Northwest Washington Woodturners

A Local Chapter of the American Association of Woodturners

Monthly Newsletter for August, 2020

About NWW...

President's Letter

The Club meets every 3rd Thursday of the
month. There is no meeting in Dec. Time:
6:30pm No host dinner beginning at 5:30pm.

Fellow club members,
The Northwest Washington Woodturners Board
has been using the Zoom virtual meeting format
and Interactive Remote Demonstrations as a
means to provide continuity and connection for
our club members during the Covid-19 virus
response. In addition, we have been holding
monthly wood raffles, tool sales, club store and
library outings so that club members have
access to turning supplies and publications. So
far this year we have sponsored demonstrations
by Cindy Drozda, Art Liestman, Emiliano
Achaval, Rudy Lopez, and Martin Saban-Smith .
While these meetings have been attended by
many of our club members, the Board feels that
we have not reached as many of the members
as normally attend our in-person meetings.
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We meet at Hillcrest Park Lodge in Mt.
Vernon, WA. Exit I-5 at Kincaid St (Exit 226).
Turn east up Kincaid to S. 13th St, turn right
(south). Hillcrest Park is approx. 6 blocks
south on 13th St. The Lodge is located in the
NW corner of the parking lot, beyond the
tennis courts.
Meetings are open to anyone interested in
woodturning. All skill levels from beginners
to advanced turners are welcome.
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We recognize that virtual meetings are not a
complete replacement for the social interaction
we get from our in-person club meetings. Given
that we are likely to be faced with having to rely
on virtual meetings for a number of months to
come, we are trying to determine how we can
better utilize the virtual meeting format to serve
our club members the needs.
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We have put together a list of questions, a
survey, to help us better plan for the balance of
this year and possibly into the early part of next
year. You will find the survey on page 4 of this
issue. We hope you will take a moment to look
at the survey and provide your thoughts. It is
intentionally brief to make it easy to complete. If
you have additional thoughts, I welcome you to
share them with me at
Rodney48@wavecable.com, or to one of the
other Board Members at the email addresses
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President's Letter (Cont'd)
shown in this newsletter. This is how we can make the NWW more valuable to all our
members.
On other topics, NWW is sponsoring a Christmas Tree at the Senior Center in Bellingham again
the year, as we have done in prior years. Gary Moore is chairing an effort to collect 100 turned
Christmas Tree ornaments this year. Please see his article in this month’s newsletter.
I hope you have fun with your turning, be creative, be safe.
Best regards,

Rod Parker

President's Creative Challenge
This month's President's Challenge is to turn
any object and enhance that object with
coloration, or turn an object and finish it
using waxing, in the method demonstrated by
Martin Saban-Smith during the August IRD.
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August Program Recap

Martin Saban-Smith beamed in all the way from Hampshire,

England for a demonstration titled, "Atmospheric Colouring and
Deep Gloss Wax Finishing". It began in the morning for us and
the evening for him, due to the eight hour time difference.
Martin is a professional turner who teaches in his 5 lathe
workshop and films his woodturning for YouTube. He is the
developer of Hampshire Sheen range of wax and oil finishes.
He is a proud member of the Worshipful Company of Turners, a
Livery Company (Guild) whose origins go back to medieval
times.

Martin Saban-Smith

For this presentation, Martin turned a bowl (in fact just the outside of a bowl, from nicely figured
wood). He spent considerable time showing the necessary preparation and then the actual color
application using his own brand of Intrinsic water-based dyes. He recorded his demo in its
entirely and planned to make it available for review by our club members. Unfortunately, by the
time of newsletter publication, the recording was not available, so what follows is a (ahem!)
somewhat condensed summary of the steps used:

Step 1

- Obtain a beautifully figured piece
of light-colored wood.

Step 2 - Turn a bowl out of the wood.
Step 3 - Dye it black and sand it back.
Step 4 - Apply additional water-based dye
colors in an aesthetic manner.

Step 5 - Apply sealer coat (optional).
Step 6 - Apply a wax blend.
Step 7 - Buff.
Step 8 - Sign the piece, sit back and admire
it.

[Editor's note: Apologies to Martin....I was
SURE I would have access to the demo
recording when writing the article. Best
laid plans.....]
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Online Demonstration Survey
Some of you have attended our online meetings
and demonstrations. Others of you have not.
Either way, we hope you will take a few minutes
to complete the very brief survey below (at the
very most it should take less than 3 min), as we
are keenly interested in hearing from YOU!
Obtaining this type of information from our club
members helps us immensely in planning future
programs.
There is no time like the present, as they say, so PLEASE click on the link here and take the
fast and easy survey NOW! You will be done in no time and we will have the benefit of
your response.

Quick Survey

Sawdust Saturday Reboot?
As noted in a recent email, our club is considering restarting the Sawdust Saturday workshop
sessions. For those of you that are not aware, Sawdust Saturdays are hands-on sessions for
members of all levels of experience, from newbies to seasoned pros. On the last Saturday of
most months, we utilize one of our generous member's woodturning studio (Gerrit Van Ness's),
which has 9 complete lathe stations with tools and accessories. For a mere $10 (mostly to cover
materials and coffee) you potentially can treat yourself to a wide array of topics with hands-on
turning, taught by your fellow NWW members. Classes normally run from 9:00 am to 3:00 pm,
with a break for brown bag lunches. We intend to comply with local recommendations for
group gatherings, and will be masking and maintaining social distancing as much as possible.
Given the current environment, we are conducting a short online survey to determine interest
level and topic for content. The survey is anonymous, and results will be shared with the club.
You should have received a link to the survey in an email within the past week. If you have
already completed the survey, thank you! If not, please take a few minutes to provide your input
and thoughts on how the sessions may be held. The survey will be available thru September
4th , and is available by clicking here:

S.S. Survey
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The Next Tool Giveaway
Submitted by Tom Thornton
We’re rapidly moving into the fall season and the weather will be changing, but one thing is
and always will be consistent: turners need tools. With that in mind I am pleased to announce
the lineup for September’s tool giveaway. The winner will choose from the following:

Sorby spiraling / texturing system
and chatter tool
At one time the spiraling was a technique only
practiced by advanced turners. Now turners of
nearly any skill level can create spirals to their
hearts content using the Sorby Spiraling System.
A further development of their texturing tool, the
spiraling tool can be used to create both left and
right-handed spirals, barley twists, rope effects,
flutes, and even checkered patterns with ease.

+

The innovative rest on the tool has indexed
reference positions, which enable the replication
of the spirals. Differing pitch and twist profiles
are made possible by altering the presentation
angle of the cutter or by changing the cutter to a
different one.

OR
Set of five D-Way beading tools
(1 /16”, 1 /8”, 3/16”,1 /4” and 3/8”),
along with (1 ) 8” handle w/1 /2”
receiver, (1 ) knurled knob, and (1 )
1 /2-to-3/8” bushing. These tools have
a reputation as one the best beading
systems around.

Please remember that, as always, winner must be

present (virtually, of course) to win.

Take care everyone. We hope see you at next
month’s meeting on Sept. 17th.

Tom
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Upcoming Programs

September 17, 2020 - This meeting will feature wellknown woodturner Carl Jacobson from Grants Pass, OR

demonstrating the use of epoxy resin in woodturning.
We are still operating under the restrictions of the Covid-19
pandemic so this will be an IRD via Zoom. Carl's interest
in resin, particularly urethane resins like Alumilite, have
resulted in some some gorgeous pieces. He will be sharing
methods and tips for incorporating resin in various turned
items.

October 15, 2020 - Our demonstrator will be Oregon
artist Tom Willing, who created his first turning in his

father's woodshop over 50 years ago. Since that time, he
has come to focus on pieces that are sensitive to the
interplay between light, form, and material. Past President
of the Pacific Northwest Woodturning Guild, he teaches
woodturning techniques and is an active member of
Northwest Woodturners and the AAW. His presentation
will be "Boxes with Slip-Fitted Lids."

November 19, 2020 -

Uncertain times lead to
uncertainties in planning, so November's meeting is
presently listed on the master calendar as TBD-TBD (i.e.,
To Be Determined, Totally By Design) -- bear with us.
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Good Ornaments For a Good Cause
Contributed by Gary Moore and Angela Hill
On alternate years our club has
been participating in a charitable
auction called “Festival of Trees.”
This year it benefits the Bellingham Senior Center. Civic clubs
and individuals donate decorated
Christmas trees, which are then
auctioned off to benefit programs
serving seniors in the community.
NWW has decorated trees in the
past for this event. One year our
tree won “Judges Choice” and
another year it garnered the highest bid in the auction at $1,700. For 2020 the title of our tree
will be, “A Turn for the Better” …. (Don’t we all wish!)
This year we are looking for at least 100 ornaments to fill the 6-ft artificial tree, so if each
person made just one, we would have plenty. Are you willing to make one or two to donate?
A link with ornament ideas will be posted on the NWW website.
Ornaments need to be collected by late October so the tree can be decorated and prepared for
the auction on December 4th. Collection locations, by county, will be set up by the Board or
you can bring your ornament(s) to any of the Hillcrest parking lot Store/Library events. One of
our Board members will be following up with a phone call to see if you have any questions.
Due to COVID-19 restrictions, this year's Festival and auction will be held virtually. They will
video the trees and show them online on auction day. All are welcome to participate or just
observe the auction at that time. More information to follow.
Thanks for considering this donation of your time and talent, and we will be in touch soon.
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Know Your Woods
Acacia (Acacia spp.) is a type of wood that is derived from the

Australian-native Acacia trees and shrubs, which are now also
found in Asia, the Pacific Islands, Africa and parts of the
Americas. The hardwood that is derived from the tree is suitable
for building long-lasting items of furniture and homewares.
The heartwood is dark red-brown and attractive when polished.
This wood is resistant to decay because the tree deposits in the
heartwood many waste substances which are preservatives and
render the wood unpalatable to insects making the wood dense
and difficult to be penetrated by water and other decay agents.
It’s believed that acacia wood was used to construct the
Tabernacle and Ark of Covenant because it was virtually
indestructible. The Acacia melanoxylon from Australia is the
species most known for furniture.
Acacia grows to about 3 feet in diameter and 40 to 120 feet
high. Acacia is reported to be moderately difficult to saw and
machine due to its density but it can be planed and polished
easily.
Fun Fact
Gum arabic, a thickener commonly added to desserts and candy
such as jelly beans, is derived from the acacia.
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Turning on the Web* ...
Contributed by Rick Anderson
One aspect of woodturning never changes...
...form is all important. After we have
mastered the tool skills (or do we ever
completely master the tool skills?) we are
able to concentrate on form.
Fundamental to form is fair curves. During
my career as a boat designer an inordinate
amount of time was spent on insuring that
the curves of the hull and superstructure
were fair. The same is true for aircraft design,
auto design, pottery design…..any design
incorporating lines that aren’t straight. Of
course, in present times fairing a curve can
be as simple as a couple clicks of the mouse.
A simple definition of a fair curve is a curve that continuously flows without bumps or
hollows and with smooth transitions as it changes in shape or from a concave to a convex
curve. Easier said than done! Don Derry, a past demonstrator & teacher for our club, taught an
excellent class titled “Romancing the Curve”. His key point to creating a fair curve was to look
at the curve, identify high spots then turn away those high spots. Then repeat. Then repeat
again. And again. Eventually a fair curve will emerge.
When thinking about form and fair curves in woodturning, two turners readily come to mind:
Bob Stocksdale and Bill Luce. Bob Stocksdale passed away in 2003. Bill Luce suffered a
severe head injury in a motorcycle accident a few years ago and is no longer able to turn
though he is determined to some day turn again. The following links (just click on their
names) show some of both turners work…..I think you will see why their mastery of form is
widely admired:

Bob Stocksdale

Bill Luce

As with so much of our craft, the key to fair curves is simple. Practice, practice, practice!!!
*The internet contains a wealth of information of value to woodturners. Some is direct “how to”
articles and videos ...other resources provide inspiration and techniques which can be applied to our
craft. But remember, the internet is unedited, so beware of poor and unsafe techniques.
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Store Supplies, Library Materials and Wood Raffle
We are planning to hold our next monthly
parking lot Wood Raffle and Library event
on Saturday Sept. 26 from 11 :00 to 12:30
at the Hillcrest Lodge parking lot. Wood
raffle will begin at 12:00 noon sharp.
Tickets are $1.00 each or 6 for $5.00.
We thought we would try having a sort of
informal "Very Instant Gallery" for
members to show any recent work that they
have completed. Table space will be set
aside and hand sanitizer will be available,
so all you need to do is drop off the piece
when you arrive and pick it up when
you leave.
Library will be available for check-in and
check-out. A full complement of store
supplies will on hand (PayPal or cash
preferred).
Collection boxes will be present to
accept spin tops and Christmas tree
ornaments -- thank you in advance for
your kind donations!

Q.
A.

Is an old hundred dollar bill better than a new one?
Well, it's worth 99 more dollars....
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The Tenacity of Trees!
This is the fifth in a series of pictures demonstrating the determination to survive. Contributed by Les Books.

Growing out of rock.
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Club Contacts
Northwest Washington Woodturners
P.O. Box 31
Mt. Vernon, WA 98373

President

Membership Chairperson

Vice President

Education Outreach Chairperson

Secretary

Mentoring Chairperson

Treasurer

Sawdust Saturday Chairperson

Members at Large

Librarian

Giovanni Monteferrante
Memberatlarge2@nwwwt.org

Gallery Photographer

Rod Parker
President@nwwwt.org

Angela Hills
Membership@nwwwt.org

Angela Hills
VicePresident@nwwwt.org

George Way
Outreach@nwwwt.org

Gary Moore (Acting)
Secretary@nwwwt.org

Rod Parker (Acting)
Mentors@nwwwt.org

Phil Kezele
Treasurer@nwwwt.org

Giovanni Monteferrante
SawdustSaturday@nwwwt.org

Sherri Greenleaf
Memberatlarge1@nwwwt.org

Tal Birdsong
Librarian@nwwwt.org
Ron Radliff
Photographer@nwwwt.org

Rick Terney
Memberatlarge3@nwwwt.org

Newsletter Editor

Ray Shields
Newsletter@nwwwt.org

Tom Thornton
Memberatlarge4@nwwwt.org

Programs Chairperson
David Pettenski
Programs@nwwwt.org

Website Manager

Ray Shields
Web@nwwwt.org

12

Classified Ads
This space is set aside for contributors and for members to advertise free of charge to sell or purchase tools, wood,
etc. Please submit your ad to the Newsletter Editor by the last Thursday of the month or submit it to him at the
meeting for inclusion in the next month's newsletter.

Have some hand-me-down tools
you would like to donate?
Contact our Store Manager, Rich
Turpin (kydso2@hotmail.com), or
bring the tools to a Thurs. regular
meeting. Thank you!!!

to our Club members

1401 E St
Bellingham, WA 98225
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Ads (Cont'd)
Grinder and grinding wheel
not included.

Please note
note that
that Craft
Craft Supplies
Supplies provides
provides our
our club
club with
with
Please
several hundred
hundred dollars
dollars inin Gift
Gift Certificates
Certificates each
each year.
year.
several
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Ads (Cont'd)

Outtakes
After Martin Sabin-Smith demonstrated for NWW, he enjoyed it so much that he
wanted to add a touch of the Pacific NW to his new line of finish.
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