saxon

Jay Saxon

14” X 5” Figured Maple

9” X 3” Butternut

7” X 2” Koa

Mc Fadden’s finish

Oil & Wax finish

Oil & Wax finish

12

Member’s Gallery

Jay Saxon
14” X 5” Spalted Oak
Oil & Wax finish

Richard Smeal

Jim Sebring
2 1/4 ” Maple

2 1/4” Holly

Satin Lacquer finish

Lonnie Willison

Ron Wehde

8 1/2” X 9” Ebony & Maple
Spray Poly finish

Lonnie Willison

6” X 7” Dyed Maple & Brass

Tulip & Yellow Heart

Locust

Lacquer finish

Wipe-on Poly finish

Wipe-on Poly finish

Fred Holder

Adonia Lee

Jay Saxon

10” X 3” Spalted Oak

Maple, Copper & Turquoise

4” X 3” Bid Leaf Maple

Walnut Oil finish

Walnut Oil finish

Green Food Coloring, Shellac & Wax finish
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Classified Ads
This space is set aside for members to advertise free of charge to sell or purchase tools, wood. etc.
Please submit your ad to Ron Wehde (rmwehde@comcast.net) by the last Thursday of the month or
submit it to him at the meeting for inclusion in the next months newsletter.
MORE WOODTURNING
The magazine for turners. Published 10
times a year by Fred Holder.
One yr: $35.00;
Two yrs: $70.00;
Three yrs $105.00.
Electronic version $25/yr. delivered from
More Woodturning online at:
www.morewoodturning.net
Lots of great information for your browsing
pleasure.
More Woodturning
PO Box 2168
Snohomish WA 98291-2168
Phone: 360-668-0976
email: fred@morewoodturning.net

Club Discounts Available:
Show your Club Membership card and get
10% off at Rockler’s and Crosscut Hardwoods

Targo Woods
1104 C Street Bldg. B
Bellingham, WA
Just three blocks south of the old site.
www.targowoods.com [or]
ww.hardwoodstoget.com

Local Bellingham wood source for your
projects. Hard woods, Burls, Veneers.
Wood to replace a leg on a chair, make a
whole dining room set or turn a bowl, you
will find it at Targo.
Oby says: NWWoodturner Club members
will get 10% off on their Purchases.
Save on gas buy local.
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Classified Ads
D/J LATHE
Want to make a big bowl?
Buy this lathe, originally purchased in the mid 90’s.
Three phase AC variable speed 2HP motor.
Comes with a really good vacuum system, and many
accessories. Plus a few lathe tools.
$1,900
Come and look.
More pictures are available.

Like new
2 HP Grizzly Dust collector. This unit
has only collected shelf dust, no saw
dust. The store price for this unit is
$279.00. I would like to recover my
costs and would sell for $200.00……
But make me a reasonable offer and
it’s yours.

Contact Mike Jackets at 360-293-0530
or bluejack@clear.net

I also have a ¾ Hp Elect’ motor. It is
1725 RPM, 110 or 220 VAC, Reversible, 5/8” Shaft and STD, base. The
new price on this motor was ~$200.00 I
will sell it for $75.00…..OBO
Also, in making room in my shop…..
My 4” Jointer, with motor, is on the sale
block. $100.00 OBO to a club member

For Sale
For the Pen maker, Spindle turner, or
Baseball bat turners, I am selling my 6"
X 36" heavy duty lathe with a 3/4 hp
motor. Asking price is $125.00 OBO.
Also, I have two 1725 RPM motors:
one 1/4 hp and one 1/2 hp. Both with
std. bases and 5/8" shafts. $20.00
each.

Useful Website Links
Note:
Web links have been provided on our
website rather than included in the
newsletter.
Please visit:
www.northwestwashingtonwoodturners.org

Dave Balyeat
360-420-4942
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Classified Ads / Club Contacts
FOR SALE

Club Contacts:

BELSAW 9103
PLANER/MOLDING CUTTER

President
George Way
grway@verizon.net

I have a Belsaw 9103 planer/
molding cutter that runs fine but
needs blades. Blades run about
$40. The manual is available
online and I would be glad to print
it out if the buyer doesn't have
Internet access. I would like $400
for it.

Secretary
Laura Matthews
lmatthews@wavecable.com
John Gruenewald
Vjgruen@fidalgo.net

Jan Garlington
360-668-2392
janicegarlington@gmail.com

!! Raffle Wood !!
Our wood raffle is an important source of income for the
club. Please bring any surplus you can scrounge up but
try to limit it to something you
would enjoy turning yourself.

Treasurer
Greg Anderson
ganderson59802@yahoo.com
Member at Large
Les Books
lbooks@aol.com
Dave Blair
dlblair39@clearwire.net
Jean Brock
jbirock@msn.com
Jerry Holmes
loggerJerry@hotmail.com

360-293-7305

360-757-7730
360-299-4564

360-691-1744

360-293-5067
360-733-3911
360-966-4058
360-293-4529

Programs Chairman
Bob Doop
Bob.doop@fidalgo.net

360-293-4522

Membership Chairman
Melanie Mankamyer
sjandmm@fidalgo.net

360-766-7004

Education Chairman
Rick Anderson
rick@gardenarches.com

360-319-7600

Sawdust Saturday Chairman
Dennis Shinn
hdshinn@eskimo.com

360-854-9909

Events Chairman
Dave Blair
dlblair39@clearwire.net

360-733-3911

Newsletter
Ron Wehde
rmwehde@comcast.net

425-745-9851
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