Northwest Washington Woodturners
A Local Chapter of the American Association of Woodturners

Monthly Newsletter for September 2012

Northwest Washington
Woodturners...

meets every third Thursday of the
month. There is no meeting in
December.
We meet at Hillcrest Park Lodge in
Mt. Vernon, WA. Exit I-5 at Kincaid
St, exit 226. Turn east up Kincaid to
So. 13th Street, turn right (south).
Hillcrest Park is approx. 6 blocks
south on 13th St. The Lodge is
located in the northwest corner of the
parking lot beyond the tennis courts.
Meetings are open to anyone
interested in woodturning. All skill
levels from beginners to advanced
turners are welcome.
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President's Letter
Greetings!

It was a busy summer for NWW……Hills to Mills,
Top Turning for the kids in Mount Vernon and
Bellingham and the Anacortes Arts Festival.
Thanks to everyone who participated. These
events are always a good opportunity to make new
turning friends and learn new skills from your
fellow turners.
A special thanks to Dave Blair who organizes our
efforts for these events. Dave has been leading
these efforts for several years. It’s a BIG job……be
sure to tell Dave thanks and offer your help with
future events by serving on our Events Committee
and/or helping setup and demonstrate. THANKS
Dave!
Our joint picnic with the Northwest Corner
Woodworkers was, as usual, another fun day. Lots
of food and fellowship w/ a silent auction too. Be
sure to thank Laura and Val Matthews for the
enjoyable day. Laura and Val have graciously
hosted our picnic on their beautiful lawn for
several years. Plus it’s always fun to see what’s
going on in their shop. It’s a lot of work for them
both before and after the picnic. THANKS Laura
and Val!
Our activities resume at our meeting on Sept. 20
with member Jay Saxon providing the program.
Jay will be sharing his experiences marketing his
work at various shows and galleries. Jay will be
discussing his tips for members interested in doing
the same.
It still seems like summer, but our Tops for Tots
project is rapidly winding toward a November
finish line and our first box is not yet full. We had
set 2 boxes as our goal at the beginning of the
year. If each member turned 1 0 tops we would
(continued on next page)
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President's Letter (cont'd)
end up with more than 1,1 00 tops. Two boxes is still attainable if everyone does their share.
Please take the time to turn 1 0 or more!
At our board meeting on September 25th I will be appointing a nominating committee and we
will begin discussion of nominations for new officers and board members due to be elected at
our November meeting. We will be electing a Vice President, Treasurer and 2 At-Large board
members this year. Please give consideration to serving in one of these positions to help keep
our club active and moving forward.
Have a great rest of your summer…..!
Turn Safely!
Rick

July Meeting

Hand Thread Chasing
At July's general meeting, we were treated to a demonstration and
discussion by Fred Holder on making screw threads in wood. Most
domestic hardwoods are not ideal for thread chasing; some dense
woods such as lignum vitae, osage orange, desert ironwood, African
blackwood, and cocobolo work satisfactorily; English boxwood
comes highly recommended. Although threads can be created
using a machine with a powered cutter (such as the one made by
Bonnie Klein), Fred focused his talk on cutting threads by hand
using a set of specially designed tools. These sets are available from
Sorby, Crown, Taylor and others, but the one Fred likes best is from Ray Iles in England. Chasers
are commonly sold with 1 4, 1 6, 1 8, or 20 teeth per inch (TPI). Fred suggests that a beginner start
with a set of 1 6 TPI chasers, and use a slow turning speed (around 200 rpm).
Fred recommends that the inside (female) thread
be cut first, and then the outside (male) thread
cut to match it. Preparing the hole for the
internal thread includes being sure that the sides
are exactly parallel, and
chamfering the entrance
slightly. Cutting the threads
is done by using the chaser
in a looping motion, which
takes practice.
For those interested, additional information can be found in Fred's book
on hand thread chasing, available on his morewoodturningmagazine.com
website.
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September Program
For September's regular meeting, Jay Saxon will be presenting a program that will cover the
many aspects of marketing your work. Some of the topics will include: things to consider,
kinds of marketing, pricing strategies, payment strategies, on-line options, and web page
design. This program will be well suited for those of us who don’t have a sales and
marketing background but would still like some extra money for new tools.

Coming Program for October
Our Oct. 1 8th demo will be Eric Lofstrom who is one of our premier presenters and is also a
“master of the skew”. His presentation will include understanding how to perform
foundational woodturning cuts, basic spindle turning, sharpening methods, and techniques
of finessing tool control to obtain a clean cut.

AND…
Two All Day Hands-On Workshops
Friday, Oct. 1 9th Skew Skills: “Making the Cuts” The experience of using the skew and the
lessons learned will expand participant’s understanding of ALL cutting tools. Students will
take home several samples created during the class for reference and inspiration in their own
shop.
Saturday, Oct. 20th Sharpening Techniques Students will be shown various sharpening
techniques then will be able to sharpen their tools to razor sharp precision. After sharpening
their tools, students will be able to turn small projects to see the results of their sharpening
effort.
Both all day workshops will be at Garrit Van Ness’s workshop from 9:00 to 4:00. The club
will provide coffee and donuts and the students will provide their own lunches. The cost of
each workshop is $75 payable to NWW either at our general meeting or sent to Greg
Anderson.

These workshops will fill up fast so if you’re thinking about advancing your skills, bring
your $75 to the September meeting and sign up.
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The CREATIVE CHALLENGE for October
The October CREATIVE CHALLENGE will be to turn something "INSPIRED BY NATURE!"
This is a chance to stretch our woodturning creativity and to examine our natural world with
an aesthetic eye. There are so many opportunities to stretch our woodturning experiences...
approach this from whatever level you are turning at... it's your choice!. Your work will be
shown on a separate section of the gallery table, and NOT critiqued or judged in any way.
This is NOT a contest! As always, there will be a drawing for prizes. Crank up your
imagination and turn something "INSPIRED BY NATURE!”

A Word of Thanks
I would like to thank the following people for
turning tops for kids at Hillcrest Park on July 21 st:
Guenter Elsner, Jesse Charette, Tom DiNardo,
Rick Anderson, Melanie Mankamyer, Ron Means,
Jerry Holmes, Ray Shields, Dennis Shinn, Bill
Rawls, Bryan and Conner Kazem, George Way,
Chuck Zeiger, and Ed Frank.
In addition, the following people turned tops for
Kid's Fest at Bloedel-Donovan Park in Bellingham:
Guenter Elsner, Jesse Charette, Tom DiNardo,
Rick Anderson, Melanie Mankamyer, Mike Young,
Ray Shields, Jack Fisher, Steve Wagoner and Phil Andress. I received a letter of gratitude from
Amber Williams and Dick Henry of the Bellingahm Parks Department who continue to be quite
happy with and appreciative of our top turning efforts there.
Thank you,
Dave Blair

Didn't get a chance to attend one of our Club's top turning events this year? Not to worry, we
still need your talents! Consider turning some tops to contribute to our 'Tops for Tots' Box
which will be available during our September, October and/or November regular meetings.
You'll have fun turning them, and the kids that ultimately receive them at Christmas time will
enjoy playing with them.
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Our August Picnic

Once again we owe a huge "Thank You" to Laura
and Val Mathews for hosting the annual combined
Northwest Corner Woodworkers and our Northwest
WA Woodturners club picnic. The usual pot luck feast
was another huge success with NWC providing chef
cooking up tasty cheeseburgers,
brats and hot dogs.
In addition to filling our tummies
we had an opportunity to empty our
wallets at the silent auction. Well,
not empty,
exactly, but at
least make
them a little
lighter.
Many hard to find useful items (and a few real dogs) were available on the string of tables. Hats off to all

who brought things for sale -- we all enjoyed examining, fondling, commenting on, and bidding
on your items. Now, where to find a place in the shop to keep that stuff!
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Once the call went out that burgers and tube steaks were
ready the line quickly formed. Grownups took advantage of
the shade, swapping shop talk and tales. Budding young
artists practiced their skill with crayons and marking pens.
Something to do and of interest to everyone. We are
indeed fortunate to have Val and Laura as such gracious
hosts.
Thank you again!!!

Photos and article
by Dennis Shinn
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Sawdust Saturdays
Sawdust Saturdays have been designed by club volunteers to help new turners develop skills
and be introduced to different opportunities in wood turning. Classes are held at Garrett Van
Ness’ studio in Bayview. We begin the class about 9:00 am and wrap up about 3:00 pm. Our
club has eight mini-lathes available to learn on as well as a basic set of turning tools for each
lathe.
The next classes will be:
September 29: Goblets
October 27: Tools and equipment
Sign-up sheets will be available at the Thursday meetings.
Please sign up early. The fee for classes is $5.00 to cover the cost of materials and treats.
For information on classes contact:
Ed Frank at 360.293.5534, or Mike Young at 360.293.4236.

A Wise Man Once Said...
"I used to eat a lot of natural foods until I learned
that most people die of natural causes."

FOOD FOR THOUGHT?
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Club Contacts
President
Rick Anderson
President@nwwwt.org

360-31 9-7600

Vice President
Melanie Mankamyer
360-766-7004
VicePesident@nwwwt.org

Membership Chairpersons

Hazel Thomas
360-929-6075
Membership@nwwwt.org
Laura Matthews
360-757-7730
Membership@nwwwt.org

Secretary
Dennis and Robbie Shinn
Secretary@nwwwt.org

360-854-9909

Mentoring Chairperson
Jim Sebring
n7blw@yahoo.com

Treasurer
Greg Anderson
Treasurer@nwwwt.org

425-501 -8088

Sawdust Saturday Chairpersons
Ed Frank
360-293-5534
edwinfrank@comcast.net

Members at Large
Bill Rawls
wrawls1 @gmail.com

360-387-2993

Jim Sebring
n7blw@yahoo.com
Ray Shields
rayshields@msn.com

360-691 -3788

Mike Young
mjyoungana@gmail.com

360-293-4236

360-691 -3788

Events Chairperson
Dave Blair
dlblair39@comcast.net

360-733-3911

360-671 -3072

Ray Shields
rayshields@msn.com

360-671 -3072

Dennis Shinn
360-854-9909
Skagitdude@isomedia.com

Gallery Photographer
Ron Means
360-222-3092
ron.means@rocketmail.com

Programs Chairperson
George Way
georgerway@gmail.com

Newsletter Chairperson
Ray Shields
rayshields@msn.com

360-671 -3072

Library Chairperson
Les Books
l.books09@gmail.com

360-93-5067

360-293-7305

Website Chairperson
Jesse Charette
360-920-1 485
jesse.charette@gmail.com

Q.
A.

Who is coming in March, 201 3 for an
All-Day Demo and to teach classes?
David Ellsworth (you already knew that,
didn't you!?)
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Ads
This space is set aside for members to advertise free of charge to sell or purchase tools, wood, etc. Please
submit your ad to the Newsletter Editor by the last Thursday of the month or submit it to him at the
meeting for inclusion in the next month's newsletter.

Targo Woods
11 00 C St, Bldg B
Bellingham, WA

www.targowoods.com or
www.hardwoodstoget.com
Local Bellingham wood source for
your projects. Hardwoods, Burls,
Veneers. Wood to replace a leg on a
chair, make a whole dining room set or
turn a bowl, you will find it at Targo.
Oby says: "NWW Club members will
get 10% off on their purchases. "
Save on gas, buy local!

The magazine for turners. Published 10
times a year by Fred Holder.
One year: $35.00
Two years: $70.00
Three years: $105.00
Electronic version $25/yr delivered online
at: www.morewoodturning.net
Lots of great information for your
browsing pleasure.
More Woodturning
PO Box 2168
Snohomish, WA 98291-2168
Phone: 360-668-0976
Email: fred@morewoodturning.net
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Ads (Cont'd)

Club Discounts Available

Show your Club Membership card and get 10% off
at Rockler's, Woodcraft and Crosscut Hardwoods.

10

