Northwest Washington Woodturners

A Local Chapter of the American Association of Woodturners

Monthly Newsletter for June/July 201 6

About NWW...

President's Letter

The Club meets every 3rd Thursday of the
month. There is no meeting in Dec.
Time: 6:30pm No host dinner beginning
at 5:30pm.

It’s summer and I’m off to my yearly
rendezvous in Ellensburg to attend the
Northwest Carving Academy. We spend five
days carving various projects including chip
carving, caricature carving, northwest Indian
masks and more. If you feel like going for a
ride between July 11 and 15, come to the
Ellensburg Rodeo grounds and check us out.
I’ll be back in time to meet and greet the top
turners on July 1 6th.

We meet at Hillcrest Park Lodge in Mt.
Vernon, WA. Exit I-5 at Kincaid St (Exit
226). Turn east up Kincaid to S. 13th St,
turn right (south). Hillcrest Park is approx.
6 blocks south on 13th St. The Lodge is
located in the NW corner of the parking
lot, beyond the tennis courts.

Which is an opportunity to remind you that we
need top turners at Hillcrest Park, July 16th .
Donate whatever time you can to help us turn
tops for the kids.

Meetings are open to anyone interested in
woodturning. All skill levels from
beginners to advanced turners are
welcome.

The next opportunity to participate and help
promote our hobby/passion would be the
Anacortes Arts Festival which goes from
August 5th to August 7th. We don’t turn
anything in particular but mostly show people
how we change pieces of wood into “art”
objects. While we’re demonstrating in
Anacortes, on August 6th , you have another
opportunity to turn tops for kids in Bellingham.
More on that at our next meeting and in a
separate all member mailing. Something else
to put on your calendar would be our
combined annual Picnic with the woodworkers, August 13th at Laura and Val
Mathews' place. We have a silent auction
during that event and in addition to tools, we
will be auctioning off our old video equipment
which will include three cameras, two switch
boxes and lots of S Video cable. You’ll like the
minimum bids.
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Regarding programs, our July presenter will be
Eric Lofstrom for our Thursday presentation
and up to three workshops on Friday, Saturday
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President's Letter (Cont'd)
and Sunday. September’s presenter will be Brian Paulson from Daly’s finishes. In October, we
will have a round robin set of lathes set up for various presentations, each lasting 20 minutes.
That ends our lathe demonstrations for the year and next year is starting to fill in so let me know
if there is someone you’d like to see present in 2017.
Our next meeting is July 21 st at Hillcrest Lodge, 4:30 set up (we can always use help), 5:30
food, 6:30 meeting starts. Bring wood for the raffle, money for tickets and store purchases and
don’t forget we’re raffling off the plate from Jimmy Clewes ($1 tickets). Bring pieces for the
gallery, pieces for the President’s Challenge, Tops for the Tots and your pleasant, courteous
selves.

George

President's Challenge
“Put a Symbol On It”
For this month's challenge, your turning can be any size
or shape you wish, and must contain one or more
symbols. You can think of the Da Vinci Code, a musical
instrument or perhaps tie it into the Fourth of July
including red, white and blue colors.
It is mid-year already, so get those creative juices flowing
-- a winning entry in this challenge would be highly
symbolic!

The past, the present and the future walked into a bar. It was tense.
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June Program Recap

Photos on this page by Ray Shields

Our guest for June's Thursday evening presentation was Carl Jacobson . Carl is a full time
woodturner who has been prolific in producing YouTube videos about all aspects of turning. In
his own words, "I started woodworking with my grandfather as a young boy. I continued
woodworking through high school, and started wood turning after seeing a turned project in a
friend's shop. Shortly after YouTube started, I was looking for
a how-to video for duck calls. With no resutls I decided to
make my own video. Almost eight years later, I have over
85,000 subscribers. Some of my fondest memories are
working with my grandfather in his wood shop. Being able to
share our passion for woodworking ties it all together."
Currently he has an 1 8'x24' shop, originally built as a paint
shop and converted into a wood shop later. He began
woodturning about 22 years ago, although has been a
professional woodturner for the past 4 years. He is working
on a collaboration video with one of the Oregon Symposium's
presenters, Lyle Jamieson.
A cryptex is a special type of lock box. Picture a combination
bike lock, but with a cylinder in the middle. Carl begins
making his wooden cryptex by turning a cylinder a little over 5" long, which provides enough
wood to create 7 rings, two of which do not rotate (the ones on either end). He drills the cylinder
out using a 2" Forstner bit. During the demo, he added an overlapping offset to each ring so that
the rings partially interlock with the adjacent
rings, but he mentioned that it really isn't
necessary to do that. Each ring is about 3/8"
wide.
He then takes another piece of wood (and it
can be a secondary wood like poplar, since it
will not show in the finished piece) and turns
another cylinder that fits semi-snugly within
the inside diameter of the rings. A little sanding
and wax will help the rings turn smoothly.
Using a Forstner bit, a hole is drilled out that
leaves the sides about 1 /8" thick. A 3/1 6" slot
is cut the length of the cylinder (a utility knife
works well, or it could be bandsawn).
A final cylinder is turned that just fits smoothly
TOP RIGHT: Boring into the initial (largest) cylinder
with a Forstner bit before cutting off a ring.
BOTTOM RIGHT: Rotating rings (now lettered) are
visible on the left; inner cylinder with small dowel pins
can be seen on the right.
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inside the slotted cylinder. This final cylinder is also hollowed out using a smaller Forstner bit, so
that its sides are about 1 /8 inch. A straight line is drawn the length of the cylinder to line up the
holes that are drilled for tiny dowels (about 1 /8"). The inner two cylinders are put together with
the drawn line visible in the middle of the slotted cylinder.
Then the rings are added one at a time, with a hole drilled
for the pin to sit gently against the ring's shoulder. It is then
disassembled, the pins are glued into place and evened up
on a disk sander, and the cryptex is re-assembled.
View a video about making a cryptex and read more about
Carl's activities on his website, thewoodshop.tv

Photo by Ron Radliff

Photo by Carl Jacobson

There was this lion who had just eaten a bull, and he felt good.
He felt so good he opened his mouth and roared and roared.
He roared until a hunter came along and shot him.
The moral of the story is: when you're full of bull, keep your mouth shut.
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Coming Programs
July 21 - Joining us on this evening will be Eric Lofstrom , a

perennial favorite. In addition to his well known prowess with a
skew, he possesses a whole range of artistic and turning skills to
share. On this occasion he will be demonstrating the creation of
a square rimmed bowl. He has always been an energetic and
excellent teacher with an upbeat sense of humor.
As always, Eric will be offering classes as well: Skew Skills
"Making the Cuts" on Friday, July 22, Multi-Axis Scoops on Sat,
July 23, and Square Winged Bowls on Sun, July 24.
The classes are $75 each. Sign up today! Contact James Plessner
JMPlessner@hotmail.com, (360) 840-5680.

August 13 - No regular meeting this month, but mark your

calendar and plan to attend the joint woodturners/woodworkers Potluck Picnic! Once again this will take place at
Val and Laura Matthews' beautiful and spacious homestead. Grilled burgers and dogs will be provided. Throw in
a chair or two, bring a salad, side dish, or dessert along with
your favorite drink, and join the fun! As always, there will
be a silent auction for tools 'n' things. And top turners, get
ready -- another contest is in the works!

September 15 - Brian Paulson from Daly's Finishes will

discuss wood finishing techniques along with the pros and
cons of specific wood finishes. He will also talk about
some specialty items, like Daly's wood bleach. Got a
question about the best way to finish your piece? Brian will
be there to answer your questions.
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Hosaluk Returns to the Northwest

WOODTURNERS OF OLYMPIA 2016 SYMPOSIUM FEATURING MICHAEL HOSALUK
DATES: July 23, Workshops by Michael Hosaluk July 24 through 27
DESCRIPTION: The Woodturners of Olympia present their 9th annual symposium featuring
world renowned Michael Hosaluk with Northwest turner Bob Espen.
Michael’s demonstration will appeal to turners at all skill levels from beginner to advanced and
will include, among other things, turning ladles, spatulas, bowls with enhancements, offset
turning, spheres, the use of subtractive techniques to enhance your turnings, and thin turning
green wood.
Cost is now $120, which includes the all-day symposium, door prizes, lunch, and drawings for
great prizes. Event starts 7 a.m. on July 23 at the Olympia High School, Olympia, Washington.
The symposium is followed by 4 days of highly engaging workshops taught by Michael.
For more information or to register, go to the club's web site:
http://www.woodturnersofolympia.org/symposium-201 6.html

Top Turning at Hillcrest Park
Come join us!
Saturday, July 16
1 0am - 4pm

- Meet & work with other members
- Fun, informal, social atmosphere
- Happy, grateful kids (except for the
one whiner, but you won't get him)
- No experience required.
- Lunch provided.
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Sawdust Saturdays
Sawdust Saturdays have been designed by club volunteers to help new turners develop skills
and be introduced to different opportunities in wood turning. Classes are held at the club
shop in Bayview. We begin the class about 9 am and wrap up about 3 pm. Our club has
eight mini-lathes available to learn on as well as a basic set of turning tools for each lathe.
The next scheduled sessions are:

July 30 - Chain Saw Safety w/
Jerry Holmes
August 27 - No class
September 24 - Intro to Hollow Forms
Sign-up sheets will be available at the Thursday meetings. Please sign up early.
The $1 0 non-refundable registration fee, which is due at the time of sign up, is to cover the cost
of materials, tools and refreshments. [Note: this fee is waived for Jerry's Chainsaw Safety]
Participants are required to bring personal safety equipment, at a minimum a full face shield.
For information on classes contact Ed Frank at 360-293-5534 or Mike Young at 360-293-4236.

Cookie Roster
Our cookie volunteers bring 2-3 dozen cookies each to our regular meetings. Our hearty
thanks to those who have made cookie contributions already this year.

July Cookie Volunteers
Steller J.
Mike M.
Ron M.
Knot T.
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Club Contacts for 201 6
Northwest Washington Woodturners
P.O. Box 31
Mt. Vernon, WA 98373

President
George Way

President@nwwwt.org

Vice President
Ray Shields

360-671 -3072

Secretary
Gary Moore

360-671 -71 41

VicePresident@nwwwt.org
Secretary@nwwwt.org

Treasurer
Les Books

Treasurer@nwwwt.org

Members at Large
Ron Means

ron.means@rocketmail.com

Membership Chairperson
Michael McCunn

360-293-7305

360-941 -4408

Membership@nwwwt.org

Laura Matthews - Assistant

Education Outreach Chairperson
George Way
360-293-7305
georgerway@gmail.com

Mentoring Chairperson
Ron Radliff
usaf.463@live.com

360-293-5067

360-707-131 9

Events Chairperson
Dennis Shinn (Acting)
360-854-9909
woodturner@anatechsys.com

360-222-3092

Sawdust Saturday Chairpersons
Ed Frank
360-293-5534

George Newberry
360-848-9679
george.newberry@comcast.net

edwinfrank@comcast.net

Mike Young

360-293-4236

James Plessner

360-840-5680

Ron Radliff

360-707-131 9

Programs Chairperson
James Plessner

360-840-5680

Gallery Photographer
Ron Means

360-222-3092

Website Chairperson
Jesse Charette

360-920-1 485

Newsletter Editor
Ray Shields

360-671 -3072

jmplessner@hotmail.com
usaf.463@live.com
jmplessner@hotmail.com
jesse.charette@gmail.com

mjyoungana@gmail.com

Library Chairperson
Mark Redlund

mredlund@gmail.com
ron.means@rocketmail.com
rayshields@msn.com

8

360-929-4344

Ads
This space is set aside for contributors and for members to advertise free of charge to sell or purchase tools, wood,
etc. Please submit your ad to the Newsletter Editor by the last Thursday of the month or submit it to him at the
meeting for inclusion in the next month's newsletter.

Have some hand-me-down tools
you would like to donate?
Contact our Store Manager, Richard
Mabie (Richard@mabiemail.com), or
bring the tools to a Thurs. regular
meeting. Thank you!!!

to our Club members
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Ads (Cont'd)

11 00 C St, Bldg B
Bellingham, WA

"
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Ads (Cont'd)

GENTLE REMINDER
For those who got large maple burl pieces at last month's wood raffle (or get one or
more at future raffles), Randy, the donor, would greatly appreciate a picture of your
final piece(s). Please forward them to Randy via Jim Short at: morshort@comcast.com
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