Northwest Washington Woodturners
A Local Chapter of the American Association of Woodturners

Monthly Newsletter for May 2012

Northwest Washington
Woodturners...

meets every third Thursday of the
month. There is no meeting in
December.
We meet at Hillcrest Park Lodge in
Mt. Vernon, WA. Exit I-5 at Kincaid
St, exit 226. Turn east up Kincaid to
So. 13th St, turn right (south).
Hillcrest Park is approx. 6 blocks
south on 13th St. The Lodge is
located in the northwest corner of
the parking lot beyond the tennis
courts. Meetings are open to anyone
interested in woodturning. All skill
levels from beginners to advanced
turners are welcome.
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President's Letter
Greetings!
Our Newsletter has a new look this month… thanks
to our new Editor Ray Shields. However, many of
the contributors to the Newsletter will be familiar.
New contributions are always welcome. If you have
something of interest why not put together an article
to share with your fellow members…..maybe a new
project, technique, or experience (catches included).
It doesn’t have to be fancy writing….just share your
knowledge and experience. For more information
contact Ray at rayshields@msn.com.
Also, there have been some changes on our website.
Jesse Charette has brought our Calendar up to date.
If you are wondering what activities and events lie
ahead the Calendar is the place to go. If you know
of activities and events that aren’t listed please be
sure to let Jesse know. You can email him at
jesse.charette@gmail.com.
I’m pleased to announce that we have a new
Secretary. Well, actually 2 new Secretaries. Robbie
Shinn volunteered to fill the position. She also
volunteered Dennis to be her Co-Secretary. Thanks
Robbie and Dennis…..your continued support of our
club is greatly appreciated!
I recently attended an all day demonstration by
Dixie Biggs at the Greater Vancouver Woodturners
Guild. They, like the Seattle club have 3 or 4 such
events each year. They are similar to our club’s all
day demos, but you will have to take your own
lunch. These demos cost $30 for an entire day of
learning from some of the world’s best woodturners.
A few of our members regularly attend these events
so there often are opportunities for car pooling.
(continued on page 2)
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President's Letter (cont'd)
These demos are a great way to increase your knowledge of our craft. We will try to make
mention of upcoming demos in our newsletter and calendar. Give one a try….you will find it
very worthwhile.
Speaking of all day demos…….coming to our club on March 23, 2013 will be David Ellsworth.
David is widely recognized as one of the true masters of our craft. His works are in a
multitude of collections world wide. He is also a founding member of AAW. In addition to
the all day demo, David will be leading hands-on classes on March 22 & 24. More
information will be coming forward as we work out all of the final details. We will begin
registration in October. Meanwhile, mark your calendars!!!
We have lots of activities coming up in July and August with Top Turning for Kids, Anacortes
Arts Festival where we demonstrate for 2 days plus our fun Potluck Picnic on August 11 th. If
you have never turned tops for the kids festivals I encourage you to give it a try. It’s FUN!!!
And if you haven’t turned tops there are a number of members who would be happy to mentor
you. Note: If you have read this far you are entitled to a free wood raffle ticket at the next
meeting. Just let the raffle ticket seller know you saw it in the newsletter!
Be sure to read the description of our upcoming program elsewhere in the Newsletter. Jim and
Gerrit’s program on forms is a “must see”. I saw this program shortly after I joined NWW and
it definitely was an influence on my learning. I believe you will find it an evening well spent.
I look forward to seeing you on the 21 st!
Okay……this letter is finished…….should I mow the lawn or turn wood???
Rick

David Ellsworth is coming!
Yes, it's true -- one of the preeminent turners of our time,
David Ellsworth, will be heading to our neck of the woods
in 201 3. Please make note of the dates below and
reserve them so that you don't miss out on this wonderful
opportunity.
All Day Demo: March 23, 201 3
Hands-On Classes: March 22 & 24, 201 3
Registration begins in October.
Fees & other details to be determined & will be posted
soon.
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May Meeting

Combining Metal & Wood

Inlaid Accents Add Elegance to Turned Wood Pieces
John Shrader
demonstrates at the
Northwest Washington
Woodturners May
general meeting

The craft of woodturning has over time evolved into an
art form unto itself. In the process, many artists have
incorporated other media into their work to transform an
otherwise graceful wooden bowl into something that
approaches fine jewelry. One such artist is our May
meeting demonstrator John Shrader.
After retiring from Boeing and a career in engineering
John returned to his first love, working with his hands. To
better appreciate the beauty of his work, visit his gallery at:

John is also an accomplished metal spinner as
demonstrated by the stunning silver & wood
goblet included in the display of his work at
the meeting. The price of silver puts it outside
the reach of the
average hobby
turner however
brass and nickel
or German
silver* are
affordable
materials to add
a jeweled glint
Using thick CA glue to apply the thin
to your work.

www.finewoodartists.com/gallery/shrader/john_shrader.htm
John showed how he inlays thin flat brass and silver wire
into a precisely cut grove around the perimeter of one of
his bowls. Working with such delicately thin turned
pieces requires support on the underside of the wood to
prevent vibration. He uses a sturdy leather glove to shield
his fingers from the heat the friction generates. The brass
wire is only 1 /32” thick, and John prefers to leave it just
slightly proud of the surface. Using the thick formula of CA
glue, two strips of the wire are adhered into the grove with
the ends offset to better hide the joints. Once the strips are
in place, thin CA glue is applied to lock them in place.
Finishing the wires flush to the wood is done with a
single cut mill file with the lathe turning at low speed:
Heat from friction could soften the CA glue if this were
done at high speed.
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Image courtesy of
www.finewoodartists.com/gallery/
shrader/john_shrader.htm

brass wire strips into the groove in
outside rim of the bowl

TIP

The wire ends need to be cut cleanly and
square to create a tight joint. Most wire
cutters need to be dressed flat on the
outside of the cutting edges to avoid a ‘V’
shaped impression on either side of the cut
ends. Even an inexpensive pair of nippers
can be ground to produce a nice flat end on
the wire.
*Note: Most references define nickel and German
silver as the same metal: an alloy of copper, zinc
and nickel. The proportions of each constituent
does vary from alloy to alloy. While all alloys have
a slight yellowish cast (as compared to polished
stainless steel or silver itself) anything less than
18% nickel will have a tendency to become more
yellow with age if not kept polished. [ed]

June Demo & Workshops
June’s regular meeting demonstration will be put on by two world famous turners, one from
our club and one from Idaho. Gerrit Van Ness and Jim Christiansen have developed a
program that they have given throughout the nation regarding form and design. This is a
demo you won’t want to miss since their presentation will be with you every time you turn a
piece of wood. They will help train your eyes and brain to see what small adjustments can
do to create a better looking piece.
Then, on Friday and Saturday, Jim will offer workshops to create three boxes that have
different forms. Part of the workshop will concentrate on creating the form and part will be
turning techniques that will allow you to make your boxes. His plan is for every attendee to
leave with three unique boxes and further training of your eyes and brain to watch for the
critical aspects of developing forms.
There are two spaces left for the Friday, June 22rd workshop and all eight spaces for the
Saturday, June 23rd workshop. The workshops will be held at Gerrit’s shop and will cost
$75. You won’t want to pass up this opportunity to develop your skills. Sign up sheets will
be available at the June 21 st meeting or you can send $75 to Greg Anderson to be sure you
have a spot in these outstanding workshops.

Jim Christiansen

Gerrit Van Ness

"Way of Life"

Petroglyph Box

Volunteer needed with website or graphic design experience.

We are forming a small team to redesign the club website. We could use one more
persons to help decide on -- and possibly help implement -- new layout, content, and
features. If you are interested, please contact Jesse Charette at web@nwwwt.org.
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Sedro Wooley HS Woodturning

George Way spends his second day with the Sedro Woolley High School Wood Shop
classes demonstrating making goblets. He turned one goblet for each of Mike Stewart’s five
classes. Also, a big thanks to Jerry Holmes, who provided four maple blanks for the students
to turn 12” salad bowls. At the end of each period, George would give the goblet he made
to whoever chose the style of goblet, in this case a young lady chose for him to make a
closed form bowl for the goblet.
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Upcoming Events
This summer the Northwest Washington Woodturners have events that help to promote
woodturning in our communities, turning tops for kids at the Mt. Vernon Children's Festival
at Hillcrest Park, top turning in Bellingham at Bloedel Donovan Park, demonstrating
woodturning at the Anacortes Arts Festival, and demonstrating and/or selling at Hills to
Mills at the Logger Rodeo Grounds at Deming. These events require a commitment from
our members, top turning at kid's festivals requires twelve or more turners to use eight
lathes to make tops and Anacortes Arts Festival requires enough turners to man two to three
lathes for two days during festival hours. There will be signup sheets for these events at the
June meeting. I urge all members to attend some of these events even if it is for just a few
hours. When you attend these events you will find they are a good chance to get to know
your fellow turners, have fun turning and have a chance to practice your turning skills.
July 7-8

Hills to Mills at the Deming Logger Rodeo Grounds (6 free camping
sites available)

July 21

Children's Festival at Hillcrest Park in Mt. Vernon

August 4 Children's Festival at Bloedell Donavon Park in Bellingham
August 4-5 Anacortes Arts Festival in Anacortes
If you wish to sign up for these events before the June meeting contact:
Dave Blair 360-733-3911 dlblair39@comcast.net
or
Ray Shields 360-671 -3072 rayshields@msn.com

Woodturner's Rendezvous
July 1 6th - 1 8th Camping and outdoor woodturning Rendezvous. Ellensburg, Rodeo
grounds North RV lot [Kittitas Valley Event Center]
Join us for an unstructured camping and turning get together. Bring your mini lathe.
Come early and stay late.
Plan to be entertained by Don Derry on the 17th.
Email or call Julian Lee (julian.s@comcast.net, 360-299-2900) to secure a campsite.
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Sawdust Saturdays
Sawdust Saturdays have been designed by club volunteers to help new turners develop skills and
be introduced to different opportunities in wood turning. Classes are held at Garrett Van Ness’
studio in Bayview. We begin the class about 9:00 am and wrap up about 3:00 pm. Our club
has eight mini-lathes available to learn on as well as a basic set of turning tools for each lathe.
The next classes will be:
July 28: Chainsaw safety and maintenance at Jerry Holmes shop.
September 29: Goblets
October 27: Tools and equipment
Sign-up sheets will be available at the Thursday meetings.
Please sign up early. The fee for classes is $5.00 to cover the cost of materials and treats.
For information on classes contact:
Ed Frank at 360.293.5534, or Mike Young at 360.293.4236.

North of the Border with Dixie Biggs
The Greater Vancouver Woodturners Guild featured an all day demo on May 5 by renowned
woodturner Dixie Biggs, who shared many of her techniques for carving, texturing and
coloring her turnings. Several of us ventured north to see her, and found her presentation to
be exceptionally well crafted and helpful. Here are a few samples of her work that she
brought along:
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Ads
This space is set aside for members to advertise free of charge to sell or purchase tools, wood, etc. Please
submit your ad to the Newsletter Editor by the last Thursday of the month or submit it to him at the
meeting for inclusion in the next month's newsletter.

MORE WOODTURNING

The magazine for turners. Published 10
times a year by Fred Holder.
One year: $35.00
Two years: $70.00
Three years: $105.00
Electronic version $25/yr delivered online
at: www.morewoodturning.net
Lots of great information for your browsing
pleasure.
More Woodturning
PO Box 2168
Snohomish, WA 98291-2168
Phone: 360-668-0976
Email: fred@morewoodturning.net

Targo Woods
11 00 C St, Bldg B
Bellingham, WA

Club Discounts Available

www.targowoods.com or
www.hardwoodstoget.com

Show your Club Membership card and get
10% off at Rockler's, Woodcraft and
Crosscut Hardwoods.

Local Bellingham wood source for your
projects. Hardwoods, Burls, Veneers.
Wood to replace a leg on a chair, make a
whole dining room set or turn a bowl, you
will find it at Targo.
Oby says: NWW Club members will get
10% off on their purchases.
Save on gas, buy local!
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Membership Information

In accordance with a motion passed by the
board in October 2011, we are sharing
member contact info with the general
membership. All members in good standing
will receive a periodic Member Listing by
email. We ask that members use this
information for club business and activities
only and not to share it with non-members.
At your convenience, please review your
contact information at the membership table
to verify that it is correct and something you
wish to share with the general membership.
If you wish to opt out of having your
contact information shared in this way, please
inform the Membership Committee.

Club Contacts:
President
Rick Anderson
President@nwwwt.org

Membership Chairpersons

Hazel Thomas
360-929-6075
Membership@nwwwt.org

360-31 9-7600

Laura Matthews
360-757-7730
Membership@nwwwt.org

Vice President
Melanie Mankamyer
360-766-7004
VicePesident@nwwwt.org
Secretary
Dennis and Robbie Shinn
Secretary@nwwwt.org

360-854-9909

Mentoring Chairperson
Jim Sebring
n7blw@yahoo.com

Treasurer
Greg Anderson
Treasurer@nwwwt.org

425-501 -8088

Sawdust Saturday Chairpersons
Ed Frank
360-293-5534
edwinfrank@comcast.net

Members at Large
Bill Rawls
wrawls1 @gmail.com

360-387-2993

Jim Sebring
n7blw@yahoo.com
Ray Shields
rayshields@msn.com

360-691 -3788

Mike Young
mjyoungana@gmail.com

360-293-4236

360-691 -3788

Events Chairperson
Dave Blair
dlblair39@comcast.net

360-733-3911

360-671 -3072

Ray Shields
rayshields@msn.com

360-671 -3072

Dennis Shinn
360-854-9909
Skagitdude@isomedia.com

Newsletter Chairperson
Ray Shields
rayshields@msn.com

360-671 -3072

Programs Chairperson
George Way
georgerway@gmail.com

Library Chairperson
Les Books
l.books09@gmail.com

360-93-5067

360-293-7305

Website Chairperson
Jesse Charette
360-920-1 485
jesse.charette@gmail.com
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