Northwest Washington Woodturners

A Local Chapter of the American Association of Woodturners

Monthly Newsletter for May 2018

About NWW...

President's Letter

The Club meets every 3rd Thursday of the
month. There is no meeting in Dec. Time:
6:30pm No host dinner beginning at 5:30pm.
We meet at Hillcrest Park Lodge in Mt.
Vernon, WA. Exit I-5 at Kincaid St (Exit 226).
Turn east up Kincaid to S. 13th St, turn right
(south). Hillcrest Park is approx. 6 blocks
south on 13th St. The Lodge is located in the
NW corner of the parking lot, beyond the
tennis courts.

Tom Thornton

A new month is almost upon
us. While they say “Time
flies when you’re having fun”,
I actually wish it would slow
down a bit. As I grow older
my body doesn’t seem to
want to cooperate with my
brain. Funny how that works,
huh.

Looking back at the last couple of months I
really like the board’s decision to focus on
learning, particularly with the influx of new
members on board.

Meetings are open to anyone interested in
woodturning. All skill levels from beginners
to advanced turners are welcome.

We are also considering putting a survey together to see what topics you, the membership,
would like us to teach on Sawdust Saturdays. It
could be repeat performances from years past or
something new. We would also appreciate your
feedback on the “Meeting the Mentors” program
in April and the “Playday” last month.
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President's Letter (Cont'd)
most of us. I drew a bit from my experience and came up with a few tips:
• First and foremost, always think safety. Protect your eyes. Even lightweight spindles
can do damage if they snap due to an unseen defect while turning at a high speed.
• For spindles, create your actual-size profile (with centerline) on light cardboard or thin
plywood, cut it out, and periodically hold up it to your work to check your progress. You can
also make a prototype to provide accurate measurements.
• Measure the longest distance from centerline and turn a cylinder just a bit larger. Next,
measure along the axis and mark the location of the “highs and lows” (beads and coves). Cut
a groove just proud of the target diameter at each high and low point with a narrow parting
tool, then “connect the dots”. I find it best to do the beads first, then the coves.
• I found that if I focus on the profile that is being created, rather than where the tool and
wood meet, it really helps with accuracy. A word of caution: be sure you are comfortable
with whatever tool you are using. This technique takes some practice, but I believe the
results are worth the effort.
Obviously, these are not set in stone, so I encourage you to tweak them and create your own
techniques. And don’t hesitate to ask other club members. There is a wealth of information
and talent to be shared in our organization.
In closing, I want to touch on something we all experience in our lives: failure. On this
season’s “American Idol” we were introduced to a mentor to the aspiring stars, a very
successful country music DJ named Bobby Bones. It was not his success that got my
attention, but a newly-released book he had written about failure.
I have long been fascinated by “famous failures”, well-known folks who kept their eyes on
the prize and never gave up on their dreams. People like Abraham Lincoln, who failed in
business and lost several elections before becoming one of our greatest presidents. Walt
Disney was fired from the Kansas City Star newspaper because he “lacked imagination”;
James Dyson made 3,727 prototypes before he came up with a vacuum that REALLY sucked!
The list, of course, goes on and on.
I bring all this up because I have had many encounters with this thing called failure. More
often than not it stopped right there; I would throw in the towel and walk away. It has only
been recently that I decided to, in most cases anyway, “keep on keepin’ on” until I achieve
success. I want to encourage all of you to do the same.
By the way, Bobby Bones’ book is called Fail Until You Don’t. A very appropriate title
indeed.

Tom
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May Program Recap
Photos by Ray Shields

May's meeting was a memorable mentormediated medley of much merit, with multiple
men (and Melanie) making marvelous masterpieces on multiple minilathes and one moderately mobile midi (not to mention one mediumsized mega-model). Most members managed to
mill about the maze of machines with minimal
mishaps and mingle with the modest masters,
making mental note of their mellow methods
and meaningful measures. Meanwhile, mindful
of the minutes, Monarch Tom mumbled mightily
into the microphone amidst the masses to motivate the motley mix. All in all, a monumental
miracle of mystique, motion and mirth.

[Too much? Maybe.]

Jim Sebring talked about threaded glue blocks,
among other things.

Melanie Mankamyer discussed and showed jewelryrelated techniques and supplies.

Jerry Holmes demonstrated how to make a yo-yo.

(Continued on next page)
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May Program Recap (cont'd)

Rick Erb had the chips flying as he demo'd bowl making.
Rod Parker went over the creation of bottle stoppers.

Ron Radliff reviewed steps in making spin tops.
Ron Means showed and discussed
techniques related to small boxes.

President's Challenge
To quote the Big Man himself:
"The President's Creative Challenge for June is what I will call "Go
Figure". Simply put, it is any piece turned from figured wood, burls, or
those with crazy grain patterns. I chose this because it oftentimes
requires some unique techniques to avoid the pitfalls (tearout, density
differences, etc) associated with wild wood."
You heard the man. Check the wood pile for a pretty piece of wood and
get busy! There will be prizes.
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Upcoming Programs
June 21

- Our guest demonstrator will be Jimmie Allen from
the Bremerton Club. He specializes in small, very fine lidded
boxes. He also has his own line of negative rake scrapers.
Jimmie will be at the Portland Symposium in the Trade Area
with Boxmaster Tools if you want to say hello to him before
he comes to our club.

July 19 - Charlotte "Charley" Phillips, who teaches at the

Northwest Woodcarving Academy, has graciously agreed to
be our July presenter. She is recognized for her delicate
floral carvings. In recent years she has been turning and is
able to combine both carving and turning to create original
stunning pieces. Although she lives in Texas, she will be
coming up our way from Ellensburg after she finishes
teaching her class on "Basket with Carved Flowers."

August 25 - Summer Potluck Picnic (jointly with NCWA).

The date is confirmed. Bring your date, something to sit on,
your favorite beverage, and a side dish, salad or dessert to
share. It will once again be at the Matthews' grassy estate
(thanks, Val and Laura!). More details to follow.

Did You Know...
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Know Your Woods
Bubinga (Guibourtia spp.) is from equatorial Africa. Mature
trees are 130-150 ft tall, with a 3-6 ft trunk diameter.

Heartwood ranges from a pinkish red to a darker reddish brown
with darker purple or black streaks. Sapwood is a pale straw
color, clearly demarcated from the heartwood. Bubinga is
frquently seen with a variety of figure. The wood grain has a
fine to medium texture and moderate natural luster.
Overall, bubinga is easy to work, though depending on the
exact species it may have silica present, which can prematurely
dull cutting edges. On pieces with interlocking or figured grain,
tearout can occur during planing or other machining
operations. Gluing can occasionally be problematic due to
bubinga's high density and natural oils. Generally turns and
finishes well.
Heartwood is rated from moderately durable to very durable
depending on the species; bubinga is also reported to be
resistant to termite and marine borer attack. It has an
exceptional strength-to-weight ratio.
Pricing is moderate for an import, although figured grain
patterns can be much more expensive.
Bubinga is a popular hardwood, commonly used for veneer,
inlays, fine furniture, turnings and other specialty items.
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Turning on the Web* ...
Contributed by Rick Anderson
One of the simplest shapes is a sphere. But to turn a
sphere just ain't that simple!
If one wants to spend $300+ there are several sphere
turning jigs on the market. Considered one of the best is
the Vermec (not to be confused with Vicmarc) from
Australia. Current US pricing is around $370.
(http://www.vermec.com/store/p27/Vermec_Sphere_Jig.html ) Another good sphere jig is made
by Carter Products. (http://www.carterproducts.com/turning-tools/perfect-sphere) Price of the
Carter jig is approximately the same as the Vermec. One significant advantage to sphere jigs is it
is much easier to turn a precise diameter sphere.
Unless you plan to turn lots of spheres it's hard to justify that kind of expenditure. A search of
the internet will yield lots of ideas for making your own sphere jig. But most require metal
working skills and expensive equipment.
However, there are other alternatives…..turning spheres by hand! Again, a search of the internet
and YouTube will yield lots of resources with several different methods. Just enter “turning a
sphere”. One excellent article by Doc Green (or at least collected by him) is this one:
http://www.docgreenwoodturner.com/turnspherefour.html -- it covers all of the popular non-jig
methods and includes numerous detailed drawings, including the “ghost method” used by
Christian Burchard who visited our club several years ago and gave an excellent demo on turning
spheres.
See you 'round!

*The internet contains a wealth of information of value to woodturners. Some is direct “how to”
articles and videos ...other resources provide inspiration and techniques which can be applied to our
craft. But remember, the internet is unedited, so beware of poor and unsafe techniques.
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Sawdust Saturdays
Sawdust Saturdays have been designed by club volunteers to help new turners develop skills
and be introduced to different opportunities in wood turning. Classes are held at Gerrit Van
Ness' studio shop in Bayview. We begin the class about 9 am and wrap up about 3 pm.
Our club has eight mini-lathes available to learn on as well as a basic set of turning tools for
each lathe.
The next scheduled sessions are:

June 30, 2018 - Platters, with
Rod Parker

July 21, 2018 - Chainsaw safety and

maintenance - Jerry Holmes (Free!)

July 28, 2018 - Possible semi-secret encore with R.P. that could

bowl you over. Be alert for further details, lest you
miss out. Again.

Check the monthly newsletter for regular updates. The cost for each session is $10 unless
otherwise specified (occasionally a session will be offered for free). Sign-up sheets will be
available during our regular meetings.

Cookie Roster
Our cookie volunteers bring 2-3 dozen cookies each to our regular meetings. Our sincere
thanks to those who have already brought in cookies this year. Thanks also to those who signed
up at our last meeting. We look forward to the tasty delights that you will be bringing in for
future meetings.

June Cookie Volunteers
Ross B.
Freda D.
Dennis L.
Blue J.
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Club Contacts
Northwest Washington Woodturners
P.O. Box 31
Mt. Vernon, WA 98373

President

Tom Thornton
President@nwwwt.org

Vice President

Norman Lanford
VicePresident@nwwwt.org

Secretary

Gary Moore
Secretary@nwwwt.org

Treasurer

Jeff Phillips
Treasurer@nwwwt.org

Members at Large

Phil Kezele
pkezele@wavecable.com

Membership Chairperson

425-501-2481

Michael McCunn
Membership@nwwwt.org

Education Outreach Chairperson

512-751-1272

George Way
georgerway@gmail.com

Mentoring Chairperson

360-671-7141

Rod Parker

rodney.parker@cox.net

Events Chairperson

360-240-8962

Dennis Shinn (Acting)

woodturner@anatechsys.com
Ron Means
ron.means@rocketmail.com

Library Chairperson

Ron Means
360-222-3092
ron.means@rocketmail.com
480-338-3395

James Plessner
jmplessner@hotmail.com

360-840-5680

Programs Chairperson
Les Books
l.books09@gmail.com

Website Chairperson

Jesse Charette
jesse.charette@gmail.com

360-293-7305

480-338-3395

360-854-9909

Sawdust Saturday Chairperson

206-372-5123

Rod Parker
rodney.parker@cox.net

360-941-4408

Ron Wehde

ron.wehde@gmail.com

Gallery Photographer
Ron Radliff
usaf.463@live.com

Newsletter Editor

Ray Shields
rayshields@msn.com

360-293-5067

360-920-1485
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360-222-3092

425-745-9851

360-222-3092

360-671-3072

Ads
This space is set aside for contributors and for members to advertise free of charge to sell or purchase tools, wood,
etc. Please submit your ad to the Newsletter Editor by the last Thursday of the month or submit it to him at the
meeting for inclusion in the next month's newsletter.

1401 E St
Bellingham, WA 98225
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Ads (Cont'd)
Pre-WW II Walker Turner Lathe
700 Series headstock on a 900 series bed
(the 900 series is the heavier of the 2 beds),
with a 900 series tailstock.
Bed is 52" long with a 10" swing
Banjo is not original, probably a Delta or
Taiwanese knockoff
Motor is a Delta, Model# 62-142, 1/2HP,
9 Amp.
The headstock is 1" x 12tpi - Morse #2
Includes 1 faceplate: 3 3/8" with RH and
LH inserts
Includes 1 Nova chuck adapter @ 1" x 12
TPI

$1.00 (not a typo!)

plus a dollar off if you transport it.

Thanks,

Michael Russell
jetcity64@hotmail.com
Heavy Duty WOOD LATHE,
built by Denver Ulery, from
Redmond, WA.
• AC/DC 5 HP Motor
• Total weight: 1,000 lbs

$600
Vernon Leibrant (360-966-5183) is
selling this large lathe for a friend
who is no longer able to use it.
Want to turn an impressively large
bowl? Then this is the lathe for
you.
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Ads (Cont'd)

Have some hand-me-down tools
you would like to donate?
Contact our Store Manager, Richard
Mabie (Richard@mabiemail.com), or
bring the tools to a Thurs. regular
meeting. Thank you!!!

to our Club members
(and tax free, too!)
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Ads (Cont'd)

Please note that Craft Supplies provides our club with
several hundred dollars in Gift Certificates each year.

Outtakes
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