Northwest Washington Woodturners

A Local Chapter of the American Association of Woodturners

Monthly Newsletter for April 2017

About NWW...

President's Letter
Recently I was on a road trip
and on the return leg I found
myself in Klamath Falls, OR.
Since I was in the area, I
decided to stop by Cook
Woods. I have no vested
interest in the hardwood
seller, but I have ordered an
Ray Shields
exotic piece or two from them
in the past and thought it would be fun to see their
facility. I wasn't disappointed.

The Club meets every 3rd Thursday of the
month. There is no meeting in Dec.
Time: 6:30pm No host dinner beginning
at 5:30pm.
We meet at Hillcrest Park Lodge in Mt.
Vernon, WA. Exit I-5 at Kincaid St (Exit
226). Turn east up Kincaid to S. 13th St,
turn right (south). Hillcrest Park is approx.
6 blocks south on 13th St. The Lodge is
located in the NW corner of the parking
lot, beyond the tennis courts.

The owners, Chris and Catherine Cook, began
building Cook Woods at its current site in 1999.
They now have over 15,000 sq. ft. stocked with
more than 250 species of wood from all over the
world. Although it was raining heavily on the day
I was there and I didn't see their state-of-the-art 50
HP sawmill in action, it can handle logs up to 45
ft long and 6 ft in diameter, with only a 1/10 in.
kerf.

Meetings are open to anyone interested in
woodturning. All skill levels from
beginners to advanced turners are
welcome.
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President's Letter

(Continued from Page1)

Chris was in perpetual motion while I was visiting. At one point he quickly scraped the wax coating off
a piece of black-and-white ebony to photograph it and send the pic to a customer who wanted to see if
it would be suitable for a fancy fretboard on a guitar he was building (it was). However, what caught
my eye was another piece of B&W ebony that was sitting just to the left of where Chris was working. It
was over 2 1/2 inches thick, about 9 inches wide, and nearly 6 ft long. It had an exquisite contrasting
pattern, with no knots, inclusions, or visible checks -- a flawless, gorgeous hunk of wood! Of course, I
hadn't won a lottery recently (or ever) so the cost of the piece was way out of my comfort zone, but that
didn't stop me from drooling over it -- they probably had to get out a mop after I left! It was awe
inspiring.
Speaking of inspiring pieces, have you had a chance to check out Beth Ireland's online portfolio?
(Click here if you would like to see it). She will be our guest for the May meeting. To say that Beth is a
creative genius is an understatement. Her demo should help all of us learn to develop and maximize
our own personal creative and imaginative skills. I, for one, am really looking forward to her
presentation!

Ray

President's Challenge
The President's Creative Challenge for this month
is to create a plate or platter. Any size, any wood,
any finish. Burn, carve, dye, paint, or otherwise
embellish it -- or not, it is entirely up to you. As
always, Craft Supplies gift certificates will be
awarded.
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Ed Pretty, whose pieces graced the back cover of

the most recent (April 2017) issue of AAW's
American Woodturner, was our guest demonstrator.
As mentioned in the magazine, Ed learned to turn
from his father at age nine, so he has been at it
longer than most of us.
On Thursday evening's presentation, which he
titled "Beyond ABC", Ed began with the standard
Anchor-B evel-Cut but was able to expand and
elaborate on each aspect:
ANCHOR
- It goes without saying that the tool needs to be on
the tool rest before its business end makes contact
with the wood.
- Easing the side edges of your skew will help
protect your tool rest from the dents and divots it
might otherwise develop.
BEVEL
- Grip: Front and back hands have two different
Ed Pretty talks about flute position.
jobs. The front hand keeps the bevel on the wood
surface; fingers behind the tool shank relieve
pressure on the bevel, and fingers between the tool and the rest limit travel of the tool. The
rear hand controls power (ultimately from the legs), steering, and cutting angle.
- Rotation for flute adjustment: should be done as if the tool is rotating around a central axis
runing the length of the tool. To keep the tool rotating on this axis, this should be done with a
"wrist up" motion to maintain the established angle of the bevel.
- On existing form or curve: use heel first. Never lead with the cutting edge.
CUT
- Bevel points the way (check first and after making other
adjustments). For matching the previous cut, heel/toe the bevel
on the existing cut, then move into the cut. Adjust the cutting
edge for optimum cut (which may change during cut).

LEFT: Good basic technique permits creation of smooth, pleasing
curves as seen here in one of Ed's pieces.
CAUSES FOR A CATCH
- Dull tool
- Leading with the cutting edge rather than the heel
- Load/support points not in line with rotational force
(Continued on next page)
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Photo by Ray Shields

April Program Recap

April Program Recap (cont'd)
- Flute position (i.e., open/closed): "Coming around the
corner" (mother of all catches) - occurs when opening
the flute to keep the bevel on the work rather than using
body rotation. Flute ends up too far open, then catches
due to support point not being in line with rotational
force.
- Entering face cut with flute partially open: Flute must
be absolutely closed with cutting edge in line with the
rotation at point of contact.
A big thanks to Ed for throwing caution to the wind and
crossing an international border into a marginally stable
country in order to come talk with us!

Ed emphasizes keeping tool's support
point in line with rotational force.

Outtakes
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Upcoming Programs
May 18 - We aren't generally able to feature turners

from the East Coast on our Thurs evening meetings, but
we are most fortunate to have snagged Beth Ireland as
our guest presenter while she is in the area. Beth has
been a professional woodworker in Massachusetts
since 1983, specializing in turning and sculpture. Her
work has been widely exhibited and published,
including a 2015 profile in American Woodturner.
Beth has a well deserved reputation as an excellent
teacher, and will be providing a Friday class on offsetturned boxes.

Some time in June - OK, OK, while this clearly isn't

an official part of the Programs schedule, it is
mentioned here while we have your attention. In
anticipation of a number of NWW top turning
activities coming up this summer, there will be an
organized but casual session for teaching top turning
to those who want to learn or brush up on various top
turning techniques. Look for details and a sign up
sheet at the next meeting.

A Word from AAW...
There are many benefits to AAW membership, and
now the AAW wants to make joining up even more
attractive. If you are a member of any AAW Chapter
(and that includes NWW) and are not yet a member of
AAW, you can join AAW at half price for a full year.
This limited-time offer is NOT on the AAW website,
and is being made available only from April through
June 2017. If you have never been a member of AAW
before and wish to pursue this opportunity, get in
touch with President Ray Shields for details and a
special link.
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Spend the Day (in Bellevue) with Glenn Lucas!
WHO: GLENN LUCAS, a professional turner and artist for more than 20 years. Based in Ireland.
WHAT: A day-long demonstration by Glenn. He will be demonstrating his Utility Bowl, his Traditional
Irish platter, and his techniques used in sharpening tools.

WHERE: Bellevue College’s Paccar Auditorium, Bellevue, WA
WHEN: June 10, 2017 9:00 AM to 4:00 PM Glenn first began to develop his passion for woodworking

during his childhood and established his own business at sixteen in 1993. Glenn’s work is made from
native Irish hardwood, sourced locally. His designs have attained international recognition and Glenn is
frequently invited to attend exhibitions promoting the best of Irish craftsmanship. In addition to his
woodturning Glenn teaches in his County Carlow Woodturning Study Centre at his home in
Bagnelstown, Ireland.

REGISTRATION:

Registration is $75 for the full day demo (includes snacks, beverages and a delicious

catered lunch). To register, go to https://seattlewoodturners.org/glenn-lucas-demo/ where you can either
register online, or download and complete a registration form and mail it along with your payment. Be
sure to register now and save! If you have any questions please contact Tim Tibbetts at:

seattle.aaw.events@gmail.com

A Note on Safety
The following incidents that happened recently to turners in the Spokane area are described
below (with their permission) to encourage all of us to keep safety utmost in mind each time
we get in front of a lathe:
On Friday (4/21/17) Ron Gooley, an Inland Northwest Woodturners member, had an exciting day. Ron
was turning a large rough maple bowl on his lathe, when the mortise on the bottom of the bowl fractured.
Ron was wearing a face shield when it happened. A piece of the bowl came up and struck his shield,
fracturing the frame of the shield and shoving the clear shield into his face, knocking him down, throwing
him between the wall and the lady behind him and knocking him out. Tommy John heard what sounded
like a shotgun blast, and saw that Ron was no longer at his lathe. He ran over and was able to get Ron out
from between the lathe and the wall. T. John determined that Ron was regaining consciousness, and
immediately requested a resident at the shop to pull the emergency cord. He requested another resident
call 911. Assistance arrived momentarily from the main building of the Riverview community, followed
shortly by an ambulance.
Ron was transported by ambulance to the emergency room. Several hours later, Ron was released from
the ER with stitches below his right eye and stitches closing a through-and-through laceration of his lower
lip. Being Ron, he was back turning in the shop by Wednesday of the following week. He has promised to
bring the fractured frame of the shield, and the exploded bowl to the next meeting to explain what
happened.
(Cont'd on next page)
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Another Inland Northwest Woodturners member had a similar experience. Two days after Ron had that
piece of wood blow up on him, Ron Valley had one do the same thing. He was turning a large 18”
piece of 4” dry mesquite that was very stubborn -- he was getting no wood shavings but only a fine
dust, using both carbide and HSS gouges with little success. Then, while turning about 680 rpm, it
exploded with a big bang. Ron was standing aside the wood with his bowl gouge, with all safety
equipment on, and the wood disintegrated into about 30 smaller pieces. He got hit on his torso, left
and right wrist, arm, and had a little skin removed on his head. It required a trip to the emergency
clinic. He thought he had broken his arm, but the x-rays indicated it was just badly bruised, although
the arm still needed bandages. "I was lucky I guess," Ron reflected, as it could have been significantly
worse.
Later Ron examined the wood pieces to figure out why it exploded. Mesquite normally doesn’t do that
and he was not turning fast. He discovered many fine cracks all over the piece, and he was turning
cross-grain. So, for the past week, Ron has been going through all his wood-blanks, removing any
pieces that show serious cracks or splitting. He felt he had enough wood so that he just didn’t need to
take any chances.
-- Submitted by Richard Mabie

Turning on the Web...
Contributed by Rick Anderson

The internet contains a wealth of information of
value to woodturners. Some is direct “how to”
articles and videos…...other resources provide
inspiration and techniques which can be applied
to our craft. But remember, the internet is
unedited, so beware of poor and unsafe
techniques. Here's this month's selections:
In March, the Trump administration realized there was an annual Easter Egg Roll event held on
the lawn of the White House the day after Easter. Despite no arrangements having been made for
the traditional wooden eggs, Wells Woodturning in Buckfield, Maine came to the rescue. Wells
has been making the eggs for years and prides themselves in meeting short deadlines. Wells
facility is stocked with all sorts of fascinating machinery from the era prior to computer control.
Their website contains several short videos of these machines in action…...truly production
turning. Fascinating and fun to watch. Check them out at www.wellswoodturning.com

Trembleur is a French word for trembler or wobbler. Applied to woodturning, turning trembleurs

is a fascinating study in patience and dexterity. Warning: This is not for the faint of heart! But it
sure is fun to watch! Might even be fun to try? Note the use of multiple string steady rests and the
popular French turning tool called a Bedan. Here's a few videos to show what the art of turning a
Trembleur is about:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v= t4JdA9zdUeI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v= Duyv3q1 cDuU
https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query= trembleur
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v= yqgwoRlpd_w
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Sawdust Saturdays
Sawdust Saturdays have been designed by club volunteers to help new turners develop skills
and be introduced to different opportunities in wood turning. Classes are held at the club
shop in Bayview. We begin the class about 9 am and wrap up about 3 pm. Our club has
eight mini-lathes available to learn on as well as a basic set of turning tools for each lathe.
The next scheduled sessions are:

May 27 - Boxes with Lids
June 2 4 - Piercing, Coloring, Dyes

Sign-up sheets are generally available at the Thursday meetings. Please sign up early.
The $10 non-refundable registration fee, which is due at the time of sign up, is to cover the cost
of materials, tools and refreshments.
Participants are required to bring personal safety equipment, at a minimum a full face shield.
For information on classes contact Ed Frank at 360-293-5534 or Mike Young at 360-293-4236.

Cookie Roster
Our cookie volunteers each bring 2-3 dozen cookies to our regular meetings. Thank you to
those who have already brought in cookies during 2017. At the last meeting the cookies were
particularly exceptional, so the bar has been set high for our May volunteers (but with the
exception of one of them, they are all multi-talented and highly competent -- they'll surely meet
the challenge).

May Cookie Volunteers
Bill Cowan
Steve Heiderer
Terry Horne
George Way
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Club Contacts
Northwest Washington Woodturners
P.O. Box 31
Mt. Vernon, WA 98373

President

Ray Shields
President@nwwwt.org

Vice President

Tom Thorton
VicePresident@nwwwt.org

Secretary

Gary Moore
Secretary@nwwwt.org

Treasurer

Jeff Phillips
Treasurer@nwwwt.org

Members at Large

Phil Kezele
pkezele@wavecable.com

Membership Chairperson

360-671-3072

425-948-6717

360-293-7305

Mentoring Chairperson
Events Chairperson

Dennis Shinn (Acting)

woodturner@anatechsys.com

206-372-5123

360-840-5680

480-338-3395

rodney.parker@cox.net

360-240-8962

James Plessner
jmplessner@hotmail.com

Jesse Charette
jesse.charette@gmail.com

360-757-7730

Rod Parker

480-338-3395

Website Chairperson

Laura Matthews - Assistant
George Way
georgerway@gmail.com

360-671-7141

Rod Parker
rodney.parker@cox.net

Les Books
l.books09@gmail.com

360-941-4408

Education Outreach Chairperson

360-854-9909

Sawdust Saturday Chairpersons
Ed Frank
edwinfrank@comcast.net

Ron Means
360-222-3092
ron.means@rocketmail.com

Programs Chairperson

Michael McCunn
Membership@nwwwt.org

Mike Young
mjyoungana@gmail.com

Library Chairperson
Ron Wehde

ron.wehde@gmail.com

Gallery Photographer

360-293-5067

Ron Means
ron.means@rocketmail.com

Newsletter Editor

360-920-1485

Ray Shields
rayshields@msn.com

Bowl by
Ed Pretty
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360-293-5534
360-293-4236

425-745-9851

360-222-3092

360-671-3072

Ads
This space is set aside for contributors and for members to advertise free of charge to sell or purchase tools, wood,
etc. Please submit your ad to the Newsletter Editor by the last Thursday of the month or submit it to him at the
meeting for inclusion in the next month's newsletter.

A note from renowned turner Molly Winton (sad but true news):
Unfortunately I have to give up my woodturning business, due to health reasons.
My loss = your gain. May 19th and 20th I will be selling off almost all of my equipment, tools,
and wood. I'm keeping one lathe, and a small set of tools for VERY occasional use, but the rest is out
of here. I haven't had an opportunity to inventory everything yet, but imagine a full shop, and most
likely I'll have it. I'm keeping my Oneway 12/24, just sold my Robust, but have two Jet Minis with
stands. Oodles of turning and hollowing tools, a few chucks, specialty tools/systems, and wood...lots
of wood. I'm keeping one woodburner, but that leaves four for sale (2 Burnmasters, 1 Razertip,
1 Detail Master).
I'm keeping my grinder, bandsaw, and drill press, so they're not available.

Come one, come all. 9:00am to 4:00pm daily. 5517 160th Place SW, Edmonds, WA 98026 .
Email me (turningmaven@hotmail.com) if you have questions, or are looking for something very
specific and want to see if it's worth coming out.

Molly Winton
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Ads (Cont'd)

Have some hand-me-down tools
you would like to donate?
Contact our Store Manager, Richard
Mabie (Richard@mabiemail.com), or
bring the tools to a Thurs. regular
meeting. Thank you!!!

to our Club members
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Ads (Cont'd)

1401 E St
Bellingham, WA 98225
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LATHE FOR SALE:
ONEWAY 1018 WITH BED EXTENSION
Oneway precision quality!

1/2 HP w/ Electronic Variable Speed Control
Plenty of power for turning small bowls, boxes, pepper
mills and spindles.
3 Speed Ranges: 0 - 3950 RPM
Distance between centers – 18”
Distance between centers w/ bed extension - 42”
Swing over bed - 10”
Tailstock & Spindle Taper - #2 Morse Taper
Spindle Thread - 1” - 8 Threads per inch
Backthread for vacuum attachments
Heavy Duty Metal Stand w/ storage shelves
Includes: Drive Centers, Live Centers & Robust Tool Rest
Cost new was over $2000

$1000
Contact: Rick Anderson 360-319-7600
rick@gardenarches.com

Outtakes
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