Northwest Washington Woodturners

A Local Chapter of the American Association of Woodturners

Monthly Newsletter for October 2018

About NWW...

President's Letter

The Club meets every 3rd Thursday of the
month. There is no meeting in Dec. Time:
6:30pm No host dinner beginning at 5:30pm.

Greetings Fellow Woodturners,
I trust everyone is well and
adjusting to the seasonal
changes. Also time changes
(remember to set your clocks
back an hour this Saturday
Tom Thornton
night/Sunday morning).
I don’t know about you, but I can’t wait for 4:20
PM sunsets and 45-degree high temps with rain
for days on end (says he, with tongue planted
firmly in cheek). Actually, foul weather can be a
blessing because it reduces distractions that
keep me out of my shop!

We meet at Hillcrest Park Lodge in Mt.
Vernon, WA. Exit I-5 at Kincaid St (Exit 226).
Turn east up Kincaid to S. 13th St, turn right
(south). Hillcrest Park is approx. 6 blocks
south on 13th St. The Lodge is located in the
NW corner of the parking lot, beyond the
tennis courts.
Meetings are open to anyone interested in
woodturning. All skill levels from beginners
to advanced turners are welcome.

Speaking of shop time, I want to touch on the
issue of safety, particularly lung protection. I
will focus on dust control and collection, but
there are many other toxic substances that can
affect our respiratory systems. As many of you
know, our own Molly Winton can personally
attest to some of those.
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Let me first provide a little background on my
misadventures with sawdust. Shortly after I set
up shop a few years ago, I purchased a middleof-the-road dust collector. As tools were added
my small shop was becoming less functional, so
something had to go. As you have probably
guessed it was the dust collector. It was one the
dumbest moves I’ve ever made.
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I figured that personal protection from dust
masks and a powered respirator would suffice.
That would have been the case if they actually
had been worn! I used the typical excuses (“It’s
only a small sanding job” or “My glasses will
get fogged up”, or ”This wood has never
bothered me”). Coupled with dust covering
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President's Letter (Cont'd)
every square inch of the shop my practices were far from healthy.
A wakeup call came recently. I would start coughing and/or sneezing by simply sweeping the
floor or brushing off the workbench or table saw. Around the same time I heard a seasoned
woodworker in a YouTube video mention that dust allergies could develop from prolonged
exposure. The message was loud and clear: it was time to change some bad habits. I did, and I
am now in the market for a dust collector and quality powered respirator. I want to encourage
all of you to please consider your individual situations and act accordingly.
I recently received the following from AAW President Phil McDonald: “All individuals with
AAW memberships that are current as of December 31, 2018, will be eligible for the annual
drawing of a Powermatic 3520C lathe. That winner will also have the honor of naming a
chapter to receive either a JET 1642 or five JET mini-lathes. The drawing will be held during the
first week of January 2019.”
If you are an AAW member this is another great reason to join. General membership is only
$60.00 annually; online is $50.00. Please check out the association benefits at
https://www.woodturner.org/page/MemberBenefits.
As you know, the November meeting is our annual year-end celebration, which includes lots of
good food, social activities, and many great prizes to be won in the bucket raffle. We will also
conduct a little business (we’ll make it as brief as possible), part of which includes officer and
board member elections. Putting our leaders in place for next year is very important for our
club’s structure and operation.
The nominees for 2019 are: Norman Lanford (President); Rod Parker (Vice-President); Phil
Kezele (Treasurer); Gary Moore (Secretary); and Jeffrey Moore, David Pettinski , Rick Terney,
and Giovanni Monteferrante (Members-at-Large). I thank each one of you for your willingness
to serve.
Speaking of elections, there is another one happening next Tuesday, November 6. Please
exercise your constitutional right and vote.
I hope to see you on November 15th.
Tom

Top Off the Season
Just a quick and gentle reminder that last call for spin tops for
our "Tops for Tots" program will be at the Holiday Party on
November 15 . Even if you only got a chance to turn one or
two, bring them to the party -- the children who receive them
will be most grateful.
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October Program Recap
We were fortunate to have Stephen Hatcher as a return
presenter on October 18th. His talent as an artist has been
apparent since he was a young child. A long-time resident of
the Pacific Northwest, Stephen has been turning since 1998.
He currently resides outside Olympia with his wife, 2 dogs, 1
cat and chickens. He continues to teach classes at Arrowmont
School of the Arts and has provided demonstrations as far
away as Beijing, China.

Stephen Hatcher

The title Stephen had given to his evening presentation was,
"How Did You Do That?" It provided, in a slideshow format,
the "secrets" of several pieces he has done that on first glance
might defy a ready explanation of how they were turned. The
pieces included an open half-moon form, a vessel-within-avessel and a teapot.

Stephen has created a number of
open (and closed) half-moon forms.
He showed how he initially turns a
bowl-like form and creates a "ledge"
on the outside convex surface near
the edge of the bowl. He then saws
the bowl in half and uses the ledge
for clamps when gluing the two
halves together. He uses white PVA
glue for the glue up because it dries
clear and leaves little evidence of the
glue line. For adding feet and other
wooden parts, he generally uses West
System's G-Flex Epoxy because it
remains flexible and handles wood
motion well even amongst different
wood species. It also cleans off of
wood surfaces surprisingly well by simply buffing with a blue paper towel. G-Flex comes in two
viscosities: standard and "Repair" G-Flex, which is thicker and stays in place better for certain
applications.

Examples of closed
(mid-page) and open
(lower right) halfmoon forms. Inset
shows turned "ledge"
to aid in glue up after
piece is cut in half.
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Stephen Hatcher (Cont'd)
Another set of works that frequently amazes people
are Stephen's sculpural vessel-in-vessel pieces. The
outer vessel is turned, hollowed, and then carefully
cut, yielding cut out sections that replicate its basic
contours. An inner vessel is turned and shaped so
that, with some tilting, it just fits within the outer
vessel and threads into place on top.
Not infrequently, such
pieces are imbued with
Chinese influences
related to conflict and
harmony. In his work,
Stephen commonly uses
TransTint dyes (more
colorfast than aniline
dyes), and will use
dilute wax-free shellac
(up to 9 parts denatured
alcohol to 1 part
shellac) to assure a more
uniform absorption of
the dye.

This piece, titled "Sanctuary", is fiddleback maple, bloodwood and blackwood
with inlaid mineral crystals. Finished with powdered mica, dye and lacquer.

Stephen has made quite a few teapots, and stepped us through the process of how he turns and
then carves them from a single block of wood, typically not much larger than about 4" by 4" by
6". Holes for the spout and handle are drilled first, before any turning. Carving around the spout
and handle is facilitated by a series of tiny drilled reference holes. Feet are added later, most often
by holding the teapot against a disk sander to create 4 flat spots on which blocks of contrasting
wood can be glued. Stephen shapes the feet largely with different shaped sanders on the drill
press.
One of the many tips Stephen mentioned during his talk was how to get the teapot lids to stay on
in the correct orientation. He uses tiny rare-earth magnets (roughly 1/8" in diameter x 1/16" thick)
in both the body of the teapot and the lid. He positions them so that the front of the lid has a
magnet of opposite polarity to the back of the lid, and thus the lid will be repelled by the magnets
if it is placed on the teapot incorrectly.
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Stephen Hatcher (Cont'd)
Beginning on the day after his evening presentation, Stephen put on a resin-and-mineral class for
a dozen participants. Each participant spent two days working on their own four pieces, made
from wood that was generously pre-cut and donated by Rick Erb (who was himself one of the
participants).
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Stephen Hatcher (Cont'd)
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Upcoming Programs
November 15 - Our annual Holiday Potluck Party is coming

to Hillcrest Lodge, beginning at 5:30 pm. Spouses and
s'poses are most welcome. Your mission, should you choose
to accept it, is to bring an appetizer, salad, side dish or
dessert. Also, optionally, bring along a dinner beverage of
your choice (high octane or otherwise). Following the
election of officers and any other club business, the
traditional (infamous?) Bucket Raffle, known for its varied
and eclectic treasures, will commence drawing tickets as
dessert is finishing. We hope to see you there!

December - No regular meeting this month.

Enjoy the
holidays with your family and friends, then join us again
next year!

Coming Up in 2019...

January 17 - Our guest demonstrator will be Terry Gerros,

an accomplished turner who, among other things, has
served as the Chairman of the Oregon Woodturning
Symposium. His presentation will be about adding a twist
(often referred to as a spiral) to spindle work. He will explain
the relevant language (single twists, double twists, cable
twists, bines, etc) and will show his method for marking out
and then cutting the twist, using hand and power tools.
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Festival of Trees
As mentioned again during the October meeting, the
Festival of Trees is back in full swing. The Bellingham
Senior Activities Center is sponsoring the event and the
funds raised benefit the various programs they offer (which
includes, amongst a great many other activities, a wood
carving group that meets there every Thursday morning).
All of the tree related events will take place at The
Leopold , located at 1224 Cornwall Ave in downtown
Bellingham.

Nov. 29th - Decorator's Day, Thurs 1 pm - 8 pm
Nov. 30th - Tour of Trees (free public walk-through
Dec.

event), Fri 11 am - 7 pm and
Sat 10am - 12 pm
1 st - Dinner and tree auction

NWW will be given a tree to decorate. Our club has some
ornaments left over from previous years, but we will need
over 100 ornaments, particularly those that are lightweight.

We hope you will be able to help us out by turning one or more ornaments. You are a creative
bunch so feel free to indulge your imagination. And even if you aren't feeling particularly
creative, there is an abundance of plans out there for turned ornaments (see "Turning on the
Web" in this issue for some on-line sources).
The last time we get together as a group before the Festival of Trees will be the Holiday Party on
Thursday, November 15 . Please bring your ornaments to the party (there will be a collection
area). Thank you in advance for your generous and talented contribution to this worthy cause.
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Turning on the Web* ...
Contributed by Rick Anderson
The holiday season is fast approaching……
it's time to turn ornaments for gifts and for
our Festival of Trees project. Ornament ideas
were featured last year so no need to repeat
those. Take a look at the October 2017
NWW newsletter to refresh those ideas.
This year we feature an AAW publication…
66 pages of turned ornament projects. All are
from past issues of the AAW Journal American Woodturner and feature many well known
turners and some less known. There are lots of great ideas and detailed instructions. Some are
quite simple and others more complex. Give some a try. Add some of your own ideas and
create some ornaments unique to you. Bring some to show at our holiday party. Donate some
to our Festival of Trees project. Most of all, have fun!

https://c.ymcdn.com/sites/www.woodturner.org/resource/resmgr/Journal2Books/TurningHolid
ayOrnamentsBook2.pdf
*The internet contains a wealth of information of value to woodturners. Some is direct “how to”
articles and videos ...other resources provide inspiration and techniques which can be applied to our
craft. But remember, the internet is unedited, so beware of poor and unsafe techniques.

Sawdust Saturdays
No further Sawdust Saturdays are scheduled in 2018.
They will resume again next year. We want to offer
classes that address the needs and desires of our
members. If you have a particular class you would
like to see offered, please let any board member
know of it. These skill development classes are open
to all members. For our more experienced turners, if
you have a specific skill that you would be willing to
share with up to a maximum of eight participants,
please let us know that, too. We will be working on
the 2019 schedule in January.

9

Know Your Woods
Osage Orange (Maclura pomifera), sometimes called

Horse Apple, Hedge Apple or Bois d'arc, is native to
south-central U.S. It grows 50-60 ft tall with a 1-2 ft trunk
diameter.
Heartwood is golden to bright yellow, which ages to a
darker medium brown with time due to exposure to UV
light. Grain is straight with a fine-to-medium texture. High
natural luster.
Osage Orange is extremely durable and is considered to
be one of the most decay resistant woods in North
America.
Working Osage Orange can be difficult due to its hardness
and density, though it is reported to have little dulling
effect on cutting edges. It turns well and stains, glues and
finishes well.
Common uses include fence posts, archery bows, musical
instruments, turnings and other small specialty wood
items.
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Club Contacts
Northwest Washington Woodturners
P.O. Box 31
Mt. Vernon, WA 98373

President

Tom Thornton
President@nwwwt.org

Vice President

Norman Lanford
VicePresident@nwwwt.org

Secretary

Gary Moore
Secretary@nwwwt.org

Treasurer

Jeff Phillips
Treasurer@nwwwt.org

Members at Large

Phil Kezele
pkezele@wavecable.com

Membership Chairperson

425-501-2481

Michael McCunn
Membership@nwwwt.org

Assisted by:

512-751-1272

Angela Hills
angelahills@hotmail.com
George Way
georgerway@gmail.com

Mentoring Chairperson

360-240-8962

Rod Parker

rodney.parker@cox.net

Events Chairperson

206-372-5123

Dennis Shinn (Acting)

woodturner@anatechsys.com

James Plessner
jmplessner@hotmail.com

360-840-5680

Programs Chairperson
Les Books
l.books09@gmail.com

Website Chairperson

Jesse Charette
jesse.charette@gmail.com

360-293-7305

480-338-3395

360-854-9909

Sawdust Saturday Chairperson

Ron Means
360-222-3092
ron.means@rocketmail.com
480-338-3395

208-651-3122

Education Outreach Chairperson

360-671-7141

Rod Parker
rodney.parker@cox.net

360-941-4408

Ron Means
ron.means@rocketmail.com

Library Chairperson
Ron Wehde

ron.wehde@gmail.com

Gallery Photographer
Ron Radliff
usaf.463@live.com

360-293-5067

Newsletter Editor

Ray Shields
rayshields@msn.com

360-920-1485
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360-222-3092

425-745-9851

360-707-1319

360-671-3072

Classified Ads
This space is set aside for contributors and for members to advertise free of charge to sell or purchase tools, wood,
etc. Please submit your ad to the Newsletter Editor by the last Thursday of the month or submit it to him at the
meeting for inclusion in the next month's newsletter.

Have some hand-me-down tools
you would like to donate?
Contact our Store Manager, Richard
Mabie (Richard@mabiemail.com), or
bring the tools to a Thurs. regular
meeting. Thank you!!!

to our Club members
(and tax free, too!)
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Ads (Cont'd)

LARGE Vintage Lathe For Sale

•
•
•
•
•
•

Cordsman & Egan brand, built in Ohio 1884-1886
New 2 HP 220V Single Phase Motor; V-Belt Drive
Variable Speed
Wooden ways (10+ ft) - easily shortened if desired
20 inch inboard, 72 inch outboard turning capacity
5 Tool rests, 4 faceplates included

All castings are in good condition; bearings are snug. It is
ready to turn! Being sold now only because purchased an
even larger lathe.
If interested, contact

Rob Visser
360-305-1233

$1,300 OBO

Lathe is currently in
Bellingham.
Please call or text for
best time to view.

Rob with columns he
turned with this lathe.
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Ads (Cont'd)

Please note that Craft Supplies provides our club with
several hundred dollars in Gift Certificates each year.

1401 E St
Bellingham, WA 98225
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Ads (Cont'd)

Outtakes
Brad Burdick: NWW's very own Spiderman!
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