Northwest Washington Woodturners
A Local Chapter of the American Association of Woodturners
Monthly Newsletter for November 2011
Northwest Washington
Woodturners....
meets every third Thursday of
the month. There is no meeting in December.
We meet at Hillcrest Park
Lodge in Mt.Vernon WA. Exit I5 at Kincaid street, exit 226.
Turn east up Kincaid to So.
13th, turn right on 13th. Hillcrest Park is approx. six blocks
south on 13th. The lodge is located in the Northwest corner
of the parking lot beyond the
tennis courts. Meetings are
open to anyone interested in
wood turning. All skill levels
from beginners to advanced
turners are welcome.
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President’s Letter
My final letter as the president brings opportunities for many thanks.
Looking back as I took over from Garrit Van Ness in June of 2010, I
feel good about the club having more money and more members
than ever before. The reason for this success is because of the
many dedicated individuals who have donated countless hours towards making this club one of the more active clubs in the area. To
start my thanks, I’ll begin with the board members who meet once a
month on the Tuesday following our general meeting. These include,
Vice President Rick Anderson, Treasurer Greg Anderson, Secretary
Richard Maybie and members at large Dennis Shinn (also Sawdust
Saturdays), Bill Rawls (AAW donations), Jerry Holmes (keeper of the
trailer), and a recent fill in, Jim Sebring. Besides being members of
the board, you can see they were also committee chairmen. Other
committee chair people that regularly attended the monthly meetings
were Les Books, librarian, Dave Blair, events, Bob Doop, past president and program chair, Ron Wehde, newsletter, and Jan Garlington, web page editor.
Before every meeting a crew arrives early to set up the lodge. They
include Bob Elkins, Bill Rawls and Jerry Holmes with chair and lathe
set up. The video crew needs an hour to set up their equipment and
they are Charlie Drake (taking over for Julian Lee), and Jim Short.
The audio crew includes Mike Young and Cotty Howe. The Food
Crew included Shirley Butters, Robbie Shinn and Judy Klett. Also
arriving early every month is Sherry McDuffy who keeps our sales
table stocked and always brings cookies and a pie for the winner of
the pie auction. Jesse Charette, our membership chair, sets up the
membership table with Greg Anderson, Rick Anderson and Dave
Blair. Ron Wehde arrives early to set up his photography box and
organizes the “show and tell” table for the web gallery he puts together. All these people are busy every month before 5:30 so when
dinner was ready, we could start our meeting.
We also had our usual number of workshops at Garrit’s shop. Our
mentor program (Rick Anderson) brought in new people for our
“Turning 101” classes and Dennis Shinn kept the Sawdust Saturdays
active throughout the year. And this year we added two “grand”
demos at the First Baptist Church in Anacortes thanks to Bob Doop.
This required more than the usual effort regarding publicity (Rick
Anderson) Logistics (Ed Frank and Les Books) and housing (Les
Books and Art Learmonth). Thank you one and all!
Our next meeting is January 19th and our new leaders – President
Rick Anderson and Vice President Melanie Mankamyer – will lead us
into another fun and active year. The program, as is our new tradition, will be led by president Rick Anderson with a group presentation. The details will come with our January reminder. Until then,
think about being on the “thank you” list next year, Happy Holidays
and have fun turning. GW
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Al Stirt Demo and Class

AL STIRT… Coming to our club!
th -12
th
March
March 10
10th
-12th

On March 10th from 9am to 4pm at the Anacortes
First Baptist Church Al Stirt will be presenting an all
day demo. Al will also be leading classes on March
11th & 12th . Al is one of the true masters of our craft
and these events will be a unique opportunity to learn
and advance your skills.
Al’s all day demo will feature Open Bowl Turning,
Fluted & Carved Bowls, Sgraffito Platters (visit Al’
website to learn more about these unique pieces),
Square and Textured Platters plus a slide show discussion of Al’s work and the inspiration behind his
unique pieces. Price for the All Day Demo will be $40
which includes a delicious hot lunch, beverages and
snacks. This will be a day that is full of useful information that can be applied to your work no matter
what your level of turning.
On March 12th Al will lead a hands on class which will include turning 2 platters…..one will be one of
Al’s signature Sgraffito Platters and the other will be one of his wonderful Square Platters with texturing.
At the end of the day you will have 2 platters to add to your collection! Price of this class will be $110.
On March 13th Al will lead another hands on class
on Bowl Turning. Al considers himself first and
foremost a “bowl maker” and this will be a wonderful opportunity to learn. This class will include basic bowl turning and an exploration of various
ways of carving, texturing and fluting your bowls
to make them unique to you. Price of this class will
be $110.
Al is from Enosburg Falls, Vermont which is near
the US/Quebec border. He has been a popular
demonstrator at many clubs and events in the US
and abroad, including several AAW Symposiums.
Al’s work is primarily focused on bowls, many of
which have very unique texturing and coloring.
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Al Stirt Demo and Class

AL STIRT… Coming to our club!
th -12
th
March
March 10
10th
-12th

The following artist statement from his website provides a brief glimpse into his art:
“I consider myself a "bowl maker" more than a wood
turner because, although the turning process fascinates me, it is the resulting bowl that commands my
interest. From the earliest times bowls have had
meanings for people beyond the purely utilitarian.
The bowl as vessel has a resonance deep within the
human psyche. I have always thought of each piece
that I make as a composition utilizing elements of
pattern, line, weight, texture and form. Even in the
most simple pieces I try to find a harmony of grain
and shape. I seek a balance in my work between the
dynamic and the serene. By playing with the tension
created by combining the circle's perfection with the
energy of pattern I am trying to make pieces that have life. I use patterns, whether created by grain
structure or organic fluting & carving or repeated geometric
shapes, to develop harmony in each of my pieces. I find
myself always looking for a new means of expression
within the turned form.”
Be sure to visit Al’s website for more photos & information:
http://www.alstirt.com
For additional information contact: Rick Anderson
360-319-7600 or Email: vicepresident@nwwwt.org
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November Meeting
The last meeting of 2011 was our annual Pot Luck dinner and bucket raffle. There was a wonderful collection
of delicious dishes to choose from
this year, several meat ball casseroles, sliced ham, along with several
pasta dishes and a green bean hot
dish, and a wide variety of salads.
And then there were the desserts,
cherry, apple and pumpkin pies and a
blueberry cobbler, and in addition
there were sweet breads, cupcakes,
brownies and fudge
President George Way opened the meeting with a big thank you to all of the board members and committee chairs. He presented a commemorative plaque to Sherry McDuffy for all the time she has selflessly given running our club store. Hauling bins of products in and out of her car to the club meetings
and setting the item up each month and making sure when items run low getting them reordered. Sherry
also brings special plates of cookies and candy to each meeting so we can snack while we shop. Sherry
also donates the pie of the month prize that brought in $100 for this year’s auction. George presented a
second commemorative plaque to Jerry Holmes for his tireless efforts in keeping the club trailer, bringing
it to all of the club activities, helping with loading, unloading, and all of the maintenance required. Jerry is
also to be thanked for all the wonderful donations of timber to the clubs monthly wood raffle. Jerry brings
choice pieces of timber and often burls that we all hope to win for our next project. Jerry is always ready
to help and donate his time whenever there are special projects or needs for club activities. His annual
Chainsaw Saturday has been a very popular activity each year, one of our most attended events.
The meeting moved on to the election of officers. All positions were voted in unanimously. Our new officers are President Rick Anderson, Vice president Melanie Mankamyer, Treasurer Greg Anderson, Secretary Tom DiNardo, and Member At Large Jim Sebring and Ray Shields.
After the approval of officers we had an additional treat this year. Club member Tom DiNardo presented
an auction of a very large assortment of donated
and desirable items. There was everything from
large pieces of timber to afghan’s. A sampling of
the items was a day in the shop with Rick Anderson making a pepper grinder and a day with
Melanie Mankamyer making jewelry. There were
wood turnings by some of our guest turners and
other turnings donated by our members, present
and past. There were shop tools such as an air
compressor and a dust collector set up. There
were many more items all of which auctioneer
Tom DiNardo had fun with the audience working
the bids up. One such item was a very tiny top
in a glass tube. The bidding started at a $1 with
everyone’s hand in the air and as Tom counted you could drop your hand when the bidding got higher
than you wanted to pay. Tom counted very fast and hands started dropping, the bidding ended at $17,
to everyone’s delight.
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November Meeting cont.
Tom presented a card raffle following the auction activity. Playing cards
from a deck could be purchased during the evening and chosen from a
deck for $10.00 each. You were to tear your card in half and placed a
half in the bucket. The prize was a free class with one of our next nationally known guest demonstrators, which would work out to be worth well
over $100. The winning card holder was Sherry McDuffy.
The next activity was our traditional bucket raffle. Tickets 10 for $5.00
could be purchased and during the evening you could place tickets in the
bags that had an item you were interested in having. We had a large assortment of prizes this year. We had everything from tools, wood, art
sets, yarn, sea shells, books and craft supplies along with many other
items. The prizes were lined up on tables and numbered; corresponding
bags were placed next to the prizes. This activity was organized and officiated by Melanie Mankamyer. A ticket was drawn from each bag in turn
and the prize was delivered to the winner. The bag raffle is always fun
for our members and some folks even won several of the same items to
everyone’s delight.
Richard Mabie
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November Meeting cont.
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Mentoring News
MENTORING NEWS
Don’t forget that our Basic Mentoring program is available for beginning turners as well
as more experienced turners.
Our Basic Mentoring program was created using the AAW Teaching Woodturning Basics
teaching guide. The program focuses on learning spindle turning basics as a way to
master tool control which can then be applied to most other modes of turning. Our basic
turning mentors are George Way, Lucinda Van Valkenburg, Bob Doop, Fred Holder, Dave
Blair, Melanie Mankamyer, Jim Short and Rick Anderson.
In addition to the basic mentoring program, we have developed a list of volunteer mentors with expertise in specialty subjects (such as hollowing, texturing, bowl turning, etc.)
as well as more advanced turning skills. These mentors stand ready to assist you…….it
is a great opportunity to advance your skills.
Printed copies of our mentor lists and their contact info are available on the membership
table at our monthly meetings. Be sure to pick up copies and keep them handy for the
next time you want to advance your turning skills.
If you have any questions regarding mentoring or need assistance in being connected
with an appropriate mentor please feel welcome to call or email me.
Rick Anderson
360-319-7600
President@NWWWT.org
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Ads
This space is set aside for members to advertise free of charge to sell or purchase tools, wood. etc.
Please submit your ad to Ron Wehde (rmwehde@comcast.net) by the last Thursday of the month or
submit it to him at the meeting for inclusion in the next months newsletter.
MORE WOODTURNING
The magazine for turners. Published 10 times a
year by Fred Holder.
One year: $35.00;
Two years: $70.00;
Three years $105.00.
Electronic version $25/yr. delivered from More
Woodturning online at: www.morewoodturning.net
Lots of great information for your browsing
pleasure.
More Woodturning
PO Box 2168
Snohomish WA 98291-2168
Phone: 360-668-0976
email: fred@morewoodturning.net

Club Discounts Available:
Show your Club Membership card and get 10% off
at Rockler’s, Woodcraft and Crosscut Hardwoods

Targo Woods
1104 C Street Bldg. B
Bellingham, WA
Just three blocks south of the old site.
www.targowoods.com [or]
ww.hardwoodstoget.com
Local Bellingham wood source for your projects.
Hard woods, Burls, Veneers. Wood to replace a
leg on a chair, make a whole dining room set or
turn a bowl, you will find it at Targo.
Oby says: NWWoodturner Club members will
get 10% off on their Purchases.
Save on gas buy local.
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Ads and Contacts
Club Contacts:
President
Rick Anderson
President@nwwwt.org

360-671-0532

Vice President
Melanie Mankamyer
VicePesident@nwwwt.org

360-766-7004

Secretary
Tom DiNardo
Secretary@nwwwt.org

888-503-0828

Treasurer
Greg Anderson
Treasurer@nwwwt.org

425-501-8088

Member at Large

For sale
Variable speed Mini Jet lathe
New Price!
Complete with Jet stand, face plate, knockout bar,
live center and drive center and tool rest. Tool
Rack and wrench less assembly bolts. Complete
and in undamaged condition $350.00

Bill Rawls
wrawls@webtv.net
Jim Sebring
n7blw@yahoo.com
Ray Shields
rayshields@msn.com
Dennis Shinn
woodturner@anatechsys.com

Contact

Programs Chairperson

Julian L Lee
360 299 2900
Julian.s@comcast.net

George Way
georgerway@gmail.com

360-387-2993
360-691-3788
360-671-3072
360-854-9909

360-293-7305

Website Chairperson
Jan Garlington
janicegarlington@gmail.com

425-481-3564

Membership Chairperson
Jesse Charette
Membership@nwwwt.org

Merry
Merry
Christmas
Christmas
Everyone
Everyone

360-671-0163

Education Chairperson
Rick Anderson
rick@gardenarches.com

360-319-7600

Sawdust Saturday Chairperson
Ed Frank
edwinfrank@comcast.net
Mike Young
mjyoungana@gmail.com

360-293-5534
360-293-4236

Events Chairperson
Dave Blair
dlblair39@comcast.net

360-733-3911

Newsletter
Ron Wehde
ron.wehde@gmail.com
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425-745-9851

