To keep those little bottles of CA from falling over
on your shelf, make a caddy to hold them. A 2x4
and a forstner bit does the job nicely. I have one
for all my spare CA and another that I can take to
the workbench which holds thin, medium, thick,
and accelerator.

To keep your bandsaw blade from getting blood on
it when cutting small pieces, use a Jorgensen type
clamp to hold the piece while cutting.

Go/No Go gauge for making tenons or recesses for
your chuck. One side has the min and max tenon
sizes for a particular set of jaws. It'll fit right over
the tenon with the tailstock in place. The other
side has min and max gauges for the recess when
using a chuck in expansion mode.

Do you sometimes need a little extra force
removing your chuck from the spindle. Use an oil
filter strap wrench with a rubber strap. Thanks to
Dennis Shinn for this little tip.
You can get them in sets of two different sizes for
very little at Harbor Freight.

Since I'm the only one who reuses sandpaper,
most people won't need this little tip. However, in
my shop, I use several mouse traps to hold bits of
sandpaper that still have life in them. I've
removed all parts but the bail and attached them
to a board in front of my lathe. A little piece of
(red in this case) duct tape serves as a convenient
handle to lift the bail.

For abranet or Velcro backed sand paper, I've run a
length of Velcro hook tape across the front of my
tool rack.

A Jig for measuring bowl bottom thickness
I found a jig similar to this on line and modified it for my own situation. It shows the amount of wood
left before you hit the chuck jaws.

This jig has a piece of wood that rides on top of the
ways and a narrower piece that rides between
them to keep it straight. The dowel (arrow)
provides a positive stop and registration point
when it contacts the cross member (other arrow)
of my ways. If your ways don't have a cross
member like that, you could make the whole thing
so it registers against the base of the headstock.

To "calibrate", move the jig forward until the
dowel (underneath) contacts the cross member.
Slide the long dowel forward until it contacts the
chuck jaws (or metal ruler held across the jaws).
The blue tape marks the zero point on the end of
the long dowel.

To measure the thickness, move the tail stock out
of the way and put the jig on the ways. Slide it
forward until the bottom dowel strikes the cross
member. Move the long dowel until it touches the
bottom of the bowl. The space between the
upright and the blue tape is the thickness of the
wood to the chuck jaws.
If you're making a funnel, you don't need this jig.

