Northwest Washington Woodturners

A Local Chapter of the American Association of Woodturners

Monthly Newsletter for March 2018

About NWW...

President's Letter

The Club meets every 3rd Thursday of the
month. There is no meeting in Dec. Time:
6:30pm No host dinner beginning at 5:30pm.

Greetings Fellow
Woodturners,
I would first like to welcome
springtime (I think it’s here,
but you never know in this
neck of the woods). So nice
Tom Thornton
to see the beautiful flowers
in my wife’s garden and to experience warm
weather.

We meet at Hillcrest Park Lodge in Mt.
Vernon, WA. Exit I-5 at Kincaid St (Exit 226).
Turn east up Kincaid to S. 13th St, turn right
(south). Hillcrest Park is approx. 6 blocks
south on 13th St. The Lodge is located in the
NW corner of the parking lot, beyond the
tennis courts.

The April meeting was one of the most
informative sessions that I can remember in my
seven-plus years with the club. Thank you to
Rod Parker and the other mentors who
organized and participated in the event. There
was nothing but positive feedback at last night’s
board meeting, and there is a strong possibility
that it will repeated on a regular basis.

Meetings are open to anyone interested in
woodturning. All skill levels from beginners
to advanced turners are welcome.
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I would like to expand on the July Challenge
that I announced at the April meeting: making
at least four identical forms. I know it seems
daunting at first glance. My sole reason for
presenting it was to help improve tool skills, as
doing a recent project did for me. To reiterate, I
was hired by a member of the woodworking
club (NCWA) to create ten sets of feet for
tubular table legs, plus a few extras. I also
turned eight 1 ¼”diameter x 24” long legs.
Although these pieces were all simple
cylinders, accuracy was a must.
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Up front I thought it would be “easy money”
but as I quickly learned, it was not. It took
several practice pieces (and a few scrapped
ones) but I developed techniques, including
“finesse” cuts, that helped achieve satisfactory
results.
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President's Letter (Cont'd)
All I would like to ask from you is to give it a shot. The resulting pieces don’t even have to be
useful. Simple cylinders, with or without beads and coves, will work. You may choose to do
handles for tools or ice cream scoops, a set of salad serving bowls, pen and pencil sets, bottle
stoppers. Just use your imagination. And remember, the only requirement is that the profiles must
match.
I would like to close with a personal experience from late last year. I was in my seat waiting for
an NCWA meeting to start and introduced myself to the gentleman sitting next to me. After
determining that he was a club member and regular attendee I naturally asked him “How long?”
Turned out it was over five years, about a year less than me. My very first thought was “How did I
miss meeting this man during those years?” After a while I concluded that the vast majority of
the folks I talked to were those that I already knew. It was a real eye-opener for me that I had
been ignoring a whole lot of people for a whole lot of years.
From that day on I made a commitment to meet at least one new person every month at both the
NCWA and NWW meetings. I confess that it didn’t happen 100% of the time but I did meet a lot
more new folks. I want to encourage each of you to introduce yourselves to at least one person
whom you don’t know before or during break at each meeting. And given our increase in
membership lately there is no shortage of “newbies”.
Thank you all very much and I’ll see you on May 17th.
Tom

President's Challenge
In addition to the July challenge (see President's Letter, above),
here is what Prez Tom has to say about the upcoming May
Creative Challenge:
Have you ever experienced an issue (natural or man-made)
well into turning a nice piece of wood that had you thinking
"What a beautiful chunk of firewood"? The next President's
Creative Challenge will be "Character" ...incorporating that
"defect" into the design. It is amazing what we can do with a
little imagination.
Every new crack, uncovered bark inclusion or catch creates a
"design opportunity", as they say, so think outside the box and
see what you can come up with.

Examples of "issues" in need of ideas.
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April Program Recap
As per usual for April, we held our meeting at the Burlington
Community Center. The presentation, "Meet the Mentors" ,
was very much a team effort under the direction of our Mentor
Coordinator, Rod Parker.
Rod began with some general comments about the mentoring
program. Several points were emphasized:
- The mentoring program is particularly good for beginning
turners, but mentors have specialties that even the most
experienced turners will want to learn to master.
- Cost of the mentoring program is quite attractive: FREE!
- Mentors are scattered geographically; find one nearby or
drive the distance.
- Mentoring is usually done in the mentor's shop, but some
will travel to your shop.
- You initiate your own arrangements.
- The mentor list is available on NWW's website.
- The NWW Roster also includes a list of the mentors (on the
3rd sheet).
- The list includes each member's specialties and phone
number.
Currently we have thirteen mentors (our newest mentor is
Molly Winton , who can help you with all manner of
embellishments for your pieces). For the evening, seven
mentors brought in items of interest to them or samples of
things that they enjoy making and have some expertise in.
These mentors included (in order of speaking) Ray Shields,

Dave Blair, George Way, Ron Means, Ed Frank, Rick Anderson,
and Rod Parker.
After the break, Ray Shields moderated a Question & Answer
session during which he and members of the audience posed
turning-related questions to the mentors on a broad array of
topics. Examples include tenon vs recess for holding bowls
(Vernon Liebrant, whose bowls are sometimes the size of a
small bathtub, suggested "neither" -- use screws and a
faceplate!), where to get suitable steel for making your own
tools, determining the shape of a bowl, dust collection
considerations, best woods for turning (free wood was an
overwhelming favorite), microwave drying techniques, favorite
brand of four-jaw chuck, and many others. It was a lively
discussion with excellent audience participation. Lots of little
nuggets of wisdom for new and old turners alike.

Rod Parker

Presenting Mentors:

Ed

Dave

Rick

Ron

Ray

G e o r ge
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Upcoming Programs
May 17 - Back at the Hillcrest Lodge in Mt. Vernon, we will
have a Play Day in which multiple lathes will be set up

around the room, and several presenters will share their
knowledge and experience about a specific aspect of turning.
They will provide their presentations simultaneously, cycling
through their material approximately every 20 minutes or so.
Members will be free to circulate freely around the room to
take in the sessions they find most interesting.

June 21

- To be announced.

July 19 -

Charlotte "Charley" Phillips, who teaches at the
Northwest Woodcarving Academy, has graciously agreed to
be our July presenter. She is recognized for her delicate
floral carvings. In recent years she has been turning and is
able to combine both carving and turning to create original
stunning pieces. Although she lives in Texas, she will be
coming up our way from Ellensburg after she finishes
teaching her class on "Basket with Carved Flowers."

August 25(?) -

Potluck Picnic (jointly with NCWA). This date
is NOT confirmed, but you might want to pencil it in on your
calendar now, as it is our best guess at the moment.

Don't Forget...

When leaving a class or Sawdust Saturday session, take a moment
to look around and make sure you have all your personal items
with you before you depart. Also please check to assure that the
work area is clean, with no empty soda cans, unfinished coffee,
or similar items that need to be removed from the premises.
Thanks!
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'Women in Wood' Event in Port Townsend
Women in Wood , curated by Helga Winter and Betty Scaripino,
had its opening night on April 7 at the Northwind Arts Center in
Port Townsend. The show profiles the work of fourteen women
woodworkers from around the country. Five of the artists were
present for the opening (see picture on bottom of page) and the
following day they each gave a brief informal talk about their
work and answered questions from the audience. Among the
artists present during the opening weekend was one of our very
own club members, Molly Winton .
The show will move to the American Art Company in Tacoma
for the month of May.
Andi Wolfe

Donna Zils Banfield

Andi Wolfe

Betty
Scarpino

Tania Radda
Cindy Drozda

Andi Wolfe

Artists present: Helga Winter, Betty Scarpino, Dixie Biggs, Molly Winton, Sally Ault
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Kristin LeVier

Andi Wolfe

Tania Radda

Martha Collins

Merryll Saylan

Merryll Saylan

Helga Winter

Merryll Saylan
Kristin LeVier

Tania Radda
Donna Zils Banfield

Sally Ault
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Betty Scarpino

Helga Winter

Helga Winter

Dixie Biggs

Helga Winter

Sally Ault

Molly Winton
Kristin LeVier
Dixie Biggs
Cindy Drozda

Cindy Drozda
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Woodfest in Review

Photos by Ron Radliff and Ray Shields

This year's Woodfest was held April 14-15 at the SedroWoolley High School gymnasium. Our coordinators, David
and Sascha Vendette, wish to thank the many volunteers
who attended and served as greeters and turners, plus helped
with the set up and clean up. Several bowls were turned and
multiple children were delighted with their new tops. A
number of turned items were sold (George Way was the top
seller, but it wasn't tops that he sold, it was his bowls).
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Know Your Woods
Bocote (Cordia spp.) is found in Mexico and Central/South

America. It has a yellowish brown body with dramatic dark
brown to almost black stripes. Color tends to darken with age.
It is not uncommon to see many "eyes" and other figuring in
bocote, though unlike knots, they do not seem to present any
special challenges in machining.
Grain on most decorative pieces is usually figured in some way,
and also tends to be interlocked, though pieces with plain and
straight grain can also be found. Medium uniform texture and a
naturally oily/waxy feel. Good natural luster.
Heartwood is rated from moderately durable to very durable
depending on the species; it is susceptible to insect attack.
Some species may contain silica that will dull cutters. On the
whole, bocote is easily worked and machined with good
results. Although bocote has a fairly high amount of natural
oils present, gluing is usually problem-free. It turns and finishes
well. Has a moderate scent when being worked that resembles
dill pickles.
Bocote is somehat expensive, close to other mid-to-high priced
exotic hardwoods.
With its striking, zebra-like contrasts and bold figuring, bocote
can be a very eye-catching wood. It is generally used for its
aesthetic attributes, rather than its mechanical ones — and
although bocote is by no means weak, its strength-to-weight
ratio is below average. (It is roughly as stiff and strong as hard
maple, even though bocote is considerably heavier.)

9

Turning on the Web* ...
Contributed by Rick Anderson

To Look Sharp……….and To Feel Sharp Too!

Remember
that Gillette Razor jingle from the 50's? Some of us do!
Though it applied to razors back then, those same words
can apply to our turning tools today. What is the best way
to get them looking sharp and feeling sharp too?
The latest and greatest in sharpening is CBN…...short for
Cubic Boron Nitride. CBN is the second hardest material known to man. Grinding wheels using
CBN for the abrasive last for years (depending on amount of use) and are capable of placing an
extremely sharp edge on modern tool steels. Though they initially cost more than an Aluminum
Oxide wheel they will outlast several AO wheels thus becoming cheaper in the long run. Other
major advantages of CBN are that the wheels are always the same diameter thus the sharpening

geometry is constant and grinding on CBN produces very little heat build-up in the tool. Prices on
CBN continue to drop as more suppliers enter the market and the variety of wheels is increasing with
wider wheels, round corner wheels and wider sides which can also be used as a sharpening surface.
Recently when I realized my 8” grinding wheels were now barely 7” diameter I started to consider
replacing them with CBN wheels. As I explored the world of CBN I came across this web article. It
provided me with understanding, answered my concerns and, yes, inspired me to take the plunge to
CBN. It also lists most of the current suppliers of CBN wheels but a google search will provide the
most up to date sources.

http://www.robohippy.net/featured-article/
*The internet contains a wealth of information of value to woodturners. Some is direct “how to”
articles and videos ...other resources provide inspiration and techniques which can be applied to our
craft. But remember, the internet is unedited, so beware of poor and unsafe techniques.
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Sawdust Saturdays
Sawdust Saturdays have been designed by club volunteers to help new turners develop skills
and be introduced to different opportunities in wood turning. Classes are held at Gerrit Van
Ness' studio shop in Bayview. We begin the class about 9 am and wrap up about 3 pm.
Our club has eight mini-lathes available to learn on as well as a basic set of turning tools for
each lathe.
The next scheduled sessions are:

May 26, 2018 - Basic bowl turning
June 30, 2018 - Platters

In coming months there will be sessions on bowls, platters, pyrography and other embellishments, as well as chainsaw safety and maintenance. Plus others. Check the monthly
newsletter for regular updates. The cost for each session is $10 unless otherwise specified
(occasionally a session will be offered for free). Sign-up sheets will be available during our
regular meetings.

Cookie Roster
Our cookie volunteers bring 2-3 dozen cookies each to our regular meetings. Our sincere
thanks to those who have already brought in cookies this year. And BTW, last month's cookies
were absolutely scrumptious! We look forward to the tasty delights that will be brought in by
those of you who have signed up for future meetings.

May Cookie Volunteers
OMG! I STILL can't find
the list. Do YOU recall if
you signed up? Will need
to send the clipboard
around again!
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Club Contacts
Northwest Washington Woodturners
P.O. Box 31
Mt. Vernon, WA 98373

President

Tom Thornton
President@nwwwt.org

Vice President

Norman Lanford
VicePresident@nwwwt.org

Secretary

Gary Moore
Secretary@nwwwt.org

Treasurer

Jeff Phillips
Treasurer@nwwwt.org

Members at Large

Phil Kezele
pkezele@wavecable.com

Membership Chairperson

425-501-2481

512-751-1272

360-293-7305

Mentoring Chairperson
Events Chairperson

Dennis Shinn (Acting)

woodturner@anatechsys.com

206-372-5123

360-840-5680

480-338-3395

rodney.parker@cox.net

360-240-8962

James Plessner
jmplessner@hotmail.com

Jesse Charette
jesse.charette@gmail.com

360-757-7730

Rod Parker

480-338-3395

Website Chairperson

Laura Matthews - Assistant
George Way
georgerway@gmail.com

360-671-7141

Rod Parker
rodney.parker@cox.net

Les Books
l.books09@gmail.com

360-941-4408

Education Outreach Chairperson

360-854-9909

Sawdust Saturday Chairpersons
Ed Frank
edwinfrank@comcast.net

Ron Means
360-222-3092
ron.means@rocketmail.com

Programs Chairperson

Michael McCunn
Membership@nwwwt.org

Mike Young
mjyoungana@gmail.com

Library Chairperson
Ron Wehde

ron.wehde@gmail.com

Gallery Photographer

360-293-5067

Ron Means
ron.means@rocketmail.com

Newsletter Editor

360-920-1485

Ray Shields
rayshields@msn.com
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360-293-5534
360-293-4236

425-745-9851

360-222-3092

360-671-3072

Ads
This space is set aside for contributors and for members to advertise free of charge to sell or purchase tools, wood,
etc. Please submit your ad to the Newsletter Editor by the last Thursday of the month or submit it to him at the
meeting for inclusion in the next month's newsletter.

Bill Baer Tool Sale
The following items will be sold on

May 5th - 9:00 am to 4:00 pm.

4424 Colony Mountain Drive, Bow, Wash.

Information, call Jerry Anderson (360-770-8559) or Val Matthews (360-770-4851)

Craftsman 15 1/2” drill press.
(with all accessories, drill bits etc.)
Hitachi, floor model, 12” planer. Model #P100F
Grizzly 12” disc sander
1” belt sander
Jet 8” slow speed bench grinder
Home built bench grinder
Tormec Super Grind wet tool sharpener
Grizzly T10097 wet tool sharpener
Craftsman 3.5 hp air compressor with two tanks
All Trade 14” bandsaw
Makita LS1013 10” compound sliding miter saw, w/table
DeWalt 10” radial arm saw
Craftsman scroll saw with stand
Delta right tilt 10” table saw w/Beismeyer fence

$200.00
$300.00
$300.00
$100.00
$15.00
$175.00
$50.00
$300.00
$75.00
$75.00
$175.00
$350.00
$75.00
$65.00
$900.00

The following items were damaged in Jim Corbin’s shop fire.
They have been repaired and are useable.
Delta left tilt 10” table saw w/Beismeyer fence
Grizzly 20” planer (G0454 ?) 5hp
Oneway 2436 3hp wood lathe
Grizzly G0568 24” re-saw bandsaw, 5hp
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$500.00
$1000.00
$2225.00
$900.00

Ads

1401 E St
Bellingham, WA 98225
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Ads (Cont'd)
Pre-WW II Walker Turner Lathe
700 Series headstock on a 900 series bed
(the 900 series is the heavier of the 2 beds),
with a 900 series tailstock.
Bed is 52" long with a 10" swing
Banjo is not original, probably a Delta or
Taiwanese knockoff
Motor is a Delta, Model# 62-142, 1/2HP,
9 Amp.
The headstock is 1" x 12tpi - Morse #2
Includes 1 faceplate: 3 3/8" with RH and
LH inserts
Includes 1 Nova chuck adapter @ 1" x 12
TPI

$1.00 (not a typo!)

plus a dollar off if you transport it.

Thanks,

Michael Russell
Heavy Duty WOOD LATHE,
built by Denver Ulery, from
Redmond, WA.
• AC/DC 5 HP Motor
• Total weight: 1,000 lbs

$600
Vernon Leibrant (360-966-5183) is
selling this large lathe for a friend
who is no longer able to use it.
Want to turn an impressively large
bowl? Then this is the lathe for
you.
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Ads (Cont'd)

Have some hand-me-down tools
you would like to donate?
Contact our Store Manager, Richard
Mabie (Richard@mabiemail.com), or
bring the tools to a Thurs. regular
meeting. Thank you!!!

to our Club members
(and tax free, too!)
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Ads (Cont'd)

Please note that Craft Supplies provides our club with
several hundred dollars in Gift Certificates each year.

Outtakes
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