Northwest Washington Woodturners

A Local Chapter of the American Association of Woodturners

Monthly Newsletter for January, 2022

About NWW...

President's Letter

The Club meets every 3rd Thursday of the
month. There is no meeting in Dec.
Time: 6:30pm No host dinner beginning
at 5:30pm.

Fellow NWW woodturners,
Welcome to a new year. It is usual at this time of
year to make a series of resolutions about
changes we will make in our lives for the
coming year. If you are searching for a New
Year's resolution, may I suggest one: to increase
your involvement in and support of the
Northwest Washington Woodturners. We are
conducting our annual membership renewal
process, headed by our Membership Committee
Chairman Brad Burdick. Please help him out by
sending in your check or visiting the club
website and renewing your membership through
PayPal. Thank you.

We meet at the Mount Vernon Christian
School (820 W. Blackburn Rd. in Mount
Vernon, a short distance west of I-5).

Meetings are open to anyone interested in
woodturning. All skill levels from novice
to advanced turners are welcome.

As many of our members experienced at the
January meeting, we have made some real
progress with integrating the remote
demonstrations with our in-person meetings. I
want to give a shout out to Brad Thompson ,
Brad Burdick and Chris Chartier for their
technology savvy with working out the
connection of our cameras and audio with that
of our Zoom meeting. As we move forward in
2022, club members will be able to participate
in our in-person meetings and Interactive
Remote Demos from their computer if they
choose.
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The Board is also evaluating methods for
members participating remotely in our meetings
to be able to take part in our tool raffle. Watch
for more information on this function.
We are working on the planning for our March
All Day event, which this year will feature Nick
Agar. If you are planning to attend and/or are
planning to take part in one or more of the

(Continued on next page)
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President's Letter (Cont'd)
classes Nick will offer, we need to hear from you. The event and classes represent a significant
cash commitment for the club. Without support of our club members and other turners in the
region, we cannot be successful with Nick’s visit.
The Board is forming a committee, headed by our Vice President Brad Thompson , to look at
our club direction and how we can better serve the needs of the woodturning community.
Please look for additional information in this newsletter.
I look forward to seeing all of you either in person or virtually via Zoom at our February
meeting.

Regards,

Rod Parker

President's Challenge
I know many of our members have turned chess
pieces. As a follow on to the demonstration by
Mike Peace at our January meeting, I invite you to
share your turned chess pieces or a chess piece
inspired turning such as a turned box. Let’s see
your creativity!
Further, I understand that chess is not everyone’s
favorite game. Since we will be meeting shortly
after Valentine’s Day, I’d like to offer an alternate
challenge as well. Please bring/show what you
have made for your valentine.

“Your mind shines brightest when you enlighten others;
your heart, when you encourage others;
your soul, when you elevate others;
and your life, when you empower others.”
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Sawdust Saturday Survey Coming!
Contributed by Giovanni Monteferrante
We all know that club attendance and participation has been significantly impacted due to
COVID implications and self-imposed restrictions. As a result, there has been little to no
participation in the Sawdust Saturday Sessions of late.
In an effort to invigorate the Sawdust
Saturday sessions, we will be sending out a
survey later this month to gauge ongoing
interest, take requests on specific class
content, and to solicit potential instructors
with specific skills they want to share.
Please participate in the survey, whether
you think you might attend or not. Your
input and requested information/responses
will provide guidance to the Sawdust Saturday team. Thank you in advance for your kind
participation.

Turning Club Ideas Sought
Do you have experience in quality control
and/or continuous quality improvement
processes? We want and need your help!
We are looking for people who have ideas
on ways we can up our game as a woodturning club. Do you have ideas that you

think would make for a better
club? We need those. We also
need people who can help us
implement those ideas as well as
put together a process for
prioritizing the best ideas.
If this sounds like something you
can be part of please contact
Brad Thompson at this email:
VicePresident@nwwwt.org.
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January Program Recap
On January 20 Mike Peace provided a Zoom
presentation on turning chess pieces. Before getting
into the nitty-gritty of his talk, Mike briefly reviewed
the history of chess. The board game first began in
northwest India in the early 7th century. It then spread
eastward and westward along the Silk Road, a network
of Eurasian trade routes. Around 1200, the rules of
early chess started to be modified in southern Europe,
culminating, several major changes later, in the
emergence of modern chess practically as it is known
today. It has changed remarkably little since the 16th
century.

Mike Peace

Mike went on to show a number of different chess sets, of which there are nearly endless
variations in size and shape of the pieces. Here is a small sampling.

(Continued on next page)
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January Program Recap (Cont'd)
Mike then began an explanation of how he makes his chess pieces. He mentioned that a
tournament chess set has a king that is about 4" tall. This size is appropriate for a board with
2.5 inch squares. Since his chess board has 1.75 inch squares, he makes smaller pieces, with
a king about 3 inches tall. After determining size, you need to decide on what wood to use.
Traditionally the dark pieces were made of ebony and the light pieces were boxwood, but
both of these are quite expensive now. Almost any of the hardwoods can be used, but Mike
suggested using straight grained maple or pear or similar relatively bland wood that can be
dyed for the dark pieces. Of course the choice is entirely up to you.
When making a chess set Mike begins with the pawns, as they are the smallest pieces and
also the most numerous (16 pawns total). He cuts wood pieces that are about 1/8" longer
than the final height.
He then uses a 3/4" Forstner bit in his drill
press to drill a centered hole 1/4" deep
into one end, using a notched wooden
hand clamp to hold the blank while
drilling. Later on the 3/4" hole will be
filled with 4 stacked pennies that are
epoxy glued in place to add a pleasant
heft to each piece. Alternatively one could
use lead shot or even poured lead.

Mike then switches to a 1/8" drill bit and
uses the central indentation left by the
Forstner to drill a centered hole another
1/4" deep. This will serve as a pilot hole
for the screw used in his special jig
(referred to in the next step).

[Of interest, Mike said later he has found
that drilling the 1/8" pilot holes is just as
easily done using a handheld power drill
and saves time over using a drill press.]

(Continued on next page)
5

January Program Recap (Cont'd)
Mike made a custom screw chuck to hold
the pawns while he turns them. One end of
the jig has a tenon that fits into his scroll
chuck. The other end has a 3/4" mandrel
or tenon that snugly fits inside the hole in
the blank. A screw that goes entirely
through the jig pulls the blank tight onto
the mandrel. There also is a secondary
mandrel on the jig that is sized to match
the bottom diameter of the pawn.

With the screw jig and its attached blank
mounted in his scroll chuck, Mike turns
the square blank down to a cylinder. He
then takes a card that has a full size image
of the pawn and uses a pencil to mark out
the critical dimensions.
Using a 1/16" parting tool, Mike starts by
cutting the narrow groove at the base of
the pawn. He uses the same parting tool
to cut down nearly to the diameter of the
smallest part of the neck.

Next, Mike uses a skew or wide parting
tool to remove the extra wood. Since the
design he has chosen for the pawn has a
straight line up from the base to the round
top, he prefers using a flat tool, as using a
spindle or bowl gouge increases the risk
of adding an undesired curve in this area.

(Continued on next page)
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January Program Recap (Cont'd)
To make the ball-shaped top of the
pawn, Mike finds using a small spindle
gouge works best. He can use calipers
with his reference piece to assure that
the diameter of the top is uniform from
piece to piece. Once rounded, the
tailstock can be retracted and the last
bit of wood sawn off. The pawn is
then sanded through progressive grits.
One down, 15 more pawns to go!
Then it is on to the other pieces.
The other chess pieces are turned in an analogous fashion, each with its own unique quirks.
Mike went through the other pieces, providing helpful tips on creating each one. For the
sake of brevity, the remaining pieces will not be detailed here. However, for those with an
interest in the complete set of chess pieces, Mike does have a series of six YouTube videos
that do a good job of describing how to make the rooks, bishops, knights and the king and
queen. To get started, here is a link to the first of the 6 videos Mike made on chess pieces:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v= Zz2V5wXhoyE

Finish for the pieces is individual preference. Most often the pieces are rather shiny, but this
is optional. Lacquer, polyurethane, and oil/wax mixtures are popular choices.
Often a round of felt is added to the bottom
of the pieces. To make the rounds, Mike
cuts a strip of felt about 1/2" larger than the
desired diameter. He then folds this into
multiple layers, usually around six. Using a
short spindle of wood turned to the piece
diameter, he brings up the tailstock and
compresses the felt against a flat waste
block. He then takes a skew and carefully
cuts the felt right along the perimeter of the
turned spindle creating multiple smooth
rounds of the same diameter. The felt
rounds are then glued to the bottom of the
chess pieces with white or yellow glue.
Mike's preference is to use Aleene's
Original Tacky Glue.
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Upcoming Programs

February 17, 2022 - Mark Dreyer from Chicago will be
demonstrating basic pen making. This will be a hybrid
physical and Zoom meeting. Mark will explain and
demonstrate the A to Z of pen making. Mark has been
making pens for over 20 years and is one of the most
knowledgeable pen makers in the world. Further
information is available on the following page.

March 17, 2022 - Due to an amazing coincidence (!),

our evening presentation will be provided by the same
gentleman who will provide the All Day Demo a couple
of days later: Nick Agar.
Nick will be presenting his process of decorating bowls,
platters and vases. Please see more info on Page 10. if
you haven't already done so, register NOW for Nick's
All Day Demo and take the survey regarding his classes.

April 21, 2022 - John Shrader, from Seattle will

demonstrate "Metals in Woodturning," a program on
using metal in wood turning to include: metal spinning,
embedded wire, and powdered metal inlay. With luck,
his demo will take place in person at MVCS.
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Coming Demonstrator: Mark Dreyer
Contributed by David Pettenski
Our February 17th meeting will feature an Interactive Remote Demonstration (IRD) via Zoom
with Mark Dreyer, Chicago, IL area. Mark will be demonstrating “Introduction to Pen
Turning” . You may come to the physical meeting at the Mt. Vernon Christian School, Mt.
Vernon, WA. to socialize, buy supplies, check out library books, participate in the tool/wood
raffles, pay your dues and of course watch the zoom meeting. If you prefer to stay at home,
the zoom meeting option is available.
For physical meeting attendees: please mask appropriately and we encourage you to be fully
vaccinated including booster. We plan to open the Zoom meeting at 5:30 PM with the
program to start at 6:30 PM.
From his website Mark says:
“I have been making pens for the past 20 years, starting
back when the exotic woods were Kingwood and a very
rare piece of Cocobolo put on a gold slimline. The finish
was wax sticks that you would press against the wood as
hard as you could and then buff out with a cotton towel.
Jump ahead to today with many unique and interesting
blanks and pen kits … acrylics of all colors, feathers, deer
antler, circuit boards, and anything else you can cast or
Mark Dreyer
turn. Even wood pens have undergone dozens of finishing
techniques. Being self-taught, I have tried it all and have
had great success, tempered with a ton of mistakes. I recently finished the Steam Punk
Mickey Mouse Pen that I will be demonstrating during my sessions.
Pen turning is unique because you get to be creative in the design, blank selection, and
finish, while still requiring more precision than many other forms of turning. A fraction of an
inch off at a fitting and the pen is simply not professional. An electrical engineer with grown
children and thus with more time on my hands, I turn to turning in the evenings and
weekends to quench my artistic and creative thirst. All day long, I have to stay between the
lines and play nice, but in my studio, I get to play,
producing approximately 300 pens annually.
I teach out of my studio and have demonstrated at local
chapters, passing on my knowledge of the art to anyone
who wants to listen and learn. I believe in the “love of
the game” style of education. Coming to a class and
watching to learn are just the start. My goal is to inspire
and encourage students to practice on their own and
experiment to find their own voice.”

(Continued on next page)
9

Coming Demonstrator Mark Dreyer (Cont'd)
Mark's demonstration on “Introduction to Pen Turning” will include the entire process from
blank selection to drilling, gluing, turning, finishing, and assembly. He will present numerous
finishing techniques and the challenges of each – from simple buffing to cyanoacrylate (CA)
and many in between. All the basic tools and jigs used in the process will be viewed and
explained. Mark will take the wood pen to the next steps – coloring, bleaching and
segmenting wood. He will discuss the different techniques to make your work stand out above
the rest.
Mark says: “All skill levels are welcome – Everyone
starts with making a traditional wooden pen. But it
does not need to end there. The key to the process is
challenging yourself to do something new and
branch out. We will take wood to a new level.”
Marks website is: http://markdreyerturning.com .
The site has several videos on pen making and other
demonstrations Mark has conducted. It also has a
link to his store “The Art of Pens” where you can
purchase pens made by Mark.

NICK AGAR Visit
Our plan for March 2022 is to have Nick Agar (https://nickagarstudios.com ) visit our club and
present a meeting demo, an All-Day Demo and up to three days of classes. The meeting demo
will be at our regular meeting on Thurs, March 17. The All-Day Demo will follow on Sat.,
March 19. The classes are being planned for March 17 (Thurs), 18 (Fri), and 20 (Sun). All of
the classes will be held in Bayview, WA, (same location as Sawdust Saturday classes).
If you want to attend the All-Day Demo on March 19, you need to register here. Please
register soon so that we can plan accordingly ($45 until February 20, $55 after). Remember
there are a limited number of seats and the demo is open to all clubs in the Pacific Northwest.
Nick offered to conduct three classes for us. Each class would involve learning his techniques
for coloring and embellishing any turned piece. This would include: coloring via air brush,
texturing with punches, Dremel or micro power carvers, woodburning, using stencils and
adding ceramic and metal effects. Please visit Nick's website to see some examples of his
designs including the infamous Viking Sunset bowl. Nick suggested we offer a different wood
turned piece for each day. He suggested: a bowl, a platter and a vase, a different one each day.
The classes will be held 9:00 AM to about 3:30 PM. A maximum of eight students can attend
each class. The club does have basic turning tools available but upon finalization a listing of
tools to bring will be provided. The cost for each day-long class is $150.
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If you are interested, please click here to complete a very brief survey to identify your
preferred day and your preferred wood piece (bowl, platter, vase or no preference).
We will have additional sign-up sheets at the February 17 meeting. After our meeting we will
be offering any open class slots to other woodturning clubs in the Pacific NW.
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Know Your Woods
Cedar of Lebanon (Cedrus libani) is found in mountainous areas of the
Mediterranean region. Trees grow 100-130 ft tall with a 5-7 ft trunk
diameter.

Heartwood is a cream to light reddish brown color. Narrow sapwood
is a pale yellowish white. Grain generally straight, though knots or
bark inclusions may cause grain irregularities. Medium to coarse
texture with a moderate natural luster.
Cedar of Lebanon is rated as very durable and generally resistant to
insect attack.
The wood is easy to work with hand and machine tools, though knots
and bark inclusions can cause difficulties in machining. Turns, glues,
and finishes well. Has a long-lasting, sweet scent that’s sometimes
used in making perfume.
The country of Lebanon prominently features the tree on its national
flag, and the species is named for the once-extensive forest that grew
across Mount Lebanon. Used by ancient civilizations for millennia, it’s
also referenced in the Bible as the source of timber for Solomon’s
temple.
From THE WOOD DATABASE
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Turning on the Web* ...
Contributed by Rick Anderson
It’s easy to be so enthralled by the fun of turning
that we often forget to take time for important
maintenance of our lathes and accessories. This
month let’s take a look at some tips for
maintaining our chucks. Over time debris builds
up, grease breaks down and pretty soon the
chuck get’s sticky….then it’s time to spend a few
minutes to clean and lubricate. There are 2 types
of chucks. The most commonly used chuck is the
scroll chuck which uses a geared handle to operate. Less common, but used by many
production turners and other professionals because of it’s speed of adjustment is the Tommy
Bar type chuck. Most of the following information covers scroll chucks while one also covers
the Tommy Bar type.

LEFT: Example of a scroll chuck

RIGHT: Example of a tommy bar
chuck.

While most scroll chucks operate on similar principles, there are some subtle differences.
Here are videos & written instructions to maintain the most common chucks. There are a
few that aren’t covered here but a search on Google or YouTube will likely turn up the
information you need.

Vicmarc:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v= fiswEo8Ben0
Super Nova:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v= 5HT2yeFm7uY
Nova, Tommy Bar, Record & Collet:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v= kqaDBxDYskE
Oneway:
https://oneway.ca/pdf/ow-talon.pdf
https://oneway.ca/pdf/stronghold.pdf

(Continued on next page)
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Turning on the Web (Cont'd)
General Tips:
A past issue of American Woodturner has an excellent in depth article on
chucks beginning on page 20.

https://manualzz.com/doc/33691385/american
Mike Peace presents some good tips on maintaining the jaw screws which apply to all
chucks.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v= c1 ppfMO7GkQ
Sequel: Last month we looked at some fun vegetable turning with Cindy Drozda. Since
then I discovered a much tastier use of our lathes and tools…..we may be eating the
shavings! https://www.lairdubois.fr/trouvailles/2674-un-chocolatier-ebeniste.html

*The internet contains a wealth of information of value to woodturners. Some is direct “how to”
articles and videos ...other resources provide inspiration and techniques which can be applied to our
craft. But remember, the internet is unedited, so beware of poor and unsafe techniques. Even some
well known turners have bad habits!

"Running the Spinners"
Contributed by John Baker
It was a hot summer afternoon in Tijuana
at Madre Asunta Refugee Shelter. It was
the day of “Running the spinners”. Thirty
children of many ages were entered in the
National Mexican Spin Off. It was a
crowded field of children representing
many countries including Mexico,
Guatemala, Honduras, El Salvador, Ghana,
Ethiopia, Venezuela, Columbia, Haiti,
Jamaica, USA to mention a few countries.
The spinning tops were provided by the Northwest Washington Woodturners under the
leadership of a preeminent woodturner, “Big Dave Blair.”
The event attracted an audience of wonderful “moms.”

(Continued on next page)
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Running the Spinners (Cont'd)
Playing tables were placed in a row. Each player had a 16 sq ft area to compete within.
Each participant was matched with a timer judge who also gave points for creativity.
The games were set to commence at 2 pm. Fifteen tables were in place. Each table
provided spinning space for two competitors. The starting horn blew at 2:00 and the
spinning began.
Early spinning times began to be posted: 10 seconds;14 seconds; 6 seconds; 21 seconds;
15 seconds ....until tops began spinning for 40 seconds, 70 seconds, 79 seconds.
Then legos entered the fray, providing elevated steps allowing the tops to spin down the
steps. Others spun on their hands or arms. Then there was "hunting spinning",
where 5 tops were spun on the same table, knocking each other over.
Jump spinning was fun watching as
spinning tops cascaded from one level to
another level (a 2 foot drop).
At the end of competition, 7 yr old
was overall winner with a top that
pushed 83 seconds.

Leon

Other categories were won by other
children. Maria ,10 years old, won “most
creative” when her top jumped from one
level dropping 2 feet to a second level in
a full spin and continuing to spin.
Next year we will start team spinning.
Our first Mexican National Top Spinning jubilee caught the interest of a major broadcast
company and we hope the event will be aired live in the future.
Hats off to “Big Dave” and colleagues for providing each competitor with a world class
top.
Agape,

John Baker, reporter of

“Children’s Gazette”.
(A bit of fiction might have leaked into the story.)
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Club Contacts
Northwest Washington Woodturners
P.O. Box 31
Mt. Vernon, WA 98373

Membership Chairperson

President

Brad Burdick
Will Alexander
Membership@nwwwt.org

Rod Parker
President@nwwwt.org

Vice President

Education Outreach Chairperson

Brad Thompson
VicePresident@nwwwt.org

TBD
Outreach@nwwwt.org

Secretary

Mentoring Chairperson

Norman Lanford
Secretary@nwwwt.org

Pat Goddard
Mentors@nwwwt.org

Treasurer

Sawdust Saturday Chairperson

Phil Kezele
Treasurer@nwwwt.org

Giovanni Monteferrante
SawdustSaturday@nwwwt.org

Members at Large

Librarian

Sherri Greenleaf
Memberatlarge1@nwwwt.org

Tal Birdsong
Librarian@nwwwt.org

Giovanni Monteferrante
Memberatlarge2@nwwwt.org

Gallery Photographer

Ron Radliff
Photographer@nwwwt.org

Greg Camrud
Memberatlarge3@nwwwt.org

Newsletter Editor

Ray Shields
Newsletter@nwwwt.org

Tom Thornton
Memberatlarge4@nwwwt.org

Programs Chairperson
David Pettenski
Programs@nwwwt.org

Website Manager

Ray Shields
Web@nwwwt.org
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Classified Ads
This space is set aside for contributors and for members to advertise free of charge to sell or purchase tools, wood,
etc. Please submit your ad to the Newsletter Editor by the last Thursday of the month or submit it to him at the
meeting for inclusion in the next month's newsletter.

FOR SALE

RAM OZ ECO MICROMOTOR

• Speed Range: 0-50,000 RPM speed range w/ lots of quiet power
for both roughing and detail work.
• Reversible rotation.
• Compact lightweight handpiece w/ brushless motor
• Accepts 1/8" & 3/32" bits
• Variable Speed foot control
• Manual/parts list
In very good condition,
has only seen occasional use.

$250 Cash
Rick Anderson

360-319-7600
rick98229@yahoo.com
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Ads (Cont'd)

Have some hand-me-down tools
you would like to donate?
Contact our Store Manager, Tom
Thornton (chippytom44@gmail.com),
or bring the tools to a weekend
parking lot sale. Thank you!!!

to our Club members

1401 E St
Bellingham, WA 98225
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Ads (Cont'd)

Please note that Craft Supplies provides our club with
several hundred dollars in Gift Certificates each year.
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Outtakes
Like many of us, Mike can't bear to waste wood....
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