Northwest Washington Woodturners

A Local Chapter of the American Association of Woodturners

Monthly Newsletter for October/November 201 6

About NWW...

President's Letter

The Club meets every 3rd Thursday of the
month. There is no meeting in Dec.
Time: 6:30pm No host dinner beginning
at 5:30pm.

As the year comes to a close, I look back and
realize how many moving parts there are in our
club. Other clubs comment on our ability to
participate in so many activities and this
became obvious when I looked through my
notes from the President’s Letter, Board
minutes, and Thursday demonstrations. We
didn’t have an official Events Chair this year but
people stepped up and we had as many or
more events take place because of their efforts.
Many thanks to all of you who participated in
our events.

We meet at Hillcrest Park Lodge in Mt.
Vernon, WA. Exit I-5 at Kincaid St (Exit
226). Turn east up Kincaid to S. 13th St,
turn right (south). Hillcrest Park is approx.
6 blocks south on 13th St. The Lodge is
located in the NW corner of the parking
lot, beyond the tennis courts.
Meetings are open to anyone interested in
woodturning. All skill levels from
beginners to advanced turners are
welcome.

One concern the board has is that we need
more new blood stepping up since some of us
are wearing out. Next year, please consider
participating in some of the many events, if you
haven’t done so already. Remember, many of
our events are typically aimed at children. That
means between now and next spring, you need
to practice making tops.
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Our next meeting will be our annual Holiday
Party on November 17th. We meet at the
Hillcrest Lodge and I suggest you look at the
November 2015 newsletter to get an idea what
a great event this is. Be sure to scroll to the end
where “the Donald campaigns for George”. The
party starts at 5:30. Dinner at 6:00 ish and out
the door by 8:30. Bring your spouse/significant
other. See you at the party,
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October Program Recap

Photos for this article by Ray Shields unless otherwise noted.

Our September presenter was Larry Miller who traveled up from Olympia to provide an
evening's demonstration and discussion on making hollowed bird house and acorn Christmas
tree ornaments.
Larry, who has served as Chairman of Youth Programs for the
Woodturners of Olympia for a number of years and who has
worked within AAW in a similar capacity, began by bringing out
squared up pieces of holly (for the body) and walnut (for the top) of
what he turned into an acorn shaped birdhouse. He put a small
tenon (3/64") on one end of the holly, turned down to a one inch
diameter.
Using a Colt Forstner bit, he drilled out the 1 /4" hole for the bird's
entrance and a 1 /8"
hole for the perch beneath it, then reduced the
diameter of the piece to 1 5/8 inches. Larry prefers
the Colt Forstners for making the holes because they
are clean cutting and easy to sharpen, albeit rather
expensive.
Next, Larry hollowed out the body of the acorn using
Don Derry's hollowing tool, which he finds works
exceptionally well for this purpose (as an aside, he
mentioned that when Don Derry learned about Larry
giving this presentation, he offered NWW members a
$15 discount on his hollowing tool). Larry provided
contact information on Don Derry for those who
were interested.

For the walnut top piece, Larry turned a shallow tenon to fit into the bottom of the acorn, then
rounded and shaped the top. To give the top an acorn cap's texture, he used a Wagner texturing
tool, exerting moderate pressure. However, sometimes he leaves the tops smooth, depending on
the look he is after.

Larry finds that a clear lacquer finish works well for the
birdhouses, since they are not subject to heavy wear. For
his purposes, Deft lacquer in an aerosol can is quick and
efficient with no compressor, no overhead and no cleanup work afterward.
(Continued on next page)
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Photo by Larry Miller

RIGHT: An example of an acorn birdhouse
ornament created by Larry Miller.

Larry uses medium or thick CA glue to attach the 1 /8" perch dowel to the side of the acorn. He
uses the same glue to attach the bird to its perch. While demonstrating this, he inadvertently
dropped several of the tiny birds onto the floor, and then managed to step on one which squashed
it completely flat, a grievously fatal injury.

Other examples of Larry Miller's birdhouse ornaments.

Throughout his presentation, Larry sprinkled in bits of acquired wisdom from his years of turning.
He finished off by talking a bit about the 40:40 grind for gouges, and how to build an inexpensive
carousel for turning tools using 1 1 /2 inch PVC pipe and lazy susan hardware.

See Page 5 for further details.
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Upcoming Programs
Novembr 17 - The time is rapidly approaching

for our Annual Holiday Potluck Party and Silent
Auction! Come one, come all -- spouses and
S.O.s are more than welcome. The club will be
providing ham, turkey, plates and utensils. Bring
along an appetizer, salad, side dish, or dessert. A
fine wine (or even a scuzzy one) is entirely up to
you. As before we will be having a Bucket Raffle
and Silent Auction, so be sure to bring along some
$$ for those. Among other things for the auction,
we will have turned items from Jimmy Clewes,
Eric Lofstrom , and Larry Miller.

Place: The Usual (Hillcrest Lodge)
Time: 5:30 - 8:30 pm

[For illustrative purposes only; your turkey's appearance may vary. :-) ]

Decembr - NO REGULAR MEETING this month.

Enjoy your time with family and friends, and we will reconvene in January for another eventful series of
woodturning adventures!

4

NWW Election Time Is Here
The NWW Nominating Committee is pleased to present the following candidates for your
consideration:

President - Ray Shields (automatic appointment from VP position, per our Bylaws)
Vice President - ???
Secretary - Gary Moore (Gary has graciously assumed this position already due to an early
vacancy -- thank you Gary!)
Treasurer - Jeff Phillips
Member At Large (Position #1 ) - Rod Parker
Member At Large (Position #3) - Phil Kezele
As noted above, we currently have no candidates for VP. Since YOU have an interest in
serving as VP (yes, YOU ...perhaps you just hadn't realized it yet), please contact George Way
or Ray Shields as soon as possible.
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Sawdust Saturdays
Sawdust Saturdays have been designed by club volunteers to help new turners develop skills
and be introduced to different opportunities in wood turning. Classes are held at the club
shop in Bayview. We begin the class about 9 am and wrap up about 3 pm. Our club has
eight mini-lathes available to learn on as well as a basic set of turning tools for each lathe.
The next scheduled sessions are:

January 28 - Intro to Hollow Forms
February 25 - Platters, plates
April 29 - Natural edge bowls
Sign-up sheets are generally available at the Thursday meetings. Please sign up early.
The $1 0 non-refundable registration fee, which is due at the time of sign up, is to cover the cost
of materials, tools and refreshments.
Participants are required to bring personal safety equipment, at a minimum a full face shield.
For information on classes contact Ed Frank at 360-293-5534 or Mike Young at 360-293-4236.

You Already Know This, But...
Sharp tools are safer
A dull tool can skip or cut the wood
inappropriately, catching the turner off guard. When
a tool is dull, the turner will apply more muscle to
make it cut. Let the tool do the work—pushing
harder does not replace sharpening a tool or
learning its proper use. Check the sharpness of a
tool by scraping the cutting edge against your
fingernail or across a soft piece of wood; it should leave a mark. If it does not make a scratch, it is
too dull. If a tool is not cutting easily, sharpen it.
Learning how to properly sharpen your tools is well worth the time invested. Take a class
and/or buy a good DVD on sharpening (or pick it up from the club's library!) and practice. You
will have a lot more fun and discover there is more in the turner’s bag of tricks than 60-grit
abrasive.
Excerpted from: Safety for Woodturners: On the Edge of Disaster
by Dr. Hilda V. Carpenter (an AAW publication)
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Club Contacts for 201 6
Northwest Washington Woodturners
P.O. Box 31
Mt. Vernon, WA 98373

President
George Way

President@nwwwt.org

Vice President
Ray Shields

360-671 -3072

Secretary
Gary Moore

360-671 -71 41

VicePresident@nwwwt.org
Secretary@nwwwt.org

Treasurer
Les Books

Treasurer@nwwwt.org

Members at Large
Ron Means

ron.means@rocketmail.com

Membership Chairperson
Michael McCunn

360-293-7305

Membership@nwwwt.org

Laura Matthews - Assistant

Education Outreach Chairperson
George Way
360-293-7305
georgerway@gmail.com

Mentoring Chairperson
Ron Radliff
usaf.463@live.com

360-293-5067

Sawdust Saturday Chairpersons
Ed Frank
360-293-5534

George Newberry
360-848-9679
george.newberry@comcast.net
360-840-5680

Ron Radliff

360-707-131 9

Programs Chairperson
James Plessner
Website Chairperson
Jesse Charette

jmplessner@hotmail.com
usaf.463@live.com
jmplessner@hotmail.com
jesse.charette@gmail.com

360-707-131 9

Events Chairperson
Dennis Shinn (Acting)
360-854-9909
woodturner@anatechsys.com

360-222-3092

James Plessner

360-941 -4408

edwinfrank@comcast.net

Mike Young

mjyoungana@gmail.com

Library Chairperson

360-293-4236

Ron Wehde

425-745-9851

360-840-5680

Gallery Photographer
Ron Means

360-222-3092

360-920-1 485

Newsletter Editor
Ray Shields

360-671 -3072

ron.wehde@gmail.com
ron.means@rocketmail.com
rayshields@msn.com
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Ads
This space is set aside for contributors and for members to advertise free of charge to sell or purchase tools, wood,
etc. Please submit your ad to the Newsletter Editor by the last Thursday of the month or submit it to him at the
meeting for inclusion in the next month's newsletter.

Have some hand-me-down tools
you would like to donate?
Contact our Store Manager, Richard
Mabie (Richard@mabiemail.com), or
bring the tools to a Thurs. regular
meeting. Thank you!!!

to our Club members
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Ads (Cont'd)

11 00 C St, Bldg B
Bellingham, WA

"
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Ads (Cont'd)

For Sale: Vicmarc VL300 Short bed lathe
Nearly new and in excellent running condition; includes 6 tools, 5 faceplates, extra
chuck and jaws. $4,000. Call George Way, 360-293-7305
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