Northwest Washington Woodturners

A Local Chapter of the American Association of Woodturners

Monthly Newsletter for June 2018

About NWW...

President's Letter

The Club meets every 3rd Thursday of the
month. There is no meeting in Dec. Time:
6:30pm No host dinner beginning at 5:30pm.
We meet at Hillcrest Park Lodge in Mt.
Vernon, WA. Exit I-5 at Kincaid St (Exit 226).
Turn east up Kincaid to S. 13th St, turn right
(south). Hillcrest Park is approx. 6 blocks
south on 13th St. The Lodge is located in the
NW corner of the parking lot, beyond the
tennis courts.

Fellow Woodturners,
I trust all is well and you are
covered from head-to-toe in
shavings (the sign of a truly
content turner). As we wind
down on a very busy June, I’d
like to reflect on Big Event #2
(the first being the Stu Batty demo,
of course), the AAW Symposium.

Tom Thornton

I’d first like to share some comments from a couple
of our members.

Meetings are open to anyone interested in
woodturning. All skill levels from beginners
to advanced turners are welcome.

Rod Parker said:

“A great experience…more than I expected!
•…a great group of fellow turners from the
NWW, so lots of comradery, good discussion of
presenters, vendors, and good dinner
conversation!
•…the breadth and quality of the work
displayed in the ‘instant gallery’ was
phenomenal.
•…the offerings from the vendors covered
everything a woodturner could want.
•…the demonstrators, from around the globe,
provided a great view of their styles and
techniques. They offered lots of opportunity for
questions and discussion. Many of the
demonstrations I attended, left me with a sense
of inspiration to tackle new facets of
woodturning.
•…the venue was truly outstanding, the level of
professionalism displayed by the AAW team and
volunteers was really great to see! For me, it was
well worth the investment in time and money!”
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President's Letter (Cont'd)
to help us understand how to make some of the impossible looking projects. The only drawback
was so much to learn and limited time.”
Thank you for your thoughts, gentlemen.
One of the takeaways for me was the ability to set our own pace. There were enough repeat demos to see
just about any that held our interests. Or we could check out the many beautiful and creative pieces in the
instant gallery.
As for myself, I enjoyed wandering the trade show floor while attempting to control the impulse to buy
anything in which I had even a mild interest (“I know if I buy that tool now I’ll definitely use it someday”). I
found a simple fix for my impulsivity: purchase items for the NWW monthly tool raffle (with the club’s
money, of course!) My little shopping spree resulted in covering the remainder of the year’s regular
meetings, have something for the bucket raffle at November’s Christmas party, and kick off Norman’s
presidential gig next January. The order in which they will be offered is classified at the highest level (that
means even I don’t know).
I must admit I was a bit star-struck introducing (or reintroducing) myself to the “who’s-who” of the turning
world, folks like Stu Batty, Jimmy Clewes, Mike Mahoney, Tim Yoder, Eric Lofstrom , even Reed Gray (aka
“Robo-Hippy”), one of my favorite YouTube instructors, but I REALLY liked meeting the regular folks at the
event. They all had stories to tell, and most were fascinating.
Although the majority were from the U.S., I met people from many parts of the world. One was a man
whose name tag read “Cayman Islands” and I asked him if there are many turners from there. His response:
“When I sell one of my lathes there will be two of us”.
I want to focus on one gentleman who sat down at our table in the lobby on Saturday afternoon. His name
is Ray Wright and, not only is he totally blind, but was a demonstrator at the symposium. He is a
woodworking instructor at the Division of Services for the Blind and Visually Impaired in Salt Lake City. He
said his students range from ages 11 to 86.
As you can imagine, he had some very interesting and inspirational stories. He told us about a pre-teen girl
who was not only blind but had no use of her left arm. She learned to prop her hand on the tool rest,
thread the tool between her fingers and turn her piece. My thoughts not only went to the determination
that this young girl must have had but to a point that Stu Batty emphasized about the left hand being very
passive in woodturning.
Sometimes the challenges I face are far greater than anticipated and I just throw my hands up in defeat.
Going forward I will look back on the stories that Ray shared about his students and strongly reconsider my
willingness to surrender so quickly.
Hope to see you on July 19th.

Tom
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President's Challenge
It has been some months but the time has come: The President's Challenge for July is nearly
upon us. The Challenge requires that you duplicate a particular shape or item at least four
times. The wood type, dimensions, complexity and
finish of the items is left to you. The idea is to gain
experience in closely replicating a particular form.
As always, prizes are awarded at the sole discretion
of the President, but based on past history it seems
likely that some will be given out. Best of luck!

June Program Recap
Our guest demonstrator on June 21st was Jimmie Allen from
the Bremerton Club (Olympic Peninsula Woodturners). He
specializes in smal lidded boxes. He also has his own line of
tools designed with box making in mind: Boxmaster Tools.
Before getting into making a lidded box, Jimmie surprised us
with an announcement: Beginning this coming January 1, he
will take over from Dave Schweitzer as the owner of D-Way
Tools. Dave was looking to retire and Jimmie was already
using D-Way's equipment to heat treat his own tools, so it
seemed like a logical next step for him.

Jimmie Allen

Not surprisingly, Jimmie addresses the bottom (base) section of the
box first. He hollows out the box using a negative rake scraper,
using a sweeping cut. Using a pivot point at the tool rest, he can
create a smooth rounded contour which requires little sanding.
When sanding is necessary, it can be accomplished effectively
using strips of velcro over the padded end of an old-fashioned
drill bit extension (see photo on the right). A small hook-andloop sanding disk (2" or so) with 8 partial radial cuts is then
folded onto the padded end. The interior of the body,
including any small nub in the center, can be smoothed out
quickly and efficiently. Then it is on to making the top.
(Continued on next page)
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All photos by Ray Shields

Jimmie begins his boxes by picking out a suitable piece of hardwood. He does most of his
boxes in an endgrain orientation, but finds that in some woods the grain shows up more
attractively if the box is cut side grain. Aesthetically, he finds that a
lid-to-body ratio of about 1:2 works well for his boxes. Jimmie
prefers to glue his pieces to wood blocks that contain a metal
female insert which can be screwed onto a threaded male
component held firmly in the headstock. Alternatively, tenons
could be cut at each end of the piece to be held in a chuck.

Hollowing out the inside of the lid is done in a
similar fashion to hollowing the body of the
box. However, calipers are used to mark the
size of tenon to leave for inserting into the box
body. The tenon is initially turned slightly
oversize, and then reduced in small increments
until the fit is snug but not too tight. Then the
body is re-mounted on the lathe and the lid is
jam fitted to the body, using a paper towel to
make a firm press-on fit. The outside surface of
the lid can then be turned, sanded and finished.

We appreciate Jimmie coming over to put on the demo and show us samples of his beautiful
boxes. For additional information about Boxmaster tools and handles, check out his website:

http://boxmastertools.com/

Riddle: What is made of wood but can't be sawed?
Answer:

Sawdust
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Upcoming Programs
July 19 - Charlotte "Charley" Phillips, who teaches at the

Northwest Woodcarving Academy, has graciously agreed to
be our July presenter. She is recognized for her delicate
floral carvings. In recent years she has been turning and is
able to combine both carving and turning to create original,
stunning pieces. Although she lives in Texas, she will be
coming up our way from Ellensburg after she finishes
teaching her class on "Basket with Carved Flowers."

August 25 - Summer Potluck Picnic (jointly with NCWA).

Come one and all! Bring your spouse or date, something to sit
on, your favorite beverage, and a side dish, salad or dessert to
share. It will be at Val & Laura Matthews' homestead (7550
Ershig Rd, Bow). Further details in the next newsletter, but it
will be a lot of fun, guaranteed...unless it rains really hard, but
what are the odds of that? (oops, hope I didn't just jinx it). A
map will be included in the next issue for those who are new.

September 20 -

Possibly Bonnie Klein. She would like to come,
but because of the construction of a new home going on during
the same time, she is reluctant to promise anything just yet. We
are hoping, though, and our Programs Chair will continue his
ever-so-gentle arm twisting. Keep your fingers crossed, and with
luck she'll be able to give us a presentation on her classic
child's stool with 4 legs and stretchers.

October 18 - Our guest will be Stephen Hatcher from Olympia.
A returning demonstrator known for his clear and detailed
instruction, he will be explaining his techniques for creating
dazzling optical effects for inlaid platter accents.

Additionally, he is going to be offering a unique 2-day hands-on
workshop to step through the entire process that he is outlining
on Thurs evening. Day 1 will be offered twice, on Fri. and Sat.,
then both groups will come together for Day 2
on Sun. This is likely to be very popular, so sign
up sheets will be available well in advance. Register
early to assure yourself a spot. Look for more info
at the next meeting and in future issues.
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Know Your Woods
Canarywood (Centrolobium spp.) grows from Panama down to
southern Brazil. Trees are 65-100 ft tall with a 2-3 ft trunk
diameter.

Heartwood color ranges from a pale yellow-orange to a darker
reddish brown, usually with darker streaks throughout. Pale
yellow sapwood is sharply demarcated from the heartwood.
Color tends to darken and homogenize with age. The wood
grain is typically straight, but can be irregular or wild on some
pieces. Uniform fine to medium texture with good natural
luster.
Canarywood is easy to work with both hand and machine tools.
It has good dimensional stability. Turns, glues and finishes
well.
Heartwood is rated as very durable in regard to decay
resistance.
Pricing is moderate for an imported wood.
Canarywood is used for railroad ties, construction lumber,
flooring, furniture, turned items and veneer. It is said to have
good acustic properties, and is sometimes used for speaker
enclosures.
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Turning on the Web* ...
Contributed by Rick Anderson
For those who recently attended the AAW Symposium in
Portland, one of the highlights was the instant gallery.
Each attendee was invited to bring along up to 3 of their
pieces for display. There was amazing work from turners
of all skill levels from all over the world. The AAW
facebook page has a link to photos of many of the
pieces. If you didn't attend the Symposium be sure to
check them out:

https://www.facebook.com/pg/AAWoodturners/photos/?tab= album&album_id= 198691460801
9398
There were also some amazing turners demonstrating their skills at the symposium. For many of
us, one of the highlights was watching Hans Weissflogg from Germany. Hans' demonstrations all
began with him walking to the white board and simultaneously signing his name with both
hands…...one a mirror image of the other! Hans is noted for pieces that are pierced from both
sides creating patterns when viewed. Several of his pieces are shown in photos on the gallery
link above. Even more of Hans' work is shown on his FaceBook page:

https://www.facebook.com/hans.weissflog/photos?lst= 100000130525947%3A10000314516375
9%3A1530312107&source_ref= pb_friends_tl
Next year the symposium travels to Raleigh, NC and won't be back to the West Coast for a few
years. Hopefully, even more of us will get to attend next time it comes our way. It's quite an
experience!
*The internet contains a wealth of information of value to woodturners. Some is direct “how to”
articles and videos ...other resources provide inspiration and techniques which can be applied to our
craft. But remember, the internet is unedited, so beware of poor and unsafe techniques.

Top-sy Turvy
Summertime is top turning time! We invite you to come turn
tops with us at Gerrit's shop so that by the time the winter
holidays are here, our supply of toys will be over the top!
Stay for 30 min, an hour, two hours, or whatever your
schedule permits.

When: August 18, 9am to 3pm
Where: Gerrit's Shop

12505 Parkside Ln, Mt Vernon
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Sawdust Saturdays
Sawdust Saturdays have been designed by club volunteers to help new turners develop skills
and be introduced to different opportunities in wood turning. Classes are held at Gerrit Van
Ness' studio shop in Bayview. We begin the class about 9 am and wrap up about 3 pm.
Our club has eight mini-lathes available to learn on as well as a basic set of turning tools for
each lathe.
The next scheduled session is:

July 14 , 2018 - Chainsaw safety and maintenance

w/ Jerry Holmes (This one is FREE and
does not require a sign up -- just show up!).

Knowing how to maintain your chainsaw in peak condition is important, and knowing how to
operate it safely is even more important. Come learn about chainsaws and get all your questions
answered by our very own in-house expert, "Logger Jerry". You'll learn something new, and you
just might come away with some free wood from Jerry's stash (it's been known to happen)!
Come by Jerry's place at 9am. His address is: 6202 State Route 20, Anacortes -- he is immediately
north of Harold's Market. PLEASE NOTE DATE CHANGE!

Check the monthly newsletter for regular updates. The cost for each session is $10 unless
otherwise specified (occasionally, as in the case above, a session will be offered for free).
Sign-up sheets will be available during our regular meetings.

Cookie Roster
Our cookie volunteers bring 2-3 dozen cookies each to our regular meetings. Our sincere
thanks to those who have already brought in cookies this year. Thanks also to those who signed
up. We look forward to the tasty delights you will be bringing in for coming meetings.

July Cookie Volunteers
Rick A.
Lisa A.
Dennis S.
Bumble B.
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Club Contacts
Northwest Washington Woodturners
P.O. Box 31
Mt. Vernon, WA 98373

President

Tom Thornton
President@nwwwt.org

Vice President

Norman Lanford
VicePresident@nwwwt.org

Secretary

Gary Moore
Secretary@nwwwt.org

Treasurer

Jeff Phillips
Treasurer@nwwwt.org

Members at Large

Phil Kezele
pkezele@wavecable.com

Membership Chairperson

425-501-2481

Michael McCunn
Membership@nwwwt.org

Education Outreach Chairperson

512-751-1272

George Way
georgerway@gmail.com

Mentoring Chairperson

360-671-7141

Rod Parker

rodney.parker@cox.net

Events Chairperson

360-240-8962

Dennis Shinn (Acting)

woodturner@anatechsys.com
Ron Means
ron.means@rocketmail.com

Library Chairperson

Ron Means
360-222-3092
ron.means@rocketmail.com
480-338-3395

James Plessner
jmplessner@hotmail.com

360-840-5680

Programs Chairperson
Les Books
l.books09@gmail.com

Website Chairperson

Jesse Charette
jesse.charette@gmail.com

360-293-7305

480-338-3395

360-854-9909

Sawdust Saturday Chairperson

206-372-5123

Rod Parker
rodney.parker@cox.net

360-941-4408

Ron Wehde

ron.wehde@gmail.com

Gallery Photographer
Ron Radliff
usaf.463@live.com

Newsletter Editor

Ray Shields
rayshields@msn.com

360-293-5067

360-920-1485
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360-222-3092

425-745-9851

360-707-1319

360-671-3072

Ads
This space is set aside for contributors and for members to advertise free of charge to sell or purchase tools, wood,
etc. Please submit your ad to the Newsletter Editor by the last Thursday of the month or submit it to him at the
meeting for inclusion in the next month's newsletter.

Oneway 2436 Lathe

with 18” extension.
3 Oneway faceplates - 3", 4" and 6”
2 Vicmarc chucks
Vacuum system
Light system
Oneway coring system with blades.
Asking $4200.
Contact Steve Pulver

360-371 -3318

(Stock photo from Oneway, not the actual item for sale)

1401 E St
Bellingham, WA 98225
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Ads (Cont'd)

Have some hand-me-down tools
you would like to donate?
Contact our Store Manager, Richard
Mabie (Richard@mabiemail.com), or
bring the tools to a Thurs. regular
meeting. Thank you!!!

to our Club members
(and tax free, too!)
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Ads (Cont'd)

Please note that Craft Supplies provides our club with
several hundred dollars in Gift Certificates each year.

A NOTE FROM ART LIESTMAN
I’m setting up some more texturing, burning, coloring workshops for July - September. If you
know of anyone who might be interested, please have them send me an email at
artliestman@shaw.ca and I’ll send them more info. FYI, the potential dates at this point
are:
Sunday July 22
Sunday July 29
Sunday September 9
Tuesday July 17
Tuesday July 24
Tuesday July 31
Tuesday August 7
Tuesday September 4
Tuesday September 11
Thanks!
Art
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Outtakes
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