Northwest Washington Woodturners
A Local Chapter of the American Association of Woodturners

Monthly Newsletter for July 201 4

Northwest Washington
Woodturners...

The Club meets every third Thursday of
the month. There is no meeting in December. Time: 6:30pm. No host dinner
beginning at 5:30pm .
We meet at Hillcrest Park Lodge in Mt.
Vernon, WA. Exit I-5 at Kincaid St, exit
226. Turn east up Kincaid to So. 13th
Street, turn right (south). Hillcrest Park
is approx. 6 blocks south on 13th St.
The Lodge is located in the northwest
corner of the parking lot beyond the
tennis courts.
Meetings are open to anyone interested
in woodturning. All skill levels from
beginners to advanced turners are
welcome.
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President's Letter
With the great weather we've had lately it was
gratifying to have such good attendance for Eric
Lofstrom's end grain bowl demonstration at our
last meeting. In his usual and accustomed manner,
Eric made it look pretty easy. And for those of us
who attended the end grain box class on Sunday it
became almost as easy for us as well, thanks to
Eric's inimitable teaching style.
We also had the pleasure of Eric's company
during the Children's Art Festival turning tops for
the youngsters. This is always a fun event and I
want to express my sincere thanks to everyone
who took part making it a success once again. A
particularly big thanks to Rick Erb for carting the
trailer to and from the event.
One thing that became evident at this month's
meeting was how much we come to depend on
certain individuals for specific aspects of our club
activities. Case in point is the selection of wood
for our wood raffle. For quite some time now
we've grown to depend on but a few individuals
to supply wood for the raffle table. A huge thank
you to Jerry Holmes who has been a terrific source
of much of the stock offered in the raffle. But we
need to realize we, too, should help out to make
sure there is a good selection of turning material
available each month. Our wood raffle is a
significant fund raising event each month that
supports many of the club's activities so by
contributing spare wood you are directly helping
to finance the programs we make available to the
membership.
Next month, August, is our club picnic once again
hosted by Laura and Val Matthews featuring a pot
luck meal with burgers and hot dogs provided this
year by the Northwest Corner Woodworkers with
whom we share the event. Also featured is the
silent auction of tools and other shop items that
need a new home. I need to start cleaning out
another corner in the shop to make room for
(Cont'd on Page 2)
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President's Letter (cont'd)
something I know full well I simply won't be able to live without from the auction. In sum, it's a
great opportunity to get to know other members of NWW, share shop tricks and graze your way
through a thoroughly relaxing afternoon. Look forward to seeing you all there.
In the meantime enjoy the great weather, create more shavings and by all means, be safe.
After all, it's just a piece of wood.
Dennis

Tips from the Club Store
Contributed by Richard Mabie, manager of our Club Store.

CA Glue Application Tips

Usually CA glue will stain your work, especially light woods like maple and holly. To avoid this, try
using shellac, your regular finish (thinned), or Doctors Workshop item 1 06 Walnut Finishing Oil,
which works excellently. If you are going to seal a crack, void or inclusion, use a paper towel or thin
rag to wipe a bit of the Walnut Finishing Oil onto the area where you are going to apply the glue. It
seals the surface and will allow the CA Glue to seep into the crack but not stain the surface wood.
With inclusions and voids apply a bit of the Fast/Thin CA glue into the area, then sprinkle fine sanding
dust into the crack and apply another shot of Thin/Fast CA glue. Usually it will blend in with your
turning. Sometimes it may be slightly darker, depending on the wood type. If the void is especially
large, try using the Medium Thin or Medium CA glue. The Medium Thick CA glue also works well.
Another choice would be colored Epoxy to accent the wood color, or epoxy mixed with sanding dust
from your project.

Creative Challenge for September
"You Guessed It: More Christmas Tree Ornaments and Tops!"

Not wanting to leave anything to chance, our President has opted to
encourage continued contributions to our collection of Christmas Tree
Ornaments and Tops. The emphasis this time will be on the
ornaments (our top supply is, well, nearly over the top, due in large
part to the phenomenal efforts of members like Terri Smith and Ron
Radliff). Tops remain welcome, of course, but since we have extra
time before the September meeting, let's see what sort of ornaments
we can produce. As before, the person with the highest number of
tops and ornaments gets a Craft Supplies gift certificate.
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Ornament by
Bill Cowan

For the July program we were fortunate to have one of our
favorite presenters, Eric Lofstrom , return to talk about end
grain boxes. Creating a box using end grain (or "spindle
grain", as is sometimes called) results in the least amount
of wood movement with fluctuations in humidity. This is
critical if your aim is to have the lid of the box fit so
closely that the lid takes several seconds to float down
and finally settle neatly onto the box.
Eric turned the box seen here
on the left for his mother. The
fit of the lid was perfect, with
tolerances measured in thousandths of an inch. The fit remained stable, even though it was
turned and finished a number of weeks earlier.

All photos by Ray Shields unless otherwise noted.

July Program Recap

After demonstrating how to create an end grain box with a gentle friction fit lid, primarily using
a skew on the outside and a negative rake scraper for the inside, Eric spent the second part of
his presentation discussing and demonstrating certain surface embellishments, including
blackening the outside using india ink and leather dye, as well as using pearlesent paints for
the inside (the brand he applied with a natural sea sponge was "Liquid Pearls", available from
Hobby Lobby, or if you prefer, available online from multiple sources, including
ScrapbookPal.com). Eric used a green over purple example for his demo (see lower right), and
although the sponge got rather generously saturated leading to some heavy blending, the basic
technique was very clear. One of the take home lessons here is to have fun, experiment, and
see what works best for you. Eric also brought with him a number of distinctly crafted pieces
that showed both an outer black dye and an inner pearlescent paint. All were superbly done.
For more information on Eric and his work, please check out his website:
www.ericlofstrom.com , which has, among other things, an excellent
"Resources/Links" section. There you will find links to educational
articles that he has put together on sharpening lathe tools, thin sided
(translucent) bowl turning, triple-axis turning, a skew handout, and many
others. Thanks, Eric! We hope to
see you again in the not-toodistant future.
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Upcoming Programs
August 16 - No scheduled meeting or presentation because it's time for our ANNUAL
SUMMERTIME POTLUCK PICNIC! Always a fun event, this will include (as usual) a tool
sale and silent auction. If you have not been before, refer to the directions below to get to
Val & Laura Matthews' place.

Home of Val and Laura Matthews, 7550 Ershig Rd, Bow WA, 98232
Driving directions from the north: Exit 236, Bow Hill, Turn right onto Bow Edison Road and
travel a bit over a mile to the intersection with Ershig Rd., turn left, and continue south until
you come off of Bow Hill and over the RR tacks. The driveway is the first on the right.
Driving directions from the south: Exit 231 , Chuckanut Drive, follow Chuckanut Drive past
Cook Rd. and on through the small community of Allen. Take a right on Ershig Rd.,
immediately after crossing the Samish River bridge. Continue north for just over a mile and
find the driveway on the left, just before crossing the RR tracks.
From Anacortes and Whidbey Island, take any left off of Hghway 20 after Whitney Rd. and
you can wind your way here. All roads connect one way or another.
- Bayview Edison Rd. to a right on DeArcy , left on Farm to Market, right on Field Rd, just
after crossing Samish River. Follow that to the end and turn left of Ershig Rd. A little over
half a mile and you are there
- Left on Farm to Market off of Highway 20, right on Allen West Rd., follow that to the
intersection (of) with Thomas Rd., turn left on Thomas to Field Rd., turn right and follow that
to the end and turn left on Ershig Rd. A little over half a mile and you are there.
- Left on Avon Allen Rd., follow it to it’s terminus at Allen and cross the Samish River bridge
at Allen, make an immediate right turn onto Ershig Rd. Follow that to just before the RR
tracks. The driveway is on the left.
If those all fail call 7577730 and we will send out a rescue squad.

September 18 - Don Derry will present "Shape and Form". He will also provide hands-on
classes on the following 2 days. More information coming in the next issue.
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Top Turning at Mt Vernon

All photos by Ray Shields

All photos by Ray Shields unless otherwise noted.

Although the weather was a little "iffy"
as we set up the lathes on July 1 9, it
warmed up to provide Mt. Vernon's
30th Annual Children's Art Festival
with a sufficient number of kids (and
parents). Fortunately, the Club also had
a good turnout (pun intended), so
nobody got frazzled or overworked.
As a welcome bonus, Eric Loftstrom
joined us for all of the day's activities!
A big thank you to everyone who was
able to come and participate. The kids
all appeared to be delighted with their
new tops.

Please see next
page for a letter
from the Mt Vernon
Parks and Rec.
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Cookie Roster
Three volunteers bring 2-3 dozen cookies each to our regular meetings. For those of you who
have brought cookies or have signed up to bring cookies this year, a huge THANK YOU!

September Cookie Volunteers:
Channet G.
Ron R.
Ray S.
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Michael is recognized internationally as one of the world's
most creative wood artists. While primarily known for his
woodturning, he is also well known for his non-turned
wood creations. Michael has been exhibiting his turning
since 1 981 and was an original AAW member. His work
has been exhibited and collected worldwide.

Schedule of Events (Save these dates!)
March 19 - Monthly Meeting: Creativity and Collaboration
March 20 - Hands-On Class (Subject to be announced)
March 21 - ALL DAY DEMO: Everything Hosaluk!
A day of learning from Michael's eclectic
30 years of woodturning.
(More details in September)
March 22 - Hands-On Class (Subject to be announced)

Woodturner's Camp Out
In case you were snoozing last month and missed the
notice, YOU are cordially invited to a Woodturner's
Camp Out at Vernon and Karen Leibrant's.

When: September 12, 13, 14 (Fri, Sat, Sun)
Potluck suppers Fri and Sat at 6 pm.
Where: 3807 Cabrant Rd, Everson, 98247
Camp out or come for a day. There will be several
lathes and lots of wood.

Right photo: Fraser Valley
Woodturners Guild
Left photos: V. Leibrant
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Photo by Michael Hosaluk

The guest presenter/instructor for our 2015 “Main Event”
will be Michael Hosaluk from Saskatoon, Saskatchewan.
Michael will be with us for our regular March meeting
followed by 2 days of hands-on classes and our annual All
Day Demo. We are currently working with Michael to
finalize the subjects and other details which will be
announced by September with registration beginning in
October.

Photo by Andi Wolfe

Mark Your Calendar: Michael Hosaluk

Chainsaw Workshop Recap

Photos by Ed Frank

I don’t know about you, but I have tried to replace the string on a
pull cord. However, until this weekend I had never seen the operation
performed as it was doubtless designed. Jerry Holmes was the person
who demonstrated this ability on July 26, and anyone who has not taken
advantage of his chainsaw workshop should feel deprived!
For almost three hours Jerry told interesting stories about logging,
and simultaneously took apart and reassembled a saw. After that he
demonstrated cutting techniques in 3D!
After that, he allowed all the class attendees to raid his wood pile!
This is just one more example of how so many of our members give so
much. Mike Young and Ed Frank also deserve kudos for arranging
Sawdust Saturday, and congratulations for bring absolutely great donuts.
Mrs. Holmes had made a goodie, and Jerry brewed coffee. If you were
not one of the fortunate participants, you missed a stellar event!
-- Submitted by Hazel Thomas

Sawdust Saturdays
Sawdust Saturdays have been designed by club volunteers to help new turners develop skills and
be introduced to different opportunities in wood turning. Classes are held at club studio in
Bayview. We begin the class about 9:00 am and wrap up about 3:00 pm. Our club has eight
mini-lathes available to learn on as well as a basic set of turning tools for each lathe.
There will be no Sawdust Saturday in August.
The next scheduled sessions are:

September 20 - Pyrography and coloring
(class is full at this time).
Photo by Ed Frank

September 26 - Introduction to turning,
lathe safety, spindles, tops
and ornaments.
October 20 - Introduction to bowls.

If you have any ideas or suggestions for any of these classes you will be attending, please let us
know ahead of time.
Sign-up sheets will be available at the Thursday meetings.
Please sign up early. The fee for the class is $1 0.00 to cover the cost of materials and treats.
Students are required to bring personal safety equipment, at a minimum a full face shield. For
information on classes contact: Ed Frank at 360-293-5534, or Mike Young at 360-293-4236.
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Club Contacts, 201 4
Northwest Washington Woodturners
P.O. Box 31
Mt Vernon, WA 98273

President

Dennis Shinn
President@nwwwt.org

Membership Chairpersons

Laura Matthews
360-757-7730
Membership@nwwwt.org

360-854-9909

Vice President

Kascha Newberry
Kascha@comcast.net

Hazel Thomas
360-929-6075
VicePresident@nwwwt.org

Secretary

Sherri Greenleaf
Secretary@nwwwt.org

Treasurer

Les Books
Treasurer@nwwwt.org

360-848-9679

Education Outreach Chairperson
George Way
georgerway@gmail.com

360-899-4154

Mentoring Chairperson
Ray Shields
rayshields@msn.com

360-293-5067

Events Chairperson

Members at Large

Dave Blair (Acting)
dlblair39@comcast.net

Guenter Elsner
425-374-3609
guenterswoodcrafts@gmail.com

360-293-7305

360-671 -3072
360-733-3911

Sawdust Saturday Chairpersons
Ed Frank
edwinfrank@comcast.net

360-293-5534

Glen Lockhart
360-929-4344
glennhaz2000@yahoo.com

Mike Young
mjyoungana@gmail.com

360-293-4236

Rick Erb
360-299-0320
deadwoodstudio@hotmail.com

Library Chairperson

James Plessner
360-840-5680
jmplessner@hotmail.com

Programs Chairperson
James Plessner

Glen Lockhart
360-929-4344
glennhaz2000@yahoo.com

Gallery Photographer

360-840-5680

Ron Means
360-222-3092
ron.means@rocketmail.com

Website Chairperson

Jesse Charette
360-920-1 485
jesse.charette@gmail.com

Newsletter Chairperson
Ray Shields
rayshields@msn.com

9

360-671 -3072

Ads
This space is set aside for members to advertise free of charge to sell or purchase tools, wood, etc. Please submit
your ad to the Newsletter Editor by the last Thursday of the month or submit it to him at the meeting for inclusion in
the next month's newsletter.

FOR SALE

Powermatic Model 90 Lathe. 12" swing (up to 17" swing

over the gap bed) x 38" between centers. This isn't a Robust
......but it's a very robust lathe. Variable speed & runs well.
Asking $650 . Home Port Learning Center is an alternative high
school in Bellingham. They recently received an AAW grant to
purchase a smaller lathe and tools for teaching their students to
turn.
You can view a similar Powermatic 90 on YouTube at:
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v= Xa1 g2j4BeXI
For information and to view contact: Ralph Smallwood , Home Port Learning Center 360-715-8860

homeportlc@gmail.com

The magazine for turners.
Published 10 times a year by Fred
Holder.
Available as an online
subscription only: $25 /yr
Delivered online at:
www.morewoodturning.net
Lots of great information for your
browsing pleasure.

8003452396
15% off + Free Shipping

to our Club members

More Woodturning

PO Box 2168
Snohomish, WA 98291-2168
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Ads (Cont'd)

Targo Woods
11 00 C St, Bldg B
Bellingham, WA

www.targowoods.com or
www.hardwoodstoget.com
Local Bellingham wood source for
your projects. Hardwoods, Burls,
Veneers. Wood to replace a leg on a
chair, make a whole dining room set or
turn a bowl, you will find it at Targo.
Oby says: "NWW Club members will
get 10% off on their purchases. "
Save on gas, buy local!
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Ads (Cont'd)
TOOLS WANTED

Seeking no-longer-used or unwanted
lathe tools, woodworking tools,
gadgets, jigs or shop related items
that could be sold at the Club Store.
Proceeds will go to the Club
treasury.
Please bring your item(s) to our
regular meeting and/or contact
Richard Mabie at (425) 774-5996.
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