Northwest Washington Woodturners
A Local Chapter of the American Association of Woodturners

Monthly Newsletter for March/April 201 4

Northwest Washington
Woodturners...

The Club meets every third Thursday of
the month. There is no meeting in December. Time: 6:30pm. No host dinner
beginning at 5:30pm .
We meet at Hillcrest Park Lodge in Mt.
Vernon, WA. Exit I-5 at Kincaid St, exit
226. Turn east up Kincaid to So. 13th
Street, turn right (south). Hillcrest Park
is approx. 6 blocks south on 13th St.
The Lodge is located in the northwest
corner of the parking lot beyond the
tennis courts.
Meetings are open to anyone interested
in woodturning. All skill levels from
beginners to advanced turners are
welcome.
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President's Letter
Who would have thought that there was so much
chemistry associated with wood finishes? This month's
guest at our general meeting, Mike Meridith, provided
a wealth of information relating to just that. Many
common beliefs about various oil based finishes and
how they perform were discussed. A big "Thank You"
to George Way for organizing the meeting program.
We also appreciate Mike's donation of a full line of his
products to our raffle that evening. To those of you
who scored any of Mike's walnut oil finish products,
please let us know how well they work for you.
Call for participants: As was announced at the meeting,
our club raised $200.00 for the Oso relief efforts from
donations at this year's Woodfest. Thanks to all who
participated turning tops for the kids who came by
with their parents. Bill Rawls suggested that perhaps
we as a club could put together a benefit auction, sale,
or whatever to further generate support for the Oso
families and relief workers. A brief search, on the
Internet of course, revealed that there are a number of
such events happening or being planned. One such
(on May 17) is here on facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/groups/687065831336008/.
This will take place shortly after our regular May
meeting so if you'd like to donate an item please bring
it to the meeting. If you wish to participate in person,
please let me know ASAP so we can organize our
efforts. What I offered this group is the donation of
some of our work and/or top turning for the kids who
attend. From the flier that's posted on the above fb
page URL, they plan special activities for children so
perhaps turning tops would be a great addition to their
event.
Ed Frank and Mike Young have put together a great
schedule of topics for our Sawdust Saturday sessions
for the coming months. Be sure to check the Club's
web page calendar for what's coming up. In particular
for the May 31 session, learn more about texturing,
dyes and coloring. More ways to enhance your work!
Be sure to sign up so you won't lose out. And if an all
(Cont'd on Page 2)
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President's Letter (cont'd)
day hands-on learning session from two of our more talented members for only $1 0 isn't enough to
convince you, don't forget the coffee, tea and donuts!
Christmas ornaments - It's not too early to be thinking about them. This year the club will participate in a
benefit fundraiser for a local Hospice group. It will consist of decorating a tree for auction so we'll need
plenty of ornaments, decorations and the like. Melanie will have complete information about it at the
May meeting so please try to attend to learn what's involved.
One of our missions as a group is to offer support to newcomers to woodturning. This is often referred to
as mentoring -- meaning, of course, one-on-one guidance and advice. We have, up until this year, had a
volunteer to manage the list of our members who have offered to provide mentoring and put those in
search of help in touch with someone willing to help. This is a call for that volunteer. All that's involved
is maintaining the mentor list and acting as a contact person to provide newcomers with a resource to
guide them along their journey into the vortex. Can you help?
Dennis

April Program Recap
Mike Meredith , a biochemist and creator of the

various Doctor's Woodshop finishes, gave an
enjoyable and informative presentation on finishes he
has developed for woodturners. He began his talk by
discussing the 3 most common drying oils: linseed,
tung, and walnut. All will eventually harden
(polymerize) when applied to wood, but walnut oil is
the only one that doesn't color the wood (tung oil
yellows on hardening and linseed oil darkens to
gray/black tones). Mike processes the walnut oil in
his finishes by heating it, filtering it, and heating it
again. This denatures and removes nearly all of the
walnut protein present, and promotes more rapid
polymerization once it is applied to the wood (it also
greatly reduces its allergenic potential).

Mike went on to talk about the various waxes. His
products contain contain either natural Carnauba
wax or Cosmolloid 80H, which is a synthetic
microcrystal wax (the same ingredient as used in
Renaissance Wax). The waxes are microaggregated
to "make the wax particles so small they think they
are a liquid". The waxes are carried into the wood
by the walnut oil, generally penetrating 0.5 - 1 .5 mm
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April Program Recap (Cont'd)
below the wood surface. Of note, the synthetic microcrystal
wax molecules are identical in size (as opposed to natural
Carnauba, which contains different sized molecules) and thus
transmit light with less dispersion, leading to a brilliant surface
finish.
Perhaps the most useful take-home information from his
presentation had to do with the use of walnut oil as an aid in
sanding on the lathe. Using a turned piece of redheart, Mike
demonstrated how to apply some of his Walnut Finishing Oil to
the wood and sandpaper, which speeds up the sanding process
while eliminating the fine sawdust (a BIG plus!). The oil acts as
a lubricant and reduces the heat generated by sanding, which is
of particular benefit when working with woods prone to heat
checking, such as the fruit woods and many
dense tropical hardwoods like ebony, cocobolo and goncalo alves.
We got an unexpected but very pleasant
surprise when Mike donated a sample of
each of his products. These were raffled off
after the evening's presentation. Our Club
store does carry many of the Doctor's
Woodshop finishes. For more information about them, go to
www.doctorswoodshop.com .

President's Creative Challenge
For the May meeting President's Challenge: Tops and
more tops! Whoever brings the most tops for our top box
will receive a $1 0.00 Craft Supplies gift certificate. Let's
see how many boxes we can fill with Tops for Tots this
year. Turning these little finger spin tops is great spindle
work practice to sharpen your skills. We currently have
around 130 members in NWW so we should be able to
fill several boxes this year!
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Upcoming Programs
May 15 - Art Liestman from the Greater Vancouver
Woodturners Guild will present "THE DESIGN &
CONSTRUCTION OF TEAPOTS" . Teapots, both
functional and artistic, are very popular collectables.
In Art's words, "The
program will be largely a
presentation of lots of
images of wood teapots,
together with discussion of
various different approaches
to construct them. This is
intended to encourage
members to think outside
the box and to be inspired by the many approaches
that woodturners have taken. There will be a bit of
turning involved too". Art is a popular demonstrator
whose works are in collections and museums
worldwide. He recently was elected to the AAW
Board.

June 19 - Notable and talented turners from the Club will present "A Focus on Local Talent" .
The identities of these individuals and the exact nature of their presentations is a closely held
secret at the moment, and to date our spy camera has only been able to capture a few blurry
images of some of them as they hone their skills. Further details will be forthcoming in the
next issue.
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Cookie Roster
Three volunteers bring 2-3 dozen cookies each to our regular meetings. For those of you who
have brought cookies or have signed up to bring cookies this year, a huge THANK YOU! For
latent Cookie Monsters out there, we need a couple of volunteers for July and one additional
volunteer for September -- contact Ray Shields (rayshields@msn.com) to sign up TODAY!

May Cookie Volunteers:
Dave B.
Steve H.
Greg C.

Sawdust Saturdays
Sawdust Saturdays have been designed by club volunteers to help new turners develop skills and
be introduced to different opportunities in wood turning. Classes are held at club studio in
Bayview. We begin the class about 9:00 am and wrap up about 3:00 pm. Our club has eight
mini-lathes available to learn on as well as a basic set of turning tools for each lathe.
The schedule for the next 3 Sawdust Saturdays is:

May 31 - Texturing, Dyes and Coloring
June 28 - Wood burning
July 26 - Chainsaw Maintenance and Safety

If you have any ideas or suggestions for any of these classes you will be attending, please let us
know ahead of time.
Sign-up sheets will be available at the Thursday meetings.
Please sign up early. The fee for the class is $1 0.00 to cover the cost of materials and treats.
Students are required to bring personal safety equipment, at a minimum a full face shield. For
information on classes contact: Ed Frank at 360-293-5534, or Mike Young at 360-293-4236.
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Club Contacts, 201 4
North west Wash ington Woodtu rn ers
P.O . Box 31
Mt Vernon, WA 98 273

President
Dennis Shinn
President@nwwwt.org

Membership Chairpersons

360-854-9909

Laura Matthews
360-757-7730
Membership@nwwwt.org

Vice President
Hazel Thomas
360-929-6075
VicePresident@nwwwt.org
Secretary
Sherri Greenleaf
Secretary@nwwwt.org

360-899-4154

Treasurer
Les Books
Treasurer@nwwwt.org

360-293-5067

Kascha Newberry
Kascha@comcast.net

Education Outreach Chairperson
George Way
360-293-7305
georgerway@gmail.com
Mentoring Chairperson
VOLUNTEER NEEDED
Events Chairperson
Dave Blair (Acting)
dlblair39@comcast.net

Members at Large
Guenter Elsner
425-374-3609
guenterswoodcrafts@gmail.com

360-733-3911

VOLUNTEER NEEDED

James Plessner
360-840-5680
jmplessner@hotmail.com

Sawdust Saturday Chairpersons
Ed Frank
360-293-5534
edwinfrank@comcast.net

Glen Lockhart
360-929-4344
glennhaz2000@yahoo.com

Mike Young
mjyoungana@gmail.com

Rick Erb
360-299-0320
deadwoodstudio@hotmail.com

Programs Chairperson
James Plessner

360-848-9679

360-293-4236

Library Chairperson
Glen Lockhart
360-929-4344
glennhaz2000@yahoo.com

360-840-5680

Gallery Photographer
Ron Means
360-222-3092
ron.means@rocketmail.com

Website Chairperson
Jesse Charette
360-920-1 485
jesse.charette@gmail.com

Newsletter Chairperson
Ray Shields
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360-671 -3072

Ads
This space is set aside for members to advertise free of charge to sell or purchase tools, wood, etc. Please submit
your ad to the Newsletter Editor by the last Thursday of the month or submit it to him at the meeting for inclusion in
the next month's newsletter.

FOR SALE

Powermatic Model 90 Lathe. 12" swing (up to 17" swing

over the gap bed) x 38" between centers. This isn't a Robust
......but it's a very robust lathe. Variable speed & runs well.
Asking $650 . Home Port Learning Center is an alternative high
school in Bellingham. They recently received an AAW grant to
purchase a smaller lathe and tools for teaching their students to
turn.
You can view a similar Powermatic 90 on YouTube at:
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v= Xa1 g2j4BeXI
For information and to view contact: Ralph Smallwood , Home Port Learning Center 360-715-8860

homeportlc@gmail.com

The magazine for turners.
Published 10 times a year by Fred
Holder.
One year: $35.00
Two years: $70.00
Three years: $105.00
Electronic version $25/yr delivered
online at:
www.morewoodturning.net
Lots of great information for your
browsing pleasure.

8003452396
15% off + Free Shipping

to our Club members

More Woodturning
PO Box 2168
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Ads (Cont'd)

Targo Woods
11 00 C St, Bldg B
Bellingham, WA

www.targowoods.com or
www.hardwoodstoget.com
Local Bellingham wood source for
your projects. Hardwoods, Burls,
Veneers. Wood to replace a leg on a
chair, make a whole dining room set or
turn a bowl, you will find it at Targo.
Oby says: "NWW Club members will
get 10% off on their purchases. "
Save on gas, buy local!
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Ads (Cont'd)
TOOLS WANTED

Seeking no-longer-used or unwanted
lathe tools, woodworking tools,
gadgets, jigs or shop related items
that could be sold at the Club Store.
Proceeds will go to the Club
treasury.
Please bring your item(s) to our
regular meeting and/or contact
Richard Mabie at (425) 774-5996.
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