Northwest Washington Woodturners
A Local Chapter of the American Association of Woodturners

Monthly Newsletter for June 201 4

Northwest Washington
Woodturners...

The Club meets every third Thursday of
the month. There is no meeting in December. Time: 6:30pm. No host dinner
beginning at 5:30pm .
We meet at Hillcrest Park Lodge in Mt.
Vernon, WA. Exit I-5 at Kincaid St, exit
226. Turn east up Kincaid to So. 13th
Street, turn right (south). Hillcrest Park
is approx. 6 blocks south on 13th St.
The Lodge is located in the northwest
corner of the parking lot beyond the
tennis courts.
Meetings are open to anyone interested
in woodturning. All skill levels from
beginners to advanced turners are
welcome.
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President's Letter
Thank you George, Melanie, Ron, Dave and James
for providing content to our June meeting. One
thing that's always impressed me about this
organization is the willingness of its members to
share their knowledge and techniques.
As announced at the meeting, we have committed
to donating a decorated Christmas tree to be
auctioned off for charity. This means we need lots,
and I mean lots of turned ornaments. If you
weren't able to take in George's demonstration on
ornament turning, feel free to contact someone in
the club who is in your area for some one-on-one
tutoring. I hope everyone can spend at least a little
time to produce ornaments, along with spin tops
for our Tops for Tots campaign. We have around
130 members at present. If everyone makes just
two ornaments and two tops within the next
couple months, that's 260 of each.
So – the president's challenge for July will be, no
surprise here, ornaments and tops. A $1 0 gift
certificate for the person, or persons, who brings
the most of one or the other. It's gratifying to me
to have our club participate in community
programs such as these that raise funds for the less
fortunate and give at least a little joy to the young
children going through difficult times. If you want
to know more about either of these two programs,
talk to Melanie about the Christmas tree, and
Guenter about the Tops for Tots.
Update on the Help for Oso fund raising benefit in
which we participated a couple months ago: The
organizers tell me that overall about $4,000.00
was raised during the event. Unfortunately I don't
have figures for what our contributions brought in
but I sincerely thank everyone who donated work
for their silent auction and particularly Terri, Bill,
Guenter, and James for their time spent turning
tops for the children that passed by.
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(Cont'd on Page 2)
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President's Letter (cont'd)
Our July meeting promises to be quite interesting as Eric Loftstrom returns again for an
entertaining presentation. More on his program later in this newsletter. By all means a must see
demo.
Remember, as Bob Doop once told me, “It's only a piece of wood”. The main goal is to have
fun.
And above all, turn safely!
Dennis

Tips from the Club Store
Note: This is the first in a series of tips contributed by Richard Mabie,
manager of our Club Store. The tips pertain to items carried by the Store.
Each newsletter will contain one or more new tips, as space allows.

Tip #1 : CA Glue Storage

New, unopened containers of any instant glue may be stored in the refrigerator to extend shelf life.
Always allow the container to warm to room temperature before opening. Once opened, never
return to cold storage. Moisture is one of the catalysts. Opening a cold bottle or placing a
previously opened bottle back in cold storage causes the warm air that has entered the bottle
(carrying moisture with it) to condense the moisture into water. This has an adverse effect on shelf
life, causing the contents of the bottle to thicken and eventually harden and causes the spout to
clog frequently. Bottles in use should be stored in a cool, dry area, out of direct sunlight.

"Christmas Tree Ornaments and Tops"
Ever wanted to try your had at being a "production turner"?
Here's your chance! See how many Christmas tree ornaments
and/or spin tops you can turn. They are small, easy and
enjoyable, and before you know it you may have a sack full of
them. If you succeed in turning the most ornaments, or the most
tops, there will be a Craft Supplies gift certificate waiting for
you. And remember: even if you can only make a few, by all
means get out there and have fun turning them -- any number of
tops/ornaments that you can manage is welcome and helpful!
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Photo by Ron Radliff

Creative Challenge for July

June Program Recap

Photos by Ray Shields
unless otherwise noted.

For the June program we are indebted to
a number of our talented in-house wood
turners who gave simultaneous presentations on topics of their interest and/or
expertise. It proved to be an entertaining
as well as instructional evening. Each of
our presenters deserves a hearty round of
applause and a big THANK YOU! Now
is our chance to go home and apply what
we have learned to our own work.

Ron Radliff

Ron Means created
a delightful baby
rattle and gave us
tips on the tools
and techniques to
do it.

George Way showed us how
to make beautiful Christmas
ornaments, and held our
attention from start to finial.

Melanie Mankamyer was on hand
to discuss and answer questions
about the Christmas tree charity.
Ron Radliff

Dave Blair described how to efficiently make top blanks,
plus provided tips on turning and embellishing tops.

Dennis Shinn demonstrated various
intriguing wood stabilization techniques.
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Upcoming Programs
July 17 - Popular presenter Eric Lofstrom will make a return
appearance, this time to focus on the artistic aspects of "Endgrain
Bowl Design" . Eric is a woodturning artist and passionate teacher
who will also teach two classes: Skew Skills: "Making the Cuts" on
Friday, July 1 8 and Endgrain Boxes w/ Friction-Fit Lids on Sunday,
July 20. These 1 -day, hands-on classes are limited to 8 turners per
session and are $75 each, due at the time of registration. A sign-up
sheet will be available at the regular meeting.
August 16 - No scheduled meeting or presentation because it's time for our ANNUAL
SUMMERTIME POTLUCK PICNIC! Save the date for this fun event, which will include (as
always) a tool sale and silent auction.

Woodturner's Camp Out
You (yes, that means YOU!) are cordially invited to a
Woodturner's Camp Out at Vernon and Karen Leibrant's.

When: September 12, 13, 14 (Fri, Sat, Sun)
Where: 3807 Cabrant Rd, Everson, 98247
Camp out or come for a day.
Potluck suppers Friday and Saturday evening 6 pm.
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Recent Symposia
UTAH WOODTURNING SYMPOSIUM - May 15,1 6 & 17 were

the dates of Utah’s 35th symposium and is the longest continuing run
woodturning symposium in the world. Club members Fred and
Mildred Holder, Cotty Howe, Mike Young, David Brosten, Charlie
Drake and George Way made the 900 plus mile trip to engage with
some of the world’s best wood turners. Cotty, Mike and David found
a house to rent so they were able to drive their cars to Provo while Charlie and George towed their
travel trailers and made various side trips as part of the adventure.
The day before the symposium, Craft Supplies has a “Super
Wednesday” where they have demos and sales going throughout
the day at their store in Provo. All seven club members were there
to take advantage of pre-function demos, sales and a
hamburger/hot dog lunch.

Photos by Andi Wolfe

During the official event, there were 80 demonstrations going
throughout the three days by professionals from the U.S., Ireland,
Great Britain, Australia, Germany and Canada. Whatever a person
was interested in, there was always something of interest to watch.
Besides the demonstrations, there was an outstanding instant
gallery with an impressive display of works by Dale Nish who was
a major part of the previous 34 symposiums but died shortly after
last year’s event. There was a silent auction with pieces of turned
work donated including the pieces from the ongoing
demonstrations. Friday night was the banquet and live auction
that kept people up late into the evening. Another fun event was a
swap meet that took place outside the event center after the
demos were done. There were about twenty groups of people
selling tools and wood. The wood selection was amazing but not
cheap.
There are many opportunities for side trips if one has the time to
attend next year’s symposium. Since next year’s AAW symposium
is on the east coast, you might want to consider the Utah
symposium to experience multiple top notch professional turners
in action.
-- Submitted by George Way

AAW 2014 WOODTURNING SYMPOSIUM - AAW held their 28th

annual symposium in sunny Phoenix on June 13, 1 4 and 15. The outside temp
was around 1 05 every day, but the Convention Center's AC was up to the task so
we all stayed pleasantly cool. Given that the symposium is the largest gathering
of woodturners and woodturning art in the world for 201 4, it was hard to know
where to begin. Within about an hour of my plane's arrival, I found myself
(cont'd on next page)
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attending a SIN ("Special Interest Night") session. Although I am
not much of a pen turner, I joined Kurt Herzog and about 40+
avid pen turners, just to see what was new. Mostly acrylics and
other non-wood pens, apparently.
The rotations with some of the leading international turners
began the next day, and there were way too many great demos
and way too few hours to cram them into. Some of my favorites
were Clay Foster's "Low Tech, Low Cost Surface Enhancement",
Neil Scobie's "Offset Seed Pod" and J. Paul Fennell's "Turning
Hollow Forms - Techniques", but there were many others that
were also fun and enlightening, including ones by past NWW
presenters (Michael Mocho, Doug Fisher and Bonnie Klein, to
mention a few).

"Seed pod" by Neil Scobie.

Superbly crafted (and pricey) platter
by David Nittman.

The Instant Gallery was chock full of all manner of turnings,
from natural edge bowls with simple finishes to dyed, carved,
and textured pieces that looked for all the world like they were
made of metal, glass, ceramic, or woven grass. No matter what
your turning tastes were, you could find many pieces to stimulate
and inspire you. One area of the Instant Gallery was set aside
for "Intimate Critiques" -- a chance to bring your piece and have
David Ellsworth, Trent Bosch or other notable turner critique
your work. It was not particularly intimate, however, as there was generally a crowd of 15-25 other people
there to listen in to the comments along with you.
All in all, it proved to be an exceptionally fine long weekend (many thanks, Dennis!). If you haven't been
to an AAW Symposium before, I would highly recommend the experience.
-- Submitted by Ray Shields

Doug Fisher discussing
color and finish;
David Ellsworth providing
an "intimate critique"

Colorful submissions by
Binh Pho.
Turned and carved bugle
on a pillow by Dixie
Biggs.
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Cookie Roster
Three volunteers bring 2-3 dozen cookies each to our regular meetings. For those of you who
have brought cookies or have signed up to bring cookies this year, a huge THANK YOU!

July Cookie Volunteers:
Chad G.
Channet G.
Ray S.

Sawdust Saturdays
Sawdust Saturdays have been designed by club volunteers to help new turners develop skills and
be introduced to different opportunities in wood turning. Classes are held at club studio in
Bayview. We begin the class about 9:00 am and wrap up about 3:00 pm. Our club has eight
mini-lathes available to learn on as well as a basic set of turning tools for each lathe.
The next scheduled Sawdust Saturdays are:

July 26 - Chainsaw Maintenance and Safety
August - No scheduled session.
September 27 - Introduction to Turning.

If you have any ideas or suggestions for any of these classes you will be attending, please let us
know ahead of time.
Sign-up sheets will be available at the Thursday meetings.
Please sign up early. The fee for the class is $1 0.00 to cover the cost of materials and treats.
Students are required to bring personal safety equipment, at a minimum a full face shield. For
information on classes contact: Ed Frank at 360-293-5534, or Mike Young at 360-293-4236.
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Club Contacts, 201 4
Northwest Washington Woodturners
P.O. Box 31
Mt Vernon, WA 98273

President

Dennis Shinn
President@nwwwt.org

Membership Chairpersons

Laura Matthews
360-757-7730
Membership@nwwwt.org

360-854-9909

Vice President

Kascha Newberry
Kascha@comcast.net

Hazel Thomas
360-929-6075
VicePresident@nwwwt.org

Secretary

Sherri Greenleaf
Secretary@nwwwt.org

Treasurer

Les Books
Treasurer@nwwwt.org

360-848-9679

Education Outreach Chairperson
George Way
georgerway@gmail.com

360-899-4154

Mentoring Chairperson
Ray Shields
rayshields@msn.com

360-293-5067

Events Chairperson

Members at Large

Dave Blair (Acting)
dlblair39@comcast.net

Guenter Elsner
425-374-3609
guenterswoodcrafts@gmail.com

360-293-7305

360-671 -3072
360-733-3911

Sawdust Saturday Chairpersons
Ed Frank
edwinfrank@comcast.net

360-293-5534

Glen Lockhart
360-929-4344
glennhaz2000@yahoo.com

Mike Young
mjyoungana@gmail.com

360-293-4236

Rick Erb
360-299-0320
deadwoodstudio@hotmail.com

Library Chairperson

James Plessner
360-840-5680
jmplessner@hotmail.com

Programs Chairperson
James Plessner

Glen Lockhart
360-929-4344
glennhaz2000@yahoo.com

Gallery Photographer

360-840-5680

Ron Means
360-222-3092
ron.means@rocketmail.com

Website Chairperson

Jesse Charette
360-920-1 485
jesse.charette@gmail.com

Newsletter Chairperson
Ray Shields
rayshields@msn.com
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360-671 -3072

Ads
This space is set aside for members to advertise free of charge to sell or purchase tools, wood, etc. Please submit
your ad to the Newsletter Editor by the last Thursday of the month or submit it to him at the meeting for inclusion in
the next month's newsletter.

FOR SALE

Powermatic Model 90 Lathe. 12" swing (up to 17" swing

over the gap bed) x 38" between centers. This isn't a Robust
......but it's a very robust lathe. Variable speed & runs well.
Asking $650 . Home Port Learning Center is an alternative high
school in Bellingham. They recently received an AAW grant to
purchase a smaller lathe and tools for teaching their students to
turn.
You can view a similar Powermatic 90 on YouTube at:
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v= Xa1 g2j4BeXI
For information and to view contact: Ralph Smallwood , Home Port Learning Center 360-715-8860

homeportlc@gmail.com

The magazine for turners.
Published 10 times a year by Fred
Holder.
Available as an online
subscription only: $25 /yr
Delivered online at:
www.morewoodturning.net
Lots of great information for your
browsing pleasure.

8003452396
15% off + Free Shipping

to our Club members

More Woodturning

PO Box 2168
Snohomish, WA 98291-2168
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Ads (Cont'd)

Targo Woods
11 00 C St, Bldg B
Bellingham, WA

www.targowoods.com or
www.hardwoodstoget.com
Local Bellingham wood source for
your projects. Hardwoods, Burls,
Veneers. Wood to replace a leg on a
chair, make a whole dining room set or
turn a bowl, you will find it at Targo.
Oby says: "NWW Club members will
get 10% off on their purchases. "
Save on gas, buy local!
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Ads (Cont'd)
TOOLS WANTED

Seeking no-longer-used or unwanted
lathe tools, woodworking tools,
gadgets, jigs or shop related items
that could be sold at the Club Store.
Proceeds will go to the Club
treasury.
Please bring your item(s) to our
regular meeting and/or contact
Richard Mabie at (425) 774-5996.

Photos by Ed Frank

BONUS! A few pics from the Sawdust Saturday
Pyrography Class on June 28, 201 4.
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