Northwest Washington Woodturners

A Local Chapter of the American Association of Woodturners

Monthly Newsletter for April, 2021

About NWW...

President's Letter

The Club meets every 3rd Thursday of the
month. There is no meeting in Dec. Time:
6:30pm No host dinner beginning at 5:30pm.

Fellow NWWT members,

by Rod Parker

I’d like to thank all the members who took part
in this Months Zoom meeting featuring Alan
Stratton. It was very interesting to me to see
‘magic’ behind the creation of Celtic Knots in
woodturning. Also, although we had limited
turn out our Turning Talks video discussion on
Saturday, April 24, 2021, it proved an excellent
opportunity for our woodturning community to
share sanding and finishing techniques! For
those members who have not yet taken
advantage of these Zoom video sessions, I
encourage you to give it try. Given the current
limitations on group meetings, this is a good
mechanism for us to continue to maintain our
community.
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We meet at Hillcrest Park Lodge in Mt.
Vernon, WA. Exit I-5 at Kincaid St (Exit 226).
Turn east up Kincaid to S. 13th St, turn right
(south). Hillcrest Park is approx. 6 blocks
south on 13th St. The Lodge is located in the
NW corner of the parking lot, beyond the
tennis courts.
Meetings are open to anyone interested in
woodturning. All skill levels from beginners
to advanced turners are welcome.

What is coming this spring? We will be
restarting our Sawdust Saturday’s sessions on
May 22nd. This will be a session focused on
new turners who want to learn proper safety
techniques, what tools to buy and not buy,
wood sourcing and processing, what to look for
in a lathe to suit your needs, sharpening and
other topics.
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The club is also beginning planning for our
March Event which is tentatively scheduled for
March 19th, 2022. Assuming that we are
cleared for larger general gatherings, we have
scheduled Nick Agar to be our headline
demonstrator for the event. We will be working
with Nick to schedule a series of classes with
him while he is in town.
Your club Board is starting to look at the
possibility of holding our summer picnic in
August. We cannot forecast what the state
(Continued on next page)
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President's Letter (Cont'd)
guidelines will be for group outdoor gatherings, but we want to be ready if we are able to meet.
We are currently verifying the venue. As we move forward, we will keep informed.

Rod Parker

President's Creative Challenge
Remember we gave members an extra month on
the April challenge, so this month the challenge
will be to show your work inspired by Craig
Timmerman’s inlay processes or with Alan
Stratton’s Celtic Knot process. For those members
who want a little extra challenge lets see who does
a combination of the two techniques!

Quick Tip - Bowl Turning
LOOK UP
When turning the outside of a bowl, stop watching the
gouge. Instead, look at the top edge of the bowl while
you turn. The top edge of the bowl is the live path you
are creating. Let your body, arms and hands do their
work and pay attention to subtle adjustments needed by
watching the top edge of the bowl as it forms.
It isn’t easy to look away from the gouge at first. Practice
until you no longer need to see the gouge to know it is
doing its job.
Excerpted from turnawoodbowl.com

2

Sawdust Saturdays Are Kicking Off (Finally)
By Giovanni Monteferrante
For all you newbies, not so newbies, and
anyone interested in learning or enhancing
their Woodturning skills, our club has an
on-going program fondly known as
Sawdust Saturdays. On the last Saturday
of most months, we utilize the woodturning studio of one of our generous
members (Garret Van Ness) which has 9
complete lathe stations with accessories.
For a contribution of only $10, (mostly to cover materials and refreshments) you can treat
yourself to a vast array of topics with hands-on turning, taught by one or more of your fellow
NWW members. Classes normally run from 9:00 am to 3:00 pm, with a break for brown bag
lunches (no stores or restaurants close by). Get your reservations in now as there are only 8
slots available to students!!!
Reply to Giovanni Monteferrante - sawdustsaturdaychairman@gmail.com with any questions
or comments, or to get on the signup list. A sign up sheet will also be available at the club
events.
Coming right up:

Sign up NOW!

May 22 - WoodTurning Basics

What is a lathe, and which end do I use? What is the difference
between a headstock and a tailstock? Which gouge is what and why
are they different? How do I get started? What are the different safety
issues I need to be aware of? These are just some of the questions that
will be answered to your heart's content.

AAW Virtual Woodturning Symposium
July 17‐18, 2021
(for more information, click here)
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April Program Recap
Our April demonstrator was Alan Stratton who hails from
Lindon, Utah. He is a multi-faceted turner who has been a
prolific contributor of woodturning videos on YouTube. His
topic for the evening was creating N-loop Celtic knot turnings.
After a brief but underscored reminder about the importance
of safety and common sense, including using both hearing
and respiratory protection, Alan began his explanation of the
basic method for creating Celtic knots. The knots can have
two to six loops, or an even greater number if desired. For
this demo, Alan made a knot with three loops.

Alan Stratton

Although Alan provides an excellent explanation of the
process of making Celtic loops in one of his many
YouTube videos (you can review the video here), a
quick summary of the steps is given below.
1. Begin by turning down the piece to a smooth
cylinder. Alan recommended that the cylinder have a
diameter that is no larger than what can be cut with
your tablesaw when its blade is raised to maximum
height. Cut a tenon on both ends of the cylinder.
2. Create a paper template of an equal sided polygon
with the number of sides equal to the number of loops
you want in your knot. The size of the polygon is just
large enough so that the cylinder will fit within its sides.

3. Using the paper template as a guide,
trace 2 exact copies onto a piece of thin
plywood, hardboard or similar material
and cut them out using your bandsaw
or jigsaw. Drill a small hole in the
precise center of both templates.
4. Being careful to line up the center
hole on the template with the center
hole of the wood cylinder, screw and
hot glue a template to each end of the
cylinder. Make sure the template sides
align (rotate one template as needed so
that the templates sit flat on their sides).

(Continued on next page)
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April Program Recap (Cont'd)
5. Your tablesaw will be used to cut through the
cylinder at an angle and the kerf will be filled with a
slice of contrasting wood. Cut a piece of scrap wood
on the tablesaw and use the resulting kerf as a guide
to determine the thickness of the thin slices of wood.
The sliced pieces are usually cut using the bandsaw.
Each slice should slide into the kerf by hand without
undue tightness. You will need one slice of wood per
loop. Place these thin pieces aside for later.

6. Using a tablesaw sled, hot glue scrap
pieces to hold the cylinder and its attached
templates in place at an oblique angle to
the cylinder's axis.
7. Hot glue a scrap of wood to the top of
the cylinder do that it will remain stable
after the kerf is cut.
8. Raise the blade to very nearly cut the
cylinder in half diagonally. Move the sled
forward to make the cut. Lift and remove
the cut piece from the sled.
9. Glue one of the pre-cut wood slices
into the saw kerf using epoxy. Use 5minute epoxy if you are dextrous and in a
hurry, or longer curing epoxy (15-30 min)
if you want to be more relaxed.
10. Repeat Steps 7 to 9 for each side of
the template (Alan's demonstration had 3
loops, so he made a total of 3 saw cuts).

Note: The epoxy glue-up process tends to be quite sticky and messy, so be sure to protect
your work surface with plastic sheeting. Wear old clothes, nitrile gloves, and eye protection.
Have some rags and denatured alcohol or acetone on hand for cleanup.
(Continued on next page)
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April Program Recap (Cont'd)
11. Remove the templates and remount
the cylinder on the lathe using one of its
tenons in a 4 jaw chuck. Turn the outside
to the desired diameter and shape.

12. Other embellishments, such as a
base and lip of contrasting wood, can be
added at this time.

13. Using an appropriate sized Forstner bit,
drill out the inside. Then sand all surfaces,
inside and out.

14. Apply your finish of choice and let it
dry thoroughly.

15. You're done! Sit back and admire your piece!
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Upcoming Programs

May 20, 2021 - Tim Yoder will be putting on an IRD
presentation designed particularly for new turners. A
renowned TV personality who did 4 seasons of
woodturning on PBS, he will present the basic
FUNdamentals of turning as he steps through several
projects. Don't miss this one!

- Our guest presenter will be Frank Penta
from North Carolina who has been woodturning since
1977. His work integrates function and aesthetics with
fine detailing and finishing to enhance the natural beauty
of the wood. Frank's one-of-a-kind designs are exhibited in
private collections and sold through museums and
galleries. For his demonstration he will be showing us
how to create a laminated bowl.

June 17, 2021

- Perennial favorite Eric Lofstrom from
Enumclaw, WA will be providing a demonstration either in
person (we hope, State regulations permitting) or via Zoom
-- he is adept at both. Several potential topics are in the
works and a final determination is yet to be made.
Regardless of the topic, you can be assured of a quality
demonstration.

July 15, 2021
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Our Coming Demonstrator
The May meeting will be an IRD via Zoom featuring Tim
Yoder of Tulsa, Oklahoma. This is a unique program in that it
will focus on woodturning projects for the beginning
woodturner. If you are new to the club and woodturning, this
is THE program for you. If you have friends or family that may

be interested in joining the club and woodturning please feel
free to invite them as guests to the meeting. If you are an
experienced woodturner you may pick up some teaching
techniques from Tim’s demonstration that could be used to
help the newer woodturners among us.

Tim Yoder is a nationally awarded television producer,
Tim Yoder
photographer and editor. Tim has over 39 years of broadcast
television experience and has been turning for over 20 years. He uses that combination of
skills to bring a unique perspective and approach to teaching woodturning
During his presentation Tim will show how to turn four functional and fun projects: a
Rolling Pin, a Basic Bowl, a Spinning Top and a Honey Dipper. Each project focuses on how
to use the basic woodturning tools: the Roughing Gouge, the Bowl Gouge, the Bowl Scraper,
the Spindle Gouge and the Parting Tool. In addition Tim will demonstrate how to apply
different finishes and embellishments to the wood.

Woodturning Workshop with Tim Yoder
ran for four seasons and 65 episodes. It
still reruns on the PBS Create network to
this day. After the Emmy awarded show
was put on ‘hiatus’ by the station
management, my director, photographer
and now business partner Bryan Crain
and I revived the show on YouTube. We
have produced over 200 woodturning
videos. With the support of you and our
loyal sponsors we see nothing but great
shavings ahead.”

I would encourage you to check out Tim’s web site https://wtwtim.com/ and his You Tube
channel “Woodturning with Tim Yoder”. Tim also manufactures the Elbo Hollowing Tool
System and other woodturning tools under the brand Tim’s Tools.
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Know Your Woods
Camphor (Cinnamomum camphora), also referred to as Camphor

Laurel, is native to southeast Asia, but widely planted throughout
tropical and subtropical regions worldwide. Trees grow 65-100 ft tall
with trunk diameters of 2-4 ft.
Heartwood color can be highly variable depending on growing
conditions; generally a light brown, frequently with shades of gray, red,
or olive green. Occasionally contains darker streaks. Paler sapwood
isn't always clearly differentiated from the heartwood. Burls are
commonly seen and considered highly decorative.
The grain can be straight, interlocked, and/or wavy. Uniform medium
texture with a high natural luster and a slightly greasy feel. Rot
resistance rated as durable
Camphor wood's moderate density makes it easy to shape and
machine. Glues and finishes well. It has a very characteristic odor
when worked. The lingering scent of camphor is reported to inhibit
silver from tarnishing and ward off moths.
From THE WOOD DATABASE
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Turning on the Web* ...
Contributed by Rick Anderson
You turned and sanded the outside of your
bowl, then turned and sanded the inside. Your
bowl is done? Not quite….the bottom portion
that is in the chuck or attached to a faceplate
still needs to be turned and sanded. Several
methods are available to accomplish this.
A Jam Chuck is fairly easy and, using scrap
wood, inexpensive but for a salad bowl it will
require a large piece of wood to create a jam
chuck which may only be usable 1 time. It’s
also the most time consuming.

Jumbo Jaws aka Cole Jaws require a chuck to attach to. If the chuck is used in multiple ways
then it takes time to change the chuck jaws to the Jumbo Jaws. This is a very practical
solution…..until you need to turn the bottom of a natural edge bowl!

A Longworth Chuck works quite well and is easily adaptable to your bowl size. You can buy a
ready made Longworth Chuck or make your own from numerous plans available online. But
again, it will not accommodate turning the bottom of a natural edge bowl.
A Vacuum Chuck system, however, will mount any bowl, including a natural edge bowl for
turning the bottom…..provided there are no holes in the bowl. It is certainly not the least
expensive route, but it is very versatile and easy to set up once you have put together your
system. This month we will look at what it takes to set up your own vacuum system.
First, the basics of a vacuum chucking system in an article by Ralph Rochon. Ralph presents
numerous sketches describing the principles involved as well as the parts and pieces needed to
assemble your own system.

http://bayouwoodturner.org/uploads/3/4/0/0/34006899/201205_rrochon_vacuum_chucking.pdf
Following are 2 sets of 2 part YouTube videos that go into quite complete detail on putting
together your own system.
Steve Criscenzo Part 1: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v= T1 O96eu1 _AA
Steve Criscenzo Part 2: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v= 99pINnZI4VQ
Jim Rodgers Part 1: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v= DFwu2ByFeJo
Jim Rodgers Part 2: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v= 02QFXlsLLPc

(Continued on next page)
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Turning on the Web (Cont'd)
Keep in mind that any system will have to be tailored to your particular lathe. There is likely
an article or video online applicable to your lathe as well as there are numerous members of
our club with a variety of lathes who have set up vacuum chucking systems. Don't be
reluctant to ask for their input!

*The internet contains a wealth of information of value to woodturners. Some is direct “how to”
articles and videos ...other resources provide inspiration and techniques which can be applied to our
craft. But remember, the internet is unedited, so beware of poor and unsafe techniques.

Next Store & Library Event
by Tom Thornton
The club will once again be hosting a parking lot event (weather permitting, of course),
featuring our full library and store resources, as well as a wood raffle. Raffle tickets are $1.00
each or 6 for $5.00.
For renewing members, your 2021 membership card will be available for you to pick up. For
new members, both your membership card and your name tag will be available.
We will be at the usual location, Hillcrest Lodge in Mt. Vernon, on Saturday,
The festivities will run from 11 :00 am to 12:30 pm , with the raffle at 11:45.
Hope to see you there.

Tom
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May15 .

The Tenacity of Trees!
This is the twelfth in a series of pictures demonstrating the determination to survive. Contributed by Les Books.

Roots to Mainland
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Club Contacts
Northwest Washington Woodturners
P.O. Box 31
Mt. Vernon, WA 98373

President

Membership Chairperson

Vice President

Education Outreach Chairperson

Secretary

Mentoring Chairperson

Treasurer

Sawdust Saturday Chairperson

Members at Large

Librarian

Giovanni Monteferrante
Memberatlarge2@nwwwt.org

Gallery Photographer

Rod Parker
President@nwwwt.org

Sherri Greenleaf (Temporary Acting)
Membership@nwwwt.org

Angela Hills (Interim)
VicePresident@nwwwt.org

George Way
Outreach@nwwwt.org

Norman Lanford
Secretary@nwwwt.org

Rod Parker (Acting)
Mentors@nwwwt.org

Phil Kezele
Treasurer@nwwwt.org

Giovanni Monteferrante
SawdustSaturday@nwwwt.org

Sherri Greenleaf
Memberatlarge1@nwwwt.org

Tal Birdsong
Librarian@nwwwt.org
Ron Radliff
Photographer@nwwwt.org

Rick Terney
Memberatlarge3@nwwwt.org

Newsletter Editor

Ray Shields
Newsletter@nwwwt.org

Tom Thornton
Memberatlarge4@nwwwt.org

Programs Chairperson
David Pettenski
Programs@nwwwt.org

Website Manager

Ray Shields
Web@nwwwt.org
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Classified Ads
This space is set aside for contributors and for members to advertise free of charge to sell or purchase tools, wood,
etc. Please submit your ad to the Newsletter Editor by the last Thursday of the month or submit it to him at the
meeting for inclusion in the next month's newsletter.

Have some hand-me-down tools
you would like to donate?
Contact our Store Manager, Tom
Thornton (chippytom44@gmail.com),
or bring the tools to a weekend
parking lot sale. Thank you!!!

to our Club members

1401 E St
Bellingham, WA 98225
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Ads (Cont'd)

Rose Engine Lathe For Sale

Rose Engine Lathe for ornamental turning
Upgraded with
• 6 Rossettes
• Double rubbers
• Two frames, standard and universal
• Added drive motor in lieu of hand crank
Misc. supplies included

Over $1500 to build

Asking $1000

Contact Rick Terney

425-213-4353
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Ads (Cont'd)

Please note that Craft Supplies provides our club with
several hundred dollars in Gift Certificates each year.
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Ads (Cont'd)

Outtakes
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