Northwest Washington Woodturners

A Local Chapter of the American Association of Woodturners

Monthly Newsletter for September, 2019

About NWW...

President's Letter

The Club meets every 3rd Thursday of the
month. There is no meeting in Dec. Time:
6:30pm No host dinner beginning at 5:30pm.

Fellow Woodturners,
I first wish to thank our Vice
President, Rod Parker, for
conducting the September
meeting in my absence. I
hated to miss our meeting,
Norman Lanford
but I know both the meeting
and demonstration were outstanding. Thanks to
everyone who made it a success.

We meet at Hillcrest Park Lodge in Mt.
Vernon, WA. Exit I-5 at Kincaid St (Exit 226).
Turn east up Kincaid to S. 13th St, turn right
(south). Hillcrest Park is approx. 6 blocks
south on 13th St. The Lodge is located in the
NW corner of the parking lot, beyond the
tennis courts.

This month’s meeting will be on October 17th.
Setup will begin about 5:00 p.m. with the do-ityourself meal at 5:30. The mentors will have
their table set up to discuss turning issues with
members before the meeting. The meeting itself
will feature a number of club lathes, each
manned by a club member who will be
demonstrating different aspects of turning.
Members will be encouraged to move about the
various demonstrations and interact with the
demonstrators. This format was done last year
and was well received. It will be an opportunity
to learn a new skill, technique, or two. See you
all there.

Meetings are open to anyone interested in
woodturning. All skill levels from beginners
to advanced turners are welcome.
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Second, we need someone to mind the store
during the meetings. This will require taking
payments and giving the proceeds to the
treasurer at the end of the meeting. Volunteers
will not have to make purchases for the store or
store anything between meetings; those matters
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President's Letter (Cont'd)
are already covered. Just mind the store during the meeting.
Third, someone to help sell the tickets for the tool raffle and wood raffle. Again, it will be to
mind the table, sell the tickets, and deliver the money to the treasurer at the end of the meeting.
I will circulate rosters at the meeting for those wishing to volunteer for one of these tasks.
Please consider volunteering to help the club. I will also include a cookie roster for the new
year.
We will also be looking for volunteers to help with our annual holiday meal meeting on
November 21st, a week before Thanksgiving. Check with Melanie Mankamyer, or Rick
Anderson.
The club librarian, after an extensive inventory, has determined that there are a fair number of
books and videos that were checked out (some, years ago) and not returned to the library. If you
have one of the club’s assets that needs to be checked back in, please bring it to the meeting.
Our holiday party is also the traditional time to elect new officers and directors. We have
several openings such as directors at large, and Secretary of the Board of Directors. If you are
interested see one of the current officers or directors at the meeting.
This weekend I received a message from the Vancouver, Canada club that in the coming
months they will have the following guest turners: Cynthia Gibson, Kai Munzer, Dale Larson,
John Jordan, and Trent Bosch. Check them out at http://www.gvwg.ca.
Since I always end my greetings with “turn safely”, I want to take a moment to share something
I encountered on the internet this week. I found a YouTube video about turning an exotic vase,
so I decided to watch. The presenter started by saying that he had not done anything on the
lathe that he was about to use. It was an old lathe that he had fallen into. He chucked up the
piece and started to try to hollow out the end, when it flew off the chuck. He commented that
he knew the lathe had a large number of nuts and bolts but he didn’t think he had to tighten
those that held the headstock in place. He apparently then did that off camera, and when he
returned to the video, the piece had a noticeable wobble in the chuck. The video star then said
that he noticed that the chuck jaws had numbers on them and the jaws maybe should have
been placed on the corresponding numbered positions on the chuck. When he then grabbed
an inappropriate tool while wearing a wrist watch and no face shield, I turned him off before he
broke his own face. I’ll look elsewhere for ideas on exotics. This story reminds us to always be
alert to what we are watching and not lose sight of common sense.
This story also reminded me of a recent class that used the club lathes. Because of the type of
class, we had to change the size of the jaws on the chucks. As I started to change jaws on the
one I had, I noticed that they had been installed on the wrong numbered positions. The
numbers are on both the chuck and jaws, so the jaws can be installed to align as closely as
possible to the circle from which they were cut. Otherwise they might not align properly,
seriously raising the probability of failure of the type on the video. We need to always be aware
of safety and maintenance in our own shops. There is no fun in pain and injury.
As always, turn safely and have fun. See you on the 17th.

Norman
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September Program Recap
Jack Wayne, long time member and Past President of the
Seattle Woodturners Club, returned this month to regale
us with his banter & techniques for creating A Bowl in a
Board . Jack did the same demo for us several years ago
but with many newer members and the rest of us who
are memory impaired, his return was welcomed. At the
end of this article is a link to Jack's handout which
further details the exact process.

First, Jack showed his well used disc which supports the
bowl blank (board) while cutting the rings. This board is
simply a piece of 3/4” plywood with a faceplate
mounted to it and can be used multiple times for cutting
rings for bowls. The bowl blank (board) is held against
the disc with pressure from the tailstock live center while
cutting the rings. He suggests this disc should be nearly
as large as the lathe can swing so it can be used for a wide variety of bowl sizes. Prior to
proceeding further, Jack turned a glue block w/ tenon which would later be used to hold the
bowl for turning the inside.
Starting with a piece of Sapele approximately 3/4” thick x 12” x 12”, Jack marked the board with
a series of marks which will be used to align the grain of the rings when glued together (See the
handout for specific detail). The bowl blank (board) was then placed on the lathe against the
disc, secured w/ tailstock/live center and turned round. Next, Jack placed a strip of masking tape
on the tool rest w/ the angle and spacing marked on the tape as a guide (See the handout for
specific detail). Then Jack proceeded to cut a series of rings using a parting tool. The cuts were
at 45 degrees and approximately 1” apart as pre-marked…..thus creating several rings. Jack
recommends a very thin parting tool…...1/16” is best and a fluted one like that offered by Sorby
is even better. The number of rings will vary depending upon the size of blank. While the
previously cut rings will chatter when the lathe is first started, they are securely retained on the
piece because of the bevel.

TIP: Jack also showed us his shop-made parting tool

which was cut from a thin kerf carbide circular saw
blade and will yield several such tools from one
inexpensive blade. Add a shop-built wooden handle
and you have several very inexpensive parting tools.
This could be a great collaborative project amongst
several members!
After the rings are cut they are re-assembled upside
down in reverse order, lining up the alignment marks
for grain orientation. You may choose to not align the
rings for a different grain effect. The glue block is
placed on the bottom ring. Jack glued everything w/
Titebond Trim & Molding glue which he assured us had
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September Program Recap (Cont'd)
a fast tack time. The tailstock of the lathe provided clamping pressure though a bench press
could also be used if available. For those of us in the front row watching semi-liquid glue
peeling off as he turned the bowl, we didn't feel quite as confident in the glue as Jack.
However, he repeatedly assured us that if the bowl came apart it wouldn't hit anyone in the
front row…..it would hit those in the 4th row! We all relaxed……
Once the glue was “dry”, the outside shape was
turned while the bowl remained pressed against the
disc faceplate. This route to a bowl somewhat
dictates that the shape will be quite "V" in shape
and the walls will be relatively thin. Playing with the
ring angles and spacing might allow for creating
other shapes.
Next, the bowl was mounted on a chuck and the
inside turned to shape. The thin wall thickness
became even more apparent with lots of chatter and
sound. Jack suggested using a gloved hand to
provide outside support while turning, but being as
he hadn't brought a glove with him he persevered
until the inside was turned and ready to sand. In the
end, the glue had held and all members went home
unscathed!

A detailed handout of the A Bowl

in a Board process is available at this link:
http://www.opcaaw.com/InfoPages/Bowl%20From%20a%20Board.pdf

President's Challenge
Fall weather is already upon us and winter is not far off. With that
in mind, our Prez will throw open the doors to your endless
creativity in coming up with a freshly minted Christmas tree
ornament. Any wood or woods may be used, of course, and it
doesn't necessarily need to be limited to wood, although it must
be turned, at least in part. As with other Challenges, this one
comes replete with rumors of gift certificates being given out, so
don't miss out! Sure, Halloween hasn't even come and gone yet,
but put on some Jingle Bells , break out the hot chocolate, and
(ahem!) give it a whirl....
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Upcoming Programs

October 1 7 - In keeping with a tradition that goes back well

over a decade, we are delighted to once again have some of
our members show the level of in-house talent by putting
on a Play Day, or round-robin of topics/projects that will
enrich, enlighten and entertain you. The number of
stations will be approximately five; subject matter of the
demos is TBD, but suffice it to say there will be something
for everyone during the evening.

November 21

- Our Holiday Potluck Party will close out
NWW's activities for 2019. Come help us celebrate another
pleasant and successful woodturning year. The party will
get underway at 5 pm. Bring along an appetizer, salad, side
dish or dessert. The club will be cooking up ham and
turkey for your gustatory delight. You are welcome to bring
an adult beverage of your choice, especially if you bring
enough to share with the friend sitting next to you!

December, 2019 - We do not hold a regular meeting in

December so that you can spend more time over the
holidays with your family and fiends. See you in January!
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Sawdust Saturday
Sawdust Saturdays have been designed by club volunteers to help new turners develop skills
and be introduced to different opportunities in wood turning. Classes are held at Gerrit Van
Ness' studio shop in Bayview. We begin the class at 9 am and wrap up about 3 pm. Our club
has eight midi-lathes available to learn on as well as a basic set of turning tools for each
lathe.
Next session will be: Intro

to Platters

Sat., Oct 26

Check the monthly newsletter for regular updates. The cost for
each session is $10 unless otherwise specified. Sign-up sheets
will be available during our regular meetings. For any questions
or further info, contact Rod Parker at rodney.parker@cox.net.

Membership Fees
The NWW Board, at their last meeting, has proposed changing membership dues as follows:
• Annual dues will be $40 per year ($20 for new members joining after June 30).
• Members who renew prior to the end of the February meeting will be given a $5
discount on their membership fee (i.e., fee reduced to $35 per year).
The increase in dues will help offset the cost of membership tags for new members, but more
importantly, the new fee structure will encourage more timely membership renewals.
As required by our by-laws, a vote on the proposed change will be held at the next regular
meeting.

Cookie Roster
Our cookie volunteers bring 2-3 dozen cookies each to our regular meetings. Home-made or
store-bought, either way works -- they all seem to disappear before the end of the meeting. Our
thanks to those who have already brought cookies this year.

Cookie Volunteers for October:
Richard Mabie
Gary Moore
Dennis Shinn
Ken Tankerus
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Know Your Woods
Bloodwood (Brosimum rubescens), from tropical South

America, is a large evergreen trees that grows 80-150 ft tall
with a trunk diameter in the 4-7 ft range.
Heartwood is a bright, vivid red. Color can darken to a
darker brownish red over time with exposure to light. Well
defined sapwood is a pale yellowish color, though given the
typically large trunk diameters, it is seldom seen or included
in imported lumber.
Grain is usually straight or slightly interlocked. Has a fine
texture with good natural luster, and is also somewhat
chatoyant. It is insect resistant and very durable. It is
extremely dense, and has a pronounced blunting effect on
cutters. The wood tends to be brittle and can splinter easily
while being worked. Those persistent enough to bear with the
difficulties of working with Bloodwood to the finishing stage
are rewarded with an exceptional and lustrous red surface.
Widely available in wide boards, as well as smaller turning
squares and blanks. Many boards exhibit only a dull reddish
brown coloration; truly blood-red pieces are the ideal.
Traditionally known by the name Satine, it’s no wonder that
the wood (now more commonly called Bloodwood) has
grown so popular as an imported wood species. Though it
poses some challenges in working characteristics, its
hardness, strength, and coloration make this a crimson
favorite.
_____________________
From THE WOOD DATABASE
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Turning on the Web* ...
Contributed by Rick Anderson
At our September meeting, Jack Wayne showed
us the basics of Turning a Bowl from a Board
which is detailed elsewhere in this newsletter.
That technique is a very basic form of
Segmented Turning. At the other end of the
segmented spectrum are the exquisite multi
pieced creations of well known turners such as
Curt Theobold (http://www.curttheobald.com/),
Malcom Tibbets (https://tahoeturner.com/), Jerry Bennett
(http://jerrybennettart.com/products.htm ) as well as some of our own members including the
late Ben Gage, the late Cotty Howe and Charlie Jurges. You can see examples of their work in
one of our past newsletters. (http://www.nwwwt.org/docs/newsletter/2015-10-Newsletter.pdf)
In between Jack's simple bowl and the above full blown segmented turners there is another
technique known as layering. Dale Nish described the technique in his classic book Creative
Woodturning. Other woodturners have further developed the technique. One of them is Jim
McPhail, an AAW member in North Carolina. Jim creates wonderful tiny turnings from a large
variety of woods both domestic and exotic. His website www.jimmcphail.com tells his story
very well. On Jim's website there is a link (www.youtube.com/watch?v= f6Ly6pUQdAE ) to a
fascinating video of Jim showing his entire process and telling his story. It's well worth the 8
minutes to watch.
There is also an excellent write up of a demo that Jim McPhail gave to the Carolina Mountain
Woodturners. Jim's techniques can easily be applied to larger pieces too. I would suggest using
Titebond or similar glue on larger pieces rather than CA glue like Jim uses. Here is the link:

http://s3.amazonaws.com/cmwt.production/paperclip/files/335/Jim_McPhail.pdf?1329422148
Before you throw out those remnants of wood that have been lying in the corners of your shop,
glue them up and try something new!

*The internet contains a wealth of information of value to woodturners. Some is direct “how to”
articles and videos ...other resources provide inspiration and techniques which can be applied to our
craft. But remember, the internet is unedited, so beware of poor and unsafe techniques.

A bartender walks into a church, a temple and a mosque. He has no idea
how jokes work.
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Club Contacts
Northwest Washington Woodturners
P.O. Box 31
Mt. Vernon, WA 98373

President

Norman Lanford
President@nwwwt.org

Vice President

Rod Parker
VicePresident@nwwwt.org

Secretary

Gary Moore
Secretary@nwwwt.org

Treasurer

Phil Kezele
Treasurer@nwwwt.org

Members at Large

Giovanni Monteferrante

gmonteferrante@gmail.com
Jeffrey Moore

jpmjpm33@hotmail.com

Website Chairperson
Ray Shields
rayshields@msn.com

208-651-3122

360-941-4408

Education Outreach Chairperson
George Way
georgerway@gmail.com

Mentoring Chairperson
Rod Parker

rodney.parker@cox.net

360-293-7305

480-338-3395

Sawdust Saturday Chairperson

407-342-2787

Rod Parker

rodney.parker@cox.net

480-338-3395

Library Chairperson

425-686-8430

Tom Thornton

425-213-4353

Les Books
l.books09@gmail.com

Michael McCunn
Membership@nwwwt.org

206-372-5123

Rick Terney

Programs Chairperson

Assisted by:

360-671-7141

360-341-3731

rick.terney@gmail.com

Angela Hills
angelahills@hotmail.com

480-338-3395

David Pettenski

dpettenski@msn.com

Membership Chairperson

512-751-1272

theoldchipmaker@comcast.net

Gallery Photographer
Ron Radliff
usaf.ret@outlook.com

Newsletter Editor

Ray Shields
rayshields@msn.com

360-293-5067

360-671-3072
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425-948-6717

360-707-1319

360-671-3072

Classified Ads
This space is set aside for contributors and for members to advertise free of charge to sell or purchase tools, wood,
etc. Please submit your ad to the Newsletter Editor by the last Thursday of the month or submit it to him at the
meeting for inclusion in the next month's newsletter.

Have some hand-me-down tools
you would like to donate?
Contact our Store Manager, Rich
Turpin (kydso2@hotmail.com), or
bring the tools to a Thurs. regular
meeting. Thank you!!!

to our Club members
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1401 E St
Bellingham, WA 98225

Please note that Craft Supplies provides our club with
several hundred dollars in Gift Certificates each year.
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RESPIRATOR FOR SALE
Nearly new 3M Full
vapor protection.
•
•
•
•

Face Respirator · designed for staining/painting, sanding,

Reuseable, lightweight, with easy to adjust head straps.
Cool flow exhalation valve is designed to make breathing easier.
Center adapter directs exhaled breath and moisture downward.
Large lens is coated for scratch resistance.

For your purchase price you get not only the full face respirator mask, but an
additional 24 new lens replacement covers for a valued added cost of $25 and
4 new filters valued at $30.
Size small mask is in excellent condition and fits me at 5’1” and my slender son-inlaw at 5’8”. This is a great deal at only $99.
Contact Marie Bishop at 360-739-4579 (Bellingham)
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Outtakes
When it first became apparent that Stuart was a little batty....
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