Northwest Washington Woodturners

A Local Chapter of the American Association of Woodturners

Monthly Newsletter for May, 2019

About NWW...

President's Letter

The Club meets every 3rd Thursday of the
month. There is no meeting in Dec. Time:
6:30pm No host dinner beginning at 5:30pm.

Fellow Woodturners,
The club’s May meeting was
both educational and interesting, with a bit of excitement added in when the
Norman Lanford demonstration bowl blew
off the chuck. That was a
safety reminder to us all. Reed Gray assures us
the injury to his thumb was minor and he is
fine. This month’s meeting will be a week
earlier than usual, on June 13th , and will
feature Ashley Harwood from South Carolina.
Time and location for the meeting will be as
usual. Ms. Harwood will also conduct a bowl
class earlier on the 13th and a finial class on the
14th. We will send out an email if there are any
openings remaining as the classes near.

We meet at Hillcrest Park Lodge in Mt.
Vernon, WA. Exit I-5 at Kincaid St (Exit 226).
Turn east up Kincaid to S. 13th St, turn right
(south). Hillcrest Park is approx. 6 blocks
south on 13th St. The Lodge is located in the
NW corner of the parking lot, beyond the
tennis courts.
Meetings are open to anyone interested in
woodturning. All skill levels from beginners
to advanced turners are welcome.
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As most of you know, each year the club has an
All Day Demonstration. In March, 2020, we
will be featuring Richard Raffin . Planning for
the event is already under way, and our Vice
President, Rod Parker, will be hosting a
planning meeting at his home on Sunday, June
9th. Notice inviting you to attend and be a part
of the planning will be sent to each member via
separate email, probably before you read this.
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Club notificaton of available, free, recently
felled wood is beginning to take hold. There is
word of a recently downed maple tree in the
area and, if it becomes available, details will be
disseminated to the entire club.
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We have a date for the annual joint picnic with
the NCWA. It will be Saturday, August 17th.
Location will be the same as in the past, but the
actual address will be sent later in a members
(Continued on next page)
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President's Letter (Cont'd)
only email. I certainly look forward to visiting with each of you there. There is traditionally a
place for members to offer tools and other items for sale via silent auction, and also there is
always a “free” table where members can make surplus things available to other members for
free, if desired.
We have some additional dates to calendar in and plan to participate:

July 18, regular meeting featuring Seri Robinson, a professor specializing in spalted wood.
Should be very informative, as there are legions of rumors about the safety and efficacy of
working with spalted wood. Hopefully, she will set the record straight for us.

July 20, Children’s Art Festival, Hillcrest Park in Mount Vernon. This is an event that has been a
club regular for many years. All 8 club lathes with be there and all members are invited to
come and take your turn turning a few tops for the children. If you are not as proficient as you
would like to be with turning tops, plan on attending the June Sawdust Saturday dealing with
the very topic.

August 2-4 is the Anacortes Arts Festival, also an event in which the club has participated for
many years. It is a big event, providing members with a chance to demonstrate on one of the
lathes that will be there, show some of their turnings, and offer some for sale, if desired. It is
also a prime opportunity to promote our club to potential new members and discuss wood
turning with those who stop by to visit.

August 3 will feature an encore of top turning, this time for the children who attend the

Bellingham Kids' Festival to attend and dazzle the young visitors with turning their own top
while they watch.

August 5-8, several club members will conduct a hands on class at one of the Anacortes middle
schools. The sponsor will advise if they need assistance as the event gets closer.

September 8 (Grandparent’s Day) will be a top turning event in Everett. Details will follow. We
often forget that we have members in every part of the Sound, so this will be a great event for
those of you who are further South.

Our annual holiday potluck meeting will be November 21 st, a week before Thanksgiving. As
with all of these events, this will require planning and volunteer asistance. Be on the lookout
for opportunities to help make this as successful as those in the past.
One additional note. I have been informed that only a very few of our members are actively
turning tops for the annual Tops for Tots donation. Since we all need to practice for the three
live turning events, let’s see if we can each produce a handful of tops for each of our remaining
meetings, and can surpass the 2,000 or so we donated last year.
As always, turn safely and have fun. See you on the 13th.

Norman
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President's Challenge
This month’s President’s Creative Challenge is to turn
SOMETHING FOR THE KITCHEN , other than a bowl
or a cup. Precisely what that something may be, we
will leave up to you. Just make sure it is associated
with or commonly found in a kitchen (HINT: Spin
tops, sea urchin ornaments and spalted knitting
needles are not commonly associated with the
kitchen).
Note that gift certificates will be awarded by the Prez.

May Program Recap
Our guest demonstrator on May 21 was Reed Gray, aka
robohippy, who drove up from Eugene, OR. He describes
himself as a semi-professional turner, teacher and mentor
"which means I can support my habit and pay some bills,
but not enough to live off it." He is a charter member of
the Beaver State Woodturners, and also a member of two
other woodturning clubs.
Reed is perhaps best known for his many
YouTube instructional videos and for two of
the items for sale on his website
(https://www.robohippy.net): the Robo Rest,
which permits the ability to set multiple
repeatable angles for tool grinding, and the
Big Ugly, a thick piece of tantung steel, silver
soldered onto a longer piece of cold rolled
bar stock. This is ground and used as a heavy
duty scraper.

Robo Rest (mounted in a Oneway Wolverine jig)
As its name implies, the Big Ugly tool was not
designed with aesthetics in mind. Rather, the
hardness and toughness of the tantung is its
paramount virtue. Tantung is a cast metal alloy
composed of chromium, tungsten, columbian,
and carbon in a cobalt matrix. It retains its
cutting hardness at red hot temperatures. The

RIGHT - Business end of the Big Ugly tool.
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May Program Recap (Cont'd)
alloy holds a sharp edge for a long time. Reed demonstrated its sharpening, using his Robo
Rest.

After a mid-meeting break, during which there was a double-whammy tool auction (congrats
to Ed Einerson for winning a Rikon 1/2 HP grinder, and to Jim Short for winning a Robo Rest
donated by Mr. Gray), Reed began hollowing out a green madrone bowl blank using a Big
Ugly scraper. His preference is to turn green
wood to its final size and then let it warp and
bend at will. He worked fairly aggressively
and was able to accomplish much of the
interior bowl hollowing quickly. Then came
a sudden catch which yanked the bowl off
the chuck and rolling along the floor to the
left of the lathe, startling everyone. Despite a
bloody cut on his thumb (see note below),

Reed successfully re-chucked the bowl and
finished turning it. He used a shear scraping
technique to get a smooth finish that would
need little sanding. He did mention that
when sanding is required, it is best to keep it
slow (500-600 rpm) to avoid heat build up.

A few days following the demo, we received
the following post script from Reed Gray:
Regarding the demo:
Well, first the catch…. The thumb is fine, and it wasn’t something that needed or could have gotten
stitches. Still not positive about what caused it, but I have a theory… There was a nice spiral groove
from the Big Ugly tool, that started in the center, and spiraled to the outside of the bowl. Very similar
to that catch we have all experienced with the skew chisel. My injury was not from the cutting edge
which would have left a nice clean cut. It looks more like I got a big pinch. Best guess is that I went
past the dead center of the bowl, and the Big Ugly got caught in the up rotation of the bowl and came
back around to slam on the tool rest. So, the bowl as it flew off may have hit my thumb or the Big Ugly
may have hit my thumb, or some of both. I do have a friend who almost lost a thumb from doing this
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May Program Recap (Cont'd)
same thing. He had his thumb on the tool rest and the scraper came down on top of it. This is the first
time I have made this mistake. Don’t think I want to repeat it, and hope you can learn from my mistake.
One favorite quote I like to use for tool use came from an old Hollywood movie about Cyrano de
Bergerac, a famous swordsman. After disarming the student he says, “Hold the sword as you would a
bird. Too tight and you kill it. Too loose and it flies away.” I have used for years and actually saw a guest
with Roy Underhill (Woodwright Woodshop on PBS) use the same quote. Must be a good one…

So, you have a top turning event coming up. I will be doing a video later this year on spinning tops,
but, of course, not the conventional ones. Here are a couple of clips about some tops from around the
world that I found interesting:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v= iPGC0oubUKo&t= 54s There are a number of variations of these,
but they spin for a very long time, even in dirt. They use a forearm throw, but I prefer a back hand,
kind of like you use to toss the Frisbee. Thicker rope for the toss, and 30 to 45 degree slope on the top
part. Thinner rope doesn’t wrap very tightly without bunching up.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v= 8I-dZhxiEP8 A number of variations, very creative. The most

interesting one to me is tippy top variation about half way through. Haven’t figured out how to make
that one on the lathe. Well, not yet…

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v= V3wacsfb8OQ More from the same guy…
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v= MiGwhdqClUc&t= 25s A variation from Laos. Tub Luj,

pronounced too loo. I figured string length to be about 13 wraps around the top. I made a tip from
some 5/8 Delrin plastic which is readily available, turns easily, and won’t drill holes into your nice
wood floors. I am right handed and wrap counter clock wise, then throw with stick in my right hand
and top against the stick, in a back arm type throw, again kind of like the frisbee. They have the string
wrapped the same way, but use the left hand to throw….

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v= sLYazynm_1 M&t= 8s A variation on the traditional string spin
tops. Of interest to me is the underhanded throw with the top lateral/sideways. I have found out that it
works best if you let it spin almost all the way out and then give a gentle tug to get the top to right
itself/land point down. If you pull too early it tends to land on its side.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v= ertorvfyXSw And this one, on a ball bearing tip for you
segmenters….

I do know there are some plastic tips available, I think Craft Supplies used to carry them. There are metal
tips as well. No clue about the ball bearing tips, but some one can figure it out….
Had a blast up there. I will be redoing some of my bowl turning videos, and will send links when done.
Reed
aka robo hippy
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Upcoming Programs
June 13 - Ashley Harwood will be here! Please note that
our meeting will take place A WEEK EARLIER THAN
USUAL in June to take advantage of Ashley being in our

area. She is providing two classes as well: one on using
push cuts when turning bowls (Thurs, June 13), the other
on turning fine finials (Fri, June 14). The classes are nearly
full, but as of the moment both classes have at least one
opening, so contact Les Books (360-293-5067) ASAP if you
would like to attend.

July 18 - Dr. Seri Robinson will join us for an in-depth

look at wood spalting. Seri earned her PhD in Wood
Science in 2010, and is on the faculty of Oregon State
University's College of Forestry. She has research interests
in spalting, wood aesthetics, and applied wood mycology
(fungi). She is one of the nation's foremost authorities on
wood spalting. She is also an accomplished woodturner.
During her presentation she will explain the nature of
spalting in layman's terms, and provide information on
lines, colors, how spalting affects the density and stability
of woods, and will toss out tips on how to best create and
turn spalted wood.

August 17 - Get ready for our annual Summer Potluck
Picnic and Tool Auction. Always a pleasant and

entertaining afternoon, the picnic will once again take
place at Val and Laura Matthews' picturesque homestead
in Bow, WA. Bring an appetizer, salad, side dish, or dessert.
The club will provide burgers and brats with all the fixings.
Soft drinks available or bring your favorite adult beverage.
If you have a tool or supplies that you are no longer
needing, bring 'em along and put them up for sale. The
silent tool auction will go until approx 4 pm.
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Store Update
We have added a few
items from FASTCAP
this month to see if
they would be worth
carrying in a quantity
for the store. Limited
to supply on hand and
will gauge off of sales
if they will be reordered.
I have received several
requests for getting
Hats and Turning
Smocks purchased
with the club logo
embroidered on them.
I would require a
larger commitment from the club to be able to purchase them at a reduced rate to make the
price point low enough to sell to the majority who would want them.
In October, Lisa and I will be taking off on our annual RV trip for 6 months and should be
returning when the passes clear sometime in April 2020. We are looking for a club member
to assist us with the store for the few months while we are gone. If you are interested please
let us know.
Send inquires and suggestions to: NWWWTStore@gmail.com

Cookie Roster
Our cookie volunteers bring 2-3 dozen cookies each to our regular meetings. Home-made or
store-bought, either way works for us (some of us have greater baking abilities than others, and
we won't judge). A big thank you to those who have already brought cookies this year, and
especially to whoever brought in the
incredibly delicious home baked cookies
this past month!

Cookie Volunteers for June:
Bill Cowan
Terry Horne
Rick Terney
Helen A. Handbasket
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Sawdust Saturday
We would love to have club members help
support the community Top Turning events this
summer. Events are planned for Mount Vernon,
Bellingham, Anacortes, and Everett. These are
great opportunities to introduce Woodturning to
young people and more broadly to community
members.
To support those Top Turning events, the Sawdust Saturday this month will focus on covering all
aspects of top turning, including:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Wood sourcing
Blank preparation
Methods of mounting the blank on the lathe
Turning the top
Texturing/embellishing the top
Coloring the work

The session will be led by club members Rick Anderson , Ron Radliff and Tal Birdsong. We
encourage all club members to come, learn to turn tops, or learn new turning, texturing and
colouration techniques.
The club will furnish some spindle blanks, but you are encouraged to bring your favorite
turning material. End grain material works much better than side grain for texturing tops. If you
have colored markers or pencils please bring them along. There will be a minimum of 9 lathes
available for club members to turning.
The Sawdust Saturday - Top Turning workshop will be held on June 29th , from 9:00 to 3:00 at
Gerrit Van Ness’s shop in Bay View (Mount Vernon). For driving directions, please email Rod
Parker at the email address below.

A sign up sheet for the session will be available at
the June club meeting or you can email Rod Parker
(rodney48@wavecable.com ). The cost of the
session will be $10 per club member to cover the
cost of supplies and donuts!
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Know Your Woods
Sapele (Entandrophrama cylindricum), usually pronounced
(sah-PELL-ey) or (sah-PEEL-ey), is from tropical Africa.
Trees grow 100-150 ft tall with a 3-5 ft trunk diameter.

Heartwood color is a golden to dark reddish brown. Color
tends to darken with age. Besides the common ribbon
pattern seen on quartersawn boards, Sapele is also known
for a wide variety of other figured grain patterns, such as:
pommele, quilted, mottled, wavy, beeswing, and
fiddleback. Grain is interlocked, with fine uniform texture
and good natural luster.
Sapele can be troublesome to work in some machining
operations (e.g., planing, routing), resulting in tearout due
to its interlocked grain. It has a slight blunting effect on
cutters, but it turns, glues and finishes well.
Sapele is a commonly exported and economically
important African wood species. It’s sold both in lumber
and veneer form. It is occasionally used as a substitute for
Genuine Mahogany, and is sometimes referred to as
“Sapele Mahogany.” However, it is not a true mahogany.
_____________________
From THE WOOD DATABASE
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Turning on the Web* ...
Contributed by Rick Anderson
While Spinning Tops are always in season,
our club's top turning season is soon upon us
with July, August and September turning for
kids events…….and it's never too soon to
start filling our Tops for Tots box to
overflowing.
Our June Sawdust Saturday will teach the
basics….be sure to sign up! Beyond the
basics there are no limits in shapes, texturing
and coloring. So here's a couple of links to a myriad of top ideas. Let's start turning…..and
spinning!

https://www.pinterest.com/johncranmer/wood-turning-spinning-tops/
https://www.pinterest.com/deswirges/mauro-sarti-spinning-tops
*The internet contains a wealth of information of value to woodturners. Some is direct “how to”
articles and videos ...other resources provide inspiration and techniques which can be applied to our
craft. But remember, the internet is unedited, so beware of poor and unsafe techniques.

Newbie Tip: Lathe Speeds
Appropriate lathe speeds can be determined using a simple formula.

D = Diameter of stock in inches
RPM = Revolutions per minute of the headstock spindle

D x RPM = 6,000 to 9,000
Example A bowl blank is 8 inches in diameter.
8″ x 750 = 6,000
8″ x 1125 = 9,000
If the lathe is a step pulley drive system, choose a setting around 750 RPM to 1100 RPM,
staying lower around 750 RPM if you can.

The speeds suggested are for stock which is sound, no defects or checks, and
has not been laminated.
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Club Contacts
Northwest Washington Woodturners
P.O. Box 31
Mt. Vernon, WA 98373

President

Norman Lanford
President@nwwwt.org

Vice President

Rod Parker
VicePresident@nwwwt.org

Secretary

Gary Moore
Secretary@nwwwt.org

Treasurer

Phil Kezele
Treasurer@nwwwt.org

Members at Large

Giovanni Monteferrante

gmonteferrante@gmail.com
Jeffrey Moore

jpmjpm33@hotmail.com

Website Chairperson

Kyland Holmes
kyland.holmes@gmail.com

208-651-3122

360-941-4408

Education Outreach Chairperson
George Way
georgerway@gmail.com

Mentoring Chairperson
Rod Parker

rodney.parker@cox.net

360-293-7305

480-338-3395

Sawdust Saturday Chairperson

407-342-2787

Rod Parker

rodney.parker@cox.net

480-338-3395

Library Chairperson

425-686-8430

Tom Thornton

425-213-4353

Les Books
l.books09@gmail.com

Michael McCunn
Membership@nwwwt.org

206-372-5123

Rick Terney

Programs Chairperson

Assisted by:

360-671-7141

360-341-3731

rick.terney@gmail.com

Angela Hills
angelahills@hotmail.com

480-338-3395

David Pettenski

dpettenski@msn.com

Membership Chairperson

512-751-1272

theoldchipmaker@comcast.net

Gallery Photographer
Ron Radliff
usaf.463@live.com

Newsletter Editor

Ray Shields
rayshields@msn.com

360-293-5067

206-787-0367
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425-948-6717

360-707-1319

360-671-3072

Classified Ads
This space is set aside for contributors and for members to advertise free of charge to sell or purchase tools, wood,
etc. Please submit your ad to the Newsletter Editor by the last Thursday of the month or submit it to him at the
meeting for inclusion in the next month's newsletter.

Have some hand-me-down tools
you would like to donate?
Contact our Store Manager, Rich
Turpin (kydso2@hotmail.com), or
bring the tools to a Thurs. regular
meeting. Thank you!!!

to our Club members
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Ads (Cont'd)

FOR SALE: Delta Unisaw $1,125
Mid-century Delta Unisaw
• Original Repulse Induction motor
• Loads of torque
• Includes 42" Biesemeyer fence
• Zero clearance insert
• Original metal inserts
• Mobile base
• Original blade guard
• Several carbide tip blades included
• The 'derby' motor cover is after market
• No miter gauge included
This is strong running, very accurate machine.
Setup for 220V but can be switched to 110V.
I'm very sad to be selling this Unisaw as it
was the first piece of commercial quality
equipment that I purchased and restored!

Rod Parker
480-338-3395
rodney.parker@cox.net

A.

What type of tree fits in your hand?
A palm tree.

Q.
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Ads (Cont'd)

Please note that Craft Supplies provides our club with
several hundred dollars in Gift Certificates each year.

1401 E St
Bellingham, WA 98225
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Ads (Cont'd)

VEGA 2600 BOWL LATHE
$1750
26” swing
6”-17” between centers
Compact footprint
Legs adjust for height
Heavy duty banjo
Heavy steel contruction: 528 lbs
3/4” thick 12” wide lathe bed
Toshiba 2 HP Motor, 220 V
Toshiba variable speed frequency drive
0-2300 RPM Spindle speed
Headstock: 1-1/4”- 8 TPI Morse #2 Taper
Custom Spindle lock
Reinforced Tailstock: Morse #2 Taper
Removeable Tailstock: For hollowing & turning inside of bowls
Concrete filled headstock for vibration absorption
INCLUDES: 9” Robust Tool Rest, Drive Center, Live Center,
Tailstock Extension

Rick Anderson 360-319-7600 rick@gardenarches.com

Q.

Why can’t the lonely evergreen stop thinking about high school?

A.

She’s still pining to be one of the poplar kids.
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Outtakes
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