Northwest Washington Woodturners

A Local Chapter of the American Association of Woodturners

Monthly Newsletter for November, 2020

About NWW...

President's Letter

The Club meets every 3rd Thursday of the
month. There is no meeting in Dec. Time:
6:30pm No host dinner beginning at 5:30pm.

Fellow club members,

by Rod Parker

Thank You! With the Thanksgiving holiday just

past and the Christmas season quickly
approaching, I want to extend a heartfelt Thank
You to my fellow club members and the Board
Members for their support of Northwest
Washington Woodturners during this past, very
challenging year. Your participation in our
Interactive Remote Demonstrations, our
Saturday wood raffles, store sales, library events,
wood harvesting and attendance at our
sharpening workshop all point to the health of
our woodturning community. A special thanks
to those of you who contributed to our
Christmas ornament turning and those who
turned Tops-for-Tots!
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We meet at Hillcrest Park Lodge in Mt.
Vernon, WA. Exit I-5 at Kincaid St (Exit 226).
Turn east up Kincaid to S. 13th St, turn right
(south). Hillcrest Park is approx. 6 blocks
south on 13th St. The Lodge is located in the
NW corner of the parking lot, beyond the
tennis courts.
Meetings are open to anyone interested in
woodturning. All skill levels from beginners
to advanced turners are welcome.
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I know that I speak for the entire membership
when I say how much I miss the comradery that
we enjoy at our monthly events and our
Sawdust Saturday sessions. Please know that as
soon as the coronavirus situation and state
guidelines allow, we will resume our Sawdust
Saturday sessions and in-person club meetings.
I hope that December finds you in your shop
making gifts for family and friends. Hand-crafted
items convey a great deal more than the value
of the items themselves. They become family
(Continued on next page)
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President's Letter (Cont'd)
history and represent the care and craftsmanship of the maker. I have a walking stick that was
carved by my grandfather. Holding it, I think about the man whose hands worked the wood
over a hundred years ago.
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to all the members of the Northwest Washington
Woodturners!

Rod Parker

President's Creative Challenge
In keeping with the theme of our presentation by Mike
Peace, please send me pictures of pieces you have
turned using embellishments and/or texturing. Also, if
you’d like to share pictures of items you have made for
Christmas decorations and presents, I will share them
at our January meeting.

Club Election Results
In past years, NWW officer elections are held
during the November meeting. Things were
different in 2020 (does this surprise anybody?).
Given that all of this year's meetings except one
have been virtual and (perhaps related to this)
there were no nominations, the NWW Board
members agreed to maintain their positions for
the coming year. The single exception is the
position of Secretary, since Gary Moore had
already served one additional year beyond the usual two year term (thank you, Gary!).
Fortunately, former president Norman Lanford stepped up and agreed to assume the posiiton of
Secretary (thank you, Norman!). Presumably this time next year we will have a more traditional
club officers election. The current board members certainly hope so.
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November Program Recap
All of our regular meetings since March have been online Zoom
conferences and our November 19th meeting was no exception.
Our guest demonstrator for the evening was Mike Peace. Mike is
a frequent contributor to various woodturning publications but
he is perhaps best known for his many YouTube instructional
videos. Because he lives several time zones away in the 'burbs
outside of Atlanta, we opted to delay the business portion of the
meeting to allow him to get started at 6 pm.
Mike divided his Texturing demo into four sections, each
devoted to a particular tool. He began with the Sorby Texturing
Tool, next the Dremel Burr Tool, then the Wagner Knurling Tool,
and finally various Chatter Tools.

Mike Peace

1. Sorby Spiraling & Texturing Tool - these tools come in two sizes: regular and "micro".
The regular tool is actually of substantial size and is most appropriate for larger work, such as a
wall hanging, according to Mike. The micro texturing tool is best for smaller ornamental use
and is perfect for getting inside box lids, for example. The
larger texturing tool can be used at around 750 rpm max,
whereas the smaller tool should be used at a slower speed
(no more than around 450 rpm max). Mike demonstrated
using the larger tool to create an orange peel texture on the
side of a turned cylinder.
As an aside, Mike talked about ways to get rid of the
"frizzies" once the texturing is done. These include using:
- A small brass brush
- A chip brush or toothbrush
- A green 3M abrasive pad (Mike's preferred method)
Mike also took a few moments to talk about some design
considerations of spiraling/exturing, such as using a narrow
groove or bead on either side of a textured area to separate
it visually from the rest of the piece. Another way to
accomplish a visual separation is to first cut a groove and
then texture just the inside of the groove, or turn a small
cove and texture only the top of the cove.
2. HT Decorating Elf Tool (or Dremel Burr Tool) - You can purchase the Henry Taylor
tool or make your own tool for less using a Dremel burr. Mike has a handout and video on
making the latter. The tool seems to work best when the lathe is spinning at around 500-700
rpm. A nice effect can be created by cutting a cove just slightly larger than the burr's diameter.
Mike emphasized the importance of being patient: hold the burr firmly against the wood for
at least 5 seconds.
(Continued on next page)
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November Program Recap (Cont'd)
A flower-like pattern can be created by coming
in directly on the center of the turning piece.
Mike makes refrigerator magnets using 1 1/2
inch diameter end grain pieces with both a
central florette and decorated cove(s). He inserts
a rare-earth magnet into a shallow tenon on the
back side of the piece. The tenon allows the
fingers to get a grip on the piece when pulling it
off the fridge.

3. Knurling Tools - Several manufacturers make
them, but the most common and best known are
the ones made by Wagner. Most commonly they
have either 12 or 16 TPI. The coarser 12 TPI is
used with softer woods, whereas 16 TPI can be
used with harder, denser woods. Mike recommends a turning speed of only around 350 rpm
for best control. Press hard.
Holding the knurling
tool at a slight angle
will result in a spiral
appearance to the
embossed pattern, as
seen on the near
right. When pressed
perpendicular the
tool embosses a
knurled pattern into
the wood (far right).
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November Program Recap (Cont'd)
4. Chatter Tools - Unlike the other tools discussed
previously, chatter tools are for end-grain ONLY.
Chatter tools are available commercially, but Mike
mentioned that it is fairly easy to make them and in
fact discussed a few alternatives. One is to use metal
conduit with a small bolt that holds a replaceable
blade (such as a ground off bandsaw blade, Sawzall
blade, etc). Another option is to visit the local thrift
shop and pick up a standard stainless steel table knife
or two, then grind any serrations off and shape the
end as desired.
Mike suggested a turning speed of 1500-2000 rpm,
although slower speeds may work as well. Given that
many if not most of our club members have turned
and textured tops with a chatter tool, further details
may be superfluous here. The created patterns are
like snowflakes -- no two are exactly the same.

Turner's Q & A

Q. ARE THERE ADVANTAGES TO USING TUNG OIL AS A FINISH?
A. Tung oil is a hard drying oil used as a wood finish. It is clear and

penetrates the grain to enhance and protect the wood. It’s one of the oldest
and most popular wood finishes in the world and is derived from the seeds
of the tung tree in Eastern Asia. It is eco-friendly, non-toxic, and food-safe.
Similarly to linseed oil, it is difficult to find furniture that is made with raw
or 100% pure tung oil. Many craftsmen will use boiled or polymerized
tung oil, and it’s also common for manufacturers to mislabel products as tung oil when
they’re not. Many will have petroleum distillates added. If you’re interested in a tung oil
finish, it’s worth doing a bit of digging to understand exactly what finish is being used and
what it’s comprised of. You can find good quality pure tung oil from Real Milk Paint.
[Note: we have no vested interest in the Real Milk Paint Company].

There are many reasons a woodturner might consider using tung oil to finish a piece. It’s all
natural, non-toxic, and eco-friendly, and it doesn’t yellow as much over time as common
finishes like linseed oil, nitrocellulose lacquer, or varnishes like polyurethane.
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Upcoming Programs

December 17, 2020 -

We do not have a meeting in
December. Still, we would like to send out to each of you
our best holiday wishes. 2020 has been an unprecedented
year in so many ways and most of them have not been
good, so it will be nice to bid adieu to this year and look
forward to a brighter 2021!

January 21, 2021 - We will be starting off the new year
with Jim Echter of Rochester, NY who will provide a
demonstration titled "Sensational Skew" . Jim is a

production woodturner with over 40 years' experience and
the owner of True Creations Woodturning. He will explain
what the skew turning tool is, its specific design including
shape and angles to facilitate tuning your skew and he will
include various exercises to help you feel comfortable
using the skew. This is a beginners demonstration but
certain to get the rust out of the experienced turner. For a
preview Jim’s website is: tcturning.com

February 21, 2021 - We will go down under with Theo
Haralampou who is from Brisbane, Queensland, Australia.
Theo will present a demonstration on how to turn a bowl
within a bowl . This is a more advanced presentation but
Theo will provide excellent guidance on how to turn this
illusion to impress your non-woodturning friends. Theo’s
website is: woodturner.com.au for a preview.
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Membership Dues for 2021
A Note from our Treasurer, Phil Kezele
Just a reminder – it’s time to renew your membership
for 2021.

$35.00 – Annual Dues (no increase for 2020)
Due to COVID-19 it will not be possible for members to
pay their 2021 dues in person. Because of this,
members can now renew their membership and pay
their dues on-line using PayPal or by mailing a check to
the NWW Treasurer.

1. To pay dues on-line with your Paypal Account:
a. Log on the NWW web page (https://www.nwwwt.org/)

b. Click on the PayPal button; i.e., Pay Now
c. Enter your PayPal login information; i.e. either your email address or phone number
and you will be directed to the correct page for paying dues.
d. We willl be notified that you have paid your dues

2. To pay dues on-line without a Paypal Account:
a. Click on the Pay Now button and select the option to pay with Debit or Credit Card.
b. Follow the instructions and we’ll be notified that you have paid your dues

3. To pay dues with a personal check:
a. Mail a $35.00 check (payable to NWW) to the Club’s treasurer:

NWW
c/o Phil Kezele
1388 Arrowhead Rd.
Camano Island, WA 98282

b. Include a note with name and any changes in address, phone, and/or email address.
Membership cards will be mailed to each renewing member beginning in January.
P.S. Here are a few of the great perks of membership:
• Our club provides a number of learning and skills development opportunities during the
year
• Nationally known Online Demonstrators we schedule to come visit our group on Zoom at
our monthly meetings.
• Sawdust Saturday classes for such a low cost (only $10). It's hard to find a good class to learn
from for such a minimal investment (when WA state allows small group meetings).

(Continued on next page)
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Membership Dues (Cont'd)
• The extensive Library of Woodturning books and DVDs
• Shop Tours when no restrictions by WA state.
• Our store provides members the opportunity to buy wood turning supplies at reduced
cost. We regularly schedule weekend ‘garage sales’ at the Hillcrest Park Parking
lot—watch for notices when these events are held, subject to WA state restrictions.
• Wood and tool raffles are a fun way to acquire additional wood for turning and possibly
win that new tool you have wanted to buy. Always held on the Saturday sales.
• Many local and on-line vendors provide discounts to club members. All you need to do
is show your current club membership card!

Tip o' the Top Hat to Our Top Makers!
On behalf of the NWW club, I would like to express our appreciation for the members who took
time to produce the 1000 tops that will go to the Toys for Tots program. Regardless of the lock
down due to Covid-19 our members still stepped up to provide tops to be included in this
program (yep, the final number came in at exactly 1,000 -- go figure!).
The pictures on the following pages are to show who made these excellent tops and to display
the beauty of their work. There were some tops that were turned in without the name of the
turner. Sixty-eight tippy tops were turned in (I tried them and they really work) but the name of
the turner was not included. There were also 14 spin tops that were not labeled. I would really
like to know who donated these tops.
This coming year will probably start out
slowly and we will probably come back
strong by the second half. I would like to
encourage anyone who feels inclined to
participate in this worthy program to set a
goal of turning a certain number of tops
each month and bring them to the club
meetings. Thank you for your contribu-

tion to such a worthy cause of making a
child’s Christmas a happy time.
Tal Birdsong
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Top Makers (Cont'd)
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Top Makers (Cont'd)

Gallery examples from our
January demonstrator

Jim Echter

Near left: Pendant Necklace
Far left: Drop Spindles
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Know Your Woods
Pink Ivory (Berchemia zeyheri) is from southern Africa.

Trees

grow 100-130 ft tall, with a 3-5 ft trunk diameter.

Pink Ivory ranges in color from a pale brownish pink, to a
bright, almost neon pink, to a deep red. Typically the most
valuable pieces of Pink Ivory are a vibrant pink. Pink Ivory can
commonly be seen with a curly or fiddleback grain pattern,
further enhancing its visual impact. Sapwood of Pink Ivory tends
to be pale yellow to light brown with a somewhat gradual
demarcation from heartwood. Color changes in Pink Ivory
(becoming faded or dull over time) can be problematic.
Grain is straight to interlocked; fine, even texture with good
natural luster.
Pink Ivory has a pronounced blunting effect on cutting edges,
and it’s fairly difficult to work in board form. Pink Ivory is much
more common in applications involving carving or turning, and
it turns and finishes well.
Pink Ivory trees are said to be both rare and valuable, and have
been rumored to be “rarer than diamonds.” Other reports state
that the tree is relatively common in some areas of South
Africa—though large trees with straight, defect-free trunks are
much more scarce. According to folklore, the tree is considered
sacred to the Zulus in South Africa and is reserved for royalty.
From THE WOOD DATABASE
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Turning on the Web* ...
Contributed by Rick Anderson
We all are, for the most part, aware of the
potential safety issues surrounding the use of
our lathes. Despite that, the occasional injury
occurs. Most of our shops contain another
frequently used tool that poses just as great a
danger…...in some respects even greater. Our
bandsaws are very useful for preparing wood
for the lathe, but in doing so we are often
dealing with wood in a form that has potential
for a catastrophic accident. Two issues in
particular pose the greatest threats: Contacting
the blade with our hands and cutting wood that
isn’t flat.
Any piece of wood that is not supported completely on the table or with proper auxiliary
support, can be suddenly and violently grabbed by the blade. This is literally the same
phenomenon as a catch on your lathe…..unsupported contact with a moving force. BAM! I
was served a reminder recently that complacency with this issue can be painful…..in my case
a stinging hard slap against the palm of my hand…..and a kink in the blade rendering it
useless. It wasn’t a round piece, but had just enough curvature on the underside that it
slammed down and back. It happens
just as fast as a catch on your lathe.
And can be just as painful.

The other important issue is avoiding
contact with the blade. It is vitally
important to not be pushing wood
through the saw with your hand
directly in front of the blade or
anywhere close to the blade unless
using a push device of some form. It’s
(Note: Simulated injury only; hand was not harmed)
also important to use sharp blades.
Dull blades demand more force against the workpiece…..and if we slip we get hurt. In the
videos that follow you will see several different push devices, all of which help avoid injury.
The videos touch on these issues, along with other tips for using the bandsaw to prepare wood
for the lathe. The first two are by Mike Peace who was our November demonstrator. The third
feature Ernie Conover, a long time woodworking/woodturning teacher, writer and
demonstrator. The 4th video features Sam “The Wyoming Woodturner” Angelo.

(Continued on next page)
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Turning on the Web (Cont'd)
Finally, remember that the meat saw you see in the butcher shop is a bandsaw. It cuts flesh and
bone with gusto. Think about that…..work safe!
Mike Peace Videos

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v= SxYW5JH8mp0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v= KKlDLVknu_E
Ernie Conover Video

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v= zNmaJfYmYxo
Sam Angelo Video

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v= YjeoS6va4PU
*The internet contains a wealth of information of value to woodturners. Some is direct “how to”
articles and videos ...other resources provide inspiration and techniques which can be applied to our
craft. But remember, the internet is unedited, so beware of poor and unsafe techniques.

Tree Ornament Follow Up
The Christmas tree auction fundraiser for the Bellingham Senior Activity Center took place on
Dec 4th. I wanted to share the note I received from Molly Simon the following morning:

Morning Gary,
Your items were all very popular and I’m so happy
with how well the tree went! What an amazing
night of bidding. The tree was won by Nancy &
Dave at $3000, they are so thrilled to have the tree
and actually bid on it two years ago but lost!
The ornaments sold to various bidders for a grand
total of $345.
I’m pleased to report we have received some off
line donations that will take us over our fundraising
goal!
A huge Thank You to NWW for your generous
support of the Bellingham Senior Activity Center.
Merry Christmas,
Molly
Thanks again to everyone who participated in this
worthwhile and highly successful event! We
couldn't have accomplished it without you!
-- Gary Moore, Ornament Project Coordinator
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The Tenacity of Trees!
This is the seventh in a series of pictures demonstrating the determination to survive. Contributed by Les Books.

Cambodia temple

Safety First!
Remember to avoid wearing ANYTHING that could get
caught up in an actively turning piece or its attachment to
the lathe. Bracelets, dangling necklaces, loose long sleeves,
etc have no place around your lathe. You don't have to do
your turning in the nude (that can engender other problems)
but use common sense and err on the side of caution.
Additionally, if you have long hair, tie it back. Hairstyles
have varied over the years, but the ripped scalp look has
never caught on.
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Club Contacts
Northwest Washington Woodturners
P.O. Box 31
Mt. Vernon, WA 98373

President

Membership Chairperson

Vice President

Education Outreach Chairperson

Secretary

Mentoring Chairperson

Treasurer

Sawdust Saturday Chairperson

Members at Large

Librarian

Giovanni Monteferrante
Memberatlarge2@nwwwt.org

Gallery Photographer

Rod Parker
President@nwwwt.org

Angela Hills
Membership@nwwwt.org

Angela Hills
VicePresident@nwwwt.org

George Way
Outreach@nwwwt.org

Gary Moore (Acting)
Secretary@nwwwt.org

Rod Parker (Acting)
Mentors@nwwwt.org

Phil Kezele
Treasurer@nwwwt.org

Giovanni Monteferrante
SawdustSaturday@nwwwt.org

Sherri Greenleaf
Memberatlarge1@nwwwt.org

Tal Birdsong
Librarian@nwwwt.org
Ron Radliff
Photographer@nwwwt.org

Rick Terney
Memberatlarge3@nwwwt.org

Newsletter Editor

Ray Shields
Newsletter@nwwwt.org

Tom Thornton
Memberatlarge4@nwwwt.org

Programs Chairperson
David Pettenski
Programs@nwwwt.org

Website Manager

Ray Shields
Web@nwwwt.org
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Classified Ads
This space is set aside for contributors and for members to advertise free of charge to sell or purchase tools, wood,
etc. Please submit your ad to the Newsletter Editor by the last Thursday of the month or submit it to him at the
meeting for inclusion in the next month's newsletter.

Have some hand-me-down tools
you would like to donate?
Contact our Store Manager, Tom
Thornton (chippytom44@gmail.com),
or bring the tools to a weekend
parking lot sale. Thank you!!!

to our Club members

1401 E St
Bellingham, WA 98225
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Ads (Cont'd)

Please note that Craft Supplies provides our club with
several hundred dollars in Gift Certificates each year.
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Ads (Cont'd)

Outtakes
Demonstrator Mike Peace develops a sudden insight....
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