Northwest Washington Woodturners
A Local Chapter of the American Association of Woodturners
Monthly Newsletter for August/September 2015

Northwest Washington
Woodturners...

The Club meets every third Thursday of
the month. There is no meeting in December. Time: 6:30pm. No host dinner
beginning at 5:30pm .
We meet at Hillcrest Park Lodge in Mt.
Vernon, WA. Exit I-5 at Kincaid St, exit
226. Turn east up Kincaid to So. 13th
Street, turn right (south). Hillcrest Park
is approx. 6 blocks south on 13th St.
The Lodge is located in the northwest
corner of the parking lot beyond the
tennis courts.
Meetings are open to anyone interested
in woodturning. All skill levels from
beginners to advanced turners are
welcome.
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President's Letter
A day ago the new year was starting, and now
summer is rapidly dwindling away. How does that
work? All year long the call has been made to the
membership to learn to turn tops and to
participate in the many festivals held for children.
Due to the participation of about a dozen folks,
these events were successful.
The annual picnic on August 8th, at Val and Laura
Matthews’ residence, was the second to the last
opportunity to twirl your top! This was a new
activity (normally folks merely chatted, food was
burnt and consumed, and a silent auction was
held). The First World Tops for Tots Olympics
were officiated by George and Kasha Newberry.
George and James Plessner (the planners) created
three competitions.
The first activity was the open competition. There
was one rule; the longest spinning top won. Val
Matthews smoked the competition with a spin
that exceeded seven minutes! Dennis Shinn was
second with a spin of nearly five minutes,
followed by Harper Thomas with a four minute
plus spin. The rest of the competitors were at least
a minutes less! However, it must be mentioned
that Rod Walsh and Ray Shields would have been
in the mix but for technical difficulties! The
Norwegian anthem was chosen by Val and played.
Next year we need to access a sound system and
turn up the volume!
The next competition was turning tops on the
spot. George was unable to attract competitors, so
Laura Matthews, Rick Anderson and Hazel were
rounded up and placed at lathes (the medals had
been cast and winners were required). Hazel is by
far the worst top turner of the group (perhaps even
in the club); conversely, Laura and Rick are able to
turn top after beautiful top quite rapidly. So, Hazel
thought about the rules George had constructed
for the competition. Three minutes were allocated
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President's Letter (Cont'd)
to turn your top, and the time it took for you to turn your object was subtracted (off this value). Then,
the amount of time your object spun was added (to produce a final value). Hazel merely put a tip (six
seconds) on the piece of wood (thereby accumulating an immediate score of 174 seconds). The fact
that Hazel’s “top” merely spun for 6 seconds while Laura’s and Rick’s were minute spinners was
irrelevant per the rules. The Singaporean anthem was chosen by Hazel and played.
The final competition was “beauty”. A panel of judges (George Way, James Plessner, and George
Newberry) decided Val Matthews’ top to be the gold medalist, followed by the unknown turner’s top
and Rick Anderson’s. Once again the Norwegian anthem was chosen by Val and played!
A good time at the Top Olympics was had by all, and it was then time for George Way and Hazel to
burn the burgers, brats and wieners! What a bounteous feast was available! The pot luck offerings this
year were amazing (where did those magnificent grapes come from)!
If you missed the joint NWW & NWCW Picnic, you missed a great time (and the August NWW
Meeting). Like Christmas, all one can do is dream of “next year” now! See you September 17th at
Hillcrest Lodge for the next meeting!

Hazel

2

August Potluck Picnic

Photos on this page by Ray Shields
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Photos on this page by Roger Dollarhide

August Picnic (Cont'd)
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August Picnic (Cont'd)

Photos on this page by Roger Dollarhide
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Upcoming Programs
September 17 - Guest presenter David Lutrick will

demonstrate how to create a Christmas ornament
utilizing a sea urchin (or at least its shell -- fresh sea
urchins don't work nearly as well: their spines fall off
in a day or two and the whole thing smells to high
heaven). The demo comes at an opportune time, as
we will be needing ornaments for our Christmas tree
decorating event again this year.

October 15 - The presentation will feature our
own in-house talent, Cottie Howe, who will
provide helpful information and practical tips for
those who have ever thought about or tried
segmented turning.

November 19 - Our last potluck was a ton of

fun, and now we have another one on the horizon:
Our annual Holiday Party! Thanksgiving,
Hannakuh, Christmas, Kwanza, whatever... they
are all rolled up into one big celebratory event.
Spouses are invited. More details will be
forthcoming, but put it on your calendar now. It
promises to be another fine evening of comraderie,
entertainment, and of course a wonderful meal
contributed by all.
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Cookie Roster
Our cookie volunteers bring 2-3 dozen cookies each to our regular meetings. For those of you
who have already brought cookies this year, or who have signed up to bring them, THANK YOU!
Because of your generous spirit, we have 4 volunteers signed up for each month this year.

September Cookie
Volunteers
Channet G.
Ron R.
Steve H.
Tom A.

Sawdust Saturdays
Sawdust Saturdays have been designed by club volunteers to help new turners develop skills and
be introduced to different opportunities in wood turning. Classes are held at club studio in
Bayview. We begin the class about 9:00 am and wrap up about 3:00 pm. Our club has eight
mini-lathes available to learn on as well as a basic set of turning tools for each lathe.
The next scheduled sessions are:

September 12 - Introduction to Pyrography
September 26 - Introduction to Turning, Tools
and Tool Techniques

Sign-up sheets will be available at the Thursday meetings.
Please sign up early. The fee for the class is $1 0 to cover the cost of materials and treats.
Students are required to bring personal safety equipment, at a minimum a full face shield. For
information on classes contact: Ed Frank at 360-293-5534, or Mike Young at 360-293-4236.
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Club Contacts, 2015
Northwest Washington Woodturners
P.O. Box 31
Mt Vernon, WA 98273

President

Hazel Thomas
President@nwwwt.org

Vice President

George Way
VicePresident@nwwwt.org

Secretary

Kascha Newberry
Secretary@nwwwt.org

Treasurer

Les Books
Treasurer@nwwwt.org

Membership Chairpersons

Laura Matthews
360-757-7730
Membership@nwwwt.org

360-929-6075

Kascha Newberry
Secretary@nwwwt.org

360-293-7305

360-848-9679

Education Outreach Chairperson
360-848-9679

George Way
georgerway@gmail.com

360-293-7305

360-293-5067

Mentoring Chairperson
Ron Radliff
usaf.463@live.com

360-707-131 9

Events Chairperson

Members at Large

Dennis Shinn (Acting)

360-854-9909

woodturner@anatechsys.com

Rick Erb
360-299-0320
deadwoodstudio@hotmail.com

Sawdust Saturday Chairpersons
Ed Frank
edwinfrank@comcast.net

360-293-5534

George Newberry
360-848-9679
george.newberry@comcast. net

Mike Young
mjyoungana@gmail.com

360-293-4236

Ron Radliff
usaf.463@live.com

360-707-131 9

Library Chairperson

360-840-5680

Gallery Photographer

360-920-1 485

Newsletter Chairperson

James Plessner
jmplessner@hotmail.com

Programs Chairperson

James Plessner
jmplessner@hotmail.com

Website Chairperson

Jesse Charette
jesse.charette@gmail.com

360-840-5680

Glen Lockhart
360-929-4344
glennhaz2000@yahoo.com
Ron Means
360-222-3092
ron.means@rocketmail.com
Ray Shields
rayshields@msn.com
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360-671 -3072

Ads
This space is set aside for members to advertise free of charge to sell or purchase tools, wood, etc. Please submit
your ad to the Newsletter Editor by the last Thursday of the month or submit it to him at the meeting for inclusion in
the next month's newsletter.

Have some hand-me-down tools
you would like to donate?
Contact our Store Manager, Richard
Mabie (Richard@mabiemail.com), or
bring the tools to a Thurs. regular
meeting. Thank you!!!

8003452396
15% off + Free Shipping

to our Club members
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Ads (Cont'd)

Targo Woods
11 00 C St, Bldg B
Bellingham, WA

www.targowoods.com or
www.hardwoodstoget.com
Local Bellingham wood source for
your projects. Hardwoods, Burls,
Veneers. Wood to replace a leg on a
chair, make a whole dining room set or
turn a bowl, you will find it at Targo.
Oby says: "NWW Club members will
get 10% off on their purchases. "
Save on gas, buy local!

WANTED
Looking for larger swing lathe: Oneway 2000 series or
Vicmarc 300 series would be preferred but will look at
all units for sale. Additional tooling/accessories would
be a plus. Thank you for your help.
Phil Kezele
pkezele@wavecable.com
206-372-5123
Camano Island
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