Northwest Washington Woodturners

A Local Chapter of the American Association of Woodturners

Monthly Newsletter for March, 2021

About NWW...

President's Letter

The Club meets every 3rd Thursday of the
month. There is no meeting in Dec. Time:
6:30pm No host dinner beginning at 5:30pm.

I’d like to thank all the members who took the
time and made the effort to renew their NWW
membership. We appreciate your continuing
loyalty and support. If you have not done so yet,
please visit our website www.nwwwt.org and
take a few minutes to renew.
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We meet at Hillcrest Park Lodge in Mt.
Vernon, WA. Exit I-5 at Kincaid St (Exit 226).
Turn east up Kincaid to S. 13th St, turn right
(south). Hillcrest Park is approx. 6 blocks
south on 13th St. The Lodge is located in the
NW corner of the parking lot, beyond the
tennis courts.

by Rod Parker

With the recent changes in the Washington
State COVID guidelines (entering Phase III), the
Board is looking at how we can begin to resume
in person club operations. To that end, we are
planning to restart our Sawdust Saturday classes
on May 22nd. Traditionally, the Sawdust Saturday sessions have been focused on beginning
and newer turners. In keeping with that
tradition, our first session will be a Woodturning 101 session. Please watch for an email
on the session content and signup instructions.

Meetings are open to anyone interested in
woodturning. All skill levels from beginners
to advanced turners are welcome.
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And speaking of Woodturning 101, you may
have noticed that coming up in May we will
have Tim Yoder provide a demonstration geared
toward those who do not yet have extensive
turning experience. If you are a neophyte to
turning, try not to miss this one. Further, if you
know anyone who might be interested in getting
involved with woodturning (and perhaps joining
our club), feel free to invite them to join us for
that meeting. Just drop me a line with their
name and email address and we will include
them with the reminder and Zoom connection
link.
After discussing the response to our pilot of the
Turning Talk video session, the Board decided
on a modification of the format. We have
decided that each of the sessions will have a
central focus such as Finishes, Hollowing,
Sanding, etc. The next session is scheduled for
(Continued on next page)
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President's Letter (Cont'd)
April 24th at 10:00-11:30 am and will be focused on Finishing Techniques. Watch for an email
with the meeting announcement and sign in link.
Also noteworthy, the Board has begun the task of evaluating venues for the restart of our
monthly club meetings. We are hopeful that regular in-person meetings can begin again during
the summer, although most of the factors determining this are out of our control. Our review
criteria for the venue include: central location, good lighting, comfortable surroundings, good
audio and visual environment, and acceptable cost structure. We will keep the membership
advised as the search continues. If any of you are aware of a facility which you feel meets these
criteria, please drop me an email.

Rod Parker

President's Creative Challenge
We all have those projects that have developed cracks
while drying and we have been tempted to put them in
the wood stove. So, let’s see how members have solved
those cracking problems and filled the cracks with various
materials. Let’s see what we have taken away from Craig
Timmerman’s inspiring demonstration.
Please note that the Club Store will be adding sample
packs of man-made turquoise (the exact same stuff that
Craig T. uses). The sample kits should be available by the
next Store & Wood Raffle event in April, if you are
interested (see page 9 in this issue for specifics on the next
Store event). In order to have the supplies on hand, this

PRESIDENT"S CHALLENGE WILL BE EXTENDED AN
EXTRA MONTH UNTIL THE MAY MEETING .

We hope you will participate in this Challenge. When you have completed your piece, take a
picture or two and forward them to Rod Parker (contact info is listed in each newsletter issue
under "Club Contacts").
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Sawdust Saturday Program
A resumption of our in-person Sawdust Saturday sessions is now well into the planning stages
and you will be hearing more about this in the near future. In fact, you might want to hold the
date open for the May Sawdust Saturday which is expected to be held on May 22nd -- an
Introduction to Woodturning. It is something we have all been looking forward to, and
Giovanni Monteferrante and team are ironing out the remaining details.
In the meantime, we hope you will join us for the
second of our online Turning Talks coming up on
Saturday, April 24th from 10:00 - 11:30 am.
As opposed to our initial Turning Talk, the coming
sessions will be topic driven. To boot things off, we
will be holding a discussion on Woodturning Finishes
and Finishing Techniques. As time permits, we will still
finish with a Q & A session where anyone is welcome
to ask any turning related question(s) that come to
mind. Several of our experienced and knowledgeable
members will be in attendance to help address the
questions raised.

Madrone bowl by Jim Short

Quick News from the AAW
For those of you who are AAW members (and if your aren't, you might want to consider
joining) please note that it is now official: The 2021 AAW Symposium will once again be a
virtual (online) one, albeit expanded and enhanced from last year's. It will have multiple
concurrent live demonstration tracks, a virtual tradeshow, virtual Instant Gallery and live and
silent auctions. It is due to take place on July 17-18, 2021 .
If your heart is set on an in-person AAW Symposium, the next one is scheduled for June 2326, 2022 in Chattanooga, Tennessee.
In other AAW news, coming up on April 24th will be
Cindy Drozda giving an online demonstration titled

"Wildfire Chalis: Colored Natural Edge Burl Stemmed
Bowl" . As many of you recall, Cindy is a superb
online demonstrator so we can expect her
presentation to be excellent. AAW members get a
reduced rate of $10 ($15 for non-members).
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March Program Recap
We were fortunate to have as our March guest
demonstrator Craig Timmerman from Austin, TX. He
took us through the process he uses to add inlays to
some of his turned pieces.
Before getting into the meat of the topic, Craig stressed
that his inlay process takes advantage of splits and
other natural defects of the wood, and that turning
wood with defects has an inherent degree of danger.
Caution and common sense are required. He
emphasized that YOU are responsible for your own
safety.
Craig went on to say that the vast majority of his
inlayed pieces are made out of mesquite. Mesquite,
even green mesquite, nearly always have some radial
cracks extending outward from the pith, and these cracks become more pronounced as the
wood dries.

Craig Timmerman

For inlay material, Craig mentioned that he uses crushed man-made turquoise for more than
95% of his work, mostly because it is popular in Texas and sells well. One caveat he put forth
about his technique: if you have a strong aversion to sanding, and specifically power sanding,
you probably do NOT want to pursue the process he went on to demonstrate.
To begin, Craig examines the wood blank. If any cracks extend more than halfway through the
piece, he discards it as being too risky. For cracks that are less than 50% of the blank's
diameter, he uses epoxy to fill the crack and thereby strengthen the piece so that it can be
turned safely. His epoxy of choice is West System Epoxy resin 105 in combination wiith their
205 Hardener, which allows about a 15 minute working
time. West System also makes a 206 Hardener with a gel
time of about 30 minutes, but he finds that the faster
hardener cures quicker but still allows him sufficient
time. The resin to hardener ratio is 2:1 -- he recommends
ordering the pumps, which makes dispensing the resin
and hardener easier and nearly bullet-proof for getting
the correct ratio.
For large cracks and bug holes, Craig adds one of two
different fillers to his epoxy, either West System's 407
low density fairing filler, which has considerable strenth,
or 410 microlight filler, which turns easier.

(Continued on next page)
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March Program Recap (Cont'd)
For smaller defects, Craig uses West System's G-Flex Epoxy, which
is tightly adherent to the wood and maintains a fair amount of
flexibility, even once completely cured. It does have a moderate
amber color, though, so he doesn't use it for the inlay itself unless
the inlay is a very dark color or black.
Bark inclusions are common defects that are weak areas and the
bark must be removed completely. Some bark comes out easily
with dental tools or similar picks, other sections may require
rotary bits. Open areas on the sides and bottom of the piece are
covered with blue tape to keep the epxy resin mixture from leaking out. Craig recommends
covering your work area with plastic sheeting since epoxy work can be (and usually is) sticky
and messy.
Craig purchases his man-made turquoise
from Rick Tucker at Tucker's Turnings
(http://tuckersturnings.com). The
turquoise is available in three different
coarseness grades: Chips, Medium and
Powder. Each of these is currently $12
per pound plus shipping. He also sells a
blend of all three "grits" but Craig
recommends against getting the mixture.
[Editor's note: The club Store soon will
be adding sample packs that include all
three turquoise grades plus a fine copper
powder.]
The bonding agent that Craig uses most often for inlaying the turquoise is Bond Optic Epoxy.
It is a two-part (2:1 ratio) water clear and UV resistant (non-yellowing) epoxy. It has a long gel
time of about 7 hours and isn't fully cured for 7 days.
Because it very thin, it can seep into the wood fibers, so
Craig will sometimes pre-coat the crack with thin CA glue
(for mesquite) or shellac followed by thin CA (for nonmesquite woods) before using the Bond-Optic. Bond-Optic
Epoxy is expensive, around $50-$60 for a 12 oz kit
consisting of 8 oz of resin and 4 oz of hardener. For
inexpensive pieces, Craig uses thin CA glue for the inlay,
but he does not consider CA to be a long-term glue -- at
some point it will likely fail.
Before the inlay work can begin, the cracks must be
widened and sometimes deepened. Aim for a depth of 2-3 mm (1/16"). Craig recommends
rotary Chisel CT101B cutter for the initial cut, and a Dremel 9909 cutter to make it wider.

(Continued on next page)
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March Program Recap (Cont'd)
When cutting into cracks, always make the crack longer than you think it is, as most cracks
extend a bit longer than what you see. Additionally, fir cracks that were previously stabilized
with epoxy, that epoxy must be removed from the sides of the crack down to the depth of the
inlay. Craig uses Dremel 193, 194, and 115 cutters for this, and touches up with the 9909
cutter.
Once the epoxy is ready, he mixes in some Medium with some Powder to "troweling"
thickness, i.e., a thickness of heavy cream. Trowel the epoxy/turquoise mixture into the cracks
and fill proud of the crack. Try to work
out any bubbles that are visible. Turned
objects will require multiple fills -- only
fill what is possible without the mixture
running. Because of the long set time
for the Bond-Optic, only 2 fills per day
(morning and late evening) are possible.
If there are large areas to fill, this is
where the turquoise Chips can be used
to add some additional texture.
Delay sanding for at least 2 days if using
Bond Optic epoxy. Craig usually starts
sanding using 80 grit with the lathe off.
Get everything level and then can sand with the lathe running, reversing the direction with
each successive grit if your lathe has that ability. Even with the best sandpaper you will use a
lot. After final sanding, use the finish of your choice. Craig likes Mahoney's walnut oil for his
bowls, but for other items he uses lacquer, teak oil, or wipe-on poly.
For a more detailed description of Craig's inlay technique, he has a handout that is available
through his website. It can be reached here. Thank you, Craig!
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Upcoming Programs
April 15, 2021 - Our guest demonstrator will be Alan
Stratton , who has over 400 videos on his As Wood Turns

website and YouTube. An ecclectric turner, he loves to
explore different turning techniques. His presentation will
be on producing a Celtic Knot of contrasting wood. They
must be properly prepared to yield a precise knot. He will
explain a process wherein any number of loops can be
precisely formed for turning.

May 20, 2021 - Tim Yoder will be putting on an IRD

presentation designed particularly for new turners. A
Woodturning 101 , if you will. He will provide good
helpful basic information as he turns a number of different
pieces. Known for his Emmy award winning public TV
program Woodturning Workshop and his many YouTube
videos, Tim is an acknowledged teacher whose sense of
humor keeps his presentations entertaining as well as
instructional.

June 17, 2021

- Our guest presenter will be Frank Penta
from North Carolina who has been woodturning since
1977. His work integrates function and aesthetics with
fine detailing and finishing to enhance the natural beauty
of the wood. Frank's one-of-a-kind designs are exhibited in
private collections and sold through museums and
galleries. For his demonstration he will be showing us
how to create a unique type of laminated bowl .
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Our Coming Demonstrator
The April meeting will be an IRD via Zoom featuring
Alan Stratton from Lindon, Utah. Alan has a very
informative web site with many interesting “demonstrations” and has extensive YouTube videos. His web site is:
https://www.aswoodturns.com/ .
Alan will be demonstrating N-Loop Celtic Knots (where
N represents the number of Celtic knots you want to
place into your turning). Alan says: “Celtic knots can be
used in a variety of projects but they must be properly
prepared to yield a precise knot. Learn a process wherein
any number of loops can be precisely formed for
turning."

Alan Stratton

Instead of paraphrasing a biography I felt it best to
let Alan tell his story in his own words (some of
you can probably relate to it). The woodturner's
story:

Pencil cups with 3-Loop Celtic Knots

“I fell in love with woodturning a long time ago.
At the time, I was a poor college student recently
married and had no furniture. The university had a
woodworking shop with a lathe. I learned how to
use the lathe and made a living room set with
turned spindles. We still have that furniture
despite having moved back and forth across the
country and re-covering the cushions a couple of
times.

"A short time later, after graduation, we moved to Boston (Peabody actually) for a short term
work assignment. One Sunday we bought a newspaper (remember those?) and I read the want
ads. (This was very unusual for me). I happened to see a note about a lathe for sale. We saw it
and bought it. What a mistake! We lived in a small apartment and were expecting our second
child.
"Over the years, I used the lathe occasionally. It was an old Rockwell lathe. I really wanted to
turn bowls but the headstock was very sloppy and limited my success. At the same time, my
family and regular job precluded me from doing very much with the lathe.
"Later I got rid of the lathe and bought a nice new one. Happy days, but work and family still
came first.

(Continued on next page)
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Coming Demonstrator (Cont'd)
"Later yet, I decided to pursue the dream again. My children have all left the house and I have
made the time to turn. Now, I make a turning video every week to post to my As Wood Turns
web site and YouTube channel. There are over 400 videos now. Every year, I host a Christmas
Ornament Challenge open to all crafts. This challenge is a lot of fun and helps celebrate
Christmas. You too can join in the fun each November.
"I am not a professional woodturner, that university degree was in accounting. I’m learning
with each project. I decided to specialize in turning diversity. I like to try new projects and
explore new frontiers. For example, I developed the Infinite Axis Chuck for multi-axis turning.
"I want to share my dream with others I know are out there who also dream of making
something beautiful.
"Let’s have some fun turning wood. Just remember to be safe at the same time. Since I
originally wrote this “about”, I have moved my family from Oregon to Utah where we now
live.”
I would encourage you to check out Alan’s web site and You Tube channel. He has an
interesting method to turn a sphere without jigs. It involves a little math but Alan explains it
clearly so that you can apply it to any size sphere. He also has oodles of information and demos
on Christmas ornaments. Check it out: https://www.aswoodturns.com/ .

Next Store & Library Event
by Tom Thornton
We are planning our next Hillcrest parking lot event (God willing and the creek don't rise) on
Saturday, April 17th . It will include the usual store and library access, as well as the everpopular wood raffle. Tal, our wood storage manager, has issued a challenge: "Send me home
with an empty trailer." Please do your part to make him a happy man.
The store and library will be open for business from 11 :00 am to 12:30 pm , with raffle starting
at 11:45. The tickets are $1.00 each or 6 for $5.00. We accept PayPal, cash and checks.
For renewing members, your 2021 membership
card will be available for you to pick up. For new
members, both your membership card and your
name tag will be available.
Hope to see you there.

Tom
9

Know Your Woods
Black Cherry (Prunus serotina), also referred to as Cherry or American

Cherry, is found in eastern North America. Trees grow to 50-100 ft tall
with trunk diameters of 3-5 ft.
Heartwood is a light pinkish brown when freshly cut, darkening to a
medium reddish brown with time and exposure to light. Sapwood is a
pale yellowish color.
The grain is usually straight and easy to work -- with the exception of
figured pieces with curly grain patterns. Has a fine, even texture with
moderate natural luster. It is rated as being very durable and resistant
to decay.
Cherry is known as being one of the best all-around woods for
workability. It is stable, straight-grained, and machines well. The only
difficulties typically arise if the wood is being stained, as it can
sometimes give blotchy results -- using a sanding sealer prior to
staining or using a gel stain is recommended.
From THE WOOD DATABASE
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Turning on the Web* ...
Contributed by Rick Anderson
As I write this, March is just about over and the
memories of a very subdued St. Patrick’s Day
have faded but the work of a number of Irish
woodturners shines brightly. While several are
quite well known due to their demonstrations
and commercial efforts, others are not quite as
well known though very worthy of a closer
look.
One of those, Max Brosi, has produced a
fascinating volume of work ranging from
textured hollow forms to extensively textured
and sand blasted pieces to fascinating multi-axis turnings that makes one wonder if he was a
pipe fitter in a previous life. For the most part, he works with green wood (seems fitting for an
Irishman) and “let it do it’s thing.”
Let’s start with a video overview of Max’s work……..

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v= yjy0ru_RUmY
The April 2020 American Woodturner
featured Max’s story…...

https://static1.squarespace.com/static/
541 bf32ce4b03f1 e8810ce18/t/
5f53ad2b020c314b1 fb1 def0/1599319342731 /
Max+ Brosi+ -+ Final+ + Version.pdf
Max Brosi
Next, a gallery display….with appropriate price tags!

https://www.woodsymphony.com/max-brosi-solo-exhibition

(Continued on next page)
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Turning on the Web (Cont'd)
In this video, Max demonstrates how he creates a fine textured hollow form……be sure to check
out the cool little woodstove at the beginning!

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v= -IuFv4-kDeI
Finally, another talented Irish turner, Pat Carroll, does an in depth interview with Max which
gives insight into his turning career and inspirations.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v= vo-BfVZLaho
Quite a number of additional articles and videos can be found by entering Max’s name into
Google or YouTube. Check them out. Then head to the shop with some Irish inspiration!

*The internet contains a wealth of information of value to woodturners. Some is direct “how to”
articles and videos ...other resources provide inspiration and techniques which can be applied to our
craft. But remember, the internet is unedited, so beware of poor and unsafe techniques.

Turning Q & A

Q.
A.

What is a torus and what does it have to do
with woodturning?

A torus is a surface of revolution generated by
revolving a circle in three-dimensional space
about an axis that is coplanar with the circle.
Or, if you are like me and prefer to keep things
simple, it is basically a donut shape. Turning a torus on the
lathe can be relatively straightforward to amazingly
complex, depending on its components. You can google
"Wooden torus" and find more than a dozen videos on
creating toruses (or more correctly, "tori").
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The Tenacity of Trees!
This is the tenth in a series of pictures demonstrating the determination to survive. Contributed by Les Books.

Eating Fence

Found on the internet.
The text may not be P.C. but
the tree appears to be related
to the one above!
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Club Contacts
Northwest Washington Woodturners
P.O. Box 31
Mt. Vernon, WA 98373

President

Membership Chairperson

Vice President

Education Outreach Chairperson

Secretary

Mentoring Chairperson

Treasurer

Sawdust Saturday Chairperson

Members at Large

Librarian

Giovanni Monteferrante
Memberatlarge2@nwwwt.org

Gallery Photographer

Rod Parker
President@nwwwt.org

Sherri Greenleaf (Temporary Acting)
Membership@nwwwt.org

Angela Hills (Interim)
VicePresident@nwwwt.org

George Way
Outreach@nwwwt.org

Norman Lanford
Secretary@nwwwt.org

Rod Parker (Acting)
Mentors@nwwwt.org

Phil Kezele
Treasurer@nwwwt.org

Giovanni Monteferrante
SawdustSaturday@nwwwt.org

Sherri Greenleaf
Memberatlarge1@nwwwt.org

Tal Birdsong
Librarian@nwwwt.org
Ron Radliff
Photographer@nwwwt.org

Rick Terney
Memberatlarge3@nwwwt.org

Newsletter Editor

Ray Shields
Newsletter@nwwwt.org

Tom Thornton
Memberatlarge4@nwwwt.org

Programs Chairperson
David Pettenski
Programs@nwwwt.org

Website Manager

Ray Shields
Web@nwwwt.org
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Classified Ads
This space is set aside for contributors and for members to advertise free of charge to sell or purchase tools, wood,
etc. Please submit your ad to the Newsletter Editor by the last Thursday of the month or submit it to him at the
meeting for inclusion in the next month's newsletter.

Have some hand-me-down tools
you would like to donate?
Contact our Store Manager, Tom
Thornton (chippytom44@gmail.com),
or bring the tools to a weekend
parking lot sale. Thank you!!!

to our Club members

1401 E St
Bellingham, WA 98225
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Ads (Cont'd)

Please note that Craft Supplies provides our club with
several hundred dollars in Gift Certificates each year.
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Ads (Cont'd)

Outtakes
Craig Timmerman visits our club....
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