Northwest Washington Woodturners

A Local Chapter of the American Association of Woodturners

Monthly Newsletter for May, 2021

About NWW...

President's Letter

The Club meets every 3rd Thursday of the
month. There is no meeting in Dec. Time:
6:30pm No host dinner beginning at 5:30pm.

Fellow NWWT members,

by Rod Parker

I’m pleased to let you know that we have
restarted our Sawdust Saturday sessions in May.
Giovanni Monteferrante led the Intro to
Woodturning session with three members from
our club and a guest from the Northwest Corner
Woodworkers Association. Elsewhere in this
newsletter Giovanni will be discussing our plans
for upcoming Sawdust Saturday events. I
encourage you to sign up for sessions that
interest you and/or volunteer to lead or assist in
the sessions.
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We meet at Hillcrest Park Lodge in Mt.
Vernon, WA. Exit I-5 at Kincaid St (Exit 226).
Turn east up Kincaid to S. 13th St, turn right
(south). Hillcrest Park is approx. 6 blocks
south on 13th St. The Lodge is located in the
NW corner of the parking lot, beyond the
tennis courts.
Meetings are open to anyone interested in
woodturning. All skill levels from beginners
to advanced turners are welcome.

The City of Mount Vernon has informed us that
they are closing all their facilities for the
remainder of the year. The Board has been
exploring other venues to hold our meetings
when we are able to return to in-person
meetings. We have expectations we will be able
to resume our meetings in July with Eric
Lofstrom’s presentation. Certainly hope that
comes to pass. We do not have anything formal
in writing but are optimistic that we can work
out facility details by the July meeting date. We
will keep you updated as details develop.
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We are hopeful that the Anacortes Arts Festival
will resume this year, even if it is a smaller
event. George Way is tracking that event for us
and will let us know as planning continues.
Sadly, it appears the top turning events in both
Bellingham and Mount Vernon that we
normally participate in will not be held this
year.
Finally, we are continuing to plan for a club
picnic in August. As we develop more
information, we will let you know so you can
(Continued on next page)
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President's Letter (Cont'd)
save the date on your calendar.

Rod Parker

President's Creative Challenge
In keeping with the planned June Sawdust
Saturday session, which will be Introduction to
Spindle Turning, please show your favorite
spindle turning project. Extra points if you have
a spindle project that also includes a Celtic
Knot!

Celtic Fun
Speaking of Celtic knots, Prez Parker
savored some inner amusement as he
turned this piece which he titled (with
tongue in cheek) "Untied Celtic Knot
Bowl". It is made of ash with dyed maple
stripes. Charming and intriguing.
So far, Rod has not divulged the secrets of
its contruction, but perhaps a token offering
(a fine bourbon or maybe a Cohiba
Esplendido?) would loosen his tongue....
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Sawdust Saturdays Are Kicking Off (Finally)
By Giovanni Monteferrante
For all you newbies, not so newbies, and
anyone interested in learning or enhancing
their Woodturning skills, our club has an
on-going program fondly known as
Sawdust Saturdays. On the last Saturday
of most months, we utilize the woodturning studio of one of our generous
members (Gerrit Van Ness) which has 9
complete lathe stations with accessories.

For a contribution of only $10, (mostly to cover materials and refreshments) you can treat
yourself to a vast array of topics with hands-on turning, taught by one or more of your fellow
NWW members. Classes normally run from 9:00 am to 3:00 pm, with a break for brown bag
lunches (no stores or restaurants close by). Get your reservations in now as there are only 8
slots available to students!!!
Reply to Giovanni Monteferrante - sawdustsaturday@nwwwt.org with any questions or
comments, or to get on the signup list. A sign up sheet will also be available at the club events.
Coming up soon:

Sign up NOW!

June 26 - Intro to Spindle Turning

No experience necessary! Have you always wanted to create the
candle holder of your dreams? Fashion your own hairpin for holding
up those curls? What about recreating that missing baluster for your
banister?? This month's Sawdust Saturday class will cover all you need
to get started and turning those long? smooth? curves?

Upcoming Classes to look forward to:
July 31 - Get a Handle On This!

-

Making your own tool handles.

Coming soon to a Studio near us!

Bowl Me Over - Intro to Bowls
Can You Top This? - Turning Tops
Ornamentation Is The Name of the Game - Turn
You've Got the Magic Touch - Intro to Platters
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Simple Ornaments for the Holidays

May Program Recap
Our May demonstrator was Tim Yoder, a nationally awarded
television producer, photographer and editor. He currently is
living in Tulsa, Oklahoma. Tim has over 39 years of broadcast
television experience and has been turning for over 20 years.
He uses that combination of skills to bring a unique perspective and approach to teaching woodturning.

Woodturning Workshop with Tim Yoder ran for four seasons
and 65 episodes. It still reruns on the PBS Create network to
this day. More recently, Tim and his business partner Bryan
Crain revived the show on YouTube. He has produced over
200 woodturning videos.

Tim Yoder

During his evening demonstration Tim turned three functional and fun projects: a Rolling
Pin, a Basic Bowl, and a Honey Dipper (he had planned to also include a spin top, but ran
short on time). Within these projects he focused on how to use standard woodturning tools:
the roughing gouge, bowl gouge, scraper, spindle gouge and parting tool.
The first project Tim turned was a rolling pin, and
specifically a French rolling pin, where both ends
taper down gradually to a smaller diameter. Starting
with 2x2 inch hardwood stock about 17 inches long,
the rolling pin was turned almost exclusively with a
spindle roughing gouge. In addition to describing the
standard A-B-C technique, he stressed the reasoning
behind and importance of only using the roughing
gouge for SPINDLE work -- it's not for bowl turning.
When the rolling pin was essentially complete, Tim
did use a parting tool to cut down both ends (he did
not part them off completely, leaving that task to a
small saw with the lathe off).
If you wish, you can view a brief YouTube video on
turning a rolling pin that Tim created some years ago
in a series for Craft Supplies. It is not very detailed,
but turning this style of rolling pin is not overly
complex.
The next project that Tim demonstrated was turning a basic bowl. He had previously used a
bandsaw to cut a round bowl blank, then firmly attached it to the lathe using a woodscrew.
Before turning on the lathe, be sure the the speed control is set very low and that the blank

(Continued on next page)
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May Program Recap (Cont'd)
does not hit the toolrest when the wood is rotated by
hand. These are important safety measures, but are easy
to forget until it becomes a habit.
Using a sharp bowl gouge, Tim then made a series of
step cuts in order to form the outside shape of the bowl
(see photo below). The progressive small steps make
cutting the outside easier because they help prevent the
gouge from sliding or skipping. Keeping in mind that the
base of the bowl should be approximately one third the
bowl's outside diameter, Tim did not make any steps in
the central third of the bowl's bottom.
Once happy with the basic shape, a few
pull cuts with the gouge will remove the
steps and smooth the outside contour. For
aesthetic reasons try to maintain a fair
curve with no uneven dips or flat areas.
The outside of the bowl can then be
sanded through progressive grits to remove
any tool marks. Depending on the finish, a
final grit of 360 to 400 is usually quite
satisfactory.

The bowl will need to be reversed on the
lathe in order to cut the interior. Using a
4-jaw chuck, either a tenon or recess on
the bowl can be used. For the demo,
Tim made a recess, then used a skew
chisel to cut a dovetail shape on the edge
of the recess for his chuck's jaws to fit
into. The recess does not need to be
deep, 3/16 to 1/4 inch is plenty adequate.

Once the recess is complete and the bowl has been reversed and firmly re-attached to the
lathe, it is time to begin removing wood from the interior. Tim opted to leave the sides of the
bowl relatively thick, a healthy 1/2 inch or so. He felt it gave the bowl a pleasing look and
also provided more wiggle room for those new to turning bowls.

(Continued on next page)
5

May Program Recap (Cont'd)
Using the same bowl gouge he had used for the
exterior of the bowl, Tim began making a series
of stepped troughs into the interior of the bowl.
The steps help keep the gouge from skating
backward as the depth is increased. Beginning at
the center, the troughs are progressively
deepened and the interior of the bowl is slowly
contoured to be parallel with the outside
contour.

Tim used a negative rake scraper to do
the final shaping of the bowl's interior.
A sharp negative rake scraper is less
aggressive and easier to control than a
standard scraper. It can smooth the
inner surface with minimal torn grain.
The surface can then be sanded
through the various grits, similar to the
outside surface.

The bowl is then ready for its finish,
whether that is walnut oil, salad bowl
finish, Watco oil, wipe-on polyurethane,
or other finish of your choosing.
Alternatively, some prefer wax only, or
sometimes no finish at all.
Here is a link to Tim Yoder's YouTube
video on turning a basic bowl .

The final project that Tim turned for us was a honey dipper. Honey dippers are fun and quick
to make. Tim used a 1x1 inch piece of maple around 7-8 inches long, although cherry, walnut,
holly, or almost any other hardwood would work.
The wood is mounted on the lathe between centers. Tim turned the blank round using a
spindle roughing gouge. Because the diameter is so small, a higher speed setting can be used.
Once the blank is a smooth round cylinder, Tim used a pencil to make some reference marks.

(Continued on next page)
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May Program Recap (Cont'd)
He came in about a half inch from both ends and
made marks -- this will be the finished length of the
honey dipper (so, if your blank started off at 7" long,
your honey dipper's final length will be about 6").
Next, he made another pencil line about 1 1/2
inches in from the first mark on the tailstock side of
the piece. This is where the "business end" of the
honey dipper will be. On the opposite end, come
in about 1 inch and make a mark. This will be the
bulb at the end of the handle to add balance to the
piece.
Using a spindle gouge, Tim formed the dipper end
by starting between the 1 1/2 inch marks and
rounding both sides. He then penciled reference
lines for the grooves in the dipper, and cut them
using a parting tool (see pictures below).

Returning to the same spindle
gouge he had used before, Tim
narrowed the diameter of the
piece's middle section. Tim also
reduced the diameter at the end of
the handle and used the spindle
gouge to shape a bulb there.
Tim used the tip of a skew chisel to make three
decorative lines, then emphasized the lines by
burning them in with a wire.
Next, Tim carefully sanded the piece on the lathe as
it turned. Once the honey dipper was sanded
smooth, he used his
spindle gouge to carefully
remove wood from both
ends, and could then
safely saw the remaining
connection points and
sand them smooth. To finish the honey dipper, Tim generally
prefers to use walnut or mineral oil applied with a paper towel.
Here is a link to Tim's video on turning a honey dipper.
Tim's demo was running long, so he opted not to turn his last project, which was to be a top.
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Upcoming Programs
- Our guest presenter will be Frank Penta
from North Carolina who has been woodturning since 1977.
His work integrates function and aesthetics with fine
detailing and finishing to enhance the natural beauty of the
wood. Frank's one-of-a-kind designs are exhibited in private
collections and sold through museums and galleries. For
his demonstration he will be showing us how to create a
Southwestern style laminated bowl (see next page for a link
to his detailed handout).

June 17, 2021

Since he lives in the eastern U.S., his

promptly at 6 pm

demo will begin

- Perennial favorite Eric Lofstrom from
Enumclaw, WA will be providing a demonstration either in
person (we hope, circumstances permitting) or via Zoom -he is adept at both. Several potential topics are in the
works and a final determination is yet to be made.
Regardless of the topic, you can be assured of a quality
demonstration.

July 15, 2021

August, 2021 - Looking forward to a having a relaxing
club Potluck Picnic this year? We certainly are! After last

year's event was canceled due to COVID-19, we are doing
our best to bring back this cherished tradition and it looks
like it is going to happen (knock on wood....). It is by no
means finalized at this juncture, so don't get your taste
buds all in a tizzy just yet, but it appears reasonably
promising at this point. Look for further information in the
next newsletter edition.
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Our Coming Demonstrator
The June meeting will be an IRD via Zoom at 6:00 pm
featuring Frank Penta of Chapil Hill, North Carolina. Frank
has been involved in woodworking throughout his life. Since
1977 he has focused specifically on woodturning. His work
integrates function and aesthetics with fine detailing and
finishing to enhance the natural beauty of the wood. Frank's
one-of-a-kind designs are exhibited in private collections and
sold through museums and galleries.

Frank Penta

Frank has been a demonstrator at numerous woodturning
clubs as well as regional and national symposia. He has
conducted workshops in a variety of settings including John C. Campbell Folk School,
Arrowmont School of Arts and Crafts and the Appalachian Center for Crafts.

Frank's professional experience in education is reflected in his teaching ability and the high
quality of his woodturning classes, demonstrations, and instructional materials.
His work has been has featured in American Woodturner magazine,and he is coauthor of
the book Woodturning Tools, Techniques, and Projects.
For his demonstration, Frank will be
showing how to turn a laminated
bowl with a Southwest design. This
technique involves laminating
several different species/colors of
wood around a sacrificial center
and sandwiched between two solid
wood pieces. The bowl is turned
and the laminations revealed a
design as planned by the turner.
The result is similar to segmented
turning only not involving the
meticulous cutting and gluing of
many small pieces.

NOTE: THIS DEMONSTRATION
WILL START AT 6:00 PM PACIFIC
TIME.
Here is a copy of Frank Penta's

Southwestern Bowl handout

explaining the process with detailed
diagrams and photographs.
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Know Your Woods
Pistachio (Pistachia vera), is native to Iran but also cultivated in the

Mediterranean and Middle East regions, and California. The nut trees
grow 20-30 ft tall with trunk diameters of 6-15 inches.
Heartwood color can be highly variable, from a light olive green to an
orangish or purplish brown, frequently with darker brown to black
stripes. Pale yellow/gray sapwood is moderately wide and is
demarcated from the heartwood. Similar to orchard-grown Claro
Walnut, some sections of Pistachio can be found with graft lines
present in the wood where the scion has been grafted onto the
rootstock.
Because of the small size of the tree, the grain tends to be wild or
irregular, with bark inclusions also common.
Known much more famously for its edible nuts, the wood of Pistachio
trees is uniquely beautiful, though not often seen or used in wooden
objects. Much like Olive trees, Pistachio trees are much more valuable
on orchards for their food production, and are generally valued for
their lumber.
From THE WOOD DATABASE
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Turning on the Web* ...
Contributed by Rick Anderson
Our demonstrator for our last virtual meeting,
Tim Yoder, mentioned that he had done a
series of YouTube videos on catches. Indeed he
did…..6 videos…...a separate one for each tool
we use, often with dramatic examination of a
catch in progress as well as explanation of
what is occurring. Seeing catches close up and
in slow motion helps in understanding how
catches occur. It is also a significant key to
understanding good tool control.
Quite often catches occur not when actually turning, but when moving the tool while it is still
close to the wood. This seems to happen more often when distracted or we are getting tired. A
good sign that it’s time for a break! Even though we have previously looked at this subject, it’s
definitely worth the time to re-visit!

Catches-Part 1 : Roughing Gouge
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v= r8Ual0mhmVs
Catches-Part 2: Bowl Gouge
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v= 0T9m2DadbhQ
Catches-Part 3: Spindle gouge
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v= -9CVfpGI9zc
Catches-Part 4: Scrapers
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v= ObTYKYx156Y
Catches-Part 5: Skew
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v= moFy0PVEZzw
Catches-Part 6: Parting Tool
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v= RtUVjAiRAKU

*The internet contains a wealth of information of value to woodturners. Some is direct “how to”
articles and videos ...other resources provide inspiration and techniques which can be applied to our
craft. But remember, the internet is unedited, so beware of poor and unsafe techniques.
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Next Store & Library Event
by Tom Thornton
The club will be hosting a parking lot event featuring our full library and store resources, as
well as a wood raffle. Raffle tickets are $1.00 each or 6 for $5.00.
For renewing members, your 2021 membership card will be available for you to pick up. For
new members, both your membership card and your name tag will be available.

Saturday, June 19 .

We will be at the usual location, Hillcrest Lodge in Mt. Vernon, on
The festivities will run from 11 :00 am to 12:30 pm , with the raffle at 11:45.
Hope to see you there.

Tom

Leibrant Open House
Long time club member and professional bowl turner
extraordinaire Vernon Leibrant extends an open invitation
to any and all club members to visit him in his shop
during the month of June when he will be busy turning
more bowls. 3807 Cabrant Road in Everson . Please give a
call before you come on out: 360-966-5183 .
If you have not been to Vernon's shop before, you are in
for an awesome treat. If you have, you know about his
hefty custom lathe and other unique aspects of his shop,
so head over for a gander at his latest work.

12

The Tenacity of Trees!
This is the thirteenth in a series of pictures demonstrating the determination to survive. Contributed by Les Books.

Tree tomb
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Club Contacts
Northwest Washington Woodturners
P.O. Box 31
Mt. Vernon, WA 98373

President

Membership Chairperson

Rod Parker
President@nwwwt.org

Sherri Greenleaf
Will Alexander
Membership@nwwwt.org

Vice President

Education Outreach Chairperson

TBD
VicePresident@nwwwt.org

George Way
Outreach@nwwwt.org

Secretary

Mentoring Chairperson

Norman Lanford
Secretary@nwwwt.org

Rod Parker (Acting)
Mentors@nwwwt.org

Treasurer

Sawdust Saturday Chairperson

Phil Kezele
Treasurer@nwwwt.org

Giovanni Monteferrante
SawdustSaturday@nwwwt.org

Members at Large

Librarian

Sherri Greenleaf
Memberatlarge1@nwwwt.org

Tal Birdsong
Librarian@nwwwt.org

Giovanni Monteferrante
Memberatlarge2@nwwwt.org

Gallery Photographer

Ron Radliff
Photographer@nwwwt.org

Rick Terney
Memberatlarge3@nwwwt.org

Newsletter Editor

Tom Thornton
Memberatlarge4@nwwwt.org

Ray Shields
Newsletter@nwwwt.org

Programs Chairperson
David Pettenski
Programs@nwwwt.org

Website Manager

Ray Shields
Web@nwwwt.org
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Classified Ads
This space is set aside for contributors and for members to advertise free of charge to sell or purchase tools, wood,
etc. Please submit your ad to the Newsletter Editor by the last Thursday of the month or submit it to him at the
meeting for inclusion in the next month's newsletter.

Have some hand-me-down tools
you would like to donate?
Contact our Store Manager, Tom
Thornton (chippytom44@gmail.com),
or bring the tools to a weekend
parking lot sale. Thank you!!!

to our Club members

1401 E St
Bellingham, WA 98225
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Ads (Cont'd)

If you missed Seri Robinson's talk when she visited with us a couple of years back
(or if you are interested in a refresher), you can get one in Seattle -- SEE BELOW:
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Ads (Cont'd)

Please note that Craft Supplies provides our club with
several hundred dollars in Gift Certificates each year.
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Ads (Cont'd)

Outtakes
Tim Yoder gets an inspired idea for a new kitchen accessory....
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