Northwest Washington Woodturners
A Local Chapter of the American Association of Woodturners
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Northwest Washington
Woodturners...

The Club meets every third Thursday of
the month. There is no meeting in December. Time: 6:30pm. No host dinner
beginning at 5:30pm .
We meet at Hillcrest Park Lodge in Mt.
Vernon, WA. Exit I-5 at Kincaid St, exit
226. Turn east up Kincaid to So. 13th
Street, turn right (south). Hillcrest Park
is approx. 6 blocks south on 13th St.
The Lodge is located in the northwest
corner of the parking lot beyond the
tennis courts.
Meetings are open to anyone interested
in woodturning. All skill levels from
beginners to advanced turners are
welcome.
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President's Letter
What a fun filled and exciting wrap up for the month
of March! Our guest artist, Cindy Drozda, provided
information-packed demonstrations at both our regular
meeting and our annual all-day feature event on
Saturday, plus three days of hands-on classes. See
Hazel Thomas' recap of the events later in this
newsletter for a more detailed review of Ms Drozda's
time with us.
Caught up in all the activity of the day, I failed to give
due credit to all those who spent hours making the
day-long demonstration such a success. Laura Mathews
marshalled the troops preparing the refreshments and
lunch menu; all those who lugged the equipment,
lathe, video gear, etc and got it all set up. And by all
means everyone who helped with cleanup and
breaking down all the gear and getting it stowed back
in the trailer. We had a great show of support which
made everyone's work load a lot lighter. Be sure to let
them know how much we appreciate their efforts.
Coming up on April 5th & 6th is the annual SedroWoolley Woodfest. We've participated in this event for
several years now and look forward to being there this
year as well. For those who may not know, Woodfest
spotlights the projects of students in local, regional and
state wide high school wood shop programs. It's
encouraging to see more young people every year
getting involved in woodworking and the development
of woodturning interest in several of the schools' wood
shop curricula. The club is sponsoring two display
areas where you, the members, can display work as
examples of what woodturning is about. We encourage
everyone to bring a few or as many pieces as you
might like to share with the public. This is an
opportune time to meet, greet, and invite others to join
in the fun and creativity of our craft.
Speaking of joining...
November is quite a ways off to be sure, however we
need to be thinking about the election of officers.
Hazel Thomas, our current Vice President, will assume
the presidency as prescribed in the by-laws, leaving the
(Cont'd on Page 2)
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President's Letter (cont'd)
VP position open. There will be other open positions as well, among them being Member(s) at Large.
Any and all members in good standing are eligible to stand for office. During the relatively short time
I've been a member of Northwest Washington Woodturners we've developed an impressive record of
quality demonstrations along with participation in many local events that help bring the world of
woodturning before the public. Our part in local children's festivals turning tops has made ours a well
known name among the organizers of these events. We need people to step into some of our shoes to
maintain this momentum.

Reminder: The April meeting will be at the Burlington Senior Center. The Mt Vernon Kiwanis club has
their annual Salmon Bake which takes place at the Hillcrest Lodge where we usually meet. For our
meeting, our guest artist will be Mike Meredith, Doctor's Workshop. Topic will be finishing. Since I have
the dubious distinction of being the king of the unfinished projects I anticipate some advice on how to
conquer that to avoid this title in the future.
Our customary 5:30 – 6:30 no-host sack dinner provides a great time to discuss projects or any issues
you might have related to any aspect of turning. We have a tremendous breadth of experience and
expertise available to help address difficulties you might be having with a particular project.
Parting words ... be safe and have fun making shavings. Like our own Bob Doop often tells me, “It's just
a piece of wood”.
Dennis

March Program Recap
By Hazel Thomas

As this is being written (on March 24), the final class
is being taught by Cindy Drozda. Having had the
opportunity to spend the past two days learning from
Cindy has been a great experience. Due to certain
circumstances, I was unable to attend the Thursday
meeting, but sources tell me that I missed a mountain
of fabulous data. Cindy gave a presentation on burl
maximization. I knew it would be good, but instead
it was a great presentation! Additionally, Cindy made
the ceremonial “first cut” on the new Sweet Sixteen
Robust lathe!
Anyone who missed the Saturday all day demo at the
Anacortes First Baptist Church missed another fantastic presentation. Cindy went through the steps on
how she approaches her signature Star Finial Bowl.
The detail and organization of this lady, not to
mention the insights she presented, were truly
extraordinary. And as always, those who did not
attend missed another fabulous meal! In addition to
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March Program Recap (Cont'd)
the aforementioned presentation, Cindy also demonstrated how
she sharpens her tools. As an encore, she made a mushroom from
a Banksia pod!
On Friday, Cindy taught a finial class. Once again my angst
ratchets to stratospheric levels, as I confess I was unable to attend
that class due to said untimely circumstances. But Nirvana was
attained on Sunday, when I reveled for eight hours with the other
seven fortunate participants in learning hands-on how to emulate
her awesome Star Finial Bowl. WOW! Eventually, all good things
do have to end, and Monday is the final class (also a Star Finial
Bowl, though I understand she is going to offer to concentrate on
finial turning if they wish, or the nuances of lidded bowl creation,
or hints and practice on coloring/dyeing -- such flexibility! ).
As a club we are so fortunate to have people
like Bob Doop and Juanita Caday who have
given so freely of their time, treasures, and
talents. Please add to the list of extraordinary
folks Robbie and Dennis Shinn, George Way,
Rick Anderson, Les Books, Rick Erb, and Laura
Matthews! There are so many other folks that
have done so much to make these events
possible that this article would become
encyclopedic with all their names! All of those
who helped deserve a heartfelt “thank you!”

All photos by Ray Shields

I hope you were able to participate fully in this
wonderful experience. The more we all
become involved, the better our presentations
can be, and the more we all gain! I urge you to
volunteer for there are so many opportunities
to become more involved in our club!
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Upcoming Programs
April 17 - Mike Meredith will give us a presentation on his
various wood finishes. A biochemist, he developed the
Doctor's Woodshop line of finishes.

May 15 - Art Liestman from the Greater Vancouver
Woodturners Guild will present "THE DESIGN &
CONSTRUCTION OF TEAPOTS" . Teapots, both
functional and artistic, are very popular collectables.
In Art's words, "The
program will be largely a
presentation of lots of
images of wood teapots,
together with discussion of
various different approaches
to construct them. This is
intended to encourage
members to think outside
the box and to be inspired by the many approaches
that woodturners have taken. There will be a bit of
turning involved too". Art is a popular demonstrator
whose works are in collections and museums
worldwide. He recently was elected to the AAW
Board.
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Highlights from Sedro-Woolley's Woodfest
Student woodworking entries and the spinning tops
were definitely among the highlights of the Woodfest festival, held April 5 & 6 at Sedro-Woolley High
School. Students from several local high schools
exhibited many examples of fine woodcraft (and a
few not-so-fine, but hey, what did your projects look
like in high school?).
Visitors were able to meander around the gym,
looking at vendor displays, sitting in for historical
and ecological presentations, buying plants from the
S-WHS nursery students or sampling a pulled pork
sandwich from the concession stand.

Children and their parents also gathered around the
NWW lathes operated at various times by Dennis
Shinn, Rick Anderson, Jerry Holmes, Bill Cowan,
Guenter Elsner, Ray Shields, Dave Blair, George Way,
Rick Erb and other members of the Club, watching
and waiting for their turn to collect a newly made
spinning top (for which we received more than $170
in donations).

Cookie Roster
Three volunteers bring 2-3 dozen cookies each to our regular meetings. For those of you who
have brought cookies or have signed up to bring cookies this year, a big THANK YOU!

April Cookie Volunteers:
Jan G.
Chris W.
Guenter E.
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President's Creative Challenge
Dennis announced that the Creative Challenge for April is to create a multi-center piece in a
style that is reminiscent of what Michael Werner showed us during his February presentation. A
fair degree of latitude will be permitted, but the turning must include multiple centers. As
always, this is not a competition, but all entrants will be eligible for a drawing for a Craft
Supplies gift certificate.

Sawdust Saturdays
Sawdust Saturdays have been designed by club volunteers to help new turners develop skills and
be introduced to different opportunities in wood turning. Classes are held at club studio in
Bayview. We begin the class about 9:00 am and wrap up about 3:00 pm. Our club has eight
mini-lathes available to learn on as well as a basic set of turning tools for each lathe.
The schedule for the next 3 Sawdust Saturdays is:

April 26 - Thin wall bowls and options for bases
May 31 - Texturing, Dyes and Coloring
June 28 - Wood burning

If you have any ideas or suggestions for any of these classes you will be attending, please let us
know ahead of time.
Sign-up sheets will be available at the Thursday meetings.
Please sign up early. The fee for the class is $1 0.00 to cover the cost of materials and treats.
Students are required to bring personal safety equipment, at a minimum a full face shield. For
information on classes contact: Ed Frank at 360-293-5534, or Mike Young at 360-293-4236.
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Club Contacts, 201 4
North west Wash ington Woodtu rn ers
P.O . Box 31
Mt Vernon, WA 98 273

President
Dennis Shinn
President@nwwwt.org

Membership Chairpersons

360-854-9909

Laura Matthews
360-757-7730
Membership@nwwwt.org

Vice President
Hazel Thomas
360-929-6075
VicePresident@nwwwt.org
Secretary
Sherri Greenleaf
Secretary@nwwwt.org

360-899-4154

Treasurer
Les Books
Treasurer@nwwwt.org

360-293-5067

Kascha Newberry
Kascha@comcast.net

Education Outreach Chairperson
George Way
360-293-7305
georgerway@gmail.com
Mentoring Chairperson
VOLUNTEER NEEDED
Events Chairperson
Dave Blair (Acting)
dlblair39@comcast.net

Members at Large
Guenter Elsner
425-374-3609
guenterswoodcrafts@gmail.com

360-733-3911

VOLUNTEER NEEDED

James Plessner
360-840-5680
jmplessner@hotmail.com

Sawdust Saturday Chairpersons
Ed Frank
360-293-5534
edwinfrank@comcast.net

Glen Lockhart
360-929-4344
glennhaz2000@yahoo.com

Mike Young
mjyoungana@gmail.com

Rick Erb
360-299-0320
deadwoodstudio@hotmail.com

Programs Chairperson
James Plessner

360-848-9679

360-293-4236

Library Chairperson
Glen Lockhart
360-929-4344
glennhaz2000@yahoo.com

360-840-5680

Gallery Photographer
Ron Means
360-222-3092
ron.means@rocketmail.com

Website Chairperson
Jesse Charette
360-920-1 485
jesse.charette@gmail.com

Newsletter Chairperson
Ray Shields

360-671 -3072

Are you missing a jacket? A largish man's jacket was left hanging from
a chair following Cindy Drozda's All Day Demo on Mar 22. If it is yours,
please call 360-929-6075 to identify it and arrange for its return.
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Ads
This space is set aside for members to advertise free of charge to sell or purchase tools, wood, etc. Please
submit your ad to the Newsletter Editor by the last Thursday of the month or submit it to him at the
meeting for inclusion in the next month's newsletter.

Targo Woods
11 00 C St, Bldg B
Bellingham, WA

www.targowoods.com or
www.hardwoodstoget.com
Local Bellingham wood source for
your projects. Hardwoods, Burls,
Veneers. Wood to replace a leg on a
chair, make a whole dining room set or
turn a bowl, you will find it at Targo.
Oby says: "NWW Club members will
get 10% off on their purchases. "
Save on gas, buy local!

8003452396
15% off + Free Shipping

to our Club members
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Ads (Cont'd)

The magazine for turners. Published
10 times a year by Fred Holder.
One year: $35.00
Two years: $70.00
Three years: $105.00
Electronic version $25/yr delivered
online at:
www.morewoodturning.net
Lots of great information for your
browsing pleasure.

More Woodturning

PO Box 2168
Snohomish, WA 98291-2168
Phone: 360-668-0976
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Ads (Cont'd)

FOR SALE
Delta 13" finish planer
(2 speed, model 22-580)

$375
$395

Contact:

Paul Anderson
360-922-7090

TOOLS WANTED

Seeking no-longer-used or unwanted lathe tools, woodworking tools, gadgets, jigs or shop related items
that could be sold at the Club Store. Proceeds will go to the Club treasury.
Please bring your item(s) to our regular meeting and/or contact
Richard Mabie at (425) 774-5996.
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