Northwest Washington Woodturners

A Local Chapter of the American Association of Woodturners

Monthly Newsletter for March, 2020

About NWW...

President's Letter

The Club meets every 3rd Thursday of the
month. There is no meeting in Dec. Time:
6:30pm No host dinner beginning at 5:30pm.

NWW Club Members,

We meet at Hillcrest Park Lodge in Mt.
Vernon, WA. Exit I-5 at Kincaid St (Exit 226).
Turn east up Kincaid to S. 13th St, turn right
(south). Hillcrest Park is approx. 6 blocks
south on 13th St. The Lodge is located in the
NW corner of the parking lot, beyond the
tennis courts.

Rod Parker

The Board of Directors and all of the club
members are very disappointed that we had to
cancel this month’s club meeting, as well as our
annual all-day seminar and classes with Nick
Agar. I spoke with Nick personally and he too
was very disappointed with the situation which
necessitated canceling the event. I want to
extend my thanks to all of those who gave of
their time and energy to plan and organize the
events. Also, a special thanks to Tom Thornton
who sourced and prepared all the wood for the
classes and the demonstration; and to our
Treasurer, Phil Kezele, who worked diligently
for several days to unwind all of the event
registrations and issue refunds.

Meetings are open to anyone interested in
woodturning. All skill levels from beginners
to advanced turners are welcome.
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Last evening the Board met to discuss our plans
for the April Meeting, Woodfest and the Top
Turning event planned for the Children’s
Museum in Everett. It is the feeling of the Board
that it is best to cancel the April meeting which
was to be our Meet the Mentors session and
Tool Swap. Woodfest and the Top Turning event
have been canceled by their organizers.
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I hope you are all staying
healthy and doing well
despite the ongoing trials
of the current coronavirus
pandemic.

A number of the Board Members expressed
concern about feeling a loss of community
within the club due to the forced cancellation of
meetings and events. These concerns were
echoed by all of the Board Members.
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President's Letter (Cont'd)
In an attempt to provide a continuing woodturning experience while we are all self-quarantined
in our shops, the club has decided to sponsor an Interactive Remote Demonstration/Meeting in
lieu of our normal April get together.
The Newsletter will contain information on how to access the meeting, set yourself up for the
meeting and how to ask questions, etc. If you have any questions, please feel free to reach out
to me or any of the Board Members, since we have all had recent experience with Zoom Video
Meetings. While we don’t expect this initial attempt to go flawlessly (remember when you
turned your first bowl?) we think this is a good way to get together during these difficult times.

Rod

President's Creative Challenge
If you haven't yet had the chance to meet last month's "Spheroid"
challenge, it is not too late! While some of you have already
prepared fine entries, like Rick Terney (that is his maple ball on
the right), this is a great opportunity for the procrastinators among
us. Socially distance yourself out in your shop and create any sort
of ball- like object. Hopefully, we will be able to view the entries
at a forthcoming meeting in the not-too-distant future.

Tool Raffle
The Sorby Texturing and Spiraling System from our
canceled March meeting remains available for the
next in-person Tool Raffle, whenever that becomes
possible. The tool allows you to make both left and
right handed spirals with ease. It features an
innovative rest with indexed reference positions.
The set contains 2mm, 4mm, and 6mm spiraling
cutters, a texturing cutter, and instructions for use.
Tool Raffle tickets may be purchased during the first
half of an actual, physical meeting. The tickets are
$2 apiece, or 3 for $5. The raffle will take place
immediately following the mid-meeting break.
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March Program Recap
Regrettably our regular March meeting with guest Nick Agar was canceled due to concerns
over potential spread of coronavirus. Even more regrettably, we had to cancel the club's other
planned activities with Nick: the All-Day Demo on Sat., March 21st, and the two classes that
Nick was going to provide on Fri. and Sun.

Thinking ahead, we are in the process of making the necessary arrangements for Nick Agar
to come in 2021 (which he has already penciled in on his busy calendar). Further
information will be forthcoming later in the year.

Club Dues
The present inability to hold a regular physical meeting is wreaking havoc with, among several
other things, the ease with which members are able to renew their membership. This has been
especially vexing now because it was only in the last few months that club members approved
charging an extra $5 (i.e., $40 total) for those who delayed renewal until after the March meeting.
Since we were unable to hold the March meeting, and also will not be able to physically
assemble for an April meeting, the NWW Board has agreed to delay implementation of the $5
late fee until next year (2021). Additionally, in order to make it easier to renew membership in
the current unusual circumstances, the Board also agreed to permit and encourage on-line dues

payment via PayPal.

If you have not yet renewed your membership for 2020
and wish to do this online using PayPal, you can go to
our website's membership page (scroll to bottom of
page):

https://www.nwwwt.org/membership/
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Upcoming Programs
April 16, 2020 - The originally scheduled meeting at the

Burlington Community Center, including the anticipated
tool swap HAS BEEN CANCELED .
However, in lieu of an actual physical meeting, we will
have our first-ever interactive video demonstration . Very
cool! Our guest demonstrator will be Cindy Drozda.
Please see page 6 of this issue to learn how this works
(it's pretty easy). Plan to join us for this totally germ-free
online experience!

May 21, 2020 - At this point, it is unclear whether the

evolving COVID-19 situation will permit a physical meeting
back at Hillcrest Lodge or not. It is entirely possible that
restrictions on large gatherings will still be in place.
However, if we CAN meet, our guest demonstrator will be
artist and instructor Jay Shepard . Jay creatively blends his
wood turning, woodworking and painting skills to produce
unique lathe turned and sculpted artwork. You can see
some of his work here: www.jayshepardstudios.com .
He will present a program on techniques and materials to
finish wood turnings. These include the use of air brushes,
water based acrylic paint and water based lacquer. Or at
least we HOPE he will be able to. More information will be
sent out as we get closer to the meeting date.

June 18, 2020 -

Hey, we're not Nostradamus here. It is hard
enough to predict what is going to happen next week, let
alone 2 months into the pandemic's future. Hopefully
things will be looking better by then. If so, John Shrader
from Seattle is on tap to present a program on using metal in
woodturning. Still, we feel it is the better part of valor to
hold off on trying to plan our June details until we at least
get through April. So again, please be patient and stay tuned
for further information.
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Join Us for Cindy's Demo in April
The Northwest Washington Woodturners are trying something new (at least to us) for our April
meeting. In keeping with the directive to limit social contact and maintain distancing, the club
will be holding an Interactive Remote Demonstration (IRD ) meeting this month.

Cindy Drozda will be our guest IRD presenter from

her studio in Colorado. Cindy is noted for her finely
detailed boxes and lidded vessels. In this session she
will demonstrate the creation of her signature style
Finial Box, which incorporates an in-fitting lid, an
inlaid decorative ring and a foot made from contrasting
wood. The demonstration will include: boxmaking,
turning a finial, design, material selection and jam
chucking.
You may be asking:

‘What is an Interactive Remote Demonstration’ (IRD)?
IRD is where the club connects to the demonstrator via the internet, using video conferencing

software, and downloads the demonstrator’s live video. Attendees can ask questions and make
comments during the presentation.
Part of this session will be holding our monthly business meeting, beginning at 6:00 pm. The
IRD provides for club members connecting from remote locations, such as from home. It is a
great way to allow participation from members who in this case, cannot meet in a general
meeting environment.

‘How do I connect to the meeting’?
You connect to the meeting/IRD through the internet using a free video meeting software
called Zoom . You will need to download this software to your PC, Laptop, Notebook or
smartphone in order to connect. The software is free of charge. How you access and load this
software is detailed in the instructions on the next page. Please note that several days prior to

the April 16 meeting we will be providing you with a unique meeting ID number and a
password via email. You will enter these into Zoom in order to join our meeting/demo.

‘What are the internet requirements’?
Attendees need to have 3-5mbs of download speed. Most internet services will handle that
speed.
You can participate in this demonstration and meeting by following the instructions on the
following page.
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Instructions for Connecting to the IRD
Instructions for connecting to a group meeting with Zoom:
Click this link https://zoom.us/j/3034497170 or copy it into your browser. A browser window
will open, and Zoom will initiate a download of the software that you need. Follow the
prompts to install the software. This is only done the first time you join a Zoom meeting on a
computer or device.
You do not need to sign up for an account with Zoom, and you definitely do not need to enter
a "free trial" of a paid account. It is FREE to join the meeting through Zoom. You do need to
download the software.
If you would like to watch a video tutorial, here is one on the Zoom website:

https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us/articles/201362193-How-Do-I-Join-A-Meeting-Setting

Setting yourself up in the meeting:
Please fill in your first and last name so that we know who you are and click the “join” button.
You may be prompted to join with audio and video. If you have a camera attached, you will
be prompted to “Join with Video”.
If your device does not have a microphone and speaker, you can use your phone for audio.
That should be one of the options. Note: If you use your phone for audio, it will be both
speaker and microphone, not one or the other.
If you are using a computer with a microphone and speakers, built in or as a headset, you will
have better audio using the computer audio option.

Note: You do not need a camera or microphone to join the meeting. The others will not be

able to see or hear you, but you will be able to see and hear the meeting and demo. You do
need speakers to hear.
You can connect your audio and video so that you can hear the demo, and so that others can
see and hear you. Go to the bottom row of the Zoom window, and you will see a row of
icons. The far left is a microphone icon. This is where you mute or un-mute your own
microphone. Next icon to the right of that is a video camera icon. This is where you turn on
or off your video, enabling other people to see a thumbnail of you on live video. Click those
icons to turn on or off your audio or video.

Note: The row of icons at the bottom of the screen is hidden if there is no mouse activity.
Move your mouse to get the icons back when you want them.
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Instructions for Connecting to the IRD (Cont'd)
If your video and audio don't connect automatically (or don’t
work), click on the triangle to the right of the microphone icon,
open the dropdown menu, and choose "Audio Settings". Here
you can choose which speaker and microphone you are using,
and can check them to see if they are working. If you are on a
Mac, you might have to go to System Preferences and select
which speaker and microphone you want the computer to use.
On the left side of the settings window is a sidebar. Choose "Video" to select which camera
your computer will use to connect to the meeting. You can also get to Video Settings by
clicking the up arrow to the right of the video camera icon and choosing “Video Settings”.
Please keep your microphone muted unless you are asking a question, to keep background
noise down. I may mute everyone if there is a lot of noise. You can still un-mute yourself to ask
a question.

Asking questions during the meeting:
You can ask questions during the demo, it's not necessary to hold your questions until the end.
To ask a question, un-mute your microphone and speak.
If you don't get my attention that way, use the Chat feature to get the Moderator's attention, and
he/she will let me know.

Leaving the meeting:
You can leave any time. And you can come back by clicking the link again and joining the
meeting. To leave the meeting, click "Leave Meeting" at the lower right of the Zoom window.

Additional controls:
You can change your name later if you didn’t do it when you joined. Right click on the “...”
icon on your thumbnail video, or click “More” in the Participant window, and select Rename.
Click the Participants icon at the bottom of the screen to see who all has joined the meeting.
You can connect to the meeting with your laptop or phone and connect it to your TV with an
HDMI cable (the phone would need an adapter).
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Instructions for Connecting to the IRD (Cont'd)
Viewing the meeting in Full Screen:
You can make the Zoom window take up the full
computer or TV screen by double clicking on the large
video in Speaker View.
Double click again to exit Full Screen Mode.
There is also an icon for full screen in the top right corner of the window.
In Full Screen, the film strip becomes a separate window. You can minimize the film strip by
clicking the flat line icon at the top left of that window. You can also click and drag the film
strip (minimized or not) anywhere you want.

Speaker view, Gallery view:
When you join the meeting, it opens in Speaker View, and you see a large video and a film
strip of thumbnails (the other participants’ videos). Before the meeting starts, the person who is
speaking is shown in the large video.
Once the meeting starts, the host or co-host will spotlight the demonstrator’s video so that is
what everyone sees no matter who is talking. In Speaker View, the words “Gallery View” (or a
grid icon) are in the upper right corner of the Zoom window. Click this for Gallery View.
In Gallery View, you see a grid of small videos of the participants. The person who is speaking
has a yellow border. Click the words “Speaker View” in the upper right corner of the window
to return to Speaker View. Gallery View can be nice for socializing before the meeting.

Tablet/Phone support:
If you are using a tablet or phone, you need to go to the App Store or Google Play to
download the Zoom App
Start the App, and type in (or choose) the meeting ID (10 digit code you will be emailed beforehand).
The Zoom session should start. You have all of the above functionality, but the buttons may be
in different places. Tap the screen to display the buttons.
On an iPad, the Chat feature is under the “...” button in the top right corner. Keep in mind that
the meeting streams in HD, so you may be using a lot of data.
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A Note from the Club Store
Greetings Fellow Woodturners,
I trust everyone is doing well and
hopefully combating cabin fever by selfquarantining in your woodshop, turning
someone’s potential firewood into objets
d‘art worthy of a prominent place in a
fine gallery (okay, maybe on a shelf in
your living room is more like it).
On a more serious note, I received a call the other day from one of our members wanting to
know if he could come to my place and pick up some supplies from our club store. After he
left, the thought came to mind that there are likely others who are running short on stuff, so
why not put a store roadshow together.

The initial part of the plan is to determine demand: ls there be enough interest to proceed?

If affirmative we will determine location(s), date(s), and time. Of course, this is all predicated
on the folks in Olympia giving us the green light to get out and about. Please let me know if

there are items from the store that you are likely to want/need prior to, say, a June
meeting. You can email me at: chippytom44@comcast.net with your thoughts, and kindly
include in your message what city or town you are in.
Stay safe and be well.

Tom Thornton

Woodturning Basics: Sharpening
If you are relatively new to wood turning, you may
have a number of questions about tool sharpening.
On the AAW website, under "Resources" , they have
an informational section on tool sharpening. You
do not need to be an AAW member to access this
section, although of course we would encourage
you to join AAW if you are not already a member.
BTW, if you are an experienced turner, you still may
enjoy watching the sharpening video on this page
because it shows a number of your old favorites, like
Bonnie Klein, John Jordan, Alan Lacer, etc when
they were MUCH younger!
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Know Your Woods
Banksia pods (Banksia grandis), originate from southwestern

Australia. Of the many Banksia species, typically only the
pods from the Bull Banksia are large enough and solid
enough for woodturning applications. These pods are
commonly compared to pine cones, though Banksia trees are
not conifers and aren’t related to pine trees (Pinus genus)—the
seed pod itself is considered the fruit of the tree.
In woodworking applications, banksia pods range in size
from 4″ to over 12″ long, with a diameter ranging from 2.5″
to 5″ wide. Just under the exterior of the pod, there is an area
of reddish brown fuzz-like material. Further toward the center
is the denser, wood-like core. The seed cavities can reach
well over halfway into the pod, giving turned projects a very
unique appearance and texture. Some woodturners fill these
voids with resin or other colored inlay materials, while others
choose to showcase the openings as a prominent design
feature.
From THE WOOD DATABASE
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Turning on the Web* ...
Contributed by Rick Anderson
Sadly, like so many other events, we had to
cancel this year's All Day Demo due to the
spreading COVID-19 virus. And with that,
we were deprived of the opportunity to
share a day of learning with Nick Agar. I
had watched 3 of Nick's demos at the 2017
Utah Woodturning Symposium and was
very excited to be able to watch him for a
full day, and even take a class from him.
Not all is lost…...thanks to the magic of
YouTube here are some glimpses into Nick
and his magical ways with texturing and colors.
First up is a video produced by the Robert Sorby Company on texturing…..of course, it's all
done with their tools. But Nick also stresses that anything that will make a mark on the
wood can produce a usable texture. But PLEASE use caution when texturing with your
chain saw! https://www.youtube.com/watch?v= qEIbEQyTnrQ
Nick, while accomplished in all aspects of turning, his signature work has become his
Viking Sunset Bowl which he first developed on the 2011 Norwegian Woodturning Cruise.
This video is a brief glimpse at the bowl with Nick talking about his inspiration in it's
creation.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v= T50DnJR-GJw&t= 62s
Finally, here's a video as Nick creates his Viking Sunset Bowl from start to finish. It's all
there…..turning, texturing and coloring….with a wonderful end result!

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v= AixMHw46vOc

Hopefully, we will see Nick on our own stage sometime in the not too distant future.
Meanwhile, enjoy the videos, turn safe and BE SAFE!

*The internet contains a wealth of information of value to woodturners. Some is direct “how to”
articles and videos ...other resources provide inspiration and techniques which can be applied to our
craft. But remember, the internet is unedited, so beware of poor and unsafe techniques.

Natural edge (LEFT) and dyed (RIGHT)
Finial Boxes by Cindy Drozda
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Club Contacts
Northwest Washington Woodturners
P.O. Box 31
Mt. Vernon, WA 98373

President

Rod Parker
President@nwwwt.org

Vice President

Angela Hills
VicePresident@nwwwt.org

Secretary

Gary Moore (Acting)
Secretary@nwwwt.org

Treasurer

Phil Kezele
Treasurer@nwwwt.org

Members at Large

360-341-3731

Rick Terney
rick.terney@gmail.com

425-213-4353

Tom Thornton
chippytom44@gmail.com

425-948-6717

Website Manager

Ray Shields
rayshields@msn.com

Michael McCunn
Membership@nwwwt.org

208-651-3122

360-941-4408

Education Outreach Chairperson
George Way
georgerway@gmail.com

Mentoring Chairperson

206-372-5123

David Pettenski
dpettenski@msn.com

David Pettenski
dpettenski@msn.com

Assisted by:

360-671-7141

360-907-2005

Programs Chairperson

Angela Hills (Acting)
angelahills@hotmail.com

208-651-3122

Sherri Greenleaf

sherrigreenleaf@gmail.com

Membership Chairperson

480-338-3395

Rod Parker (Acting)
rodney.parker@cox.net

360-293-7305

480-338-3395

Sawdust Saturday Chairperson
Giovanni Monteferrante
gmonteferrante@gmail.com

Librarian

Tal Birdsong
talrose@msn.com

Gallery Photographer
Ron Radliff
usaf.ret@outlook.com

Newsletter Editor

Ray Shields
rayshields@msn.com

360-341-3731

360-671-3072
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407-342-2787

360-435-7192

360-707-1319

360-671-3072

Classified Ads
This space is set aside for contributors and for members to advertise free of charge to sell or purchase tools, wood,
etc. Please submit your ad to the Newsletter Editor by the last Thursday of the month or submit it to him at the
meeting for inclusion in the next month's newsletter.

Have some hand-me-down tools
you would like to donate?
Contact our Store Manager, Rich
Turpin (kydso2@hotmail.com), or
bring the tools to a Thurs. regular
meeting. Thank you!!!

to our Club members

1401 E St
Bellingham, WA 98225
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Ads (Cont'd)

Please note that Craft Supplies provides our club with
several hundred dollars in Gift Certificates each year.
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Ads (Cont'd)

Outtakes
THE NOVEL CORONAVIRUS' SILVER LINING....
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