Northwest Washington Woodturners

A Local Chapter of the American Association of Woodturners
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About NWW...

President's Letter

The Club meets every 3rd Thursday of the
month. There is no meeting in Dec. Time:
6:30pm No host dinner beginning at 5:30pm.
We meet at Hillcrest Park Lodge in Mt.
Vernon, WA. Exit I-5 at Kincaid St (Exit 226).
Turn east up Kincaid to S. 13th St, turn right
(south). Hillcrest Park is approx. 6 blocks
south on 13th St. The Lodge is located in the
NW corner of the parking lot, beyond the
tennis courts.

Ray Shields

I have come to accept that at
certain times of the year, my
shop will be untidy for a while.
For example, before Christmas
I often get so busy making
things that items do not get
returned to their proper place.
When January comes around,
there is more time to rest up,

clean up, and re-organize for the next projects.
Or at least that's the theory. Regrettably, my clean
up skills have been waaaaay overshadowed by my
mess up skills. It is now June and my shop is still
a mess. And I could have said the same thing last
June, too. Chronic chaos. It is getting downright
embarrassing. Even worse, it has now begun
interfering with my workshop efficiency -- and
fun. As I look around the shop I see no table,
counter or benchtop that isn't completely covered
with "stuff": tools, notes, multiple projects in
various stages of completion, cans of finish, wood
scraps that are big enough to want to hang on to,
hardware, etc., etc. And lately, just to get from
one end of the shop to the other, I have to step
over large hardwood rounds or hemi-rounds, air
hoses, a cyclone addition to my shop-vac, and
other scattered flotsam and jetsam.

Meetings are open to anyone interested in
woodturning. All skill levels from beginners
to advanced turners are welcome.
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I have nobody to blame but myself for this
situation, of course. I have gone out to my shop
on several occasions for the sole purpose of
cleaning things up. What invariably happens is
that after five or ten minutes of cleanup, I get
distracted by a bowl that I epoxied the day before
and now is ready to be finish turned, or a cabinet
door that needs its last coat of poly before I can
install it, or completion of the jig for my band saw
that I am anxious to try out, or... well, you get the
picture.
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President's Letter

(Continued from Page1)

One of the biggest difficulties that I have now
encountered is that I seem to have more odds and
ends on hand than I have places to put them. For
example, I have shelf space for more than two
dozen spray cans of various finishes, but I seem to
have at least another dozen or so that are sitting
around on my work surfaces, with no available
place on a shelf for them. Ditto for various tools,
many of which are hanging on the walls with
many more on my workbench, table saw, or even
on the floor, with no room to stash them out of
the way. You would think that this situation
would dissuade me from adding any further tools
to my collection, but so far my interest in getting the next tool, burr, bit or finish is as strong as ever and
UPS trucks make regular stops here. I would not be surprised if Cambridge will soon want to use my
shop as an ad hoc laboratory to study Chaos Theory. But to worry, I have once again set aside time this
afternoon to go out and whip the shop into shape....
The Memorial weekend sunshine was heavenly! My wife and I headed over to Port Angeles for the Juan
de Fuca Music Festival, which had a myriad of outdoor booths set up. It could have been a drizzly fiasco,
but instead was a well attended sunny success. There are a lot of amazingly talented musicians out there!
On on our way home, we stopped in for a visit with Helga Winter, our demonstrator for the June
meeting. She showed us her 'new' studio, a cozy outbuilding adjacent to her home. She gave me a brief
glimpse of the encaustic process that she will be explaining during her demo. Fascinating stuff -- don't
miss it!

Ray

President's Challenge
The title of the President's Creative Challenge for this
month is "Seeing Eye to Eye" . After all, as the days
get longer and sunnier, our dispositions also brighten
and we realize that we agree on more things than we
disagree on. And after Beth Ireland's inspiring talk
this past month, no doubt your creative juices are
exuding from every pore of your being. So use this
American idiom as the theme and see what you can
come up with. As always, it will be fascinating to see
the fruits of your labors. Several Craft Supplies gift
certificates will be drawn and/or awarded, solely on
the capricious whims of the Prez.
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May Program Recap
Beth Ireland was our guest presenter in May.

Photo by Ray Shields

Beth is a
multi-talented woodworker, architectural turner, artist,
instructor, author and intermittent vagabond. She had been
doing demos and workshops on the West Coast and we
were lucky enough to have her stop by for a couple of days
before beginning her drive back to the East Coast. Beth
began her presentation with a fascinating slide show
providing a chronological glimpse of her career to date.
Beth graduated from art school some 30 years ago and
began making her living doing wood block prints. She
discovered, however, that she enjoyed working with the
wood blocks more than creating the inked images. She
switched jobs and began working as a carpenter. By 1983
she owned her own shop, initially making custom cabinets
and built-in furniture for clients. Beth was forced to take some time off after hurting her back,
and got a modest lathe from Harbor Freight to do small turnings as she recovered. That was
the beginning of her turning career and she has never looked back. Now she does both large
architectural and smaller artistic woodturning.

Epoxy rimmed bowl

In the 90's, Beth began experimenting with epoxy, and
soon was imbedding all sorts of things in imaginative
ways. One of her wood and epoxy bowls was chosen for
inclusion in Fine Woodworking's
.
Unfortunately, the frequent heavy epoxy fume exposure
led to an irreversible loss of smell, so Beth cautioned
about using a proper respirator when using epoxies and
other strong chemicals.

At age 51, Beth decided to return to school for a
year, where she learned welding, casting bronze,
and multiple other new skills. She also discovered
that her fellow grad students, though technically
and artistically adept, often were at a loss when it
came to actually building things. They could
design something on the computer, but did not
have the ability to physically construct their ideas.
It was then that Beth decided she should develop a
way to teach students practical hands-on skills. She
began designing a workshop on wheels.
In mid-2010 Beth customized a Chevy Express Van
and lived in it while involved in a traveling art/craft
project called Turning Around America. During
(Continued on next page)
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Back end of Beth's customized Chevy van
used for Turning Around America.

her year of extensive travel around the U.S., she
taught more than 3,000 kids (and more than a few
kids-at-heart adults, too) how to make things out of
wood. She recalls it as a truly wonderful and
rewarding experience.
She returned home for a short while but soon was
traveling again -- this time to Guatemala! She spent
a few weeks in the viillage of Veracruz, with the
goal of teaching the villagers as much basic
carpentry and woodworking hand skills as possible
in order to help them to become financially selfsufficient.

Beth teaching woodworking skills in Guatemala.

Squeezed in amidst her travels, Beth also continued to maintain her architectural turning
business, put on various demos, participate in Echo Lake collaborative projects, write articles
and teach at The Center For Furniture Craftsmanship in Rockport, Maine. She still does.

After the cookie/coffee break, Beth mentioned that she often hears the complaint, "I'm not
artistic." To stimulate one's artistic and creative potential, she suggests making a table or grid,
and went through an example using James' son Gage as a central theme or starting point.

Brainstorming
Jot down items
that relate to your
central idea or
theme

Object Words
For each
brainstormed item,
write down as many
objects relating to that
item as possible

Symbols
Make a rough
sketch of the
identified objects
to help visualize
them

Objects
Determine the
type of object you
wish to create (for
example, a turned
BOX). Then sketch
out ideas for
incorporating the
symbol into a
BOX (or whatever
object type)

Materials & Research
If unfamiliar
materials/supplies are
required, investigate where
to get them, how to use
them, etc.

Creating and playing with stringed musical instruments has been a new
avenue that Beth has been pursuing the past few years. She and her sister
Laura worked on designing and making what they have designated as "The
Strumpet". They have even set up a website dedicated to it
(https://strumfactory.com/) and have completed their first run of 50
instruments. They are now coming up with improvements and new ideas
for their next run.
As an interesting aside, Beth mentioned that she completed a ukelele
commission for a friend a few months back. He wanted an instrument that
would inspire him as an artist. Beth wrote an essay about her life as an
artist and transcribed it into Wing Ding font, then burned it into the inside
and outside of the ukelele (see picture at right).
We thank Beth for inspiring us to "think the impossible" and then figure
out a way to do it. Her impressive body of work confirms that with talent,
motivation and an inquisitive mind, it truly can be done!
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Beth Ireland's Offset Turning Class
On Saturday, May 20th, Beth held a class on turning simple
offset boxes. The rebellious and incorrigible participants did not
necessarily limit themselves to boxes, however, and had great
fun making all manner of off-center, twisted and contorted items
once the basic techniques were explained. Beth showed great
patience with the ungovernable crew.

A light moment during class

An example of patterns that can be
created using offset turning.

Outtakes
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Upcoming Programs
June 15 - Back by popular demand, woodturner and
artist Helga Winter will demo an encaustic technique

for use on turned pieces. On Friday, June 16, Helga
will provide a class on acrylic techniques, including
the use of washes and various acrylic media, as well as
the creation and use of a flexible stamp that can be
used with acrylic paints. Those who have taken
classes from her know that she is an up-beat,
enthusiastic teacher with extensive experience in the
art world -- and in this class she will show you useful
acrylic techniques while keeping a smile on your face.

July 20 - Martha Collins, in her own words: "My

passion is to create personal, unique, three dimensional works of art with exotic hardwoods and brightly
colored veneers that are hand dyed in my studio.
Each piece is carefully constructed using the natural
colors, grains and textures of the sustainable yield
exotic and domestic hardwoods. This beauty is then
captured and framed with the dyed veneer. It is this
combination, of the natural and the dyed, that sets my
work apart and makes each piece unique."

August 2 6 - When summer is in full swing it is time
for the Annual Woodworkers/Woodturners Potluck
Picnic, held at Val and Laura Matthews' sprawling

"park". Hamburgers and brats will be provided.
Bring an appetizer, salad or dessert along with your
favorite beverage and join us for a fun afternoon.
There will be a tool sale and silent auction and likely
a surprise or two. Come on out!

Reminder:

We have top turning events coming up in July, August and September. If you are
new to turning spin tops or simply want to see additional ways to turn tops, come to one of the
top turning sessions on June 17 at Gerrit Van Ness' shop. There will be a morning session
beginning at 9 am , and an afternoon session beginning at 1 pm . Bring a face shield and your
favorite tools (although tools will be available for your use).
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Spend the Day (in Bellevue) with Glenn Lucas!
WHO: GLENN LUCAS, a professional turner and artist for more than 20 years. Based in Ireland.
WHAT: A day-long demonstration by Glenn. He will be demonstrating his Utility Bowl, his Traditional
Irish platter, and his techniques used in sharpening tools.

WHERE: Bellevue College’s Paccar Auditorium, Bellevue, WA
WHEN: June 10, 2017 9:00 AM to 4:00 PM Glenn first began to develop his passion for woodworking

during his childhood and established his own business at sixteen in 1993. Glenn’s work is made from
native Irish hardwood, sourced locally. His designs have attained international recognition and Glenn is
frequently invited to attend exhibitions promoting the best of Irish craftsmanship. In addition to his
woodturning Glenn teaches in his County Carlow Woodturning Study Centre at his home in
Bagnelstown, Ireland.

REGISTRATION:

Registration is $75 for the full day demo (includes snacks, beverages and a delicious

catered lunch). To register, go to https://seattlewoodturners.org/glenn-lucas-demo/ where you can either
register online, or download and complete a registration form and mail it along with your payment. Be
sure to register now and save! If you have any questions please contact Tim Tibbetts at:

seattle.aaw.events@gmail.com

Novices' Corner
Chucking methods:

Different ways to hold the wood on the lathe

by Tom Boley (reprinted with permission)
“Chucking” means gripping the wood on the lathe so it is held securely while the lathe spins the wood.
These methods range from a spur drive to a four-jaw chuck. Let’s go in order.
There are several methods of holding the wood on the lathe, the most basic of which is a spur drive. If
you bought a lathe, you very likely got a spur drive with it. That is the piece with the Morse taper on the
back end, a point in the middle of the fat end, and four relatively sharp vanes sticking out from the face
of the fat end and surrounding the point.
Let me comment for a moment about the Morse taper. Inside the threaded drive on the headstock is a
hole which goes through the entire headstock. That hole is tapered to smaller as it goes in. When you
put a corresponding tapered piece in the end, such as that spur drive, it mates with the taper in the drive
and will not allow the spur drive to be pushed farther in no matter how much pressure you put on the
piece with the tailstock wheel. But you must take care of it. All the Morse tapers at the drive end of the
lathes with which I am familiar are #2 Morse tapers. Morse tapers come in sizes from a #0 to a #7, which
is more than 3” across! The ones you will likely see are #2 and #3. Keep ‘em clean. Woodcraft and other
sources sell a hard rubber reamer and you should have one so that you can clean the taper out
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Chucking Methods (Cont'd)
occasionally to ensure a good mating. Don’t use grease, oil, WD-40, or any other lubricant on this. If you
notice a burr on the taper of the tool you intend to insert, carefully file it off smoothly before you insert it
or you could damage the interior of the tapered hole. Most lathes have the #2 Morse taper on the drive
side and some have a #3 Morse taper on the tailstock side.
So, back to the spur drive. These are most often used for spindle turning but may also be used for other
jobs as well. Center the spur drive on your piece, bring up the tailstock with a live center (also known as a
bearing center) to the other end, and then tighten up the tailstock end so the spurs bite into the left side of
your wood.
There is also something called a “safe drive” and is a good tool to have in your kit. The safe drive is sort of
like a spur drive and is used the same way but doesn’t have the spurs. Instead, around the point is a
smooth ring of steel which will bite into the end of your spindle blank with enough force to drive it but it
you get a bad catch, instead of tearing out a chunk of wood, the spindle will just stop in place while that
safe drive continues to spin in the end of it. These are really only used for spindle work but can save you
having to start over again if you get a bad catch while making that table leg for your neighbor. Spur drives
come in different sizes and styles for different applications.
Moving up the chucking hierarchy, next is the collet chuck. This is a device which goes into that Morse
taper in the drive and holds a piece by tightening a collar around flexible arms inside the chuck. When
you are done, you remove the piece by loosening the collar.
Next is the screw drive. Essentially, a screw drive is just that, a screw of some kind which is screwed into a
pre-drilled hole in the wood. As the wood is screwed onto the screw drive, it indexes up against the face of
the chuck which provides stability to the piece. When you buy a four-jaw chuck, which we’ll discuss in a
moment, you get a spur drive with it. Grip the base of the screw in the center of the standard size jaws and
tighten it well. When you screw on the wood, it will index against the top edge of all four jaws and be
quite stable. There are also dedicated screw chucks such as the Jerry Glaser Screw Chuck, an expensive
but absolutely outstanding piece of equipment. See Alan Lacer’s web site for a picture -http://stores.alanswoodturningstore.com/-strse-47/Glaser-Screw-Chuck/Detail.bok. You will notice that the
basic unit has a small face but it comes with a screw-on collar which gives the option of two more face
sizes. And there is a larger collar yet which is available for the next two sizes. The thing about a screw
chuck is that the piece of wood must index down on the face of the chuck in order to be stable. There is
also a very small screw chuck which is available into which you place your own wood screw for turning
small stuff such as drawer knobs.

And now, the four-jaw chuck. Several companies make these, with different prices. All come with their

standard #2 jaws and a screw for screw-chucking as I mentioned above. The great thing about four-jaw
chucks is that you can get a wide range of jaw sizes and shapes for holding nearly anything which will fit
into the jaws. For example, when turning a bowl, shape the outside of the piece of wood and cut a tenon
on the bottom to fit the jaws of the chuck. When you reverse the bowl, grip the tenon in the four jaws of
the chuck to be able to access the inside of the bowl for hollowing. Note the shape of the jaws. Some have
a straight up and down face with several sharp ridges to grip a tenon. Some are shaped to fit a dovetailed
tenon. Pay attention to the shape of the inside face of your jaws so you can shape the tenon accordingly for
the best grip. Many companies make these – Oneway, Nova, Vicmarc, and others. Besides gripping a tenon
by tightening around it, four-jaw chucks can be used to expand into a mortise in a piece, too. For example,
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Chucking Methods (Cont'd)
you could cut a mortise into the bottom of a platter, place that mortise over the jaws of the chuck, and
then expand the jaws to grip the inside of the mortise. A four-jaw chuck is an expensive addition to your
kit but will be one of the best buys you make in woodturning.
Finally, one more chucking method to mention is the vacuum chuck. A hollow tube is mounted into a
base of some kind with soft material around the top edge of the tube. The base into which the tube is
mounted has either a small face plate or a threaded nut imbedded in the base which will screw onto the
drive. A vacuum pump is attached to draw vacuum through the headstock. When turned on, the vacuum
may draw as much as 25psi, firmly holding whatever you have across the face of the tube. These may be
used in many applications but are especially useful for finishing off the bottom of a bowl without the
tailstock in the way.
This is by no means all the information available on these common methods of gripping wood for turning
but is meant to pique your interest in methods which may be helpful to you. Talk to your fellow
woodturners about these methods and see what works for them. You will surely find many who would be
quite willing to have you visit their shops for a first-hand look at chucks and their many uses.

Tom Boley has been turning since about 1995, has done demonstrations for clubs in five states, and teaches at

the John C. Campbell Folk School in NC. He has been president of three clubs, two of which he started, one in
VA and one in KS. Contact Tom at tboley10@gmail.com.

From the Club Store
Our Store Manager, Richard Mabie, has ordered up items from The Walnut Log Studio and
Supply, based in St Louis. Among other things, The Walnut Log is the exclusive distributor in
the U.S. for British based Yorkshire Grit and Hampshire Sheen.

Yorkshire Grit - an abrasive

paste formulated of pharmaceutical grade ingredients,
including mineral oil, beeswax
and ultra fine grinding powders.

Hampshire Sheen - a blend

of danish oil for adding a
warm glow to the wood,
carnauba wax for a tough
finish and microcrystalline
wax for additional protection.
Richard also picked up a small quantity of
some powdered metal inlay material from
The Walnut Log. He invites you to save on shipping by stopping by the Club Store to check out
these newer items as well as to pick up some of your old favorites.
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Sawdust Saturdays
Sawdust Saturdays have been designed by club volunteers to help new turners develop skills
and be introduced to different opportunities in wood turning. Classes are held at the club
shop in Bayview. We begin the class about 9 am and wrap up about 3 pm. Our club has
eight mini-lathes available to learn on as well as a basic set of turning tools for each lathe.
The next scheduled sessions are:

June 24 - Piercing, Coloring, Dyes
July 29 - Pyrography, Carving, Texturing

Sign-up sheets are generally available at the Thursday meetings. Please sign up early.
The $10 non-refundable registration fee, which is due at the time of sign up, is to cover the cost
of materials, tools and refreshments.
Participants are required to bring personal safety equipment, at a minimum a full face shield.
For information on classes contact Ed Frank at 360-293-5534 or Mike Young at 360-293-4236.

Cookie Roster
Our cookie volunteers each bring 2-3 dozen cookies to our regular meetings. A big "Thank
you!" to those who have already brought in cookies during 2017. Our mid-meeting breaks
would not be the same without you. Keep up the great work!

June Cookie Volunteers
Robert Brulan
Phil Kezele
Rod Parker
Tom Thorton
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Club Contacts
Northwest Washington Woodturners
P.O. Box 31
Mt. Vernon, WA 98373

President

Ray Shields
President@nwwwt.org

Vice President

Tom Thorton
VicePresident@nwwwt.org

Secretary

Gary Moore
Secretary@nwwwt.org

Treasurer

Jeff Phillips
Treasurer@nwwwt.org

Members at Large

Phil Kezele
pkezele@wavecable.com

Membership Chairperson

360-671-3072

425-948-6717

360-293-7305

Mentoring Chairperson
Events Chairperson

Dennis Shinn (Acting)

woodturner@anatechsys.com

206-372-5123

360-840-5680

480-338-3395

rodney.parker@cox.net

360-240-8962

James Plessner
jmplessner@hotmail.com

Jesse Charette
jesse.charette@gmail.com

360-757-7730

Rod Parker

480-338-3395

Website Chairperson

Laura Matthews - Assistant
George Way
georgerway@gmail.com

360-671-7141

Rod Parker
rodney.parker@cox.net

Les Books
l.books09@gmail.com

360-941-4408

Education Outreach Chairperson

360-854-9909

Sawdust Saturday Chairpersons
Ed Frank
edwinfrank@comcast.net

Ron Means
360-222-3092
ron.means@rocketmail.com

Programs Chairperson

Michael McCunn
Membership@nwwwt.org

Mike Young
mjyoungana@gmail.com

Library Chairperson
Ron Wehde

ron.wehde@gmail.com

Gallery Photographer

360-293-5067

Ron Means
ron.means@rocketmail.com

Newsletter Editor

360-920-1485

Ray Shields
rayshields@msn.com

Bowl by
Helga Winter
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360-293-5534
360-293-4236

425-745-9851

360-222-3092

360-671-3072

Ads
This space is set aside for contributors and for members to advertise free of charge to sell or purchase tools, wood,
etc. Please submit your ad to the Newsletter Editor by the last Thursday of the month or submit it to him at the
meeting for inclusion in the next month's newsletter.

FOR SALE

Used Grizzly H8259 wood lathe
- Motor: 1/2 HP, 110V
- Swing over bed: 10 inches
- Distance between centers: 18 inches
- Tailstock travel" 3-1/4 inches
- Speeds: 826, 1205, 1713, 2422, 3337 RPM
- Includes 6" toolrest, spur center and wrenches
- Overall dimensions: 36" L x 11-1/2" W x 15" H
- Approx. shipping weight: 78 lbs.

Contact: Duane Atkins (360) 387-4325 or (206) 819-4179
(Camano Island)
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[Catalog picture]

$100.00

Ads (Cont'd)

Have some hand-me-down tools
you would like to donate?
Contact our Store Manager, Richard
Mabie (Richard@mabiemail.com), or
bring the tools to a Thurs. regular
meeting. Thank you!!!

to our Club members
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Ads (Cont'd)

1401 E St
Bellingham, WA 98225
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LATHE FOR SALE:
ONEWAY 1018 WITH BED EXTENSION
Oneway precision quality!

1/2 HP w/ Electronic Variable Speed Control
Plenty of power for turning small bowls, boxes, pepper
mills and spindles.
3 Speed Ranges: 0 - 3950 RPM
Distance between centers – 18”
Distance between centers w/ bed extension - 42”
Swing over bed - 10”
Tailstock & Spindle Taper - #2 Morse Taper
Spindle Thread - 1” - 8 Threads per inch
Backthread for vacuum attachments
Heavy Duty Metal Stand w/ storage shelves
Includes: Drive Centers, Live Centers & Robust Tool Rest
Cost new was over $2000

$1000
Contact: Rick Anderson 360-319-7600
rick@gardenarches.com

Outtakes
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