Northwest Washington Woodturners

A Local Chapter of the American Association of Woodturners

Monthly Newsletter for May/June 201 6

About NWW...

President's Letter

The Club meets every 3rd Thursday of the
month. There is no meeting in Dec.
Time: 6:30pm No host dinner beginning
at 5:30pm.

In the current AAW Journal, there is a nice
article about our April’s demonstrator, Helga
Winter. This is just one of many examples of
why membership in the AAW is well worth the
money. If you plan to take wood turning even
somewhat seriously, please consider joining the
biggest and best wood turning organization in
the world.

We meet at Hillcrest Park Lodge in Mt.
Vernon, WA. Exit I-5 at Kincaid St (Exit
226). Turn east up Kincaid to S. 13th St,
turn right (south). Hillcrest Park is approx.
6 blocks south on 13th St. The Lodge is
located in the NW corner of the parking
lot, beyond the tennis courts.

Our May instructor, Ashley Harwood , brought
in one of our largest turn-outs that I can
remember. Her Thursday presentation and her
two workshops provided us with material to
boost our skill sets and unlock our creative
minds. We are proud that we can bring world
class instructors to help us further our wood
turning potential.

Meetings are open to anyone interested in
woodturning. All skill levels from
beginners to advanced turners are
welcome.

This June, we will have a demonstrator bring us
to a more craft-oriented object called a cryptex.
Carl Jacobson will be showing us how he turns
this interesting piece that looks like a fun thing
to use. For more information, check out his
youtube video. He will also be offering Friday
and Saturday workshops so you can make one
yourself, or try your hand at making a three
segment box.
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July will be a busy month since we’ll start off
on July 16th with the Children’s Festival at
Hillcrest Park. We traditionally set up eight to
ten lathes and have a line of kids in front of
every lathe for most of the day. Needless to say,
we’ll need many top turners to turn and give
away hundreds of tops. So practice your top
turning skills using either a full piece of wood
or dowels in blocks. We have dowels available
through our store so pick up some dowels at
our next meeting if that’s your preferred method
of turning tops.
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President's Letter (Cont'd)
Then the following week, Eric Lofstrom will be our demonstrator and as many will remember,
he provides a top notch presentation for whatever he chooses to turn. He will be offering two
classes following our Thursday demo. More details will be in a separate article.

August 5,6 & 7 will be our return to the Anacortes Arts Festival . We will have two or three
mini lathes and the big lathe in operation to turn any kind of project we choose. We will also
have a table to display our goods and can sell if we so choose. We need to man our area for
the entire three days so we’ll need as many volunteers as we can get. A sign-up sheet will be at
our next meeting.
We also have the 27th Annual Kid’s Festival in Bellingham on August 6th so we’re stretched
pretty thin that weekend. It’s time to step up and give us a hand. Thanks in advance.
Next meeting: June 16th , Hillcrest Lodge, Carl Jacobson presents making a cryptex, set-up at
4:30, food at 5:30, meeting starts at 6:30.
Bring wood for the raffle, money for tickets and items at the store, pieces for the gallery, finials
for the Challenge, tops for the tots and your pleasant, courteous selves.

George

President's Challenge
“Finials, Finials, Finials!”
This month's challenge is to turn a piece that includes a
finial. The finial can be any shape, any size, with or
without a "bulb" in the middle.
Give it your best shot -- if nothing else, this will be great
practice for Christmas ornaments, which will be coming
up before you know it.
TOP RIGHT: Ashley Harwood applies finish to a finial.
BOTTOM RIGHT: One of Cindy Drozda's completed Finial Star
Lidded Bowls.
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May Program Recap
Our guest for May's Thursday evening presentation was Ashley Harwood , who began with a
slide show of her past works. Interestingly, she graduated with a degree in fine arts from
Carnegie Mellon University, but did no turning. Her emphasis was on sculpture and installation
art initially. This included work with different media (she showed a picture of a human-sized
chysalis that she created out of twisted and interwoven plastic
wrap, and also worked in glass and did several pieces
involving neon lights) -- woodturning didn't come until later.

Photo by Ray Shields

Beginning in the Fall of 2009, Ashley apprenticed with Stuart
Batty to learn the skills of woodturning, teaching and
demonstrating. As her skills increased, she started selling
turned items at the Charleston Farmer's Market. She showed
examples of her early work, and how her turnings evolved, at
least in part due to market pressures and what could be made
and sold profitably. Over time she expanded her turnings into
jewelry and ornaments in addition to more utilitarian items
like bowls. Her bowls are frequently embellished with beads
or gentle concave curves near the edge. She provided photos
of many examples of her work as she experimented with the
number of beads, the width of banding, and species of wood.
Over the past five years, Ashley has taught or demonstrated at two AAW Symposiums, the Utah
Woodturning Symposium, and numerous State
and local woodturning groups. She also
demonstrated at various international Symposia
in Great Britain, Australia, Belgium, Ireland
and Canada. Further, she has taught
woodturning classes at Arrowmont.
After a coffee-and-cookie break, Ashley
stepped up to the lathe and demonstrated the
steps she goes through in producing sea urchin
ornaments (she has a DVD that goes over the
technique in much more detail; a copy is
available through the club's Library). Examples
of the finished ornaments can be seen on the
next page.
Following the Thursday presentation, Ashley
RIGHT: Two examples of Ashley's bowls, one of figured
maple with a bead (top) and the other made of walnut
with a concave band around its upper edge. Both are
finished with walnut oil.
Photos by Ashley Harwood
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LEFT: A couple of examples of Ashley Harwood's sea urchin
ornaments, showing slender and finely detailed finial elements.

had three days of classes May 20 to 23.
She demonstrated and taught her
preferred push-cut bowl turning
technique and also worked with the
weekend class participants on spindle
Photo by Ron Radliff
turning as well. She covered such
topics as proper tool and toolrest placement, lathe speed, sharpening, chucking, correct turning
stance, and many others. Additional information on Ashley Harwood can be found at:
http://www.ashleyharwood.net/ashleyharwood/Woodturning.html

Class photos by James Plessner
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Coming Programs
June 16 - Popular YouTube turner Carl Jacobson will

show us his technique for creating a cryptex, which is a
sort of lock box that requires the correct sequence of
letters or numbers (i.e., a code) on its rotating outer rings
in order to open. They can be made fairly simply or can
be quite ornate. Carl, from Grants Pass, Oregon, has
been uploading wood turning videos on YouTube since
2007 (and has close to 250 of them online now). His
woodturning is diverse and includes segmented turning,
off-center goblets, baby rattles, Christmas ornaments,
natural edge bowls, various boxes, spheres, hollow forms,
and many others.
Carl will provide two classes: On Fri June 17 he will
provide instruction on making a cryptex (as previewed
during the Thurs evening presentation). On Sat June 18
he will demonstrate and step partcipants through the
process of making a 3-segment box. Both classes are
open to all turners and should prove to be a lot of fun.
Contact James Plessner (jmplessner@hotmail.com ) to
sign up.

July 21 - Joining us on this evening will be Eric Lofstrom , a

perennial favorite. In addition to his well known prowess with a
skew, he possesses a whole range of artistic and turning skills to
share. He has always been an energetic and excellent teacher
with an upbeat sense of humor. As always, Eric will be offering
classes as well (details will be forthcoming in the next issue).

August 13 - No regular meeting this month, but mark your

calendar and plan to attend the joint woodturners/woodworkers
Potluck Picnic! Once again this will take place at Val and
Laura Matthews' beautiful and spacious homestead. Grilled
burgers and dogs will be provided. Bring a salad, side dish, or
dessert along with your favorite drink, and join the fun! And top
turners, get ready -- another contest is in the works!
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Hosaluk Returns to the Northwest

WOODTURNERS OF OLYMPIA 2016 SYMPOSIUM FEATURING MICHAEL HOSALUK
DATES: July 23, Workshops by Michael Hosaluk July 24 through 27
DESCRIPTION: The Woodturners of Olympia present their 9th annual symposium featuring
world renowned Michael Hosaluk with Northwest turner Bob Espen.
Michael’s demonstration will appeal to turners at all skill levels from beginner to advanced and
will include, among other things, turning ladles, spatulas, bowls with enhancements, offset
turning, spheres, the use of subtractive techniques to enhance your turnings, and thin turning
green wood.
Cost is now $120, which includes the all-day symposium, door prizes, lunch, and drawings for
great prizes. Event starts 7 a.m. on July 23 at the Olympia High School, Olympia, Washington.
The symposium is followed by 4 days of highly engaging workshops taught by Michael.
For more information or to register, go to the club's web site:
http://www.woodturnersofolympia.org/symposium-201 6.html
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Sawdust Saturdays
Sawdust Saturdays have been designed by club volunteers to help new turners develop skills
and be introduced to different opportunities in wood turning. Classes are held at the club
shop in Bayview. We begin the class about 9 am and wrap up about 3 pm. Our club has
eight mini-lathes available to learn on as well as a basic set of turning tools for each lathe.
The next scheduled sessions are:

June 25 - Thin Wall Turning
July 30 - Chain Saw Safety
August 27 - No class
September 24 - Intro to Hollow Forms

Sign-up sheets will be available at the Thursday meetings. Please sign up early.
The $1 0 non-refundable registration fee, which is due at the time of sign up, is to cover the
cost of materials, tools and refreshments.
Participants are required to bring personal safety equipment, at a minimum a full face shield.
For information on classes contact Ed Frank at 360-293-5534 or Mike Young at 360-2934236.

Cookie Roster
Our cookie volunteers bring 2-3 dozen cookies each to our regular meetings. Our hearty
thanks to those who have made cookie contributions already this year.

June Cookie Volunteers
Rick E.
Melanie Mmm
Ron R.
Spand X.
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Club Contacts for 201 6
Northwest Washington Woodturners
P.O. Box 31
Mt. Vernon, WA 98373

President
George Way

President@nwwwt.org

Vice President
Ray Shields

360-671 -3072

Secretary
Gary Moore

360-671 -71 41

VicePresident@nwwwt.org
Secretary@nwwwt.org

Treasurer
Les Books

Treasurer@nwwwt.org

360-222-3092

George Newberry

360-848-

9679

360-941 -71 41

Membership@nwwwt.org

Laura Matthews - Assistant

Education Outreach Chairperson
George Way
360-293-7305
georgerway@gmail.com

Mentoring Chairperson
Ron Radliff
usaf.463@live.com

360-293-5067

Members at Large
Ron Means

ron.means@rocketmail.com

Membership Chairperson
Michael McCunn

360-293-7305

360-707-131 9

Events Chairperson
Dennis Shinn (Acting)
9909
woodturner@anatechsys.com

360-854-

Sawdust Saturday Chairpersons
Ed Frank
360-293-5534
edwinfrank@comcast.net

george.newberry@comcast.net

Mike Young

360-293-4236

James Plessner

360-840-5680

Ron Radliff

360-707-131 9

Programs Chairperson
James Plessner

360-840-5680

Gallery Photographer
Ron Means

360-222-3092

Website Chairperson
Jesse Charette

360-920-1 485

Newsletter Editor
Ray Shields

360-671 -3072

jmplessner@hotmail.com
usaf.463@live.com
jmplessner@hotmail.com
jesse.charette@gmail.com

mjyoungana@gmail.com

Library Chairperson
Mark Redlund

mredlund@gmail.com
ron.means@rocketmail.com
rayshields@msn.com
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360-929-4344

Ads
This space is set aside for contributors and for members to advertise free of charge to sell or purchase tools, wood,
etc. Please submit your ad to the Newsletter Editor by the last Thursday of the month or submit it to him at the
meeting for inclusion in the next month's newsletter.

Have some hand-me-down tools
you would like to donate?
Contact our Store Manager, Richard
Mabie (Richard@mabiemail.com), or
bring the tools to a Thurs. regular
meeting. Thank you!!!

to our Club members
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Ads (Cont'd)

11 00 C St, Bldg B
Bellingham, WA

"
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Ads (Cont'd)

GENTLE REMINDER
For those who got large maple burl pieces at last month's wood raffle (or get one or
more at future raffles), Randy, the donor, would greatly appreciate a picture of your
final piece(s). Please forward them to Randy via Jim Short at: morshort@comcast.com

Delta Lathe For Sale
Delta lathe #46-755X, 1 .5 HP
w/ 1 6" swing over bed:
$1,100 OBO.
Also, Delta duplicator #46-408: $300 OBO.
Contact: Celiabartram@gmail.com
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(Picture is from catalog,
and is not actual item)

