Northwest Washington Woodturners
A Local Chapter of the American Association of Woodturners

Monthly Newsletter for February/March 201 4

Northwest Washington
Woodturners...

The Club meets every third Thursday of
the month. There is no meeting in December. Time: 6:30pm. No host dinner
beginning at 5:30pm .
We meet at Hillcrest Park Lodge in Mt.
Vernon, WA. Exit I-5 at Kincaid St, exit
226. Turn east up Kincaid to So. 13th
Street, turn right (south). Hillcrest Park
is approx. 6 blocks south on 13th St.
The Lodge is located in the northwest
corner of the parking lot beyond the
tennis courts.
Meetings are open to anyone interested
in woodturning. All skill levels from
beginners to advanced turners are
welcome.
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President's Letter
Bit of a close call this month. As most of you know,
we've been having problems getting the Nova club
lathe to run after being stored out in the cold in the
club trailer. Fortunately Rick Erb and Mike Young had
the presence of mind to check it out before the
meeting and after several hours of warming, tweaking
and TLC were not able to get it running reliably. Dave
Brosten, another Nova owner spent quite some time
doing maintenance inside the lathe head as well but
unfortunately, again no joy.
Options were few in providing a lathe of large enough
capacity for our guest artist, Michael Werner, to
present his program. We owe a big debt of gratitude to
Coty Howe for his gracious offer to loan his lathe for
the meeting. Without it and the attention of Rick, Mike
and Dave, there would not have been a meeting in
February.
I'm pleased to announce, this will no longer be a
concern. After over a year of research, discussion and
debate, your club is now the proud owner of a Robust
Sweet Sixteen short bed lathe!
As you know, the program for March will be Cindy
Drozda both for the general Thursday evening meeting
and the special all day demo at the Anacortes Baptist
church. We will unveil the new lathe at the general
meeting and allow Ms Drozda to become the first to
put it in use. What better way to initiate it!
Speaking of Ms Drozda's all day demo, if you haven't
already signed up, you can still do so at the regular
meeting the Thursday before. I would urge you to visit
her web site http://www.cindydrozda.com/ to see her
work. She's an amazing artist and teacher; the Saturday
demo promises to be a real education.
I'd like to take a moment to remind everyone of the
work our volunteers put out to make our meetings and
our programs as meaningful and pleasant as they are.
First, we're all pretty aware of the A/V setup and the
(Cont'd on Page 2)
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President's Letter (cont'd)
group that hauls in all the video equipment, sets it up, works it during the meetings then breaks it all
down and packs it up again. They are the more visible part of the team. But without the audio
equipment it would be pretty difficult to follow the guests' presentation. So we also need to recognize
Coty Howe, Dave Brosten and Mike Young for managing that portion of the system. There is equally as
much gear to be unloaded, set up, then broken down and reloaded so if you're there a bit early, you
might offer to lend them a hand dragging the stuff in and out.
Of course our coffee breaks wouldn't be much in the way of coffee breaks without coffee. We have Tom
Thorton, our head Barrista and his wife to thank for making sure the pots are at the ready. They provide
our mid meeting java jolt along with all the cleanup afterward. You might consider lending them a hand,
too.
You've probably noticed a couple tables in the back corner of the hall filled with merchandise for sale.
Richard Mabie is our club quartermaster and this is where he tends the club store. It's a convenient
source for many of the consumables used in the shop. Richard is always open to suggestions for
additions to his inventory so feel free to bring them to his attention. My wife, Robbie, helps Richard
during the presentations which frees him up to watch the program.
At the membership table we make available a lot of information related to local and regional turning
events, not just sign-ups for club membership. The two ladies that take care of all this, Laura Mathews
and Kasha Newberry take care of ordering name tags, maintaining the mailing list up to date, and many
other tasks related to keeping our membership informed about what's going on. You may have noticed it
gets pretty hectic at times. They appreciate your patience.
And if you haven't browsed our library of DVDs, books and other publications, you're missing another
great resource managed by our librarian, Glen Lockhart. Over the years the club library has grown
substantially thanks to Glen and all the past librarians' efforts to make it available. Please respect the
organizational efforts that have been put into sorting and cataloging the library material when searching
through it by placing items back in their proper spot. Makes it easier for the next person to find what
they're looking for.
This brings us to our newsletter editor, Ray Shields, without whom you wouldn't be reading this. Anyone
and everyone is encouraged to contribute here to make our newsletter the voice of the membership. As
well as make Ray's work load a little lighter. It's not always easy to fill these pages every month single
handedly. Nobody's expected to compose a Pulitzer Prize submission, just share a shop moment, safety
tip, a unique technique .... We don't often have time at our regular meetings to share everything we've
discovered over the previous month. Here's the place to do so.
These are some of the unsung heroes and heroines that keep the club active and interesting. But by far,
the most important people in Northwest Washington Wood Turners are you, the members. Without you
and your participation at meetings, events and your volunteering to help at major events there would be
no club. I'd like to extend an invitation to take it to the next level and consider becoming a board
member in some capacity. The election of officers isn't until the end of the year, nonetheless, please give
it some thought.
Thanks
Dennis
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February Program Recap
Michael Werner presented an amusing and

informative session on off center turning. Michael
grew up in Switzerland and did a traditional four
year apprenticeship in metalworking there. His
"Old World Craftsmanship" was in evidence as he
demonstrated off center turning of a bowl. His
pieces are often embellished with burning, painting
and texturing which he does prior to turning so that
the edges remain crisp. For this demo he started
with a pre-painted and textured 8"x8"x2" piece of
maple attached to a counter-weighted charger plate
(1 /2" thick plywood), which in turn was attached to
a Baltic birch circular faceplate with Spax screws
(do not use drywall screws that can snap or break
under stress). The surface of the charger plate was counter sunk where the screws would exit, to give room
for any wood that pulls out when the screws enter the wood -- this keeps everything flat and true.
Michael formed several off-center, overlapping 1 1 /2" circles at pre-determined locations (he didn't
extensively discuss the planning phase of the project, but each piece is the result of a detailed design
process; he does not recommend "winging it"
without pre-planning the layout). The bottom of
each circle was flattened using a flat scraper, and,
sequentially, each was inset more deeply than the
last. The edges of the circles were chamfered
and the chamfer was neatly blackened using a
marking pen.

The main bowl concavity had its perimeter
going nearly through the centers of the other
circles. In cutting the main bowl, Michael
began with several grooves where he could
"park the bevel of my bowl gouge." He
showed how to use the shadow of a straight
edge to assess the concavity for flat areas.

Above: Michael goes over some of the fine points of his
lathe tools with George Newberry.

All photos by Ray Shields

Left: Final result of the evening's demonstration: an off
center round-bottom bowl with multiple decorative
embellishments.

Throughout his presentation, Michael maintained
an understated wry sense of humor, occasionally
making reference to his experiences and observations as a shop teacher at Granite Falls High School.
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Upcoming Programs
March 20 - Cindy Drozda will provide a program on
Maximizing Burl Figure. Please see next page for more
details.

April 17 - Mike Meredith will give us a presentation on his
various wood finishes. A biochemist, he developed the
Doctor's Woodshop line of finishes.

May 15 - Art Liestman from the Greater Vancouver
Woodturners Guild will present "THE DESIGN &
CONSTRUCTION OF TEAPOTS" . Art is a popular
demonstrator whose works are in collections and
museums worldwide. He
recently was elected to the
AAW Board.
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Cindy Drozda Coming in March
Cindy Drozda from Boulder, Colorado will be our
featured demonstrator and instructor for our 5th
annual All Day Demo in March. She will be with
us for our regular meeting as well as the all day
demo and 3 days of classes. Here’s the schedule!

MARCH 20 REGULAR MEETING: MAXIMIZING
BURL FIGURE Cindy explains the anatomy of a
burl and how to cut it to best show it’s figure on
your turnings. As part of the demo she will turn a
natural edge burl bowl showing how to orient the
piece on the lathe to get a balanced edge, turning
and sanding the unsupported edge and reverse
chucking a piece with an uneven rim. There is no
charge for the evening program.
MARCH 22 ALL DAY DEMONSTRATION: FINIAL
STAR LIDDED BOWL. Cindy will turn one of her widely
acclaimed finial star lidded bowls. Along the way she will share
her insights into making her pieces that are in collections
worldwide. She will cover a wide range of topics from design to
the turning process and then the coloring and finishing that add
an extra element of beauty. As part of her demo, Cindy will
include her techniques for turning the elegant finials she is so well
known for.
Demonstration fee of $45 includes a hot lunch, snacks and
beverages.
Register online:
http://nww-2014-drozda-demo.brownpapertickets.com/
DON"T MISS OUT ON THIS OPPORTUNITY -- our all day
demos are a great learning opportunity at a very reasonable price.
PLEASE SIGN UP TODAY! Your pre-registration helps our
planning.
If you have any questions about the demo please contact Rick
Anderson at rick@gardenarches.com or 360-31 9-7600.
Don’t forget……it takes a lot of work to put on these
events….Please support your club by volunteering to help!
Contact Hazel Thomas (her email address is:
testypilot@yahoo.com) to find out how you can be involved.
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President's Creative Challenge
Dennis announced that the Creative Challenge for March will be delayed until April so as to
allow maximum time for Cindy Drozda's Thursday evening presentation, and also to permit us
more time to work on the challenge, which is: Create a multi-center piece in a style that is
reminiscent of what Michael Werner showed us during his February presentation. A fair degree
of latitude will be permitted, but the turning must include multiple centers. As always, this is
not a competition, but all entrants will be eligible for a drawing for a Craft Supplies gift
certificate. Remember: bring your entry to the APRIL meeting.

Sawdust Saturdays
Sawdust Saturdays have been designed by club volunteers to help new turners develop skills and
be introduced to different opportunities in wood turning. Classes are held at club studio in
Bayview. We begin the class about 9:00 am and wrap up about 3:00 pm. Our club has eight
mini-lathes available to learn on as well as a basic set of turning tools for each lathe.
The schedule for the next 3 Sawdust Saturdays is:

April 26 - Thin wall bowls and options for bases
May 31 - Texturing, Dyes and Coloring
June 28 - Wood burning

If you have any ideas or suggestions for any of these classes you will be attending, please let us
know ahead of time.
Sign-up sheets will be available at the Thursday meetings.
Please sign up early. The fee for the class is $1 0.00 to cover the cost of materials and treats.
Students are required to bring personal safety equipment, at a minimum a full face shield. For
information on classes contact: Ed Frank at 360-293-5534, or Mike Young at 360-293-4236.
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Club Contacts, 201 4
President
Dennis Shinn
President@nwwwt.org

Membership Chairpersons

360-854-9909

Laura Matthews
360-757-7730
Membership@nwwwt.org

Vice President
Hazel Thomas
360-929-6075
VicePresident@nwwwt.org
Secretary
Sherri Greenleaf
Secretary@nwwwt.org

360-899-4154

Treasurer
Les Books
Treasurer@nwwwt.org

360-293-5067

Kascha Newberry
Kascha@comcast.net

Education Outreach Chairperson
George Way
360-293-7305
georgerway@gmail.com
Mentoring Chairperson
VOLUNTEER NEEDED
Events Chairperson
Dave Blair (Acting)
dlblair39@comcast.net

Members at Large
Guenter Elsner
425-374-3609
guenterswoodcrafts@gmail.com

360-733-3911

VOLUNTEER NEEDED

James Plessner
360-840-5680
jmplessner@hotmail.com

Sawdust Saturday Chairpersons
Ed Frank
360-293-5534
edwinfrank@comcast.net

Glen Lockhart
360-929-4344
glennhaz2000@yahoo.com

Mike Young
mjyoungana@gmail.com

Rick Erb
360-299-0320
deadwoodstudio@hotmail.com

Programs Chairperson
James Plessner

360-848-9679

360-293-4236

Library Chairperson
Glen Lockhart
360-929-4344
glennhaz2000@yahoo.com

360-840-5680

Gallery Photographer
Ron Means
360-222-3092
ron.means@rocketmail.com

Website Chairperson
Jesse Charette
360-920-1 485
jesse.charette@gmail.com

Newsletter Chairperson
Ray Shields
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360-671 -3072

Ads
This space is set aside for members to advertise free of charge to sell or purchase tools, wood, etc. Please
submit your ad to the Newsletter Editor by the last Thursday of the month or submit it to him at the
meeting for inclusion in the next month's newsletter.

Targo Woods
11 00 C St, Bldg B
Bellingham, WA

www.targowoods.com or
www.hardwoodstoget.com
Local Bellingham wood source for
your projects. Hardwoods, Burls,
Veneers. Wood to replace a leg on a
chair, make a whole dining room set or
turn a bowl, you will find it at Targo.
Oby says: "NWW Club members will
get 10% off on their purchases. "
Save on gas, buy local!

8003452396
15% off + Free Shipping

to our Club members
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Ads (Cont'd)

The magazine for turners. Published
10 times a year by Fred Holder.
One year: $35.00
Two years: $70.00
Three years: $105.00
Electronic version $25/yr delivered
online at:
www.morewoodturning.net
Lots of great information for your
browsing pleasure.

More Woodturning

PO Box 2168
Snohomish, WA 98291-2168
Phone: 360-668-0976
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Ads (Cont'd)
FOR SALE
Delta 13" 2 speed finish planer
(model 22-580)
$395
Ryobi 9"
bandsaw
D
OL
S

$1 00

Contact:

Paul Anderson
360-922-7090

TOOLS WANTED

Seeking no-longer-used or unwanted lathe tools, woodworking tools, gadgets, jigs or shop related items
that could be sold at the Club Store. Proceeds will go to the Club treasury.
Please bring your item(s) to our regular meeting and/or contact
Richard Mabie at (425) 774-5996.
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