Northwest Washington Woodturners

A Local Chapter of the American Association of Woodturners

Monthly Newsletter for May, 2022

About NWW...

President's Letter

The Club meets every 3rd Thursday of the
month. There is no meeting in Dec.
Time: 6:30pm No host dinner beginning
at 5:30pm.

Fellow woodturners,
I want to thank all of you for your increasing
support for our club. Our May meeting had
nearly 75% of the members in attendance! We
are continuing to see increased participation in
both our in-person and Zoom meetings. I hope
everyone was able to take advantage of Jimmie
Allen’s D-Way tool sale.

We meet at the Mount Vernon Christian
School (820 W. Blackburn Rd. in Mount
Vernon, a short distance west of I-5).

We have a busy summer of events planned out
for July and August. We can use member
support for our Top Turning events and for the
Arts and Craft Fairs. We will have signup sheets
available at our June meeting. Please invest a
few hours this summer to help out at these
events. We need you.

Meetings are open to anyone interested in
woodturning. All skill levels from novice
to advanced turners are welcome.
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In addition to our scheduled events, the club
can use help with our Audio/Video setup at
meetings; kindly see Brad Burdick, Brad
Thompson or myself if you can help. We can
also use help with the wood and tool raffles for
setup and ticket sales. For those activities, please
see Tom Thornton or Norman Lanford if you
can lend a hand.
We are planning our Annual Club Picnic for this
summer. We hope to hold this in conjunction
NCWA as we have done for years prior to the
COVID19 outbreak. We have not settled on a
date; however we are looking at late July or
August. As we develop more information, we
will let you know. If you have an interest in
assisting with the planning let me know.
Our club has its roots in sharing woodturning
knowledge and helping members develop new
skills. We have had a number of new members
join the club recently. I ask that if you see a

(Continued on next page)
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President's Letter (Cont'd)
new face at our meetings, go ahead and take a minute to introduce yourself. We want to
ensure that the Northwest Washington Woodturners is an open and welcoming group.
Thank you again for your support of the NWW and helping us share our woodturning
experience with others.
Regards,

Rod Parker

President's Challenge
As a follow on to Jimmie Allen’s Box Turning Demo,
please bring one of your favorite turned boxes to
share with us. If you have collected any turned
boxes from ‘Name’ turners, it would be wonderful if
you could bring them to share with our members.

Keep This Mindset, Always
Woodworking in general can be inherently dangerous, and woodturning is no exception.
It is easy to become complacent and let your guard down sometimes, particularly if you
have been at it for quite a while. Don't let that happen!

Always Remember: SAFETY FIRST!
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Sawdust Saturday News
It's a good news, bad news situation. Let's get the bad news out of the way first: We had to
cancel the May Sawdust Saturday on top turning because our scheduled instructor,
topmeister Tal Birdsong, became ill with a nasty (albeit non-COVID) virus. The good news
is that he was seen out and about, walking, talking, and being his usual sassy self this past
weekend. Yay! And more good news: we will be having two S.S. sessions in June.

Tool Handle Workshop
Rod Parker is planning to hold a tool handle making
workshop in his shop in Stanwood on Saturday June
18th . The workshop will focus on handle design,

drilling, fitting of ferrules and gluing of tools into the
handle. If you want to learn how to make handles that
fit you and your turning style, this workshop is for you.
Bring your unhandled woodturning tool, the wood you have for a handle and we will take it
from there. (If you do not have wood for the handle, there will be some available for purchase.)
The workshop will start at 9:00 am and go until noon or 1:00 pm. The workshop will be held
at: 2520 259th St NW, Stanwood, Wa. 98292 . A sign up sheet will be available at the June
meeting or you can email Rod at rodney48@wavecable.com

June - Intro to Bowl Turning
If you would like to explore the basics of bowl turning
in a friendly, low stress environment, this is great
starting point. The class will cover mounting the bowl
blank for turning the tenon, the uses of tenons and
mortises, rough turning the bowl blank, and reversing
the bowl to finish the bottom. Topics covered will be
bowl design, use of jam chucks, bowl gouges, scrapers, and more. This is a good session for
people who are just beginning to turn bowls or turners who have turned a few bowls but want
to explore new techniques.
This workshop will be led by Rick Terney and will be held at Gerret Van Ness’s shop in
Bayview on June 25th . The workshop will start at 9:00 am and is planned to run until 3:00. A
signup sheet will be available at the June meeting. Addition instructions and driving directions
will be sent to everyone who signs up for this session.

...more sessions are in the works!
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May Program Recap
On May 19, Jimmie Allen returned as our featured
demonstrator. Jimmie is from our home State and is
the owner of D-Way Tools. He has been turning for
20+ years, with a particular interest in lidded boxes.
Not surprisingly, his evening demo was on turning a
small box.
Jimmie said that usually he turns his boxes with only a
negative rake scraper, spingle gouge and a parting
tool. He begins by turning a 2-2.5" cylinder around 4
Jimmie Allen
inches long with squared off ends glued on center to
his custom glue blocks using yellow glue. The glue
blocks have 3/8" threaded inserts centered on one
end. He makes (and sells) a matching chuckable
mandrel with a short length of threaded 3/8" rod
onto which he can screw his glue blocks. Using a
thin parting tool, he divides the cylinder blank into
body and lid, using roughly a 2:1 ratio.
Beginning with the body blank on the mandrel, he
cuts a tenon on the end, approximately 3/16 inch
deep and around 3/8" smaller in diameter than the
outside. He uses a negative rake scraper to hollow
out the boxm using a fluid back and forth motion.
He prefers a short handle on his scraper; a long handle can get in the way. One could also use
an appropriately sized Forstner bit to do most of the hollowing, but Jimmie cautions that the
temperature generated by the spinning Forstner bit can cause heat checks which are nearly
impossible to remove.
While hollowing the box, Jimmie took a brief time out to sharpen his negative rake scraper. He
likes to sharpen them using an "upside down" technique. He attaches a piece of wood to the

(Continued on next page)
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May Program Recap (Cont'd)
grinder table that elevates the tool so that it is ground at the midpoint of the CBN wheel. He
feels this produces a more pronounced burr for a more aggressive cut.
After completing the hollowing, Jimmie sands the inside to at least 320 grit and then applies
the finish to it.
Next, Jimmie unscrews the body from the
mandrel and replaces it with the top. He uses
calipers to carefully measure the diameter of
the tenon on the body and then very slightly
closes the calipers (perhaps 1/32" or so)
before using them to mark the top (note the
faint line left by the calipers in the photo on
the right). As before, he uses a negative rake
scraper to hollow a recess into the top. To
help with a proper fit, he makes sure that the
edges of the recess go straight in and are
parallel to each other and a bit deeper than
the body's tenon.
Jimmie bevels back the edge of the top ever so slightly so that the top contacts the body at
ts outermost edge for a "clean" narrow joint line.
He next unscrews the top from the mandrel
and screws the body back on so that he can
accomplish a good tight fit between top and
body. The reason that he switches the top for
the body quickly becomes apparent. Jimmie
has learned that making the adjustments to
the tenon is much easier than making them
to the inner edge of the top because test fits
do not require moving the toolrest. He can
simply gradually narrow the body's tenon
until the top makes a very snug fit.
Jimmie took pains to mention that it almost
always takes at least a dozen tries or more to
get the fit right, and it is important to s-l-o-wl-y creep up on the final few adjustments. It is easy to become impatient and overshoot, and
if you do take too much off and end up with a loose fit, you might as well start over because
trying to add finish or CA glue to increase the size of the tenon is time- and labor-intensive.
It is necessary for the fit of the top to be more snug now than it will be on finished box
because further turning is required. Once the top is tightly but completely on, refinements
can be made to the outside shape of the box. The joint line between top and bottom can be
smoothed. It is also when the top of the box can be shaped. Jimmie uses a spindle gouge to
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May Program Recap (Cont'd)
accomplish this. He explained the particular
hand grip that he uses to give himself excellent
control of the gouge and prevent any potential
for "skateback" when making cuts near the
upper edge of the top. He keeps his index finger
under the toolrest and hooked around the toolrest's post, and his thumb on top against the
side of the spindle gouge. It permits great
flexibility along with stability.
Once all of the final shaping, sanding and
outside finishing has been done, the body of the
box can be parted off. A jam chuck is then
created (usually there is enough leftover wood
still attached to the glue block in order to do this) and the body is then jam chucked on to
finish turn the bottom of the box. Now it's time to sit back and enjoy your finished piece!
After completing his box demo, Jimmie spent a few moments describing the history of DWay Tools and a bit about his relationship with its founder, Dave Schweitzer. He described
Dave as being somewhat of a perfectionist when it came to the metallurgy, shaping, and
tempering of the tools he made. Jimmie didn't use the term "stubborn" but did say that
Dave was a man of strong convictions. Amusingly, he mentioned that the name "D-Way
Tools" were named that was because it was "Dave's way" that they were made.
Naturally, Jimmie brought along an ample supply of tools to sell. From the looks of it, the
sales were brisk before, during [the break] and after the demonstration. Ka-ching!

A Galling Lathe Experience
By Rick Terney
This was a new one for me. After 20 years of
wood turning, I experienced a galling of the
chuck adapter to my Jet mini-lathe's spindle.
The chuck was put on hand tight, not cross
threaded, and I only trued up a lid/box of 2”
diameter and removed the tenon on the lid -hence no catches or other undue force that
would lead to the chuck galling on the
spindle.

(Continued on next page)
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Galling Lathe Experience (Cont'd)
When I attempted to remove the Vicmarc chuck
from the lathe's 1” spindle, the chuck adapter
unscrewed from the chuck for the first time since
it was new -- about 20 years ago.
I tried using the chuck adapter rod and the
spindle lock, but not a hinr of a budge. The chuck
adapter rod and the knock out rod on the spindle
collar provided the same result.

OK, the adapter rod on the spindle collar
wedged against the lathe bed and a 12 “ pipe
wrench on the adapter -- the only movement was
the 1/4” adapter rod bent at the collar. I applied
heat to the adapter and tried again -- no success.
I called Jet and they suggested a spanner wrench
which I reasoned would not be as effective as
the pipe wrench.

I finally removed the spindle and adapter
from the lathe and visited a local machine
shop. He eventually got them apart with two
18” pipe wrenches as the spindle was
mounted in a huge metal lathe chuck. There
was no tell-tale sign of what would have led
to the galling.
One of my long time mentors called me today
and told me about how they always used a
“Never seize” product in the marine business.
I have a $4 tube on order from Amazon.
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Upcoming Programs

June 16, 2022 - Our guest will be John Jordan who
will provide an IRD from his shop in Tennessee on
turning a small textured jar with a metal lid. A
reknowned turner, please join him for great
instruction given in a soothing Southern drawl.

July 21, 2022 - Eric Lofstrom , one of our favorite

demonstrators who now lives near the Hood Canal in
Seabeck, WA, will be joining us for an in person
presentation (and hopefully at least one hands-on class,
if his schedule permits). An announcement will come
out shortly describing the classes and requesting your
interest in attending. This will be a good opportunity to
learn from Eric.

August, 2022 - Our annual Potluck Picnic has

traditionally been a gathering held during August. Given
the uncertainty of the times and also the possibility of
combining with NCWA like we have done in past years,
a date for the event and the specific details for location
and activities have not been determined by press time.
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Coming Demonstrator: John Jordan
Contributed by David Pettenski
Our June 16 meeting will be a hybrid physical and zoom meeting, featuring an Interactive
Remote Demonstration (IRD) by John Jordan from Cane Ridge, TN. John will be demonstrating
how to turn a “Textured Jar with a Metal Lid” . This will involve hollow turning, making lids
from metal or wood and a little texture on the outside. You may come to the physical meeting
at the Mt. Vernon Christian School to socialize, buy supplies, check out library books,
participate in the tool/wood raffles, pay your dues and of course watch the IRD on the big
screen. If you prefer to stay at home, the Zoom meeting option will be available.
John Jordan is a woodturner known primarily for his textured
and carved hollow vessels. John has been featured in many
major turning exhibitions in the past thirty years. His work
has received numerous awards, and is in the permanent
collections of many museums and corporations, including
the Renwick Gallery of the Smithsonian, the High Museum
of Art in Atlanta, the American Craft Museum in New York
City, the White House in Washington, the Los Angeles
County Museum of Art, and the prestigious Victoria and
Albert Museum in London, England. In addition to his most
recent video on the aesthetics and properties of wood, he
has also produced two previous best selling woodturning
videos which received very favorable reviews.
John's pieces are initially turned on the lathe from fresh, green logs, using a number of
techniques and tools that have evolved over the years. Each piece is then hand carved and
textured using a variety of different hand and small powered tools. The texturing process is
labor intensive and can take days to weeks to complete. There is little room for error during
this carving -- one small slip can ruin the piece. A light lacquer finish is applied to most
pieces, including his dyed work.

Artist's Statement "The pieces I make are simple but

finely detailed vessels. Manipulating the color and
patterns in the wood to complement the form, and the
texturing and carving to create visual and tactile
contrasts are important parts of the process and the
result. What I feel is most important is the intangible
quality that the piece is "right" that comes with putting
emotion and feeling into the work. A simple object
can be very powerful and emotional just for what it is.
These pieces are simply decorative vessels that reflect
my interest in surface textures/contrasts and form, and
the personal responses that I have to them, which I
suspect are similar to the feelings that makers of

(Continued on next page)
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John Jordan (Cont'd)
objects have felt for thousands of years."
With my knowledge of the material, I can exert a great deal of control over the desired result.
I am able to work with surface textures and shapes that would sometimes be difficult in
other materials. I am, however, connected to the material of wood as a potter is connected to
the clay-it's what I do and who I am". -- John Jordan, 2022
John also operates a business selling his own designed hollowing tools and related woodturning products. His website is https://www.johnjordanwoodturning.com .

Request for Club Demonstrators
Since I got no response earlier, I am going to try this again. As the Programs Chair I continue
to try to add local woodturning demonstrators to keep costs down and provide a live inperson demonstrator experience. I am asking local clubs if they have members capable of
demonstrating at our club. They have begun to provide some exciting options. However, I
have also been asked to provide contacts of our club members who would be willing to
demonstrate at another club. If you have the talent and interest, please contact David
Pettenski at dpettenski@msn.com or 425-984-3724. We might also be able to do a dry run
with our club if you are a little rusty or timid with your demonstrating skills!

Demonstrator Hosts
I would like to develop a list of persons who would be willing to host a woodturner
demonstrator. This would involve providing one or two nights of overnight lodging for a
demonstrator visiting our club. I have some demonstrators willing to come from Canada and
the south sound area. The drive back after demonstrating can be a bit much and if you are
willing to host the demonstrator for the night it would be nice. There may be opportunity for
even longer stays for special demonstrators planning to provide classes. This could be your
chance to get some lessons on your lathe in your shop! Let me know if you are interested.
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Remember to Reserve Library Materials
By Tal Birdsong
Perhaps you are the exception, but most of us find that our memory skills are not what they
once were. And that may apply to our new library system, judging by the paucity of
materials being checked out recently. So let me add this little reminder:

ONLY ITEMS THAT HAVE BEEN PUT ON HOLD BY NOON ON THE DAY OF THE
MEETING WILL BE BROUGHT TO THE MEETING FOR YOU TO TAKE HOME.
Now, here is the link to the library:

https://www.librarycat.org/lib/NWWWTLIBRARY

Clicking on this link will take you to our library
where you can search by: subject, book or DVD
title, author, key word, or click on one of the books
scrolling across the screen. When the description
page opens check the top of the page for its status.
If it is AVAILABLE, you can place it on hold by
clicking the PLACE HOLD button.
• You will be asked for your Patron ID . Your Patron ID is your phone number (the one listed
on the club roster) -- be sure to add the two hyphens (e.g., 360-555-1234).
• On the next pop up check the name of the book and click CONFIRM
That's it!

REQUEST.

When an item is placed on hold I receive a notification that you have placed that item ON
HOLD. Then I will pull the book or DVD and bring it to the meeting.
At the meeting I will issue the books or DVDs and change their status to CHECKED OUT.
Items are checked out from meeting to meeting. If you won't be present at the next meeting
you can request an extension or make other arrangements for returning the items that you have
out.
If you change your phone number and you wish to change your Patron ID to your new phone
number then email me at librarian@nwwwt.org or talrose@msn.com .
Thanks for following the procedure above for getting your library materials. It will save my
back and also save considerable time and money for hernia repairs.
Tal Birdsong
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Tool and Wood Sale
Following Clark Champion's untimely death in
mid-May his widow Denise asked NWW for
assistance in liquidating his woodworking/
woodturning tools and his wood stash.
To that end, a tool sale was held on Saturday,
June 4th at his home shop in Sudden Valley.
The members of NWW and NCWA were
notified of the time and location in advance.
The sale turned out to be a successful one, with
the majority of items being sold.
Additionally, Clark had bought or collected
some interesting and unique pieces of wood .
Some of the wood (although certainly not all)
has been turned green and is now drying.

An Instance of Tom Foolery?
By Tom Thornton

Of note, Denise donated all of Clark's unique and beautiful bowl blanks and other
turning woods to our club. Some of those bowl blanks are in paper bags in various
stages of the drying process. The board thought it would be fun to keep these under
wraps and conduct an old-fashioned grab bag
sale. For some of us, this will conjure up some
happy childhood memories; for others it shows
how simple things were for kids back in the day!
Here's how it will work:
1. There are fifteen bags, and we will putting
out five of them each for three meetings.
The contents are unknown, even to me.
Everything is double-bagged.
2. We will sell five tickets per meeting, so
every ticketholder will be a winner.
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Tool and Wood Sale (Cont'd)
3. When the ticketholders are selecting their bag, the first one they touch
...no shaking, fondling, smelling, weighing, etc, etc!

is theirs

4. And, oh by the way, the tickets are ridiculously priced at $9.00 each, and
are limited to one per customer per meeting.
Should be good clean risky sight-unseen fun for buyers and observers alike, no doubt
with mystery and surprises galore. Each ticket buyer should get a fine(??) blank to
finish turning. Some blanks will undoubtedly be finer than others, but (ahem!) all
sales are final and we will not be offering discounts or refunds for cracks, knots, worm
holes, mold stains or other "beauty marks".
-- Tom

Stunning Trees of the World
Rainbow Eucalyptus, Australia

13

Know Your Woods
Zebrawood (Microberlinia brazzavillensis) is a hardwood tree native
to West Africa, growing 65-130 ft tall with a trunk diameter of 4-5 ft.
Heartwood is a light brown or cream color with dark blackish brown
streaks vaguely resembling a zebra’s stripes. Depending on whether
the wood is flatsawn or quartersawn, the stripes can be either chaotic
and wavy (flatsawn), or somewhat uniform (quartersawn).
Zebrawood has a fairly coarse texture and open pores. Grain is
usually wavy or interlocked. It is rated as rot and insect resistant. The
wood saws well, but can be difficult to plane or surface due to the
prevalence of interlocking grain. Tearout is common. Zebrawood
glues and finishes well.
Zebrawood tends to be fairly expensive, though usually not as
prohibitively expensive as other exotics such as Ebony or Rosewood.
Common uses include tool handles, furniture, boatbuilding, and skis.
Often quartersawn and made into veneer.
Comments: Sometimes called Zebrano, the wood is strong and stiff,
with a fairly high density. However, the wood is much more
frequently used for its bold and unique striping.
From THE WOOD DATABASE
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Turning on the Web* ...
Contributed by Rick Anderson
At our last meeting Jimmie Allen presented the
virtues of using negative rake scrapers as he
turns lidded boxes…..both for shaping the body
of his boxes as well as the precise fitting of the
lids. I remember vividly some of my early
attempts at box turning with conventional
scrapers. Loud and colorful would describe
both the results and my “exclamations” as the
projects were launched, often ricocheting off
the wall! Negative rake scrapers certainly came
to my rescue. This month let's dive a little deeper into the benefits of negative rake scrapers,
the variety of shapes and uses and then some tips on sharpening them.
First is a detailed video from Brian Havens that discusses the concept of negative rake
scrapers and he then proceeds to demonstrate a variety of ways to use them.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v= kdkR1 I2Z1 A4
Next, is one of Cindy Drozda’s great handouts that she
generously provides to the woodturning public. Cindy
discusses the effect of the negative rake on various grain
alignments as well as angles to which the scrapers can
be ground.

http://www.cindydrozda.com/handouts_Pdfs/handouts/demo%20handouts/negative%20rake
%20scrapers.pdf
Finally, Cindy demonstrates sharpening a variety of styles of negative rake scrapers from her
very well stocked arsenal. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v= uZ5kqiT3FE0
While the shapes and grinding angles of negative rake scrapers vary amongst woodturners the
results do not. They can provide a path to smooth surfaces with minimal sanding as few other
tools can. Sharpen your scrapers and put them to good use on your entry in the next
President’s Challenge!

*The internet contains a wealth of information of value to woodturners. Some is direct “how to”
articles and videos ...other resources provide inspiration and techniques which can be applied to our
craft. But remember, the internet is unedited, so beware of poor and unsafe techniques. Even some
well known turners have bad habits!
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Club Contacts
Northwest Washington Woodturners
P.O. Box 31
Mt. Vernon, WA 98373

Membership Chairpersons

President

Brad Burdick
Will Alexander
Membership@nwwwt.org

Rod Parker
President@nwwwt.org

Vice President

Education Outreach Chairperson

Brad Thompson
VicePresident@nwwwt.org

TBD
Outreach@nwwwt.org

Secretary

Mentoring Chairperson

Norman Lanford
Secretary@nwwwt.org

Pat Goddard
Mentors@nwwwt.org

Treasurer

Sawdust Saturday Chairperson

Phil Kezele
Treasurer@nwwwt.org

Giovanni Monteferrante
SawdustSaturday@nwwwt.org

Members at Large

Librarian

Sherri Greenleaf
Memberatlarge1@nwwwt.org

Tal Birdsong
Librarian@nwwwt.org

Giovanni Monteferrante
Memberatlarge2@nwwwt.org

Gallery Photographer

Ron Radliff
Photographer@nwwwt.org

Greg Camrud
Memberatlarge3@nwwwt.org

Newsletter Editor

Ray Shields
Newsletter@nwwwt.org

Tom Thornton
Memberatlarge4@nwwwt.org

Programs Chairperson
David Pettenski
Programs@nwwwt.org

Website Manager

Ray Shields
Web@nwwwt.org
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Classified Ads
This space is set aside for contributors and for members to advertise free of charge to sell or purchase tools, wood,
etc. Please submit your ad to the Newsletter Editor by the last Thursday of the month or submit it to him at the
meeting for inclusion in the next month's newsletter.

Have some hand-me-down tools
you would like to donate?
Contact our Store Manager, Tom
Thornton (chippytom44@gmail.com),
or bring the tools to a weekend
parking lot sale. Thank you!!!

to our Club members

1401 E St
Bellingham, WA 98225
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Ads (Cont'd)

Oneida Dust Collection System .
7” inlet, remote start. Like new,

Jet Lathe model JWL1236,

2hp, 220 volt,

$700

3/4 hp, roller
stand, Nova scroll chuck with extra jaws
including a “jumbo jaw”

$450

Contact:

Charlie Jurges
360 733-2047

Ads (Cont'd)

Please note that Craft Supplies provides our club with
several hundred dollars in Gift Certificates each year.
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Outtakes

Wood blank

with a razorsharp weapon

Metallurgical

of M42 tool steel
but he lightened our wallets a lot!

It's hardly
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