Northwest Washington Woodturners

A Local Chapter of the American Association of Woodturners

Monthly Newsletter for June, 2022

About NWW...

President's Letter

The Club meets every 3rd Thursday of the
month. There is no meeting in Dec.
Time: 6:30pm No host dinner beginning
at 5:30pm.

Fellow woodturners,
We will be featuring Eric Loftstrom as our
demonstrator at the July meeting and we have
scheduled him to teach two classes. Eric is a
Pacific Northwesterner who has achieved
national recognition for his talent and his
teaching ability. Please check your email for
the class announcement sent out by Will
Alexander. As of this writing there are still a
number of openings in each of Eric’s
scheduled classes. We need to take advantage
of this opportunity to learn new skills or polish
existing technique. We need to fill these
classes in order to cover costs.

We meet at the Mount Vernon Christian
School (820 W. Blackburn Rd. in Mount
Vernon, a short distance west of I-5).

Meetings are open to anyone interested in
woodturning. All skill levels from novice
to advanced turners are welcome.

The club needs your support for our August
events:
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Hope to see all of you at the July meeting and
Eric Loftstrom’s fantastic presentation!
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President's Challenge
As a follow up to John Jordon’s presentation, let’s
see all of the hollow forms you have done. Special
points to anyone who crafts a pounded metal lid for
their hollow form.

Sawdust Saturday News
The bowl turning session led by Rick Terney on June 25th was well received, with participants
coming away with new knowledge and at least one bowl.

Coming up on July 31 will be a session on turning platters led by Rod Parker. It will be
held at Gerrit Van Ness’s shop in Bayview. The workshop will start at 9:00 am and is
planned to run until around 3:00 pm. Bring face
protection and your favorite tools if you have them
although tools will also be available. Cost is $10.
A signup sheet will be available at the July meeting.
Additional instructions and driving directions will
be sent to everyone who signs up for this session.

...more sessions are in the works!
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June Program Recap
Renowned woodturner John Jordan was our featured
demonstrator during the June 16 meeting. John is from Cane
Ridge (Nashville), Tennessee and provided his IRD from his
own shop there. He is known primarily for his textured and
carved hollow vessels and has been featured in many major
turning exhibitions in the past thirty years. His work has
received numerous awards, and is in the permanent
collections of many museums and corporations. John was
the 2012 recipient of the AAW Honorary Lifetime Member
award.

John Jordan

After an initial delay due to a balky audio glitch, John quickly got into his presentation on
turning a "Textured Jar with a Metal Lid ." He spent a few minutes talking about routine
steps that he takes before even turning on his lathe, such as making certain that the top
surface of his tool rest is absolutely smooth -- he'll even give it a quick spray of WD-40 to
assure that his tools slide freely on it. He also made sure his face shield was handy and
confirmed that his Robust lathe was set to its lowest speed to start.
One of John's favorite woods to use is white oak. He began with a pre-turned cylinder of
freshly cut white oak that he placed between centers and rough shaped it using a
Thompson bowl gouge with a V-shaped flute. He then turned a tenon on one end so that
he could insert it into a 4-jaw chuck (he used a Oneway Stronghold chuck). For this piece,
which was about 6 inches in diameter, he turns at around 900-1000 rpm.
John spent some time shaping the outside contours of the
jar, frequently using the long edge of his bowl gouge at
an angle to the wood surface to refine its curves. This is
commonly referred to as "shear scraping" although more
properly it is "shear cutting" since the long edge of the
gouge is cutting rather than scraping.
Once he was satisfied with the overall shape of the jar
and had smoothed it as much as possible with his gouge
and with a custom double-ended shear scraper (which he
sells on his website for $85 currently), he next applied a
hand-held wire wheel to the spinning piece which
One of many finished jars that
creates a textured surface of shallow concentric lines.
John Jordan has turned.
The wire wheel removes more of the soft early wood
than the late wood, which adds to the textured effect. He
also gently rounded the jar's upper lip, which he finds is more aesthetically pleasing than a
squared off lip.
Moving on to the hollowing process, John used a 3/8" drill bit to drill to the full depth. He
then used his own brand of hollowing tool with a 3/16" cutter to remove the wood,
beginning at the center and moving laterally left and right in sweeping motions. He holds

(Continued on next page)
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June Program Recap (Cont'd)
the tool parallel to the ground while cutting. As he approaches the final cuts, he likes to
lubricate the top of the toolrest with some parafin, and will replace his cutter with a newly
sharpened one. Then it is "cut, cut, cut, smooth, and compare" multiple times. During this
process, he admitted to getting a bit "over-enthusiastic" and took the wall thickness down
to slightly under 1/4", which ultimately turned
out to be fine although less than the 3/8" wall
thickness he typically aims for.
Once the interior of the jar was hollowed out to
his satisfaction, John left the lathe and took a brief
detour to discuss creating a metal lid for the jar.
He used 18 g steel for his lid, although copper,
brass or other metals could also be used. He
used heavy shears to cut a circular shape about
2.5" in diameter out of the metal sheet. A file can
be used to smooth the edges. John then contours
it by hammering it into an end-grain shallow
depression in a stump. By repeatedly striking it
with a ball peen hammer, he is able to shape it into a uniformly textured concave/convex
disk. A small central hole permits John to attach a [typically small spherical] handle.
John left the door open regarding the final finish, as he has incorporated many different
finishes, both clear and opaque. He did mention that one of his favorite finishes is to dye
the entire piece black, using India Ink. Once the ink is completely dry (at least overnight),
he will spray it with Krylon UV Clear.
John encouraged our members to try their hand at turning a jar, and even said he would
send an [undisclosed] award to whoever provided the best effort.
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Upcoming Programs

July 21, 2022 - Eric Lofstrom , one of our favorite

demonstrators who now lives near the Hood Canal
in Seabeck, WA, will be joining us for an in-person
presentation (as well as a couple of classes). Watch
for an announcement shortly describing the classes
and sign up by contacting our Programs Chair Dave
Pettenski (dpettenski@gmail.com). This will be a
good opportunity to learn from Eric.

o
n

August 20, 2022 - Our Annual Potluck Picnic will return
to its traditional venue at Val and Laura Matthews' picturesque homestead. The flat woodworkers (NCWA) will
be joining us. Hamburgers and brats and all the fixin's
will be provided. Other specific details and directions to
the location will be coming as the time draws nearer.

September 15, 2022 - Our guest demonstrator will be
John Beaver from Pacific Palisades, California, who will
be giving an in-person demo on creating one of his
signature pieces, the Wave Bowl .
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Our Next Demonstrator
Contributed by David Pettenski
Our July 21 meeting will feature an in-person demonstration by a long time favorite,
Eric Lofstrom from Silverdale, WA. The demonstration will also be available via Zoom.
Eric will be demonstrating “Textures and Finishes for Turners: Surface Treatments
from Functional to Sculptural” . Using common supplies and equipment, this session
showcases many of Eric’s favorite textures and finishes for wooden pieces. Attendees
will learn simple and effective techniques to create the enticing striated, faceted,
stippled and flamed textures. In addition, Eric will unveil some of his favorite finishing
techniques, from penetrating oils, poly, aerosols, inks and paints. This session is packed
with Eric’s favorite techniques and preferred products -- sure
to be of interest to woodturners seeking the finishing touch
for their turned and textured surfaces. There is a handout
available for this demonstration: Favorite Finishes- PDFMED(E.Lofstrom, 2021) (squarespace.com)
Working with wood has been a source of peaceful intrigue
since Eric Lofstrom’s childhood. When creating, Eric aims to
practice “presence,” or mindfulness, so he can stay safe and
make the most of his time creatively. He strives to balance
the seemingly opposite goals of absolute physical control
and creative surrender. Eric intentionally zooms in on the
finest material details, while also acknowledging how
various elements play to a piece’s artistic message.
Approaching studio time in this way may not be the most productive in terms of volume, but it
allows Eric to explore and fully understand things in a more satisfying way.
As an artist, Eric aims to create clean-lined forms with minimal distraction. Eric uses grain,
color, and texture to invite an intimate conversation with his work. He enjoys working within
self-prescribed constraints, focusing his exploration to develop philosophical concepts into
series. Currently, Eric’s work represents curiosities relating to water, energy, and the essence of
human-being.
Physical Education Teacher by day and
Woodturner by night, Eric is a dynamic and
passionate teacher. His time away from school is
filled with woodturning instruction at clubs and
symposiums throughout the United States and
Canada.
Eric’s educational background in Athletic
Medicine, Biomechanics and Sports Pedagogy
shines through in his teaching of how body
movement influences every aspect of
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(Continued on next page)

Eric Lofstrom (Cont'd)
woodturning. Simplifying the complex skill of tool control into basic building blocks is Eric’s
favorite way to empower others with increased depth of understanding and confidence.
Eric’s woodturning instruction thoughtfully balances the technical teaching of woodturning
skills with artistic embellishments to inspire creative expression. A teacher and coach to his
core, Eric’s mission is to share an exuberance for exploration, connect with authenticity and
presence, and to engage in meaningful work with the understanding and excitement that
accompanies a growth-mindset.
Eric’s sessions have been featured at many
acclaimed symposiums; Creativity in Woodturning
Symposium (2008, 2009), Oregon Woodturning
Symposium (2015, 2019), Utah Woodturning
Symposium (2015), Mid-Atlantic Woodturning
Symposium (2016), Rocky Mountain Symposium
(2017), Southwest Area Turners Symposium (2017),
AAW National Symposium (2018, 2022),
Tennessee Association of Woodturners Symposium
(2020), Alaska Woodturners Association Wood
Turning Symposium (2021), AAW Presents (2021),
AAW Fundamentals LIVE (2021), Turn-On! Chicago
Symposium (2022)
The powerful experience of finding inspiration in
the world around you then having the courage and
confidence to create that one-of-a-kind piece… to
Eric, this is what woodturning is all about!
You can see more about Eric and his projects on his website: https://www.ericlofstrom.com/
Eric will also be conducting classes at the club shop in Bay View. On Thursday , July 22 he
will teach “Turning a Rice Bowl” and on Saturday, July 23 “ Skew Skills”. Announcement for
these classes has been distributed and if interested please contact David Pettenski,
dpettenski@msn.com.

If you would like to reserve a book or DVD and have Tal bring it to the July meeting,
here is the NWW Library website:

https://www.librarycat.org/lib/NWWWTLIBRARY
Also, if you already have a book or DVD checked out, please bring it back at the July
meeting. Thanks!
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"Tom Foolery" Grab Bag - Part II
By Tom Thornton
In case you were not around at last month's meeting, you may be interested to know that
Denise Champion donated all of her late husband Clark's unique and beautiful bowl
blanks and other turning woods to our club. Some of those bowl blanks remain in paper
bags in various stages of drying. The board thought it would be amusing and fun to keep
these under wraps and conduct an old-fashioned grab bag sale. For some of us, this will
conjure up some happy childhood memories; for others it shows how simple things were
for kids back in the day!
Here's how it will work:
1. There are fifteen bags, and we will putting
out five of them each for three meetings.
The contents are unknown, even to me.
Everything is double-bagged.
2. Tickets will be given to those who wish to
particiipate in the drawing.
3. If the ticketholder's number is called, they then
pay $9 and select one of the grab bags...no
shaking, fondling, smelling, weighing, etc, etc!
4. Ticketholders are limited to a single grab bag
per meeting.
Should be good clean risky sight-unseen fun for buyers and observers alike, no doubt with
mystery and surprises galore. Each ticket buyer should get a fine (??) blank to finish turning.
Some blanks will undoubtedly be finer than others, but (ahem!) all sales are final and we
will not be offering discounts or refunds for cracks, knots, worm holes, mold stains or other
"beauty marks".
-- Tom
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Know Your Woods
Amboyna is technically not a distinct species, but is the name of the

burl wood from any of the Pterocarpus species. Most commonly this
is Narra (Pterocarpus indicus), but burl sections of Burma Padauk
(Pterocarpus macrocarpus) are also sold under the name Amboyna.
The name is derived from Ambon Island in Indonesia, where much of
the figured wood is believed to have been initially exported.
Amboyna is among the most expensive and sought-after of all burls,
and is frequently sold as veneer or as small turning/craft blanks. Some
suppliers specify “Red Amboyna” for material with the typical rich
reddish brown heartwood, or “Golden Amboyna” for pieces with
lighter yellowish brown coloration. It’s not unusual for pieces to
contain sharply contrasting yellowish sapwood.
Amboyna is commonly used for fine furniture, turned objects, electric
guitar tops, knife/gun grips, and other small specialty wood items.
From THE WOOD DATABASE
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Turning on the Web* ...
Contributed by Rick Anderson
We all love turning burls when we can find
them. There are a variety of burls and they vary
depending on the species of trees. The maple
burl common to our region most often is a
growth protruding from the side of the trunk.
Our treasured madrone burl is predominately
root burl and requires excavation to harvest.
Some species will grow burls that completely
surround the trunk thus the only way to harvest
is to fell the tree.
It’s often a quandary laying out the best way to cut a burl and then mount it on the lathe. We
may get a large burl section that results in a bowl or better yet, with the use of a coring tool, a
set of bowls plus additional pieces for turning everything from lidded boxes to pepper mills
to pens. Bottom line is that virtually all burls are imperfect in shape and often contain bark
inclusions, rot, etc. that must be dealt with. This month’s selections depict several turners
going about resolving the cutting layout then mounting on the lathe ready to turn safely.
Following is a small selection of the many videos
available on YouTube showing a variety of
approaches to making the best use of burls of a
variety of species and shapes. There are many more
examples on YouTube and articles available by
searching the internet. As is often the case, only
portions of some of the videos are relevant and
some may show unsafe practices.

Jim Sprague Woodturning

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZCAm1NPssCU

Lisa Ramlow

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ME0qEz9R9Ik
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FGKVlT53QFU

Sam Angelo

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gG8xuHO7Oj0

Neil Turner

https://www.instructables.com/Turning-Carving-a-Burl-Bowl/
It’s controversial whether it is good to cut a burl from a tree and leave the tree standing. This
will depend on the type and size of burl and the species of tree. But one thing is for
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Turning on the Web (Cont'd)
certain…..harvesting burls from trees on U.S. Gov’t property may get you free room and
board in a facility without wood lathes!

*The internet contains a wealth of information of value to woodturners. Some is direct “how to”
articles and videos ...other resources provide inspiration and techniques which can be applied to our
craft. But remember, the internet is unedited, so beware of poor and unsafe techniques. Even some
well known turners have bad habits!

Stunning Trees of the World

Mexican Cypress - Oaxaca, Mexico
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Club Contacts
Northwest Washington Woodturners
P.O. Box 31
Mt. Vernon, WA 98373

Membership Chairpersons

President

Brad Burdick
Will Alexander
Membership@nwwwt.org

Rod Parker
President@nwwwt.org

Vice President

Education Outreach Chairperson

Brad Thompson
VicePresident@nwwwt.org

George Way
Outreach@nwwwt.org

Secretary

Mentoring Chairperson

Norman Lanford
Secretary@nwwwt.org

Pat Goddard
Mentors@nwwwt.org

Treasurer

Sawdust Saturday Chairperson

Phil Kezele
Treasurer@nwwwt.org

Giovanni Monteferrante
SawdustSaturday@nwwwt.org

Members at Large

Librarian

Sherri Greenleaf
Memberatlarge1@nwwwt.org

Tal Birdsong
Librarian@nwwwt.org

Giovanni Monteferrante
Memberatlarge2@nwwwt.org

Gallery Photographer

Ron Radliff
Photographer@nwwwt.org

Greg Camrud
Memberatlarge3@nwwwt.org

Newsletter Editor

Ray Shields
Newsletter@nwwwt.org

Tom Thornton
Memberatlarge4@nwwwt.org

Programs Chairperson
David Pettenski
Programs@nwwwt.org

Website Manager

Ray Shields
Web@nwwwt.org
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Classified Ads
This space is set aside for contributors and for members to advertise free of charge to sell or purchase tools, wood,
etc. Please submit your ad to the Newsletter Editor by the last Thursday of the month or submit it to him at the
meeting for inclusion in the next month's newsletter.

Have some hand-me-down tools
you would like to donate?
Contact our Store Manager, Tom
Thornton (chippytom44@gmail.com),
or bring the tools to a weekend
parking lot sale. Thank you!!!

to our Club members

1401 E St
Bellingham, WA 98225
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Ads (Cont'd)

Super heavy duty PM 90 with
loads of upgrades. It has a 3
phase 1 hp Baldor motor that is
driven from a Hitachi VFD that
uses single phase 220V for input.
This gives you max torque at all
speeds, provides an electronic
speed control as well as the
manual reeves drive, and is
reversible. I have also added a
digital rpm readout on the top of
the headstock.

Also included are the Powermatic tool rests as well as a custom rest that has an offset 3”/6”
bar (I use this almost exclusively) and 12” centered bar. This is a big deal because this PM
has a very unusual 1 ” post diameter and this gives you a nice complement ready to go.
Speaking of odd sizing, the spindle is 1½”, however, I am including a 1½” to 1¼” adapter.
Others are available through Craft Supplies as needed.
The PM 90 has a 12” throw over the ways but can handle 17”
in the bed gap. I have a spindle extensionthat moves the
threads out past the gap if your work needs the tool rest in
close but you don’t want ithanging out over that gap. I’ve
used it numerous times and it seems to work well. It has MT2
tapers.
This is a beastly machine. It weighs about 600 lbs. I used a rented piano dolly and a strong
buddy to get itinto my shop, and recommend you do the same unless you have a tractor or
forklift available. I will help you load it, and an open bed pickup can back up to my shop
(it’s raised from the driveway about bedheight). I’ve got ramps to use at my end. Please plan
accordingly.

Jeff Riechel

2109 SW Lk Roesiger Rd
Snohomish, WA 98290

425-367-9452 (text okay)
jeffriechel@gmail.com
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Ads (Cont'd)

Please note that Craft Supplies provides our club with
several hundred dollars in Gift Certificates each year.
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Outtakes

The REAL reason John

Jordan needed a liver transplant...
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