Northwest Washington Woodturners
A Local Chapter of the American Association of Woodturners
Monthly Newsletter for October 201 4

Northwest Washington
Woodturners...

The Club meets every third Thursday of
the month. There is no meeting in December. Time: 6:30pm. No host dinner
beginning at 5:30pm .
We meet at Hillcrest Park Lodge in Mt.
Vernon, WA. Exit I-5 at Kincaid St, exit
226. Turn east up Kincaid to So. 13th
Street, turn right (south). Hillcrest Park
is approx. 6 blocks south on 13th St.
The Lodge is located in the northwest
corner of the parking lot beyond the
tennis courts.
Meetings are open to anyone interested
in woodturning. All skill levels from
beginners to advanced turners are
welcome.
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President's Letter
Winter is starting to breathe down our necks once
again. Maybe with the seasonal rain and chilly
weather we'll all have more time to spend in the
shop.
We've had great participation in our Tops for Tots
along with donations of ornaments for the charity
tree project. As of this last meeting the top box
was close to overflowing with over 600 spinners!
And the number and variety of ornaments is sure
to make our tree a standout in the auction. Our
next meeting, in November, is our annual Holiday
Party & silent auction but we can still use more
ornaments if you have time to produce a few.
Thank you all for supporting these two worthwhile
projects.
Speaking of the November Christmas Party -- be
sure to put it on your calendar. Melanie has been
doing a great job of planning and organizing,
again, in her usual organizing and planning way
so it will be a great event. The bucket raffle and
silent auction are both good fundraisers to help
bring interesting and informative speakers to our
regular club meetings. If past celebrations are any
example, there will surely be something available
that you simply can't live without! If you've signed
up to help with setup, we'll be sending out more
information later on the time.
This is an important meeting for two reasons. First,
it's a lot of fun. Second but by no means less
important, we have an election to hold. Two
offices on the board of directors are open this
year: the position of Vice President and one
Member At Large. George Way has accepted the
nomination for VP and George Newberry has
volunteered for the position of Member at Large.
We will open the floor for any other nominations
at the meeting and we certainly invite members to
step forward. Our club is only as strong as the
(Cont'd on Page 2)
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President's Letter (cont'd from Page 1 )
participation of its members.
It's not too early to be thinking about our big March demo with Michael Hosaluk! There will be
signup sheets available early next year for help setting up, breaking down and cleanup along
with publicity. These events have been the main source of income that has made it possible for
us to upgrade to our Robust lathe and upgrade some of our A/V equipment. This one is sure to
be a success if we all pitch in and lend a hand.
As a closing note, we're always open to suggestions regarding program material for our general
meetings. If you have any suggestions please don't hesitate to submit them to James Plesser, our
Programs chairperson, or any of the board members.
Have fun, turn safely and remember ... it's just a piece of wood.
Dennis

Tips from the Club Store
Contributed by Richard Mabie, manager of our Club Store.

CA Glue - How do I get my fingers unstuck?

First, the best thing to do is to not get them stuck in the first place. You can do this by wearing
polyethylene gloves while working with the glue. Take care to use this specific material, as the glue
will not stick to it. However, if you try using latex, nitrile, or rubber gloves, the glue will quickly stick
them together. Never wear cotton gloves while working with CA glues, and avoid getting the CA glue
on tight-fitting clothing. When CA glue comes in contact with fibers like cloth or paper towels, an
exothermic reaction takes place which could burn you if it is against your skin.
If your fingers do become stuck, first attempt to separate them with a peeling motion. CA glue has very
high shear and tensile strength but relatively low peel strength, so you can often un-stick yourself just
by doing this. It is a good idea to support the skin you are trying to separate with the fingers of your
other hand while you peel them apart.
If you have really gotten yourself stuck and cannot simply peel yourself apart, use a “de-bonder”; when
applied it will quickly turn the glue into a tacky substance you can wash away. If you don't have any,
you can use acetone (found in nail polish remover), although it will be much slower. You can also soak
your hand in very warm water. This will cause your fingers to release oils which will break down the
bond, although it will likely take a few minutes. Be aware of starting the lathe too soon after applying
CA glue to a crack or void while still turning the object to shape. Even if you have used an accelerator,
the glue under the surface may still be un-cured and as you cut through it will spray out onto you; it
usually finds your face, another reason it is always wise to use a face shield.
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Annual Ornament Contest
For the November holiday party, be sure to bring along your finest
turned ornament. You very well may win a prize for it! There will
be 3 categories: novice, intermediate and advanced.

Novice - those who have been turning for a year or less.
Intermediate - turning for 1 -3 years.
Advanced - turning for more than 3 years.
Two awards of $1 0 Craft Supplies gift certificates will be presented
in each category, one for the People's Choice, another for the
President's Choice. To help maintain judging impartiality, each
entry will be assigned and displayed with a number.
Note that ornaments submitted for this contest need not be
submitted for our charity Christmas tree donation (but of course
would be welcome, if you desire).

Clothing with Club Logo Available
We now have samples of the club logo on vests to try on for size. We will have them
available with color choices and ordering information at the November meeting. We also
will have a sample of a Polo shirt and a long sleeve Denim shirt with the club logo also
available to order for delivery at the next club meeting.
Club Logo Embroidery Price List
Club Logo

Caps

$8.00

Club Logo

Denim Shirts

Club Logo

Iron-On Patches

$3.00

Club Logo

Polo Shirts

$28.00

Club Logo

T-Shirts

$15.00

Club Logo

Vest (Fleece)

$40.00

$30.00

(Simulation)
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October Program Recap

in turning he learned growing up in Switzerland where he
apprenticed as a patternmaker. He chose to demonstrate two
methods of turning Christmas ornaments that he personally
observed while attending a symposium in Obernau and Seiffen
(nutcracker capital) in former East Germany in 2000.
Marco's demo was divided into two segments:

A) Inside Outside Turning the Lazyman’s Way
Using a square blank, mark centers on all 4 side faces
of the blank. Using a Forstner bit, drill a hole into the
blank where the lines intersect. Drill from all 4 sides to
get less tear out. With a 1 ” spindle sander, also used
in a drill press, smooth out the hole. You may also
sand the top surfaces of the blank.
Carefully poke the cross section with an awl, to
achieve an even centered turning. Mounted between a
spur drive center and a live center in the tailstock, turn
a tenon on each end appropriate to your chuck.
Mount the piece in your chuck and start turning the top part of the sphere, which can also be
decorated with a chatter tool. Now turn the bottom half to your desired shape and part it off.
Mount the piece in a machinist vice and drill a ¼” hole centered as perfectly as possible in the
lower half to receive the icicle with the “candle”. You could also drill it in the lathe before
parting it off. That way you have turned a little cap with a ¼” tenon.
The icicle with the “candle” can now be turned with contrasting wood or colorized with felt
markers. To attach the icicle to the body, use a tiny drop of CA glue. To hang the ornament use
an eyelet from a small fish hook to look more elegant.

(Continued on next page)
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Photo by GVWG.

Marco Berera put on a fascinating demo using the techniques

B) Old Fashioned “Erzgebirge” Christmas Tree
Use a spruce, pine or basswood blank 5” long mounted between

centers and turn a tenon to be mounted in a 4 jaw chuck to create a tree.
Turn a cone 3” long and use the left over for the tree trunk and the base.
With a skew or a specialty tool start at the base of the cone 5/8” away
from the largest part of the cone and enter the heel of the skew and make
a push cut without removing the shaving. This will create the first
“branch”. Then move 5/8” away and repeat until you reach the thinnest
part of the tree, resulting in tight curls. Now turn the trunk and the base
of the tree and part off.
Additional instruction with photos is available on the Greater Vancouver
Woodturners website!

NWW Elections Are Coming Up!
Election of the new NWW officers will take place during the last
scheduled meeting of the year (our November Holiday Party). Their
terms of office will begin in January, 2015, when our current Vice
President, Hazel Thomas, will automatically become President as per
our Bylaws. Our current Secretary, Sherri Greenleaf, and our current
Treasurer, Les Books, have agreed to continue in their respective
positions for another year.
Nominations are open for Vice President and for a
Board Member-At-Large. While the Nominating
Committee has candidates for these positions (refer
to the President's Message earlier in this issue), if
you are interested in serving in either capacity, be
sure to let current President Dennis Shinn or
President-elect Hazel Thomas know ASAP.
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Upcoming Programs
November 20 - It's almost here! Our Annual Holiday
Potluck and Fundraiser is Nov 20th this year -- it's a
great social event so bring your better half and have fun!
The Club will provide Turkey and Ham, the trimmings
are up to you... please bring an appetizer, salad, side, or
dessert - whatever you want! I know there are some
really good cooks out there.
We will once again have a Silent Auction and the
infamous Bucket Raffle - these are our major fundraisers
for the year and we rely on contributions from you to
make it AWESOME! It could be gift cards, woodturning
kits you gave up on, goodie baskets, home-made pickles,
tools, wood... and we make sure there are items for the
non-woodturners, too. We will also have demo items
from many of this year’s demonstrators including
Michael Werner, Cindy Drozda and Eric Lofstrom.
Proceeds from this fundraiser goes to support our
Education Outreach Program where we work with local
high school woodshop programs (contact George Way if
you'd like to volunteer).
Let me know what you plan to bring so I can make up
tags in advance... I am also still looking for a couple of
volunteers to help decorate... shoot me an e-mail to
sign-up (melanie@nwwwt.org).
For anyone who hasn't attended this Gala Event before,
check out last November's Newsletter to see how much
fun we have!

No meeting in December.
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Festival of Trees
Thank you to everyone who has already contributed Ornaments
for our first-ever attempt to decorate a Christmas Tree for charity!!!
We have committed to decorate a 6-7 ft tree, which will be
auctioned off and the proceeds will go to the Health Support
Center (http://www.healthsupportcenter.org/). We still need lots of
ornaments and will be collecting donations at the November
meeting. Check out our website (www.nwwwt.org) for links to
ornament plans, and I hope that everyone brings at least one
ornament to the next meeting! Contact me
(melanie@nwwwt.org) or Gary Moore (gamoore@nwwwt.org) if
you have any questions... You can also come see all the rees on
Friday, Dec 5th at the Leopold Retirement Community Ballroom
from 11 am to 9 pm and vote for your favorite. Details are at
http://healthsupportcenter.org/events/index.html .

Spring Pole Lathe Raffle
Listen up, everybody! Your last chance to buy a raffle ticket for the mini spring pole lathe will be
at the coming holiday party. The winning ticket will be drawn toward the end of the party.
Tickets are $5 each, with all proceeds going to the Club's Educational Outreach Program
managed by George Way. The program provides equipment and assistance to local high school
woodshop programs that offer turning opportunities to the students.
This little beauty was built by club
members Bob Klett and Jim Sebring
over the course of several months.
They like to joke that they used
'found wood' -- found in their shops!
They made good use of birch,
hickory, walnut, apple, and even a
little bit of cocobolo.
The original full size plan was found
in Ernie Conover's book The Frugal
Woodturner. They made a few
modification to better accommodate
the 1 /2 scale model. The parts were
finished with a coat of Mahoney's
utility walnut oil. The simple carving
on the moveable poppet was done by
Bob to add a little 'bling'.
Photo by Ron Means

7

Mark Your Calendar: Michael Hosaluk
Another month has fled, but here is a [hopefully] pleasant
reminder to book your place at the March 21 st, 2015 all day
demo in Anacortes. In 2015 (can you believe that date!) our
featured demonstrator will be Michael Hosaluk. This will be
your opportunity to learn new techniques and processes from
one of the most creative minds in the turning arena. I
mean…look at the photos (www.Michaelhosaluk.com)!
Personally, bowls and pens and whatnots are all fine and
good, but who creates new forms???!!! Indeed, Michael's
signature is creativity regardless of what he is turning....and that will be the ever-present theme of his
demonstration and classes.
The demo will be held at the Anacortes Baptist Church, and in addition to the knowledge laid before you,
fabulous coffee and beverages, snacks, and a luncheon feast will also be available! Don’t delay, space is
limited….so sign up now! This all day demonstration is available for $45 to members…what a deal and
there are even 3 convenient ways to sign up:
1 ) Signup and pay at the November, January or February meeting (third Thursday monthly).
Payment is required at time of registration.
2) Send your signup request and check to: Greg Anderson, 23607 Hidden Valley Road,
Granite Falls, WA 98252
3) Signup and pay via Brown Paper Tickets at:
http://nwww-2015-hosaluk-demo.brownpapertickets.com/
As an added bonus, Mr. Hosaluk will be presenting a short indulgence at the Thursday evening NWW
meeting on March 1 9th, focusing on collaborative creativity. Michael is widely known for organizing
collaborative events that attract world wide participation and he will discuss how collaboration can
contribute to the creative process.
Furthermore, eight fortunate folks will be able to enjoy a Friday class on March 20th, spending the day
with Michael in the shop improving their turning skills. He will be using a variety of projects as the
mechanism to teach design and form as well as building on fundamental turning techniques with
emphasis on spindle turning.
(Continued on next page)
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Finally, another eight lucky individuals will have an opportunity on Sunday, March 22nd, spending the
day in the shop with Michael exploring form and surfacing techniques. This will be an opportunity to
approach new turning opportunities, and gain Michael’s guidance on surface treatments (surface design,
paint, burner and rotary tools use, as well as carving).
These classes are available to only NWW members at this time for $125…what a bargain! (Of course you
might be able to sign up for both classes if you hurry and register now!)
This is your opportunity…CARPE DIEM ROTATA!!
PS: If you have any questions about Michael's visit be sure to contact
Hazel Thomas (testypilot@yahoo.com or360-929-6075) or
Rick Anderson (rick@gardenarches.com or 360-31 9-7600).

Sawdust Saturdays
Sawdust Saturdays have been designed by club volunteers to help new turners develop skills and be
introduced to different opportunities in wood turning. Classes are held at club studio in Bayview. We
begin the class about 9:00 am and wrap up about 3:00 pm. Our club has eight mini-lathes available to
learn on as well as a basic set of turning tools for each lathe.
The next scheduled sessions are:

January 31 - Open Forum. Follow up on basic classes, bring your projects and questions that you need
further help with: tool techniques, mounting projects on the lathe, sanding, sharpening, etc.
February 28 - Introduction to natural edge bowls
March 28 - No class
April 25 - Introduction to Hollow Forms
Sign-up sheets will be available at the Thursday meetings.
Please sign up early. The fee for the class is $1 0.00 to cover the cost of materials and treats.
Students are required to bring personal safety equipment, at a minimum a full face shield. For information
on classes contact: Ed Frank at 360-293-5534, or Mike Young at 360-293-4236.

9

Club Contacts, 201 4
Northwest Washington Woodturners
P.O. Box 31
Mt Vernon, WA 98273

President

Dennis Shinn
President@nwwwt.org

Vice President

Hazel Thomas
VicePresident@nwwwt.org

Secretary

Sherri Greenleaf
Secretary@nwwwt.org

Treasurer

Les Books
Treasurer@nwwwt.org

Membership Chairpersons

Laura Matthews
360-757-7730
Membership@nwwwt.org

360-854-9909

Kascha Newberry
Kascha@comcast.net

360-929-6075

360-848-9679

Education Outreach Chairperson
George Way
georgerway@gmail.com

360-899-4154

Mentoring Chairperson
Ray Shields
rayshields@msn.com

360-293-5067

Events Chairperson

Members at Large

Dave Blair (Acting)
dlblair39@comcast.net

Guenter Elsner
425-374-3609
guenterswoodcrafts@gmail.com

360-293-7305

360-671 -3072
360-733-3911

Sawdust Saturday Chairpersons
Ed Frank
edwinfrank@comcast.net

360-293-5534

Glen Lockhart
360-929-4344
glennhaz2000@yahoo.com

Mike Young
mjyoungana@gmail.com

360-293-4236

Rick Erb
360-299-0320
deadwoodstudio@hotmail.com

Library Chairperson

James Plessner
360-840-5680
jmplessner@hotmail.com

Programs Chairperson
James Plessner

Glen Lockhart
360-929-4344
glennhaz2000@yahoo.com

Gallery Photographer

360-840-5680

Ron Means
360-222-3092
ron.means@rocketmail.com

Website Chairperson

Jesse Charette
360-920-1 485
jesse.charette@gmail.com

Newsletter Chairperson
Ray Shields
rayshields@msn.com
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360-671 -3072

Ads
This space is set aside for members to advertise free of charge to sell or purchase tools, wood, etc. Please submit
your ad to the Newsletter Editor by the last Thursday of the month or submit it to him at the meeting for inclusion in
the next month's newsletter.

FOR SALE

Powermatic Model 90 Lathe. 12" swing (up to 17" swing

over the gap bed) x 38" between centers. This isn't a Robust
......but it's a very robust lathe. Variable speed & runs well.
Asking $650 . Home Port Learning Center is an alternative high
school in Bellingham. They recently received an AAW grant to
purchase a smaller lathe and tools for teaching their students to
turn.
You can view a similar Powermatic 90 on YouTube at:
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v= Xa1 g2j4BeXI
For information and to view contact: Ralph Smallwood , Home Port Learning Center 360-715-8860

homeportlc@gmail.com

The magazine for turners.
Published 10 times a year by Fred
Holder.
Available as an online
subscription only: $25 /yr
Delivered online at:
www.morewoodturning.net
Lots of great information for your
browsing pleasure.

8003452396
15% off + Free Shipping

to our Club members

More Woodturning

PO Box 2168
Snohomish, WA 98291-2168
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Ads (Cont'd)

Targo Woods
11 00 C St, Bldg B
Bellingham, WA

www.targowoods.com or
www.hardwoodstoget.com
Local Bellingham wood source for
your projects. Hardwoods, Burls,
Veneers. Wood to replace a leg on a
chair, make a whole dining room set or
turn a bowl, you will find it at Targo.
Oby says: "NWW Club members will
get 10% off on their purchases. "
Save on gas, buy local!
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Ads (Cont'd)
TOOLS WANTED

Seeking no-longer-used or unwanted
lathe tools, woodworking tools,
gadgets, jigs or shop related items that
could be sold at the Club Store.
Proceeds will go to the Club treasury.
Please bring your item(s) to our regular
meeting and/or contact
Richard Mabie at (425) 774-5996.
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