Northwest Washington Woodturners

A Local Chapter of the American Association of Woodturners

Monthly Newsletter for January, 2021

About NWW...

President's Letter

The Club meets every 3rd Thursday of the
month. There is no meeting in Dec. Time:
6:30pm No host dinner beginning at 5:30pm.

Fellow Northwest Washington Woodturning
members, welcome to 2021!

by Rod Parker

As we begin 2021, I'd like to remind you that
club membership dues are due! The dues for
this year will continue to be $35. You may make
your payments by visiting our club Web page
and follow the PayPal link, or you can mail your
payment to our club Treasurer, Phil Kezele. See
Phil's note in this issue for details.
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We meet at Hillcrest Park Lodge in Mt.
Vernon, WA. Exit I-5 at Kincaid St (Exit 226).
Turn east up Kincaid to S. 13th St, turn right
(south). Hillcrest Park is approx. 6 blocks
south on 13th St. The Lodge is located in the
NW corner of the parking lot, beyond the
tennis courts.

We will attempt to make 2021 membership
cards available at our Feb Wood Raffle and
Store Sale. Details are on page 11.

Meetings are open to anyone interested in
woodturning. All skill levels from beginners
to advanced turners are welcome.

2020 showered us with many challenges and
we are hopeful that we will be able to resume
normal operations in the latter half of 2021. We
plan to continue our virtual meetings until state
healthcare guides allow for larger group
gatherings.
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We have been fortunate to have scheduled a
good number of quality Interactive Remote
Demonstrations (IRDs) and plan to continue that
format until we can meet in person. David
Pettenski will be highlighting the planned
demonstrations for the first half of 2021.
In February we will be initiating a new
Interactive Sawdust Saturday Program. The
meeting format will be an open Show & Tell
session to feature members' works. This will be
followed by a Question & Answer session. The
Q&A portion of the program is open to any
questions regarding wood and woodturning. It's
all fair game. The Interactive Sawdust Saturday
Program is open to all club members regardless
of skill level or expertise. It is scheduled for
(Continued on next page)
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President's Letter (Cont'd)
Feburary 27th (the last Saturday of Feb), from 10:00 to11:30 am. Please bring your own coffee
and donuts! A meeting notice and link will be sent out during the week prior to the session.
Look forward to visiting with you then.

Rod Parker

President's Creative Challenge
After the inspirational demonstration by Jim Echter,
("The Sensational Skew"), I invite members to
submit pieces they have turned primarily using a
skew. The pieces judged the most noteworthy by a
panel of esteemed judges will receive a valuable
gift. (There may also be an opportunity for the rest
of us who thought skews were primarily meant to
open paint cans, to win something as well!)

Board Positions
by Rod Parker

A request for help (not an impassioned plea, ...yet)
With some members moving we have need for a couple of people
to help with Board Member positions. We are in need of a Club
Vice President to help me from going astray and a Membership
Chairperson . Neither of these roles require onerous work and are
a rewarding way to meet the members of the club and become
more involved in club operations. YOU can do it!
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Prior President's Challenge
Do you remember the President's Challenge back in
Novermber following the texturing demonstration by
Mike Peace? Apparently not, as there was only a single
entrant! Despite being a winner by default, the pieces that
Rick Anderson submitted were superbly crafted. He
provided pictures of a couple examples of his recent
texturing/chattering pieces (below) and a half-dozen
Christmas ornaments that he turned for the holidays
(right).

Although Rick richly deserves the gift
certificate he received for his efforts,
even he would agree that more
competition would be desirable. So
get out your skew and enter the
current Challenge!

New Sawdust Saturday Program
Given the COVID situation, it has taken some creative thinking in order to re-establish our
Sawdust Saturday sessions. Obviously we are all anxious to resume hands-on training, and as
soon as the State regulations permit it we will. In the meantime, however, we would like to
offer a chance to view others' work, share your own work, and/or get your turning questions
answered. To that end, we are offering a "Show and Tell" session that will be piloted on
Saturday, Feb 27th from 10:00 to 11 :30 am . If you have one or more pieces you would like to
share, bring them! Or send a picture or two to Rod
Parker (rodney.parker@cox.net). Be prepared to say a
few words about the wood used, the type of finish, and
any challenges encountered. Also, feel free to bring any
questions you might have, as we will have a Q & A
forum to discuss turning-related concerns and hopefully
provide some helpful answers.
Please be watching for an email announcement that
will come out a few days before the event. We hope to
see you at this informal yet fun event!
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Madrone bowl by Jim Short

January Program Recap

Jim Echter

On January 21st Jim Echter provided us with an
online demonstration titled, "The Sensational Skew."
Jim has more than 40 years experience in custom
woodturning and teaching. He specializes in spindle
turning. Among other things, he is known for his
knitting needles, drop spindles, kick spindles,
nostepinnes and other tools for spinners and fiber
artists. Given that his wife Kathy is a professional
quilter, it is not surprising that he also produces tools
for quilters, such as a quilting applique presser.
Additionally, he is recognized for his architectural
restoration work. Jim also writes articles for the Journal
of the American Association of Woodturners (AAW).
His "True Creations Woodturning" studio is located in
the beautiful Finger Lakes Region of Upstate NY in a
suburb of Rochester.

For those in the audience who are relatively new to turning, Jim described the parts of the
skew (see diagram on the lower right). He also gave his personal preferences and recommendations for a good skew to use. He emphasized that his recommendations were based on the
several hundred years long history of "what works".
The width of the skews that he prefers and uses almost exclusively are in the 1/2 to 3/4 inch
range. He recommends skews that have the cutting edge ground straight from heel to toe as he
feels they are easier to use. He is not a fan of skews with an oval cross section, in large part
because they are more difficult to sharpen and tend to chatter because of less mass.
Jim said that many new skews with rectangular cross sections come from the manufacturer with
edges that have not been adequately eased. When the edge of the tool is too sharp it is easy
for it to dent or mar the tool
rest, especially if the rest is
cast iron without a hardened
rod. It is therefore usually
necessary to use a grinding
wheel to round over the
sharp edges of the skew. The
edge on the toe side of the
skew should be only mildly
eased, but the edge on the
heel side can be rolled
(rounded) over more
dramatically.

(Continued on next page)
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January Program Recap (Cont'd)
With regard to sharpening, Jim stressed the importance of sharpening/honing all 4 edges on
the business end of the skew. When making "point only" cuts (which he described a short time
later) it is necessary for all the edges that form the point be sharp.

There are several different types of cuts that can be made with the skew, but they can be
divided into edge-slicing cuts (like planing and peeling cuts) or point-cutting (forming vgrooves, truing tenons, or cutting pommels). The first cut Jim talked about and demonstrated
was the planing cut. This is done with
the skew's cutting edge positioned at
around 30-45 degrees to the tool rest.
Use the lower half of the cutting edge
(that is, the half of the edge nearest to the
wood being cut). When looking at the
cylinder of wood being planed, the
cutting action should take place at
approximately the 10:30 to11 o'clock
position. It is worth noting that Jim likes
to use a spindle roughing gouge for the
preliminary step of going from square
stock to a round cylinder.
Jim went on to explain how he prefers to
slightly modify the ABC's (Anchor, Bevel, Cut)
of turning. Under the Bevel category, he
stressed that one should glide, rather than rub,
the bevel; there is almost no downward
pressure. He also likes to add one letter,

(Continued on next page)
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January Program Recap (Cont'd)
making it ABCD . The D stands for "Dance", by which Jim means you move your body as you
cut. The skew's handle is tucked up next to the body and you use your legs to smoothly move
your entire body in the direction of the cut. This results in a more stable tool and therefore a
smoother cut.
Jim next talked about the peeling cut. The peeling cut
does not leave nearly as fine a finish as the planing
cut. But the surface is perfect for things like chair
tenons that will be glued into a mortise. To perform a
peeling cut, start with the tool handle low and
position the cutting edge 90° to the rotation of the
blank. Raise the handle until the back of the bevel
starts to rub. Continue to raise the handle until the
edge starts to peel away the wood. Remember, this is
not a scraping cut. With the tool handle low, you are
peeling shavings off the wood.

The next set of cuts that Jim demonstrated were "point-only" cuts. He began with the V-cut,
which starts with the long point down. The long point of the skew is used to define the
centerline of the V-groove, arched downward until it
contacts the workpiece, and then the handle is raised to
deepen the groove. To widen the groove, the same cutting
action is made alternately from the right and left until the Vgroove is to the desired width and depth. The bevel is rolled
slightly away from the cut for minimal bevel contact
(remember, this is a "point-only" cut).
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January Program Recap (Cont'd)
Jim moved on to beading cuts. A major advantage of using a skew chisel to turn beads is that
it can reach into the narrow area between the beads, leaving a clean, crisp line at the
bottom—no sanding needed. The traditional method of turning beads involves holding the
skew high up on the turning, presented on its side as
you would for a planing cut, then using just the short
point (heel) to roll the bead. This cut requires a few
different but simultaneous movements of the tool: its
shaft must be rotated to keep the cutting edge in
contact with the wood; the handle must be swung
(right to left for cutting the left side of a bead); and
the handle must be raised as you cut the side of the
bead deeper. During this cut, if any part of the
cutting edge other than the short point comes into
contact with the wood, a spiral catch can occur.
For both the V-cuts and beading cuts, Jim
emphasized the importance of the A-B-C-D -- if you
aren't moving your body, you aren't doing it right.
You have to do the "Woodturner's Dance", as he
calls it.
Jim went on to discuss making shoulder cuts and how to make clean pommel cuts, and
demonstrated these. For all of the cuts, he suggested practicing them over and over until they
become second nature. This does not happen overnight. One
recommendation he made was to take a cheap 2x4, rip it into
1 1/2 x 1 1/2 inch strips, and crosscut them into 10 inch
lengths. These make inexpensive yet suitable practice pieces
for any of the cuts. After practicing cuts like v-grooves or beads
on say a dozen or so pieces, one can expect to feel pretty
comfortable with them.
Jim has written a number of articles for AAW's magazine
(American Woodturner), and one of them reviews the items
discussed here in more detail. It appeared in the April 2019
edition (Vol 34, issue 2).
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Upcoming Programs

February 21, 2021 - We will go down under with Theo
Haralampou who is from Brisbane, Queensland, Australia.
Theo will present a demonstration on how to turn a Bowl
Within a Bowl . This is a more advanced presentation but
Theo will provide excellent guidance on how to turn this
illusion to impress your non-woodturning friends.

March 18, 2021

- Have an interest in inlays? Don't miss
the presentation by Craig Timmerman . Craig is a full-time
artist and production woodturner living in Austin, TX. He
has been a featured demonstrator three times at the
American Association of Woodturners National
Symposium as well as multiple regional woodturning
symposiums, and local woodturning clubs.

April 15, 2021

- There are several promising prospects for
this month's demonstrator, but at the time we are going to
press the April presentation is TBD. Check out next
month's newsletter for the final decision.
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Our Coming Demonstrator
The February meeting will be an Interactive Remote
Demonstration (IRD) via Zoom featuring Theo
Haralampou , Carindale, Queensland, Australia. Theo
will be demonstrating how to turn a bowl within a bowl.
Theo initially took up woodturning 23 years ago so he
could turn his own drumsticks and make gifts for his
family and friends.These days demonstrating and
teaching woodturning are his greatest passion and
fulltime endeavor.
Apart from demonstrating throughout Australia and New
Theo Haralampou
Zealand at symposiums, club events and wood shows,
Theo has demonstrated in the USA at the AAW
Symposium, on the Woodturning Cruise through the fjords of Norway and for World Wood
Day celebrations and tours in China, Cambodia and Laos.
Theo enjoy demonstrating the safest and easiest way to sharpen tools, develop good tool
control, and take advantage of the characteristics of the wood to turn and embellish
interesting, diverse and artful projects. He feels extremely privileged to be able to share his
knowledge and experience with others.
Theo’s philosophy is that life is too short, so we should enjoy the journey, share with others,
and leave something to show we were here.
Theo’s demonstration is titled: “Turning a Bowl
within a Bowl” . The principle behind this
turning is to first form a perfect hemisphere on
the outside of the bowl blank so that the bowl
can be rotated and remain on center. This
allows both the internal and external bowl
shapes to be turned with even wall thickness.
The technique also involves using an accessory
light source to cast a shadow of the bowl blank
upon a piece of paper to prepare a drawn
semicircle. Theo will demonstrate how to use
the drawing to turn a perfect hemisphere. Theo
will provide a handout to follow the specific
steps and to permit you to take your own notes
on the process.
Don't miss Theo's demonstration, coming on
Feb 18th !
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Membership Dues for 2021
A Note from our Treasurer, Phil Kezele
Quick reminder: it’s time to renew your membership
for 2021, if you haven't already.

$35.00 – Annual Dues (no change from past years)
Due to COVID-19 it will not be possible for members to
pay their 2021 dues in person. Because of this,
members can now renew their membership and pay
their dues on-line using PayPal or by mailing a check to
the NWW Treasurer.

1. To pay dues on-line with your Paypal Account:
a. Log on to the NWW web page (https://www.nwwwt.org/)

b. Click on the PayPal button:
c. Enter your PayPal login information; i.e. either your email address or phone number
and you will be directed to the correct page for paying dues.
d. We willl be notified that you have paid your dues

2. To pay dues on-line without a Paypal Account:
a. Click on the Pay Now button and select the option to pay with Debit or Credit Card.
b. Follow the instructions and we’ll be notified that you have paid your dues

3. To pay dues with a personal check:
a. Mail a $35.00 check (payable to NWW) to the Club’s treasurer:

NWW
c/o Phil Kezele
1388 Arrowhead Rd.
Camano Island, WA 98282

b. Include a note with name and any changes in address, phone, and/or email address.
Membership cards will be available for new and renewing members to pick up at our parking
lot sales event in Mt. Vernon.
P.S. Here are a few of the great perks of membership:
• Our club provides learning and skills development opportunities during the year.
• We schedule nationally known demonstrators to come visit our group on Zoom at our
monthly meetings.
• Sawdust Saturday classes (when allowed) at low cost (only $10). It's hard to find a good class
to learn from for such a minimal investment.

(Continued on next page)
10

Membership Dues (Cont'd)
• Extensive Library of Woodturning books and DVDs
• Our club store provides the opportunity to buy wood turning supplies at reduced cost.
We regularly schedule weekend ‘garage sales’ at the Hillcrest Park Parking lot—watch for
notices when these events are held, subject to WA state restrictions.
• Wood and tool raffles are a fun way to acquire additional wood for turning and possibly
win that new tool you have wanted to buy. Always held on the Saturday sales.
• Many local and on-line vendors provide discounts to club members. All you need to do
is show your current club membership card!

Next Store & Library Event
by Tom Thornton
The club will once again be hosting a parking lot event (weather permitting, of course),
featuring our full library and store resources, as well as a wood raffle. There will maple,
chestnut, and an unusual species for us, sequoia, on the table. Also a mix of small-to-medium
bowl blanks (maybe some spindle stock too). Raffle tickets are $1.00 each or 6 for $5.00.
For renewing members, your 2021 membership card will be available for you to pick up. For
new members, both your membership card and your name tag will be available.
We will be at the usual location, Hillcrest Lodge in Mt. Vernon, on Saturday,
The festivities will run from 11:00 pm to 12:30 pm, with the raffle at 11:45.
Hope to see you all there.
Tom
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February 20.

Know Your Woods
Black Palm (Borassus flabellifer) is found in tropical Asia and Africa.
Trees grow 65-100 ft tall, with a 2-3 ft trunk diameter.

Black Palm has black fibers embedded in a lighter tan or light brown
colored body. Fibers are more densely packed toward the outside of
the tree trunk.
Black Palm has a medium to fine texture, though it is by no means
even or uniform on account of the contrast between the dense, darker
fibers and the soft, lighter cellulose structure of the wood. Grain is
very straight and contains no growth rings or knots.
Black Palm tends to be quite difficult to work with both machine and
hand tools. The hard fibers contrast with the soft body of the wood
and can be brittle and splinter or pull out. Applying a sanding sealer
prior to final sanding/machining may help give as more homogeneous
density and reduce tearout. Sharp tools are required.
Technically neither a softwood or a hardwood, palm falls into the
category of monocots, which also includes bamboo, grass, banana,
and corn. Its shrinkage rate is more or less uniform between the radial
and tangential, with good dimensional stability.
From THE WOOD DATABASE
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Turning on the Web* ...
Contributed by Rick Anderson
Nearly everyone who takes up woodturning
wants to turn bowls at some point. Most of us
have struggled at times with the design/shape
of our bowls. Meeting this challenges requires
training our body to control the tools in order
to create what our mind and eyes visualize.
Like so many things in our craft there are
opinions galore when it comes to bowl design.
Indeed, there is no simple answer…..if there
were, we would get very bored! So let’s partake
of the wisdom of some turners who have been
able to put design ideas into words and
pictures.
One of the best sources on this subject is master turner and teacher Richard Raffan. Richard
wrote a book titled Turned Bowl Design in 1987 followed by an updated edition titled The Art
of Turned Bowl Design in 2008. While at least one of these editions can be found in our club
library, a copy would be a worthwhile addition to every turner’s personal library. In addition,
most every book on the subject of turning bowls has at least some pages devoted to bowl form
and design.
One of the best ways to refine your bowl designs is by studying examples of bowls on the
internet. A google search can result in evenings spent studying examples. Identify what
pleases your eye. Two books that will also provide numerous examples of design ideas are
500 Wood Bowls and 500 Bowls. The latter book features bowls of ceramic, wood and
metal…..yet all are examples that can be used to develop our sense of what is pleasing form to
us and what is not.
Other good resources can be found online at the following links.
Turn A Wood Bowl website….a valuable resource for everything woodturning.

https://turnawoodbowl.com/wood-bowl-exterior-critical-design-moment/

Ernie Conover, long time turner and instructor.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v= HaIgkru8_A8&feature= emb_logo
Carter & Sons, Seattle based makers of turning tools.

https://carterandsontoolworks.com/pages/basicwoodenbowldesign
Ed Pretty, member of Greater Vancouver Woodturners Guild and past NWW demonstrator.

https://www.craftsy.com/post/woodturning-design/#

(Continued on next page)
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Turning on the Web (Cont'd)
There isn’t any magic rule or formula. To quote David Ellsworth, our All Day Demo presenter
in 2013: “I believe in breaking rules or making up new ones, especially when it comes to the
classic “rules of woodturning”. The path to good bowls is practice…..LOTS of practice! Look
carefully and critically at the bowls you have turned. Identify what you like and what you don’t
like. Combine that input into your next bowl. Persist and you will develop your eye for your
own form and style…..then continue to evolve with each new bowl!

*The internet contains a wealth of information of value to woodturners. Some is direct “how to”
articles and videos ...other resources provide inspiration and techniques which can be applied to our
craft. But remember, the internet is unedited, so beware of poor and unsafe techniques.

Beware of Spontaneous Combustion
The most common type of Spontaneous Combustion
fires are those caused by improperly disposed of oil
and stain soaked rags. Examples of these products are
oil-based paints and stains, teak and linseed oils, varnishes
and polyurethane, etc.
Spontaneous combustion of oily rags occurs when rag
or cloth is slowly heated to its ignition point through
oxidation. A substance will begin to release heat as it
oxidizes. If this heat has no way to escape, like in a pile, the
temperature will rise to a level high enough to ignite the oil
and ignite the rag or cloth. The fire from this can spread
quickly to other combustibles and cause great damage to
your shop, home or property.
Prevention of spontaneous combustion fires begins with good housekeeping. A clean work
area can prevent a fire from spreading and getting bigger by not allowing the fire fuel to burn.
Also understanding the potential for self-heating of rags soiled with oils such as linseed oil and
turpentine is a key step in eliminating these preventable fires.
• Never store used rags in a pile.
• If planning to use the same oily rag later in the day, store in an airtight, noncombustible metal container (such as an empty metal paint can with lid on tight).
• Hang oily rags outside or spread them out on the ground to dry.
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The Tenacity of Trees!
This is the eighth in a series of pictures demonstrating the determination to survive. Contributed by Les Books.

Tree growing on another
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Club Contacts
Northwest Washington Woodturners
P.O. Box 31
Mt. Vernon, WA 98373

President

Membership Chairperson

Vice President

Education Outreach Chairperson

Secretary

Mentoring Chairperson

Treasurer

Sawdust Saturday Chairperson

Members at Large

Librarian

Giovanni Monteferrante
Memberatlarge2@nwwwt.org

Gallery Photographer

Rod Parker
President@nwwwt.org

Sherri Greenleaf (Temporary Acting)
Membership@nwwwt.org

Angela Hills (Interim)
VicePresident@nwwwt.org

George Way
Outreach@nwwwt.org

Norman Lanford
Secretary@nwwwt.org

Rod Parker (Acting)
Mentors@nwwwt.org

Phil Kezele
Treasurer@nwwwt.org

Giovanni Monteferrante
SawdustSaturday@nwwwt.org

Sherri Greenleaf
Memberatlarge1@nwwwt.org

Tal Birdsong
Librarian@nwwwt.org
Ron Radliff
Photographer@nwwwt.org

Rick Terney
Memberatlarge3@nwwwt.org

Newsletter Editor

Ray Shields
Newsletter@nwwwt.org

Tom Thornton
Memberatlarge4@nwwwt.org

Programs Chairperson
David Pettenski
Programs@nwwwt.org

Website Manager

Ray Shields
Web@nwwwt.org
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Classified Ads
This space is set aside for contributors and for members to advertise free of charge to sell or purchase tools, wood,
etc. Please submit your ad to the Newsletter Editor by the last Thursday of the month or submit it to him at the
meeting for inclusion in the next month's newsletter.

Have some hand-me-down tools
you would like to donate?
Contact our Store Manager, Tom
Thornton (chippytom44@gmail.com),
or bring the tools to a weekend
parking lot sale. Thank you!!!

to our Club members

1401 E St
Bellingham, WA 98225
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Ads (Cont'd)

FOR SALE

Rose Engine Lathe for Ornamental turning
Upgraded with
• 6 Rossettes
• Double rubbers
• Two frames, standard and universal
• Added drive motor in lieu of hand crank
Misc. supplies included
Over $1500 to build

Asking $1000

Contact Rick Terney

425-213-4353
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Please note that Craft Supplies provides our club with
several hundred dollars in Gift Certificates each year.
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Ads (Cont'd)

Outtakes
Skew demonstrators Jim

Echter and Eric Lofstrom have a discussion....

Jimeric Wave Skew -- you'll wonder how

The
you ever turned without it!!!

BUY IT NOW!
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