Northwest Washington Woodturners
A Local Chapter of the American Association of Woodturners
Monthly Newsletter for July 2011
Northwest Washington
Woodturners....

President’s Letter

meets every third Thursday of
the month. There is no meeting
in December.

Summertime and the living is easy and busy. What a
great way to start summer with a July presentation by
Eric Lofstrom. All the feedback from both the demo
and the two workshops were nothing by positive.

We meet at Hillcrest Park Lodge
in Mt.Vernon WA. Exit I-5 at Kincaid street, exit 226. Turn east
up Kincaid to So. 13th, turn right
on 13th. Hillcrest Park is approx.
six blocks south on 13th. The
lodge is located in the Northwest
corner of the parking lot beyond
the tennis courts. Meetings are
open to anyone interested in
wood turning. All skill levels from
beginners to advanced turners
are welcome.
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Coming next will be top turning for the kids festival in
Bellingham on Saturday, August 6th. Since we’re not
involved with the Anacortes Arts Festival this year,
some of us can now participate in the Bellingham top
turning. Dave Blair is still recruiting turners so give
him a call or email if you can help out. Any amount of
time you’re willing to turn will be appreciated
The August general meeting is a picnic at Val & Laura
Mathews place and is a combination function with the
Woodworkers Guild. We won’t have a Thursday evening meeting in August. A separate announcement
accompanies this letter so be sure to read and come
join the fun and food.
Julian Lee’s first ever woodturning campout in Ellensburg was successful with visitors from all around the
area. Be sure to read the article Julian wrote and
check out the pictures that were taken. If you are a
camper, this might be something for you to do next
year.
See you in Bellingham on the 6th and at our picnic on
August 20th. GW
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Coming - Douglas Fisher
REGISTRATION IS UNDERWAY

DOUGLAS FISHER….. Coming to our club!
October 22nd & 23rd

On October 22nd from 9am to 4pm at the Anacortes First Baptist Church Douglas Fisher will be presenting an all day demo. The demo is only $35 which includes snacks, beverages and lunch!
The next day, October 23rd , Doug will lead a hands on class on his techniques. This class is already full and signup is now open for a second class on
October 24th. The class is limited to 8 participants and need at least 6 for this
class to be held. At press time there are 6 slots open. The class fee will be
$100. Our fees represent a great bargain compared to the fees charged by
many clubs for demonstrations and classes such as these. Be sure to sign
up at our next meeting (or see mailing address below) for the all day
demo and the remaining class openings. Demo and class fees are due
with your registration. Don’t delay! Your early registration helps us better
plan for a successful event.
Doug is from Parksville, B.C. on Vancouver Island and is one of the rising
stars in woodturning with unique artistry and innovative techniques. After a
career that ranges from ironworker to drilling and blasting in underground gold
mines to delivering sailboats to the Caribbean and across the Atlantic he became a full time professional artist in 1992 and since 1997 has focused on
wood sculptures, primarily made using the lathe. Doug collaborated with a
British Columbia First Nation artist for several years and now, since that artist’s passing, continues to utilize First Nation inspired art for the visual designs
in most of his pieces. His works make use of multi-center turning techniques
while his unique finishing utilizes inks and stains applied in multiple layers to
attain an “old wood” patina that is quite wonderful. In between the turning and
finishing, he carves, textures and burns. His finished works are beautiful!
Doug did his very first demo at the AAW Symposium last year to rave reviews. Last November I attended his all day demo at the Greater Vancouver
Woodturners Guild and although this was only his third demonstration, his presentation was equal to or
better than many demonstrators who have been doing demos for years. The day was very educational,
focusing on his techniques which have the potential to be applied in many different ways to our own
turning.
Be sure to check out Doug’s work at www.douglasjfisher.com You can
also see several pieces of Doug’s work on display at The Fairhaven Originals Gallery in the Fairhaven District of Bellingham.
For additional information contact: Rick Anderson
360-319-7600 or Email: vicepresident@nwwwt.org
You may mail your Registration & Fee(s) for the demo and/or class to our
Treasurer:
Greg Anderson
23607 Hidden Valley Road
Granite Falls, WA 98252
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July Meeting
Our July meeting started off with a delicious dinner of chili Colorado, mexi rice, refried black beans, quesadillas, green salad, chips and salsa. Shirley just keeps coming up with meals that you always look forward to. If you were not here you missed another great treat
President George Way opened the meeting with the introduction of guests; we however had no new
members this month. He moved on to committee reports starting with Dennis Shinn and Saw Dust Saturday. Dennis said the July 30th session will focus on techniques of turning broad flat pieces like plates
and platters. Emphasis will be on wood selection, mounting and tool control to achieve flat surfaces.
Mike Young, Ed Frank and Ron Means will be the hosts and instructors for this session.
Dave Blair, events chairman thanked everyone who came to help at the Mount Vernon event last Saturday. Dave said we need turners to represent us at the Bellingham Parks Kid's Fest. There is a sign-up
list at the meeting this Thursday or he can be reached by e-mail. Setup will start at 10am and turning
tops for kids will start at 11am and end at 3pm. Anyone wishing to spend part of your day seeing kids
happy to get a turned top. Please sign up or contact Dave. dlblair39@comcast.net
Bob Doop, program chairman said we are set with excellent and interesting programs for the rest of this
year. Bob also said our picnic is next month, which is planned for August 20th There will be more details
released later.
Jesse Charette, membership chairman reported that due to the great number of members who have not
renewed their membership an email will be sent encouraging them to renew. Otherwise we will have to
drop them as an active member of our fine organization.
Rick Anderson, vice president and special events reminded us of the upcoming Doug Fisher all day
seminar on Oct 22nd and class on Oct 23rd. Cost of the All Day Demo is $35 which includes lunch,
snacks and beverages. This is a real bargain for a full day of learning from one of the best. Cost of the
class on Oct. 23rd is $100. The class is limited to 8 and 6 of those slots are already reserved. As soon
as this class fills we will schedule an additional class on Oct. 24th. We will need a minimum of 6 signed
up for the second class to be held. Rick also said that there is another “Let’s Start Turning” class signup
sheet and as soon as we get 6 participants they will schedule the class.
Ron Wehde, newsletter chairman said that they are about half way along on plans to open the gallery
so that all photos of each members work submitted will be available under that individual’s name. Jan
Garlington is also working to help establish the links for this project to work smoothly. In regard to questions about the newsletter calendars lack of information, Jan said they are working toward having the
calendar up to date by September.
George reported that our picnic is next month, which is planned for August 20th at Laura and Val Matthews home at 7550 Ershig Road, Bow WA. This will be a combined effort with the Woodworkers Club.
The clubs will be providing hamburgers and bratwurst and you can bring any other food items. There is
also going to be a silent tool auction, so bring any tools you will want to get rid of. There will be more
details released later.
George also reported on the Ellensburg Campout. He and Julian Lee were the first to arrive then Laura
and Val Matthews arrived a few days later. A group of Portland Woodturners also attended. Don Derry
presented a demonstration and then invited the group back to his home for a barbeque. George said
that we all should think about attending next year.
Our Top Gun John Gruenewald, reported that the top box is now ½ full and asked that you please keep
up the good work towards filling it.
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July Meeting cont.
Jim Sebring presented president George Way with a Fibonacci gauge with his initials engraved in 2 carat
gold ink. The presentation is in keeping with President George’s bit of fun and teasing while presenting
the gallery, that bowls should have a base only about a third of the bowls width. Several club members
felt the gauge would further help George make sure the bowls that he reviews definitely had the correct
size bases. (you can learn more about the Fibonacci gauge in the November 2006 issue of Wood Magazine #173) or Google Fibonacci gauge.
Richard Mabie

Let’s Turn Tops!

To all Northwest Washington Wood Turners:
We still need top turners for Kid's Fest at Bloedel-Donovan Park August 6th, 11:00AM to
3:00PM, Set-up is 10:00AM. If you can turn for just a couple of hours or more that would
be great
Directions:
From the south: Leave I-5 at exit #255 Turn left on Sunset Drive, Turn left at next Light
onto James Street, proceed down James St. and turn left onto Alabama St. Follow Alabama over Alabama Hill, turn rt. at Lake Whatcom onto Electric Ave, and BloedelDonovan Park will be on your left, follow electric Ave about 200 yards turn in the parking
lot at the park
From the north: Leave I-5 at exit #255 and merge onto James Street. Proceed down
James St. and turn left onto Alabama St. Follow Alabama over Alabama Hill, turn rt. at
Lake Whatcom onto Electric Ave, and Bloedel-Donovan Park will be on your left, follow
electric Ave about 200 yards turn in the parking lot at the park
Thank you,
Dave Blair
dlblair39@comcast.net
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July Demonstrator Eric Lofstrom
George Way introduced out guest speaker Eric Lofstrom.
eric@lofstrom.com
Eric’s web page indicates that in fall of 2002, he became a member of the South Puget Sound Chapter of the AAW and has served
on the board of directors since 2005. He enjoys representing his
club at woodworking shows and regularly mentors other turners at
monthly sawdust sessions. He began monthly demonstrations and
teaching woodturning classes at local woodworking stores in 2006.
He says the constant exposure to other turners continues to transform his awareness and understanding of turning fundamentals.
Eric began his program “Triple Axis Turning” with a power point
presentation dealing with form and concept and how he created
his first multi axis flame piece.
Eric provided an on-line hand out to complement his demo. It is
h t t p : / / ww w. e r ic lo f s t ro m . c o m / p u b l ic f ile s /
lo c a t e d
at:
Triple_Axis_Turning_Demo-_Article-_Flyer-_8pgs.pdf
Eric spent some time discussing his skews and roughing gouge. Eric hand grinds his skews to a 70 degree curved bevel (radius edge). For his turning style he feels that a radius edge skew is more forgiving
than a straight bevel. You have less chance of a catch as you are able to have more control over the
portion of the edge that contacts your work. When sharpening his skews, Eric never traps the tool handle
in a guide, he uses a tool rest and pivots the skew between his thumb and fingers across the grinding
wheel. He hones his skews between sharpening with a clever hone he developed and installs on the
headstock spindle drive. Of course the lathe has to be reversed in order to use it. Eric also suggests using multi spur drive to mount your work as they tend to grip and hold off-set work well.
At this time Eric went to the lathe to demonstrate some of the techniques he uses for multi axis work. He
starts by roughing a piece of stock into a cylinder. The cut as Eric describes it is similar to a swan dive.
You slide the skew from the tool rest up and into the turning blank in an arc, it is a peeling cut and works
quite efficiently. Eric proceeded to shave the square block into a very clean cylinder.
Eric drew a white board sketch of a multi axis turning. Starting with a circle depicting the end of the turning blank he then drew a circle about mid-way within the outer circle. He marked a center point “A” and
then marked (axis) points “B – C – D” at 120 degree increments along the mid-point circle. He then
sketched the circles that would be created from mounting the block at each of these three axis. You
could easily visualize how the turning would create a three lobed piece. This type of turning is more
guestimate than precise measurements. The results tend to be freer flowing, and by varying the axis
points you can have an infinite variation of shapes.
Back at the lathe Eric squared the ends of the cylinder he was working and removed it from the lathe. He
marked both ends of the cylinder with three axis points similar to the sketch on the white board. He took
care to make sure that the points were opposite each other at both ends. Eric then mounted the cylinder
at the 1st set of axis marks. Lathe speed is a concern when turning off center, and Eric used the speed
control to dial in a speed that had resonance or a sweet spot if you wish. By varying the speed you could
hear the piece start to vibrate and then move into harmony. Eric turned the first arc, and said you need to
remove enough wood so the edges line up with the other two axis.
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July Demonstrator Eric Lofstrom
You should leave about 1” of stock at each end to support the remounting at each of the three axis
marks. Repeat this process until all three axis are turned into a triple faced cylinder. Now you will need to
remount the cylinder on each of the axis marks as you turn a bead at one end and cove at the other end.
Stop the lathe and view your results and when you are satisfied Eric suggests using a freshly sharpened
skew for the final cut as it will leave a surface that hardly needs to be sanded. At this point Eric remounts
the piece on the original center marks and removes the waste wood at each end. He suggests that if you
are creating a stand-alone form you will need to form a base so it will sit level. You should remove
enough waste wood at the tip end to make band sawing the flame shape safe.
Eric suggests using the Johannes Michelsen hook and loop sanding discs system or you can purchase a
set from an automotive store. Eric uses a #2 MT drill chuck to hold the discs which will allow you to see
your progress and run through the grits to finish and refine the form you created. Doing this on the lathe
allows you to more accurately see your progress.
After our coffee and cookie break Eric spoke about dyeing your work. He said it was a technique that
many turners rarely try, however the results are usually an eye opener
Eric passed around turnings dyed black to show color really enhances the shape and form of the piece.
He then passed around slices of wood dyed in different colors and intensities to show the various colorations you can expect from dyes. Eric uses TransTint Analine Dye from Homestead Finishes.
Eric went on to show how the dyes work. They can be diluted with an alcohol or water to ready them for
use. Eric however recommends using alcohol as a solvent as it is faster acting on a wood project. He
first sprays the project with alcohol which will give the dye more time to flow and blend before drying.
Then start applying a color or several colors and as you work Eric said to be sure to keep flooding the
surface of your project with alcohol so the colors will flow across the piece evenly or blend into each
other smoothly. He recommends turning and tilting your piece so the dyes will run and blend into each
other. Keep spraying dye and alcohol to get the colors to flow until you have the color intensity or look
you desire. The dryer the wood the more the dye will freeze in place without flowing. Once you are satisfied with the look you have created he suggested using a hair dryer to set the dye.
A few tips Eric passed on are to save a slice of your turning blocks to use for experimenting with colors
before committing dye to a finished project. Spray bottles from US Plastics are the best to use as they
will not be affected by alcohol and last for years of use. Eric leaves dye in his bottles and just shakes
them up before use. And finally Eric sands to 600 or 800 grit before he starts his dyeing.
At this time George presented the gallery in which we had a wide range of work this month. Be sure to
go to the club’s web site on-line gallery to see them all. It is a real treat to see the work other club members have created.
After the tables and chairs were put away it was then on to the wood raffle. There were many happy club
members walking out the door with their next project in hand. This is an excellent revenue source for our
club and an excellent source for members who need project wood. Thanks to all of you who donated
turning stock this month.
Richard Mabie
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Hills to Mills 2011
The 2011 Hills to Mills took place under sunny
skies on July 8-10 at the Deming Log Show
grounds. As always there were plenty of chain saw
carvers revving their machines and laying down a
thick carpet of cedar scented sawdust around their
emerging sculptures of bears, eagles, moose,
salmon and herons. Some of their art pieces were
destined for the afternoon auctions both Saturday
and Sunday.
Fortunately
the
NWW woodturnJerry Holmes, Bill Cowan, Terry Holmes,
Dennis Shinn and Chuck Zeiger under the cover. ers were able to
set up lathes and
sun shelters across the road from "chain saw alley", so
the noise level was kept to a comfortable minimum. A
half-dozen Jet mini lathes were spinning a good part of
the weekend with virtuoso (?) performances by Bill
Cowan, , Jerry Holmes, Terry Horne, Ray Shields, Dennis Shinn, Chuck Zeiger and others. In the meantime
Dave Blair and John Novak set up a vendor table on the
Chuck Zeiger working on a small goblet
inside of the main hall, along with perhaps seven or eight
other vendors of various craft items and goods, including a woman selling nicely stained,
wood burned and carved gourds.
A generous breakfast of pancakes, eggs, bacon, sausage and coffee was available just
outside the hall for $5, plus hot dogs and hamburgers (with chips and drink) going for the
about same price at lunchtime. However, the NWWW crew were deemed honored guests
and encouraged to partake of a gratis lunch of
ham & cheese hoagie sandwiches, potato and
pasta salads, fresh vegetables, dessert and bottled water, and if they stayed long enough, a dinner of barbecued chicken with all the trimmings.
By nearly all accounts, attendance was down despite the nice weather. A rumor was circulating
that next year the organizers were planning to
hold the event in conjunction with the Deming
Logging Show in an effort to maximize attendance and increase sales. Stay tuned to see if
this becomes a reality in 2012.
Jerry and Bill demonstrate how to
cut to a specific wall thickness.

Ray Shields
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Ellensburg Woodturners Rendezvous
July 8th-24th 2011 Ellensburg Woodturners Rendezvous Report
Eleven woodturners camped at my first annual
Rendezvous. Turners from Tucson, Vancouver
BC, Portland, Tacoma, Seattle and Anacortes areas enjoyed turning experiences in the warm and
friendly environs of Ellensburg.
Various
nonturning
excursions were enjoyed
from
guided fly fishing
on the Yakima
Don’s most intimate Demonstration
River, to touring
the Valley wine growing districts. Celebrated local Artist
Don Derry entertained us for a full day’s demonstration of
fine hollowing, followed by a generous shop and home
tour. Don is a gem and was very generous with his time
for turners that took the time to visit “ His town”. Great fun
was had by all and we look forward to next year’s event,
which I have scheduled for July 20th – 30th 2012. The
week prior is the Cascade Carvers Academy – 5 day
carving instruction, and the last weekend of July coinsides with the Ellensburg Jazz in the Valley Celebration.
Julian L Lee

Art Turned and Carved
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What now moment

August Picnic
NO AUGUST MEETING,
BUT DON’T FORGET THE PICNIC!
On Saturday, August 20, we’ll be gathering at Val and Laura
Matthews place at 1 PM for the annual picnic and tool auction. This is a combined Northwest Corner Woodworkers Association and Northwest
Washington Woodturners event, and has become somewhat of a tradition over the
years. Val and Laura have ample parking and space for this, and all you have to do is
show up with a side dish (salad, desert or whatever), something cool to drink, and a lawn
chair or two. Normally, we eat about 3 PM and close the bidding for the auction at
around 4 PM. Don’t forget to bring your significant other and something to sit on. The
two clubs provide the burgers, hotdogs, brats, fixings, paper plates, plastic ware and
napkins.
SILENT AUCTION
For those of you who have never participated in a silent auction, the rules
are pretty simple. The seller displays
the item for sale with a sales sheet
listing the item, a short description of
the item condition (e.g. new, works
good, needs repair, etc), seller’s
name, minimum acceptable bid if the
seller wishes to state one. Anyone interested in the item simply enters a
bid and their name. Anyone else interested in the same item enters a
higher bid on the next line. Normally,
bids should advance by at least 10%
over the previous bid. Check back often to see if you are still the highest
bidder. When the cutoff time is announced, the highest bidder wins the
item provided their bid exceeds the
stated minimum bid. The bidder then
pays the seller, so don’t forget to bring
money or your checkbook! You never
know what might show up for sale!
Please make copies of the attached
silent auction form for any items you
bring to sell
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Silent Auction
Instructions: Place your bid on the sheet below. Check back periodically to see if you
are still the highest bidder. If not, bid again! Closing time will be announced without
warning sometime after we eat.

Item __________________ Condition

_____________________________

Seller__________________ Minimum bid (if any) _______________
Bid

Bidder’s name

Member Tips
Some time ago I bought a chuck from Grizzly,
(H6265). The last digit of the number denotes the insert thread. Also available pin and dovetail jaws.
Fearing I might drop a screw into the chips and lose
it, I contacted Grizzly for replacements. They would
have to order in screws at two dollars each plus shipping. I asked the clerk for specs. Specs are M58X10 countersink head. Screws are available from
“Hardware Sales” in Bellingham at fifteen cents each.
Jack Northey

I have truly come to appreciate the value and practical
safety applications of the use of a face shield. Dave
Blair has allowed me to use his UVEX Bionic Face
Shield with the anti-fog hard coated lens. I am truly impressed with it. I believe that Dave initially purchased
his through the Sanding Glove, but they want $42.95
and approximately $12.00 in Shipping & Handling
($55.00 dollars). Other dealers sell this same UVEX
face shield for $50 dollars or more without S&H.
I just ordered my UVEX Bionic Face Shield with the anti-fog hard coated lens through
Enviro Safety Products a few minutes ago. I paid $29.97 plus $5.95 US Priority Mail for
a total of $35.92 dollars. The Uvex Standard Lens (non-fog and not hard coated) is
available for $19.97
This is an amazing deal for a terrific face shield.
Tom DiNardo
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Mentoring Tips
MENTORING NEWS
Don’t forget that our Basic Mentoring program is available for beginning turners as well as more
experienced turners.
Our Basic Mentoring program was created using the AAW Teaching Woodturning Basics
teaching guide. The program focuses on learning spindle turning basics as a way to master tool
control which can then be applied to most other modes of turning. Our basic turning mentors are
George Way, Lucinda Van Valkenburg, Bob Doop, Fred Holder, Dave Blair, Melanie
Mankamyer, Jim Short and Rick Anderson.
In addition to the basic mentoring program, we have developed a list of volunteer mentors with
expertise in specialty subjects (such as hollowing, texturing, bowl turning, etc.) as well as more
advanced turning skills. These mentors stand ready to assist you…….it is a great opportunity to
advance your skills.
Printed copies of our mentor lists and their contact info are available on the membership table at
our monthly meetings. Be sure to pick up copies and keep them handy for the next time you
want to advance your turning skills.
If you have any questions regarding mentoring or need assistance in being connected with an
appropriate mentor please feel welcome to call or email me.
Rick Anderson
360-671-0532
VicePresident@NWWWT.org

!! Raffle Wood !!

Useful Website Links

Our wood raffle is an important
source of income for the club.
Please bring any surplus you
can scrounge up but try to limit
it to something you would enjoy
turning yourself.

Note:
Web links have been provided on
our website rather than included in
the newsletter.
Please visit:
www.northwestwashingtonwoodturners.org
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Ads
This space is set aside for members to advertise free of charge to sell or purchase tools, wood. etc.
Please submit your ad to Ron Wehde (rmwehde@comcast.net) by the last Thursday of the month or
submit it to him at the meeting for inclusion in the next months newsletter.
MORE WOODTURNING
The magazine for turners. Published 10 times a
year by Fred Holder.
One yr: $35.00;
Two yrs: $70.00;
Three yrs $105.00.
Electronic version $25/yr. delivered from More
Woodturning online at: www.morewoodturning.net
Lots of great information for your browsing pleasure.
More Woodturning
PO Box 2168
Snohomish WA 98291-2168
Phone: 360-668-0976
email: fred@morewoodturning.net

Club Discounts Available:
Show your Club Membership card and get 10% off
at Rockler’s and Crosscut Hardwoods

Targo Woods
1104 C Street Bldg. B
Bellingham, WA
Just three blocks south of the old site.
www.targowoods.com [or]
ww.hardwoodstoget.com
Local Bellingham wood source for your projects.
Hard woods, Burls, Veneers. Wood to replace a
leg on a chair, make a whole dining room set or
turn a bowl, you will find it at Targo.
Oby says: NWWoodturner Club
get 10% off on their Purchases.

members will

Save on gas buy local.
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Ads and Contacts
Club Contacts:

FOR SALE
BELSAW 9103
PLANER/MOLDING CUTTER
I have a Belsaw 9103 planer/molding
cutter that runs fine but needs
blades. Blades run about $40. The
manual is available online and I would be
glad to print it out if the buyer doesn't
have Internet access. I would like $150
for it.
Jan Garlington
360-668-2392
janicegarlington@gmail.com

For sale
Variable speed Mini Jet lathe
Complete with Jet stand, face plate, knockout bar,
live center and drive center and tool rest. Tool rack
and wrench less assembly bolts. Complete and in
undamaged condition $ 450.
Contact
Julian L Lee
360 299 2900
julian.s@comcast.net

President
George Way
President@nwwwt.org

360-293-7305

Vice President
Rick Anderson
VicePesident@nwwwt.org

360-319-7600

Secretary
Richard Mabie
Secretary@nwwwt.org

425-774-5996

Treasurer
Greg Anderson
Treasurer@nwwwt.org

425-501-8088

Member at Large
Jerry Holmes
loggerJerry@hotmail.com
Dennis Shinn
hdshinn@eskimo.com
Jim Sebring
n7blw@yahoo.com
Bill Rawls
wrawls@webtv.net

360-293-4529
360-854-9909
360-691-3788
360-387-2993

Programs Chairman
Bob Doop
Bob.doop@fidalgo.net

360-293-4522

Membership Chairman
Jesse Charette
Membership@nwwwt.org

360-671-0163

Education Chairman
Rick Anderson
rick@gardenarches.com

360-319-7600

Sawdust Saturday Chairman
Dennis Shinn
hdshinn@eskimo.com

360-854-9909

Events Chairman
Dave Blair
dlblair39@comcast.net

360-733-3911

Newsletter
Ron Wehde
Newsletter@nwwwt.org

425-745-9851
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