Northwest Washington Woodturners

A Local Chapter of the American Association of Woodturners

Monthly Newsletter for September 2018

About NWW...

President's Letter

The Club meets every 3rd Thursday of the
month. There is no meeting in Dec. Time:
6:30pm No host dinner beginning at 5:30pm.

Greetings Fellow Woodturners,
It looks like Autumn has come
upon us, so it’s time to break
out the mowers, trimmers and
rakes for cleanup operations
before stuff stops growing.
Tom Thornton
While we’re at it, why not get
some of our potential turning wood inside so it
can acclimate to the shop environment.

We meet at Hillcrest Park Lodge in Mt.
Vernon, WA. Exit I-5 at Kincaid St (Exit 226).
Turn east up Kincaid to S. 13th St, turn right
(south). Hillcrest Park is approx. 6 blocks
south on 13th St. The Lodge is located in the
NW corner of the parking lot, beyond the
tennis courts.

I describe it as “potential” because I have great
difficulty discerning between a future gallery
piece and well-burning firewood. It’s difficult
for me to release ANYTHING (not just wood)
from my possession that may have a future use.
More on this later.

Meetings are open to anyone interested in
woodturning. All skill levels from beginners
to advanced turners are welcome.
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As you may know, October is the month in
which we accept nominations for club officers
and board members. This year is rather unique
in that all four of our Member-At-Large positions
need to be filled. The normal protocol is that
two members are nominated in odd-numbered
and two in even-numbered years. The situation
this year came about because two at-large
members voluntarily extended their terms by
one year, thereby putting the ending dates in the
same year.
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Turning on the Web

It came to me recently that the Member-at-large
position is a great entry-level opportunity for
club involvement. Let me quote directly from
the bylaws. “Each Member-at-large shall:
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Participate in Board meetings and act as liaison
for the general membership; perform other
duties as may be as assigned by the President.”
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As you can see, the time requirement is
minimal. The board meets a maximum of ten
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President's Letter (Cont'd)
months per year (on the Tuesday following each Thursday general meeting), with each session
typically lasting from 2-2 ½ hours. Since we meet at a restaurant (currently The Farmhouse
outside of Anacortes) in a private room we have the opportunity to enjoy dinner, with excellent
service, and some chitchat (mindless or otherwise) before the meeting.
If you have never served, officially or otherwise, this is a great opportunity to not only find out
what we’re about, but to have a stronger voice in the club’s future with your vote. I appreciate
your consideration.
On a lighter note, if may get back to my opening statement, when I first started turning I
collected wood that some folks may consider unworthy even for the fireplace, and not just for
potential toxic smoke issues. As long it was not highly resinous or totally rotten it was a
candidate for my lathe.
Over the years, as one might imagine (or have experienced?), my bowl blank inventory far
exceeded the number of finished products. As difficult as it was, I was determined to take care
of the issue. This was mainly driven by my wife’s “suggestion” that anything I keep “shall be
stored within a fully enclosed structure”. This news was delivered in early August and, by the
way, “such relocation shall be completed no later than Labor Day 2018”.
The good news is that I “got 'er done”…on time. And since I have become a much better turner
since the collection process began, I no longer need practice wood. I anticipate that all the
blanks that I retained will be become gallery-quality pieces. Nothing wrong with dreaming.
I share this long and potentially boring story because there is a very slight possibility that
someone may share my dilemma. If you are out there…I feel your pain.
Tom

President's Challenge
The President's Creative Challenge for our October
meeting is to turn a lidded box. You can make it as big
or as small, as simple or as complex as you like -- any
wood(s), any finish. No "think outside the box" puns
will be included here, just a gentle reminder to get to it,
as time's a-wastin'.
As always, Prez Tom likely will award Craft Supplies gift
certificates, either by a drawing or some other fair
method (or unfair -- his choice since he's the Boss* and
you're not -- ha!).
*If you have an interest in becoming the boss yourself at some point, see any member of the Board about being
nominated for office.
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September Program Recap
Renowned turner and artist Bonnie Klein was our returning
guest presenter for the September meeting. She was kind
enough to provide us with a twofer: The first half of her demo
was an overview of how to turn a 4 legged child's stool with
stretchers, and then after the break she gave a talk on turning
boxes out of bone.
Bonnie first made a 4 legged stool about 25 years ago, and has
since made a stool for each of her grandchildren in addition to
a couple dozen others. Having four legs rather than three
improves stability, an important asset since children don't just
sit on them but also inevitably stand on them to reach high
items. The stretchers add to the sturdiness of the stool and
make a convenient "handle" moving them.

Bonnie Klein

The seat of the stool is turned from thick stock to
approximately 12" in diameter. Bonnie used cherry
for her demonstration but maple, oak, walnut and
most other hardwoods are suitable. Four holes for
the legs are drilled into the bottom of the seat. The
holes are drilled at the 12, 3, 6 and 9 o'clock
positions, one inch in from the outer edge. They are
drilled at a slight angle so that each leg splays
outward one inch.
Creating jigs for drilling these holes (and the holes
for the stretchers) speeds up the process and
improves consistency. Similarly, creating full scale
drawings of the legs and stretchers makes turning
them a lot easier. Marking the maximum
dimensions of the pertinent diameters is helpful
(Bonnie prefers to use millimeters rather than
fractional inches). Still, as Bonnie aptly demonstrated, it is important to "measure twice, turn
once", in order to keep the 4 legs and stretchers the same size and shape.
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Bonnie Klein (Cont'd)
To aid in translating the drawing to an
actual turned leg or stretcher, Bonnie
used over-sized vernier calipers that she
had gotten years ago from Harbor Freight
(unfortunately no longer available at HF -I checked).
Once all the components have been
turned and sanded, a dry run should be
done to assure that they fit together
correctly before attempting the final glue
up. Pre-finishing prior to gluing often
works out to be advantageous.

As shown on the left and below, Les Books brought in a
couple of stools he had completed following a hands-on
stool making class of Bonnie's some years ago. Very
cool paint jobs, Les!

Following the mid-meeting break, Bonnie switched topics and provided a fascinating slide show
cleverly titled "Dem Bones" . It provided instruction on how to prepare and turn a bone box.
To begin, one needs large, round bones (beef femurs work well). This "bovine ivory" can be
procured fresh from a butcher and cleaned up by gently boiling with just a touch of dishwashing
detergent. Changing the liquid, using a brush to remove residual marrow and tissue, and then re-
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Bonnie Klein (Cont'd)
boiling for an extra hour or so will help get them totally clean. Next, in a trash bag within an
air tight lidded bucket, add a few bottle of "standard" 3% hydrogen peroxide, add the bones,
seal up and let sit for a few days. This will bleach the bones without hurting the bone's
texture (DO NOT use laundry bleach, which can make the bones friable, chalky and weak).

Note that if you wish to avoid all of the steps above, go to the
dog chew section of a pet store where you can find processed
large white natural bones that have already been cleaned and
bleached.

Cut a 2-3 inch length of the roundest, thickest bone. If you use your shop's bandsaw, do it last
thing of the day, as you will want to give the resulting odor (ugh!) a chance to dissipate overnight.

Use scrap wood to make short tapered cylindrical segments that
fit into the marrow cavity in order to mount the bone on the
lathe. Using standard turning tools, turn the bone round on the
outside. Fill in any foramina (small natural holes in the bone for
nerves and vessels) with bone powder and CA glue. Then glue
the short length of bone onto a chuckable disk of hardwood.
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Bonnie Klein (Cont'd)
Find a segment of bone that has a relatively flat surface from which to make a disk that will serve as
the bottom. Giving the bones an extra soak in fresh hydrogen peroxide at this stage will improve
whiteness. Using a pencil, trace the outline of bone box to size the disk.

Attach the disk to a chuckable piece of wood with double-stick tape, and turn it flat (add a
small tenon if you wish to improve strength of attachment to the bone cylinder that becomes
the body of the box). The joint can be disguised by adding a groove.

The lid to the box can be created in an analogous fashion, using a second disk. The attachment
of the lid to the box can be threaded (especially if one happens to have a Klein threading jig!) or
sized appropriately for a smooth friction fit. Top and sides can be progressively sanded and then
polished and waxed. Boxes made in this fashion take on an appearance that is quite reminiscent
of ivory. Bonnie brought along several
finished boxes and a few other small
items to show the audience.
As a concluding thought, Bonnie
mentioned that natural bovine bone is
(ahem!) a renewable resource.
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Upcoming Programs
October 18 - Our guest will be Stephen Hatcher from Olympia.

A returning demonstrator known for his clear and detailed
instruction, he will be giving a presentation titled "How Did you
DO That?" It reveals many woodturning tricks, including
sanding tips, selecting adhesives, using veneers, shaping forms,
and making feet, lids, and finials. Both slides and a whiteboard
will be used to explain the planning and execution that goes
into these projects. Project topics include making woodturned
teapots, half-moon forms, and vessels within vessels as shown in
the photos below.
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Upcoming Programs (Cont'd)
October19 - 21

- Additionally, Stephen is offering a unique 2-day
hands-on workshop to step through the entire process for producing
resin inlays. Day 1 will be offered twice, on Fri. and Sat., then both
groups will come together for Day 2 on Sun. The majority of
participant positions have already been filled, but two positions are
still open. Contact our Programs Chair, Les Books (360-293-5067)
ASAP if you would like to register to attend (cost is $250, which
includes over $100 in materials). The workshops
will take place at Gerrit Van Ness's shop,
12505 Parkside Lane, Bay View, WA. They
will begin each day at 9 am (bring a lunch as
there are no eating facilities nearby).

November 15 - Once again our annual Potluck Holiday
Party is just around the corner! You will be hearing more

about it during the October meeting. According to our CELL
(Chief Elf & Living Legend), Melanie, ham and turkey will be
provided by the club, so kindly bring an appetizer, side dish,
salad or dessert. Also, optionally, bring along a dinner
beverage of your choice (alcoholic or non-alcoholic). A wild
and crazy assortment of bucket raffle items will be leaving the
premises that night in the hands of lucky ticket holders
(undoubtedly YOU among them).
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Turn and Learn - Mentors Table
The club will be kicking off a new feature at our
October meeting which will feature a discussion
table staffed by the mentor team. At that meeting the
Turn and Learn - Mentors Table will focus on
turning Christmas ornaments.

Going forward, at each meeting, the Turn and Learn - Mentor Table will focus on different
woodturning topics such as, tool selection, tool sharpening, sanding techniques and supplies,
finishes and so forth. Also, we will cover a wide range of woodturning projects such as
Christmas ornaments, boxes, tops and platters.
In addition to covering a specific topic at each meeting, the mentor team will be available to
answer questions or offer advice.
The discussion table will be staffed during the pre-meeting social hour from 5:30 to 6:30 and
during the mid-meeting break. Look for us on the West side of the meeting hall. Please stop by,
say hello and see what we are up to.
-- Submitted by Rod

Top 40 Countdown
The window for donating to our Toys For Tots program is
narrowing since traditionally the club makes the donation
at the time of the Holiday Party. And OK, maybe 40 tops is
more than you feel you have the time and energy for before
Christmas arrives. But please don't forget and neglect us.
Our Top Gun , Sherri Greenleaf, will happily accept
whatever number of tops you come up with by our next
meeting in October. In fact, she undoubtedly would accept
them up right up until we sit down at the Potluck, ....but
why wait? Turn some now while you are thinking about it!
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Parker

Know Your Woods
Myrtle (Umbellularia californica), whose other common

names include Oregon Myrtle, California Bay Laurel and
Pepperwood, is found in coastal regions of southwest Oregon
and central California. It grows 50-80 ft tall with a 2-3 ft trunk
diameter.
Heartwood color can be variable, from light orangish brown to
gray or olive, sometimes with darker streaks present. Pale
sapwood is usually well defined. Figured grain patterns (curly,
mottled, burl) are not uncommon. Grain can be straight,
irregular, or wavy. It has a fine uniform texture with low natural
luster.
Myrtle has poor insect resistance and heart rot is common.
Myrtle turns, glues, and finishes well. Tearout can occur on
figured pieces but generally fairly easy to work with. It has a
tendency to burn during drilling and routing. It has a strong
spicy odor when being worked.
The wood itself has poor strength values for its weight, and is
typically used for more aesthetic purposes, rather than in
applications where strength is important.
(Information from www.wood-database.com)
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Turning on the Web* ...
Contributed by Rick Anderson

To burn or not to burn…. .the choice is yours, but

one great way to enhance a turned piece is
through Pyrography aka Burning. Burning can take
many forms from patterns or simple brands to
complicated, elaborate designs and pictorials.
We are fortunate to have an NWW member,
Molly Winton , who is widely recognized for her
“branding” talents. Molly has demonstrated for
our club numerous times. You can see examples of her work on her website:
http://www.turningmaven.com/ Molly has produced a DVD about her techniques, Art of the
Brand, which presents everything from making your own brands and handles to techniques. The
DVD is available from our club library and also available for purchase direct from Molly.
You can watch Molly demonstrating her branding on YouTube:
A short video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v= NMIMc4hJm4I
A full length club demo: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v= I-CLD_Bc8xE
A master of elaborate pyrography is Cynthia Carden Gibson. Cynthia is not a woodturner, but
rather collaborates with many well known woodturners and wood sculptors to produce her art
which combines both burning and coloring. You will find many intriguing examples on her
website: https://www.cynthiagibsonpyrography.com/
Cynthia became well known for her burning talents with collaboration pieces created with her
ex-husband Michael: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v= 3RtahVmsp5g Another brief video
shows her more recent work creating “The Amazing Doll”:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v= GjOH0-LHHys

Another style of burning is to create pieces with a “basket weave” pattern. The earliest known
turner developing this technique was Lincoln Seitzman. Following Seitzman, the late David
Nittman devoted most of his turning career to furthering this technique:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v= Sj-D_onrYlo
https://www.pinterest.com/oceanlive0060/david-nittmann/

One of the current masters of the basket weave technique who continues to advance the
technique is Harvey Meyer: http://collectorsofwoodart.org/artist/portfolio/217

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v= 5A4UI_7OYDo

There are many other examples of pyrography on YouTube. Enter “Woodturning Pyrography”.
*The internet contains a wealth of information of value to woodturners. Some is direct “how to”
articles and videos ...other resources provide inspiration and techniques which can be applied to our
craft. But remember, the internet is unedited, so beware of poor and unsafe techniques.
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Festival of Trees
After last year's hiatus, the Festival of Trees is back in full
swing. All funds raised from the event (organizers are
aiming for $10,000 plus) will go toward supporting the
Bellingham Senior Activity Center.
As in the past, all events will take place at the Leopold,
located at 1224 Cornwall Ave in downtown Bellingham.
Nov. 29th - Decorator's Day 1 pm - 8 pm
Nov. 30th - Tour of Trees (free public walk-through
event) 11 0am - 7 pm
Dec. 1 st - Dinner and tree auction
Our club has some ornaments left over from previous
years, but we will need over 100 ornaments, particularly
those that are lightweight and medium sized (under about
3 inches). Please help us out -- if each of us turned even a
single ornament we would have more than enough to
decorate our tree.

Sawdust Saturdays
Sawdust Saturdays have been designed by club volunteers
to help new turners develop skills and be introduced to
different opportunities in wood turning. Classes are held at
Gerrit Van Ness' studio shop in Bayview. We begin the
class about 9 am and wrap up about 3 pm. Our club has
equipment (midi-lathes and basic turning tools) available for
eight participants.
The last session (Sept 29th) was on lidded boxes. The next session is:

October 27: Christmas Ornaments

With our club participating in a Christmas Tree decorating fund raising event, this Sawdust
Saturday session will explore two or more turned Christmas Ornaments. More details at the
next regular meeting.
When: October 27th, 9 am to 3pm
Where: Gerrit’s shop
12505 Parkside Lane, Mt Vernon (Near Bayview State Park)

Cost: $10
Maximum number of Students: 8.
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Club Contacts
Northwest Washington Woodturners
P.O. Box 31
Mt. Vernon, WA 98373

President

Tom Thornton
President@nwwwt.org

Vice President

Norman Lanford
VicePresident@nwwwt.org

Secretary

Gary Moore
Secretary@nwwwt.org

Treasurer

Jeff Phillips
Treasurer@nwwwt.org

Members at Large

Phil Kezele
pkezele@wavecable.com

Membership Chairperson

425-501-2481

Michael McCunn
Membership@nwwwt.org

Assisted by:

512-751-1272

Angela Hills
angelahills@hotmail.com
George Way
georgerway@gmail.com

Mentoring Chairperson

360-240-8962

Rod Parker

rodney.parker@cox.net

Events Chairperson

206-372-5123

Dennis Shinn (Acting)

woodturner@anatechsys.com

James Plessner
jmplessner@hotmail.com

360-840-5680

Programs Chairperson
Les Books
l.books09@gmail.com

Website Chairperson

Jesse Charette
jesse.charette@gmail.com

360-293-7305

480-338-3395

360-854-9909

Sawdust Saturday Chairperson

Ron Means
360-222-3092
ron.means@rocketmail.com
480-338-3395

208-651-3122

Education Outreach Chairperson

360-671-7141

Rod Parker
rodney.parker@cox.net

360-941-4408

Ron Means
ron.means@rocketmail.com

Library Chairperson
Ron Wehde

ron.wehde@gmail.com

Gallery Photographer
Ron Radliff
usaf.463@live.com

360-293-5067

Newsletter Editor

Ray Shields
rayshields@msn.com

360-920-1485
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360-222-3092

425-745-9851

360-707-1319

360-671-3072

Classified Ads
This space is set aside for contributors and for members to advertise free of charge to sell or purchase tools, wood,
etc. Please submit your ad to the Newsletter Editor by the last Thursday of the month or submit it to him at the
meeting for inclusion in the next month's newsletter.

Have some hand-me-down tools
you would like to donate?
Contact our Store Manager, Richard
Mabie (Richard@mabiemail.com), or
bring the tools to a Thurs. regular
meeting. Thank you!!!

to our Club members
(and tax free, too!)
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Ads (Cont'd)

Please note
note that
that Craft
Craft Supplies
Supplies provides
provides our
our club
club with
with
Please
several hundred
hundred dollars
dollars inin Gift
Gift Certificates
Certificates each
each year.
year.
several

1401 E St
Bellingham, WA 98225
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