Northwest Washington Woodturners
A Local Chapter of the American Association of Woodturners

Monthly Newsletter for October 2012

Northwest Washington
Woodturners...

meets every third Thursday of the
month. There is no meeting in
December.
We meet at Hillcrest Park Lodge in
Mt. Vernon, WA. Exit I-5 at Kincaid
St, exit 226. Turn east up Kincaid to
So. 13th Street, turn right (south).
Hillcrest Park is approx. 6 blocks
south on 13th St. The Lodge is
located in the northwest corner of the
parking lot beyond the tennis courts.
Meetings are open to anyone
interested in woodturning. All skill
levels from beginners to advanced
turners are welcome.
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President's Letter
Hello!
Here we are already, in the final stretch of our
year. One more regular meeting and then our
Holiday Party ahead in November! I missed the
September meeting (is it called vacation when
you’re retired?) but am told that Jay Saxon’s
September program on marketing your work was
excellent. Thanks Jay! I know you put lots of time
into preparation.
With the holidays approaching, our Tops for Tots
project is rapidly winding to a close. The Marine
Corp. reserve folks have requested an earlier
“gathering of the toys” this year to allow for more
time for distribution to the kids. Thus, we would
like to have as many tops in the box at our
October meeting as possible. However, we will
still accept more tops at our November meeting
and will make sure that those, too, get delivered to
the Marines. Our first top donation box is not
quite full. 2 boxes is our goal…let’s make a real
effort to turn more tops this month and next. The
kids need us!
Our annual elections take place at our November
meeting.
I have appointed a nominating
committee consisting of Melanie Mankamyer,
Laura Matthews and Bill Rawls to recruit and
provide nominations for Vice President, Treasurer
and two At-Large Board positions. They will be
presenting their nominations at the October
meeting. Please give serious consideration to
volunteering to serve in one of these positions.
Remember, it’s the members willing to serve and
contribute their time who keep our club active
and moving forward.
As announced at the September meeting, we will
also be voting on several Bylaws amendments at
our October meeting. By now you should have
(continued on next page)

1

President's Letter (cont'd)
received more specific details via email or mail (for those without email). Our Bylaws require
that a quorum (35% of the paid membership) be present and each amendment must receive a
60% affirmative vote to pass. Please don’t hesitate to call or email me if you have any questions
regarding any of the amendments.
Also, at our October meeting, we will begin accepting registrations for our David Ellsworth
event coming in March. It will include an all day demo and 2 days of classes. Our fees ($45 for
the demo and $125 for a class) are an absolute bargain compared to what is charged by most
clubs for similar events. See further details elsewhere in this newsletter. This will be an exciting
3 days with one of the true masters of our craft…..be sure to sign up and take part!
Turning wood…….life is good!
Rick

September Meeting

Marketing Your Work

At our September general meeting we were treated to a unique presentation by one of our
members, Jay Saxon. This month we moved from turning skills to marketing skills. Jay has been
very active in participating in various festivals and shows throughout the west coast. He was
able to provide an inside picture about what was involved with selling the various kinds of wood
art that we create. The powerpoint presentation he used kept things organized and he was able
to cover topics in a practical manner that everyone could relate to.
Jay covered some very basic concepts of marketing and related them to our area of wood art.
He pointed out the there were many things to consider when deciding to enter the world of
marketing. The product itself is a major consideration, whether it is a high end gallery quality
piece or various small items like bottle stoppers. Pricing considerations included discussions
regarding the target market you are aiming for and the quality of the venue you are in. How
much time you are willing to give to this venture was a critical element along with the
consideration of how you will collect the money. Jay also discussed what is involved with web
sales and the various costs associated with that area of marketing. Thanks Jay, we appreciate you
sharing with the club.
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October Demonstrator
Our Oct. 1 8th demo will be Eric Lofstrom who is one of our premier presenters and is also a
“master of the skew”. His presentation will include understanding how to perform
foundational woodturning cuts, basic spindle turning, sharpening methods, and techniques
of finessing tool control to obtain a clean cut.

AND…
Two All Day Hands-On Workshops
Friday, Oct. 1 9th Skew Skills: “Making the Cuts” The experience of using the skew and the
lessons learned will expand participant’s understanding of ALL cutting tools. Students will
take home several samples created during the class for reference and inspiration in their own
shop.
Saturday, Oct. 20th Sharpening Techniques Students will be shown various sharpening
techniques then will be able to sharpen their tools to razor sharp precision. After sharpening
their tools, students will be able to turn small projects to see the results of their sharpening
effort.
Both all day workshops will be at Garrit Van Ness’s workshop from 9:00 to 4:00. The club
will provide coffee and donuts and the students will provide their own lunches. The cost of
each workshop is $75 payable to NWW either at our general meeting or sent to Greg
Anderson.

The CREATIVE CHALLENGE for October
The October CREATIVE CHALLENGE will be to turn something "INSPIRED BY NATURE!"
This is a chance to stretch our woodturning creativity and to examine our natural world with
an aesthetic eye. There are so many opportunities to stretch our woodturning experiences...
approach this from whatever level you are turning at... it's your choice!. Your work will be
shown on a separate section of the gallery table, and NOT critiqued or judged in any way.
This is NOT a contest! As always, there will be a drawing for prizes. Crank up your
imagination and turn something "INSPIRED BY NATURE!”
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Top Turning in Everett
Four Grandpas turned tops for Grandparent’s Day, September 9th, at the Imagine
Children’s Museum in Everett; Fred Holder
and Guenter Elsner from Snohomish
County along with Rick Anderson and Dave
Blair from Whatcom County.
It is so much fun turning tops for kids. Most
turners who have done this once have a
hard time staying away from these events.
The Everett Children's Museum was the last
chance for our club members to turn tops
for kids at an event this year. However, I want to remind everyone to bring tops to our
meetings. We only have two more regular meetings to bring in tops before Christmas.
--Dave Blair
Guenter Elsner, Fred Holder and
Dave Blair turn tops for kids and their
[grand]parents.
Above:

Left: Alan

Rumpf ("The Top Man")
demonstrates top spinning to an attentive
girl and her parents.
The same illustrious turning team
"doing their thing." Note the barely visible
clear plexiglas shield resting on chairs in
front of them.
Below:

(Photos by Rick Anderson)
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Sawdust Saturdays
Sawdust Saturdays have been designed by club volunteers to help new turners develop skills
and be introduced to different opportunities in wood turning. Classes are held at Garrett Van
Ness’ studio in Bayview. We begin the class about 9:00 am and wrap up about 3:00 pm. Our
club has eight mini-lathes available to learn on as well as a basic set of turning tools for each
lathe.
The next class will be: Saturday, October 27 - Tools and equipment maintenance, sharpening
Sign-up sheets will be available at the Thursday meetings.
Please sign up early. The fee for classes is $5.00 to cover the cost of materials and treats.
For information on classes contact:
Ed Frank at 360.293.5534, or Mike Young at 360.293.4236.

November Holiday Party
It's nearly Holiday Party Time!!! As is our tradition, the November meeting will be a Potluck Dinner with
a couple of RAFFLES and an opportunity to display your very own, hand-made Christmas/Holiday
ornament. We are again asking for donations for the Bucket Raffle -- any extra turning kits, gift cards,
crafts/supplies, home-made treats... let me know what you'll be bringing at the next meeting!
This year all of the money we raise will be dedicated to our fledgling Educational Outreach Program.
Headed by Past President George Way, this program is currently helping Sedro Woolley High purchase
turning related equipment, and George has been spending time there mentoring the kids. We plan to
expand the program to other high schools next year and George is looking for volunteers.
We also need volunteers to help with setup, decorating, ticket sales, etc... I'll be
passing around sign-up seets at the
October meeting!
The Holiday Party is a lot of fun -- I hope
you will bring your spouse/partner for an
evening of socializing and merriment!

Melanie Mankamyer
VP / Raffle Maven
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Whatcom Artist Studio Tour
The 1 8th annual Whatcom Artist
Studio Tour launched Oct 6 & 7 and
will continue on the weekend of Oct
13th & 1 4th. If you have never seen
NWW member Vernon Leibrant turn a
large chunk of a log into an attractive
bowl, it's worth the trip to his shop
(3807 Cabrant Rd) outside of Everson.
The Tour's hours are 1 0 am to 5 pm.
Additional tour information can be
obtained at: www.StudioTour.net

David Ellsworth Coming to Our Club!
On March 23rd from 9am to 4pm at
the Anacortes First Baptist Church
David Ellsworth will be presenting
an all-day demo of his turning and
techniques. David will also be
leading hands-on classes on March
22nd & 24th.
David’s all-day demo will feature turning a natural edge bowl in the morning session and his
signature hollow forms in the afternoon. Along the way there will be lots of discussions of tool
shapes and sharpening and turning some smaller examples of other shapes…..all with detailed
explanations. As well, there will be lots of time for audience questions and other discussions.
Both days of hands-on classes will follow the same format. David considers these as “problem
solving” events with time devoted to turning both open bowls and hollow forms plus lots of time to
address your personal challenges and needs as you work individually on your class projects.
Be sure to visit David’s website for more photos & information: http://www.ellsworthstudios.com
Be sure to register at our regular meetings or by sending your registration fee and contact information
to our Treasurer:
Greg Anderson
23607 Hidden Valley Road
Granite Falls, WA 98252
Please make checks payable to: Northwest Washington Woodturners
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Club Contacts
President
Rick Anderson
President@nwwwt.org

360-31 9-7600

Vice President
Melanie Mankamyer
360-766-7004
VicePesident@nwwwt.org

Membership Chairpersons

Hazel Thomas
360-929-6075
Membership@nwwwt.org
Laura Matthews
360-757-7730
Membership@nwwwt.org

Secretary
Dennis and Robbie Shinn
Secretary@nwwwt.org

360-854-9909

Mentoring Chairperson
Jim Sebring
n7blw@yahoo.com

Treasurer
Greg Anderson
Treasurer@nwwwt.org

425-501 -8088

Sawdust Saturday Chairpersons
Ed Frank
360-293-5534
edwinfrank@comcast.net

Members at Large
Bill Rawls
wrawls1 @gmail.com

360-387-2993

Jim Sebring
n7blw@yahoo.com
Ray Shields
rayshields@msn.com

360-691 -3788

Mike Young
mjyoungana@gmail.com

360-293-4236

360-691 -3788

Events Chairperson
Dave Blair
dlblair39@comcast.net

360-733-3911

360-671 -3072

Ray Shields
rayshields@msn.com

360-671 -3072

Dennis Shinn
360-854-9909
Skagitdude@isomedia.com

Gallery Photographer
Ron Means
360-222-3092
ron.means@rocketmail.com

Programs Chairperson
George Way
georgerway@gmail.com

Newsletter Chairperson
Ray Shields
rayshields@msn.com

360-671 -3072

Library Chairperson
Les Books
l.books09@gmail.com

360-93-5067

360-293-7305

Website Chairperson
Jesse Charette
360-920-1 485
jesse.charette@gmail.com
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Ads
This space is set aside for members to advertise free of charge to sell or purchase tools, wood, etc. Please
submit your ad to the Newsletter Editor by the last Thursday of the month or submit it to him at the
meeting for inclusion in the next month's newsletter.

Targo Woods
11 00 C St, Bldg B
Bellingham, WA

www.targowoods.com or
www.hardwoodstoget.com
Local Bellingham wood source for
your projects. Hardwoods, Burls,
Veneers. Wood to replace a leg on a
chair, make a whole dining room set or
turn a bowl, you will find it at Targo.
Oby says: "NWW Club members will
get 10% off on their purchases. "
Save on gas, buy local!

The magazine for turners. Published 10
times a year by Fred Holder.
One year: $35.00
Two years: $70.00
Three years: $105.00
Electronic version $25/yr delivered online
at: www.morewoodturning.net
Lots of great information for your
browsing pleasure.
More Woodturning
PO Box 2168
Snohomish, WA 98291-2168
Phone: 360-668-0976
Email: fred@morewoodturning.net
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Ads (Cont'd)
Club Discounts Available

Show your Club Membership card and
get 10% off at Rockler's, Woodcraft
and Crosscut Hardwoods.

FOR SALE: 9" Robust Tool Rest

$40

9" Robust Comfort Tool Rest with the usual 1 /4" hardened rod across
the top. 'Standard' post (1 " diam x 3 3/4" long). It is in great shape. My
new lathe requires a 'long' post, but if your lathe has an 1 8" swing or
less the 'standard' post will work fine. I purchased it at Woodcraft,
where they are now $63 + tax. I would be happy to bring it to the next
meeting. Contact Ray Shields, 360-671 -3072, rayshields@msn.com
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